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First Battle of Fallujah Save The First Battle of Fallujah, also known as Operation Vigilant Resolve, was an
operation to root out extremist elements of Fallujah as well as an attempt to apprehend the perpetrators of the
killing of four U. The chief catalyst for the operation was the highly publicized killing and mutilation of four
Blackwater USA private military contractors ,[9] and the killings of five American soldiers in Habbaniyah a
few days earlier. However, there was little sympathy for him following the collapse of his government, which
many residents considered oppressive. This led to the United States committing few troops to Fallujah from
the start. On 28 April, a crowd of approximately people gathered outside the school past curfew , demanding
that the Americans vacate the building and allow it to re-open as a school. The protesters became increasingly
heated, and the deployment of smoke gas canisters failed to disperse the crowd. Army soldiers from the 1st
Battalion of the th Airborne Infantry Regiment of the 82nd Airborne Division returned fire, killing 17 people
and wounding more than 70 of the protesters. There were no U. Army or coalition casualties in the incident.
CO Renegades, and on 4 June,the Renegades came under attack after a presence patrol. The Renegades were
hit with an RPG while mounting vehicles to take them back the base. The attack resulted in 6 injured soldiers
and one KIA. Brandon Oberleitner was killed on impact as the RPG struck the lead vehicle he was sitting in.
His death marked the only loss of life for B. Co for the deployment. Soon after this attack the 3rd Armoured
Cavalry was forced to request an additional 1, troops to help quell the growing resistance faced in Fallujah and
nearby al-Habaniyya. While the local population claimed that Americans had fired a missile at the mosque, U.
At least 17 police officers were killed,[22] and as many as 87 prisoners released. By early March , the city
began to fall under the increasing influence of guerrilla factions. The rising violence against the American
presence resulted in the complete withdrawal of troops from the city, with only occasional incursions trying to
gain and reinforce a "foothold in the city" being attempted. While enroute from Habbaniyah to Fallujah, they
were hit with the largest roadside bomb used at that point in the war resulting in the deaths of 5 Bravo
Company soldiers. A mob then set their bodies ablaze, and their corpses were dragged through the streets
before being hung over a bridge crossing the Euphrates. The intended Marine Corps strategy of foot patrols ,
less aggressive raids, humanitarian aid , and close cooperation with local leaders was suspended on orders to
mount a military operation to clear guerrillas from Fallujah. Abu Musab al-Zarqawi was originally suspected
as the organiser of the ambush[30] as he was known to planning terror attacks and believed to be in the area.
Marines from 1st Battalion, 5th Marines fire at insurgent positions during the First Battle of Fallujah. This
order went against the wishes of the Marine Commanders on the ground who wanted to conduct surgical
strikes and raids against those suspected of involvement in the Blackwater deaths. By the morning of 5 April ,
headed by the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, American units had surrounded the city with an aim towards
retaking it. American troops blockaded roads leading into the city with Humvees and concertina wire. They
also took over a local radio station and handed out leaflets urging residents to remain inside their homes and
help American forces identify insurgents and any Fallujans who were involved in the Blackwater deaths. In
the opening days, it was reported that up to a third of the civilian population had fled the city. This period
marked the emergence of the Mahdi Army , the militia of Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr , as a major armed
faction which, at that time, actively participated in anti-Coalition operations. The happenings were also
punctuated by a surge of a Sunni rebellion in the city of Ramadi. During this period, a number of foreigners
were captured by insurgent groups. Some were killed outright, whilst others were held as hostages in an
attempt to barter for political or military concessions. Some elements of the Iraqi police and Iraqi Civil
Defense Corps also turned on the Coalition forces or simply abandoned their posts. The rebels in Fallujah held
on as the Americans attempted to tighten their hold on the city. Air bombardments rained on insurgent
positions throughout the city, Lockheed AC gunships attacked targets with their Gatling guns and howitzers a
number of times. Due to the fact that American attacks were taking a toll on civilians as well as Iraqi
insurgents, coalition forces faced growing criticism from within the Iraqi Governing Council , where Adnan
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Pachachi said, "these operations by the Americans are unacceptable and illegal. American forces had by then
only managed to gain a foothold in the industrial district to the south of the city. The end of major operations
for the time being led to negotiations between various Iraqi elements and the Coalition forces, punctuated by
occasional firefights. On 13 April , U. Marines fell under attack from insurgents located within a mosque. An
airstrike destroyed the mosque, prompting a public outcry. Over time this arrangement broke down and the
city remained a major center of opposition to the U. On 27 April , insurgents attacked U. Nevertheless, the
group dissolved and had turned over all the supplied weapons to the insurgency by September,[52] The
Brigade soldiers declared for the insurgents and joined various jihadist and nationalist groups that vied for
authority in the town. After intense fighting, the Americans successfully occupied the city. During the interim
period between the two battles, U. Marines from the 1st Marine Regiment take cover as an M1A1 Abrams
from the 1st Tank Battalion fires at a building where insurgent snipers are positioned. The largest combat
mission since the declaration of the end of "major hostilities",[53] the First Battle of Fallujah marked a turning
point in public perception of the ongoing conflict. This was because insurgents , rather than Saddam loyalists,
were seen as the chief opponents of U. It was also judged by both military and civilian agencies, that reliance
upon U. The Battle of Fallujah was not a defeatâ€”but we cannot afford many more victories like it.
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There is evidence that the area surrounding Fallujah was inhabited in Babylonian times. The current name of
the city is thought to come from its Syriac name, Pallgutha, which is derived from the word division or "canal
regulator" since it was the location where the water of the Euphrates River divided into a canal. Classical
authors cited the name as "Pallacottas". The name in Aramaic is Pumbedita. The word anbar is Persian and
means "warehouse". Subsequent shifts in the Euphrates River channel have caused it to follow the course of
the ancient Pallacottas canal. The town at this site in Jewish sources was known as Nehardea and was the
primary center of Babylonian Jewry until its destruction by the Palmyran ruler Odenathus in Pumbeditha and
Pumbedita Academy The region played host for several centuries to one of the most important Jewish
academies, the Pumbedita Academy , which from to along with Sura ar-Hira was one of the two most
important centers of Jewish learning worldwide. In the spring of , the British, who had gained control of Iraq
after the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, sent Lieut. Exactly what happened depends on the source, but
according to the Arab version, Gerard Leachman was betrayed by the sheikh who had his two sons shoot him
in the legs, then behead him by the sword. In the town had only about 10, inhabitants. It grew rapidly into a
city after Iraqi independence with the influx of oil wealth into the country. Its position on one of the main
roads out of Baghdad made it of central importance. Under Saddam Hussein , who ruled Iraq from to ,
Fallujah came to be an important area of support for the regime, along with the rest of the region labeled by
the US military as the " Sunni Triangle ". Fallujah was heavily industrialised during the Saddam era, with the
construction of several large factories, including one closed down by United Nations Special Commission
UNSCOM in the s that may have been used to create chemical weapons. The first bombing occurred early in
the Gulf War. Between 50 and civilians died and many more were injured. At least one struck the bridge while
one or two bombs fell short in the river. The fourth bomb hit another market elsewhere in the city, reportedly
due to failure of its laser guidance system. Fallujah during the Iraq War Fallujah as seen from the West, April
Fallujah was one of the least affected areas of Iraq immediately after the invasion by the US-led Coalition.
Iraqi Army units stationed in the area abandoned their positions and disappeared into the local population,
leaving unsecured military equipment behind. The looters targeted former government sites, the Dreamland
compound, and the nearby military bases. Aggravating this situation was the proximity of Fallujah to the
infamous Abu Ghraib prison, from which Saddam, in one of his last acts, had released all prisoners. The new
mayor of the cityâ€” Taha Bidaywi Hamed , selected by local tribal leadersâ€”was strongly pro-American[
citation needed ]. A Fallujah Protection Force composed of local Iraqis was set up by the US-led occupants to
help fight the rising resistance. On the evening of 28 April , a crowd of people defied a curfew imposed by the
Americans and gathered outside a secondary school used as a military HQ to demand its reopening. Soldiers
from the 82nd Airborne stationed on the roof of the building fired upon the crowd, resulting in the deaths of
17 civilians and the wounding of over Human Rights Watch also dispute the American claims, and says that
the evidence suggests the US troops fired indiscriminately and used disproportionate force. Their charred
corpses were then dragged through the streets before being hung from a bridge spanning the Euphrates River.
Operation Phantom Fury resulted in the reputed death of over 1, insurgent fighters. Approximately 95
American troops were killed, and wounded. After the successful recapture of the city, U. They also found two
hostagesâ€”an Iraqi and a Syrian. On 17 May , AFP reported that 21 bodies, in black body-bags marked with
letters and numbers in Latin script had been recovered from a mass grave in al-Maadhidi cemetery in the
center of the city. Fallujah police chief Brigadier General Mahmud al-Essawi said that they had been
blindfolded, their legs had been tied and they had suffered gunshot wounds. The Mayor, Adnan Husseini said
that the manner of their killing, as well as the body bags, indicated that US forces had been responsible. Both
al-Essawi and Husseini agreed that the dead had been killed in The US Military declined to comment. Thus,
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over , individuals are still living as IDPs in tent cities or with relatives outside Fallujah or elsewhere in Iraq. In
the aftermath of the offensive, relative calm was restored to Fallujah although almost-daily attacks against
coalition forces resumed in as the population slowly trickled back into the city. The Iraqi units were aided by
Military Transition Teams. Most Marine elements stayed outside of the city limits. In December , enough
control had been exerted over the city to transfer operational control of the city from American forces to the
1st Iraqi Army Division. During the same month, the Fallujah police force began major offensive operations
under their new chief. Coalition Forces, as of May , are operating in direct support of the Iraqi Security Forces
in the city. After segmenting districts of the city, Iraqi Police and Coalition Forces established police district
headquarters in order to further localize the law enforcement capabilities of the Iraqi Police. A similar program
had met with success in the city of Ramadi in late and early See Battle of Ramadi. ISIL control, siege and
recapture Main articles: Medical sources in Fallujah said another 30 people were wounded in shelling by the
army.
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insurgent-held city.

Marine Dave Bellon, who is posting letters to his dad from Fallujah online. Dear Dad â€” As you have no
doubt been watching, we have had our hands full around Fallujah. It would seem as if the final reckoning is
coming. The city has been on a consistent down hill spiral since we were ordered out in April. If there is
another city in the world that contains more terrorists, I would be surprised. The cost of continuing on without
taking decisive action is too high to dwell on. The enemy inside the town have come to fight and kill
Americans. Nothing will sate their bloodlust and hatred other than to kill everyone of us or at least die trying.
It is hard to fathom as a Westerner as rational thought would dictate that we will only be here for a relatively
short blip in their history and while we are here, billions of dollars in investments will pour in and opportunity
that is beyond comprehension will open up for anyone willing to work. This is not Kansas and this enemy
does not think like that. If we build a school or clinic, they destroy it. They would rather deny medical care or
education for the children of the citizens who live nearby than to have any symbol of the West in general and
America specifically among them. It is hard to comprehend. Frankly, we are done tryingâ€¦. Just last week, we
lost another nine Marines killed and an equal number of wounded as the result of some ignorant extremists
who was able to convince himself that killing himself and as many Americans as possible would send him to
paradise where he could finally get his virgins. Now, their own ignorance and arrogance will be their undoing.
They believe that they can hold Fallujah. In fact, they have come from all over to be part of its glorious
defense. I cannot describe the atmosphere that exists in the Regiment right now. Of course the men are
nervous but I think they are more nervous that we will not be allowed to clean the rats nest out and instead will
be forced to continue operating as isâ€¦ When the Marines leave the front gate on an operation or patrol,
someone within direct line of sight of that gate is trying to kill them. All have lost friends and watched as the
enemy hides within his sanctuary that has been allowed out of what one must assume is political necessity.
The enemy has been given every advantage by our sense of morality and restraint and by a set of operational
rules that we are constrained to operate under. The Marines feel like their time has come and we will finally be
ordered to do what must be done and be given the latitude to do it. Even though the price will be high, there is
not a man here that would chose status quo over paying the price. Every day, the enemy takes more hostages,
assassinates developing Iraqi leaders and savagely beats suspected collaborators. I will give you just one
recent example that happened last week. One of our patrols was moving down a street when they saw what
looked like a fight. The Marines closed with the scene. It was a family that had come to Iraq on religious
pilgrimage that was taken hostage and was being taken into Fallujah. The muj stopped for some reason and the
father began fighting. The Marines interdicted and captured two of the kidnappers. Every day, insurgents from
inside Fallujah drive out and wait for Iraqis that work on our bases. Once the Iraqis leave they are stopped.
The lucky ones are savagely beaten. The unfortunate ones are killedâ€¦ Summary executions are common.
Summary executions inside Fallujah happen with sobering frequency. We have been witness to the scene on a
number of occasions. Three men are taken from the trunk of a car and are made to walk to a ditch where they
are shot. Bodies are found in the Euphrates without heads washed downstream from Fallujah. To date we have
been allowed to do nothing. I have no idea the numbers of beheadings that have occurred in Fallujah since I
have been here. I have no idea the number of hostages that have ended up in Fallujah since we have been here.
Unfortunately, the situation has only gotten worse. There is no hope for any type of reasoned solution with an
enemy like this. Once again, we are being asked by citizens who have fled the city to go in and take the city
back. They are willing for us to literally rubble the place in order to kill the terrorists within. There is a sense
of de ja vu with the refugees telling us where their houses are and asking us to bomb them because the muj
have taken them over. We heard the same thing in April only to end up letting the people down. Some no
doubt have paid with their lives. The Marines understand and are eager to get on with it. The only lingering
fear in them is that we will be ordered to stop again. And check here for updates on the impending assault.
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She allegedly grew reckless in using the campaign credit card for personal use, according to sources familiar
with the workings of the Hunter campaign. Hunter has run up huge legal bills as he tries to avoid a criminal
indictment. Lawmakers are allowed to use campaign contributions to cover legal expenses. If Republican
leaders are going to press Hunter to step down, they need to do it soon. A year has gone by, almost a year
since the investigators have had every single one of his records. Hunter was 4 years old when his father was
elected to Congress. After growing up in Washington, D. He later founded a web design firm and worked in
information technology. He deployed to Iraq and later Afghanistan and faced frequent ambushes serving on
the front lines, according to people he has spoken with about his time overseas. Sources close to Hunter said
his war experiences still haunt him. Hunter was still in the Marine Corps Reserves at the time, so his wife and
his father shepherded the campaign. Around that time, Hunter hired a young woman whom investigators have
inquired about during their probe, sources familiar with the questioning said. Hunter promoted her from intern
to full-time, a decision that perplexed staffers who said she frequently failed to show up for work and was
hostile to co-workers. Former staffers to Hunter said the atmosphere grew toxic because of the woman, who
would text with Hunter and sometimes accompany him to the Capitol Hill Club. Multiple aides complained
about her attire, saying it was inappropriate for a work environment. Two aides kept a tally of how many days
of work she had missed. Despite mounting concerns within his office, however, Hunter refused to fire her. At
the same time, on the other side of the country, Margaret Hunter started using the campaign credit card
liberally, according to a person with knowledge of the investigation. After further scrutiny, Hunter aides
realized that was only the beginning. Hunter in early brought in an outside law firm to do an independent audit
going back to the date that Margaret Hunter received her campaign credit card. The FBI started inquiring
about campaign transactions going back more than five years. Part of the investigation centers on possible
falsification of FEC reports, including whether information was intentionally entered incorrectly to cover up
purchases. Law enforcement is also looking at credit card fraud, since the campaign disputed the video game
charges with the credit card company; investigators want to verify that the charges were indeed made in error.
So prosecutors have attempted to obtain the records from businesses, as first reported by the Union-Tribune.
Investigators are trying to verify that money was actually used on campaign items. Also under scrutiny are
numerous charges at fast food restaurants. Law enforcement officials have also asked whether Hunter tried to
configure his internal audit so that he could afford the amount he would have to pay back, according to a
person with knowledge of the investigation. Hunter did defend his own actions, however. He argued that
thousands of dollars he spent at the Capitol Hill Club on food and drink â€” now under scrutiny by
investigators â€” were justified.
5: Iraq PM declares offensive to retake Fallujah from ISIL | News | Al Jazeera
Summary executions inside Fallujah happen with sobering frequency. We have been witness to the scene on a number
of occasions. Three men are taken from the trunk of a car and are made to walk to a ditch where they are shot.

6: Fallujah - Latest News on Fallujah | Read Breaking News on Zee News
On November 16 last year, Melbourne-born photographer Ashley Gilbertson sent an email from the city of Fallujah, in
Iraq, to his girlfriend in New York.

7: From Fallujah to FBI investigation: The undoing of Duncan Hunter - POLITICO
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8: Watch Al Fallujah TV online for free latest news and updates | Iraq TV Channels
Watch Al-Fallujah Tv Channel's Al-Fallujah Tv Channel on www.enganchecubano.com cookies to give you the best
experience possible. By using our site, you agree to our use of cookies.

9: Fallujah News | Latest Fallujah Updates | Fallujah Articles, Photos & Videos at www.enganchecubano.co
Al Fallujah TV Live Streaming contains links or embeds or bypass to TV channels from 3rd party website, which are
freely available on all over the internet. We are not affiliated in any way with the broadcasted Al Fallujah TV nor
responsible for their contents.
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