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The migrant story, lived and told thousands upon thousands of times in this past century of massive worldwide
migration, is a story that holds the peculiar tensions of loss and hope as its central premise. At the least, it is a story of
physical displacement, one through which a citizen or subject.

The early death of his father when he was 11 eliminated the possibility of schooling in England, and his
mother rejected attempts to place him in the Royal Navy. Washington played a key role in the outbreak of the
French and Indian War , and then led the defense of Virginia between and as colonel of the Virginia Regiment.
Although Washington never received a commission in the British Army, he gained valuable military, political,
and leadership skills, [5] and received significant public exposure in the colonies and abroad. He demonstrated
his toughness and courage in the most difficult situations, including disasters and retreats. He developed a
command presenceâ€”given his size, strength, stamina, and bravery in battle, he appeared to soldiers to be a
natural leader and they followed him without question. From his observations, readings and conversations
with professional officers, he learned the basics of battlefield tactics, as well as a good understanding of
problems of organization and logistics. Although he expressed opposition to the Stamp Act , the first direct tax
on the colonies, he did not take a leading role in the growing colonial resistance until protests of the
Townshend Acts enacted in became widespread. In May , Washington introduced a proposal, drafted by his
friend George Mason , calling for Virginia to boycott British goods until the Acts were repealed. However,
Washington regarded the passage of the Intolerable Acts in as "an Invasion of our Rights and Privileges". The
goal was always independence. When France entered the war, he worked closely with the soldiers it sent--they
were decisive in the great victory at Yorktown in Washington worked hard to develop a successful espionage
system to detect British locations and plans. In it discovered Benedict Arnold was a traitor. In June , Congress
made its first attempt at running the war effort with the committee known as "Board of War and Ordnance",
succeeded by the Board of War in July , a committee which eventually included members of the military. The
results of his general staff were mixed, as some of his favorites never mastered the art of command, such as
John Sullivan. Eventually, he found capable officers such as Nathanael Greene , Daniel Morgan , Henry Knox
chief of artillery , and Alexander Hamilton chief of staff. The American officers never equaled their opponents
in tactics and maneuver, and they lost most of the pitched battles. The great successes at Boston , Saratoga ,
and Yorktown came from trapping the British far from base with much larger numbers of troops. There was
never nearly enough. His long-term strategy was to maintain an army in the field at all times, and eventually
this strategy worked. His enormous personal and political stature and his political skills kept Congress, the
army, the French, the militias, and the states all pointed toward a common goal. Furthermore, he permanently
established the principle of civilian supremacy in military affairs by voluntarily resigning his commission and
disbanding his army when the war was won, rather than declaring himself monarch. He also helped to
overcome the distrust of a standing army by his constant reiteration that well-disciplined professional soldiers
counted for twice as much as poorly trained and led militias. He utilized agents behind enemy lines, recruited
both Tory and Patriot sources, interrogated travelers for intelligence information, and launched scores of
agents on both intelligence and counterintelligence missions. He was adept at deception operations and
tradecraft and was a skilled propagandist. He also practiced sound operational security. He emphasized his
desire for receiving written, rather than verbal, reports. He demanded repeatedly that intelligence reports be
expedited, reminding his officers of those bits of intelligence he had received which had become valueless
because of delay in getting them to him. He also recognized the need for developing many different sources so
that their reports could be cross-checked, and so that the compromise of one source would not cut off the flow
of intelligence from an important area. In accounting for the sums in his journals, he did not identify the
recipients: Washington appeared at the Second Continental Congress in a military uniform, signaling that he
was prepared for war. Washington had the prestige, military experience, charisma and military bearing of a
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military leader and was known as a strong patriot; he was also popular in his home province. There was no
other serious competition for the post, although Washington did nothing to actively pursue the appointment.
Massachusetts delegate John Adams nominated Washington, believing that appointing a southerner to lead
what was then primarily an army of northerners would help unite the colonies. Washington reluctantly
accepted, declaring "with the utmost sincerity, I do not think myself equal to the Command I [am] honored
with. Washington assumed command of the colonial forces outside Boston on July 3, , during the ongoing
siege of Boston , after stopping in New York City to begin organizing military companies for its defense.
British arsenals were raided including some in the West Indies and some manufacturing was attempted; a
barely adequate supply about 2. The establishment of the Continental Army only had enlistment terms of one
year, a matter that would again be a problem in late Somewhat surprised that regional differences would be a
problem, on August 1 he read a speech to the army, in which he threatened to punish "any officers or soldiers
so lost to virtue and a love of their country" that might exacerbate the regional differences. New England
troops serving in northern New York under General Philip Schuyler , a scion of an old patroon family of New
York, objected to his aristocratic style, and their Congressional representatives lobbied Washington to replace
Schuyler with General Gates. Washington tried to resolve the issue by giving Gates command of the forces in
Quebec, but the collapse of the Quebec expedition brought renewed complaints. To avoid a potentially messy
situation, General Washington gave Schuyler overall command of the northern department, but assigned Gates
as second in command with combat authority. General Howe refused to act on a significant tactical advantage
that could have resulted in the capture of the remaining Continental troops on Long Island, but he chose
instead to besiege the fortified positions to which they had retreated. In what some historians call one of his
greatest military feats, he executed a nighttime withdrawal from Long Island across the East River to
Manhattan to save those troops and materiel. Four days later the British landed on Manhattan , a bombardment
from the river scattering inexperienced militia into a panicked retreat, and forcing Washington to retreat
further. To defend against this move, Washington withdrew most of his army to White Plains , where after a
short battle on October 28 he retreated further north. This isolated the remaining Continental Army troops in
upper Manhattan, so Howe returned to Manhattan and captured Fort Washington in mid November, taking
almost 3, prisoners. Washington brought much of his army across the Hudson into New Jersey, but was
immediately forced to retreat by the aggressive British advance. When Lee strayed too far from his army on
December 12, his exposed position was betrayed by Loyalists, and a British company led by Lieutenant
Colonel Banastre Tarleton surrounded the inn where he was staying and took him prisoner. Since Lee had
previously served in the British Army, he was treated as a deserter , and threatened with military punishments
appropriate to that charge. Even though he and Lee did not get on well, Washington threatened to treat
captured British officers in the same manner Lee and other high-profile prisoners were treated. He
reassembled an army of more than 6, men, and marched most of them against a position Washington had taken
south of Trenton. The British troops engaged Mercer and in the ensuing battle , Mercer was mortally
wounded. Washington sent reinforcements under General John Cadwalader , which were successful in driving
Mawhood and the British from Princeton, with many of them fleeing to Cornwallis in Trenton. The British
lost more than one quarter of their force in the battle, and American morale rose with the victory. Frederick the
Great , one of the greatest military minds, wrote that "the achievements of Washington [at Trenton and
Princeton] were the most brilliant of any recorded in the history of military achievements. When Howe then
moved his army southwest from New Brunswick, Washington correctly interpreted this as a move to draw him
out of his strong position, and refused to move. Concerned that Howe was heading up the Hudson, he ordered
Arnold, [95] along with Daniel Morgan and his corps of riflemen, north to assist General Gates with the
defense of the Hudson. Congress had adopted a per-state scheme for the promotion of general officers, which
resulted in the promotion of several officers to major general ahead of other officers with more experience or
seniority. Combined with the commissioning of foreign officers to high ranks, this had led to the resignation
of John Stark. Arnold, who had distinguished himself in the Canadian campaign, had also threatened to resign.
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Washington had also laid the seeds for conflict between Arnold and Gates when he gave Arnold command of
forces in Rhode Island in late ; because of this move Gates came to view Arnold as a competitor for
advancement, and the previously positive relationship between Gates and Arnold cooled. In part to silence his
critics, Washington planned an elaborate assault on an exposed British base in Germantown. Historian Robert
Leckie observes that the battle was a near thing, and that a small number of changes might have resulted in a
decisive victory for Washington. Congress authorized Washington to seize supplies needed for the army, but
he was reluctant to use such authority, since it smacked of the tyranny the war was supposedly being fought
over. His loss of Philadelphia prompted some members of Congress to discuss removing him from command.
French entry into the war changed its dynamics, for the British were no longer sure of command of the seas
and had to worry about an invasion of their home islands and other colonial territories across the globe. The
British, now under the command of General Sir Henry Clinton , evacuated Philadelphia in and returned to
New York City, with Washington attacking them along the way at the Battle of Monmouth ; this was the last
major battle in the north. Prior to the battle Washington gave command of the advance forces to Charles Lee,
who had been exchanged earlier in the year. When Washington arrived at the head of the main army, he and
Lee had an angry exchange of words, and Washington ordered Lee off the command. Lee was court martialed
and eventually dismissed from the army. This was approved, and in the summer of a sizable force under Major
General John Sullivan made a major expedition into the northwestern frontier of New York in reprisal for the
frontier raids. When Clinton weakened the garrison there to provide men for raiding expeditions, Washington
organized a counterstrike. General Anthony Wayne led a force that, solely using the bayonet, recaptured Stony
Point. American morale was dealt a blow later in the year, when the second major attempt at Franco-American
cooperation, an attempt to retake Savannah , failed with heavy casualties. New York Harbor froze over, and
the winter camps of the Continental Army were deluged with snow, resulting in hardships exceeding those
experienced at Valley Forge. General Clinton withdrew the British garrison from Newport, and marshalled a
force of more than 10, men that in the first half of successfully besieged Charleston, South Carolina. In June
he captured over 5, Continental soldiers and militia in the single worst defeat of the war for the Americans.
Knowledge of discontent within the ranks in New Jersey prompted the British in New York to make two
attempts to reach the principal army base at Morristown. These attempts were defeated, with significant militia
support, in battles at Connecticut Farms and Springfield. Washington then made one of the worst decisions of
his career, appointing Arnold as military governor of the rich, politically divided city. No one could have been
less qualified for the position. Arnold had amply demonstrated his tendency to become embroiled in disputes,
as well as his lack of political sense. Above all, he needed tact, patience, and fairness in dealing with a people
deeply marked by months of enemy occupation. Arnold in began secret negotiations with General Clinton.
Arnold pleaded with Washington, who appointed him commander of West Point, the major Patriot strong
point in New York.
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Chapter 14 Losing Place Reluctant Leavings and Ambivalent Returns Emigration, forced or chosen, across national
frontiers or from village to metropolis, is the quintessential experience of our.

Posted on February 24, by Rev. Hall Today, February 22, , marks the annual observance of the date George
Washington opted to celebrate the anniversary of his birth. Going by the former, President Washington had
been born on February 11, Under the chronology of the latter, his birthday became February 22, Just like
that, he cut over a year off his age. We noted it with a post back on February 12, when it actually wasâ€¦. For
example, some of us are old enough to remember first-hand President Richard Nixon Nixon wanted to be
President. Initially, his political career seemed meteoric. Determinedly moving upward, he was elected U.
Senator at only After serving for eight years and waiting however impatiently for the opportunity, at last he
ran for President in â€¦. Nixon took his loss badly. His feelings turned to open bitterness only two years later,
when he lost again in a race against the popular incumbent, Pat Brown, to be Governor of California. The
campaign gave him the opening. Nixon won in the proverbial landslide. The Presidency he wanted so badly
â€” finally attained after those bitter defeats â€” turned out, of course, disastrously. Despite some notable
successes, there was the disaster of the Vietnam War, which Nixon in effect gave up on in , the resignation of
his Vice-President, Spiro Agnew, due to charges of bribery, money laundering, corruption. It was the only
resignation ever of a U. Although part of Lincoln wanted the Presidency, the combination of his ambivalence
and custom of those times caused him to do next to nothing publicly to advance his prospects. Most of all, he
wanted not to appear desperate to attain the White House. He was a gentleman farmer, a lifelong soldier; his
only experience with politics was in having to deal with the balky Continental Congress in trying to survive
defeat after defeat in the War for Independence against Great Britain. But as unflagging as his determination
to lose as many battles as it took over 6 years to win the war finally, that first of all American Presidencies got
the United States off to the successful start it needed; and George Washington and Abraham Lincoln â€” as
ambivalent and downright reluctant as they both may have been â€” have good claims to be The Best the
country has ever been blessed with. The use of some posts involves compensation agreements with
publications, or persons, who wish to use them for publishing purposes.
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Earth Man has held ambivalent attitudes towards the earth. Humanity seems permanently disposed to waver
between acceptance and transcendence of earth, between kinship with earth and revulsion against the
environmental dependence that must be suffered equally with animals and vegetable forms of life. Though
born of earth, man is reluctant to return to earth, to surrender possibility and accept known limitation. In
literature, notes Lutwack, both the "ecstatic identification with earth and the horror of earth compete for
expression. The idea of entity was becoming merged in that of place. The narrow space immediately
surrounding what had been the body, was now growing to be the body itself. The fear of earth is a common
theme in the work of William Faulkner. John Gardner discusses this pull in his novel October Light: In
addition to individual artists, the attitudes of man towards earth has been a function of historical periods. The
German national character could not have developed Jung believed as it did had it not been an expression also
of the nature of the dark soil of Germany. Any other race who migrated to Germany Jung believed even
without any definite cultural process to encourage them, would have acquired in time some of the fundamental
aspects of the German character because of their nourishment and participation in the nature of the earth of
Germany. In this search, Africa became a key place because it was in Africa that he had his "final
confirmation of the universality of his theory of the collective unconscious in man. In effect, when a story is
set within a particular nation and continent certain assumptions are made by the audience before any action
takes place. The various continents and nations, closely associated with mythologies and archetypes, are kept
alive by the need to believe in these mythologies. As an example, certainly much of Africa today has been
modernized and is different than it was at the time that Jung visited it in the s. However, even though Africa
haschanged, modern man still has a need to have a place in the world which symbolizes his primitive nature,
where there exists a possibility to connect once again with this primitive self, to go back to a distant time.
Africa remains this symbol because of the need for this symbol. It serves as a symbolic context for these
"return" type of stories. Other continents and nations of the world have different symbolic associations. The
Far East is a symbol for wisdom gained from ancient knowledge and the tranquility which comes with this
knowledge. The South American continent symbolizes the exotic and the romantic while the North American
continent represents the pragmatic and the materialistic. Direction The directions of east, west, north and south
are related to nations, cultures and continents and have great symbolic significance. Northern direction
symbolizes modern, advanced, industrialized and materialistic nations based on intellectualism. It symbolizes
the masculine power. In relationship to symbolism of the human body, it represents the head of man and the
function of thinking. Southern direction symbolizes less advanced agrarian cultures based on farming and
agrarian values. It represents the older, primitive values and cultures of the world and the functions of feeling
in man. The Southern hemisphere is linked with that of darkness and corresponds to Yin. Mertens Stienon
notes that this is a major reason that cultural movements pass from the Northern to the Southern hemisphere.
The directions of east and west symbolism is closely tied to the daily cycle of sunrise in the east and sunset in
the west. Relating to the daily cycles of birth and death of the day, the east represents the birth of the day
while the west represents the death of the day. Cooper in An Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Traditional Symbols
remarks that East represents the rising sun of dawn, spring, hope, childhood, the dawning of life and youth. It
is the direction towards which worship is oriented, especially for all solar gods. In China, it is symbolized by
the green dragon, in Egypt by a man, in Mexico by a crocodile and in Tibet by a man-dragon. Ceremonies
concerned with death and resurrection stress the East as sunrise and life and the West as sunset and death. The
symbolism of birth and youth associated with the East has also given it an association with the place of home
because home is the place of birth and youth. On admission to a certain "League" the narrator observes that
one of the secrets of the "League" is a pilgrimage to the East: I realized that I had joined a pilgrimage to the
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East Throughout the centuries it had been on the way, towards light and wonder, and each member
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After rejecting a stellar career as an economic fundamentalist at Underwood Samson in the United States,
Changez returns to Pakistan as a lecturer. Hamid relies on an unusual monologue structure to expose the
barriers that are often erected between people owing to entrenched cultural, racial or social differences. A
degree of suspense grips the conversation as Changez mediates and interprets the tension that at times swirls
between these two strangers from different lands and different cultures. When the American is startled by the
loud noise in the distance, which is probably the faulty exhaust system of the rickshaw, he reveals his
instinctive suspicion of Changez. He acts as if it were the pistol sound in the distance. The themes of
fundamentalism Fundamentalism is a term that refers specifically to any religious movement which stresses
the literal application of its core principles. Earlier at Princeton, there were signs of unease. He takes three
on-campus jobs to be able to support this image of respectability; it does not come easily or naturally. For
example, he sacrifices his own personality when he pretends to be Chris when lovemaking which alludes to
the tension that plagues Changez during his time in America. During the Middle Ages, young Christian boys
fought with the Muslims to undermine their culture. Of course I felt torn! Such institutions, he realises, have
no regard for people or the consequences of debt reduction. They adhere to principles of greed, materialism
and ruthless asset management. By spreading its economic power, American companies such as Underwood
Samson are undermining local cultures such as his own. He realises this is dangerous because he will
eventually lose his roots and his place in the world. After the World Trade Centre Changez becomes more
determined in his opposition to the creed of economic fundamentalism. Ironically, America is suffering from
the very devastation that it inflicts upon its enemies. Also, by wearing the beard, Changez challenges his work
colleagues to reflect upon their suspicions. After, the September 11 attacks he is encouraged to shave off his
beard so as to appear less threatening. Only Wainright shook his hand. This attack specifically unleashed a
wave of racist events against Muslims. Before the attack, Changez did not feel conspicuous, perhaps
occasionally on the highway. However, after the attacks racism increases and he feels noticeable. When he
returns to America, he is searched separately from everyone else. In the parking lot, he becomes the butt of
racist sentiments when one offender deliberately seeks to intimidate him with racist, derogatory language. At
the same time, Changez does not appear to be anti-American; rather he returns home forever nostalgic for
Erica imagining her on the motorbike as a symbol of the America that he embraces. In other words, he does
not want to discard the positive features of his experience and involvement in America; Hamid suggests that
this would be churlish and impractical. Rather Changez cultivates his dual perspective â€” one that respects
and blurs boundaries based on the paradox of belonging: In other words, the brightness of the glow attracts
attention: So this is, then, the function of the dual gaze: Love and nostalgia As Changez becomes romantically
entwined with Erica, he experiences first-hand the extent to which she is gripped by a powerful nostalgia. She
uses Changez to reinvent or recreate her relationship with Chris, and as this becomes impossible, so spirals
into depression. She becomes increasingly nostalgic for a romantic past to which she cannot return. When
Changez searches for Erica in the institution the nurse explains the difficulties that Erica is facing as she
comes to terms with her love for Chris who is very much present in her mind. The only way Erica is able to
escape from her melancholy and allow her relationship with Changez to become intimate is when Changez
inadvertently commits a faux pas and pretends to be Chris. Changez realises that he is in danger of becoming
immersed to the point of losing his own identity. Likewise, as Erica becomes enveloped in her nostalgia and
obsessed with painful memories, she becomes mentally unstable. Hamid points to the importance of a healthy
equilibrium. Hamid also characterises Erica as a symbol of America to reinforce his views and criticisms of
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America in its pursuit of undisputed global dominance. Like Erica, America, too, is guilty of a dangerous
obsession with past glory. After the World Trade Centre bombings, many citizens were becoming dangerously
patriotic. This allegory suggests that such an anachronistic looking back attitude will also be dangerous for
America as it seeks to make adjustments to its waning global dominance. Such dominance is, as in the case of
the former glory of the Ottomans, cyclical. Rejecting aspects of the American dream, Hamid is critical of an
empire that resorts to double dealing in order to suit its global political agenda. Hamid uses the monologue
structure to warn against the dangers of racial profiling that fuels suspicion and promotes hatred, ultimately
leading to violence. Not only does Hamid draw upon the context of the World Trade Centre bombings. He
also taps into deep-seated frustration that surrounds minority racial groups. Racial profiling was very evident
in the case between George Zimmerman trial who was charged with second-degree murder of the black man,
Trayvon Martin in The Hispanic defendant was deemed not guilty on the grounds of self-defence even though
he pursued and shot the unarmed Martin. All six jurors were women; only one was of non-white or Hispanic
origin. Former US President Barack Obama offered no opinion on the not-guilty verdict but did discuss the
poisonous affect of racial profiling: That happens to me, as least before I was a senator. One audience member
told Tony Jones that she was being stalked by members of the Australian Defence League on social media. It
is us against them.
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And so the word "disappointed" was uttered plenty, even in official remarks from Goodell and Davis. But the
lack of overt enthusiasm was palpable -- "Congratulations, Mark," Houston owner Bob McNair said flatly -and was an acknowledgement that the Raiders and the NFL had failed at a pursuit of at least 20 years. None of
this is a repudiation of Las Vegas. And even early worries that casino magnate Sheldon Adelson, who dropped
out of the deal in January , might create headaches now seem unfounded. Adelson, after all, is a businessman,
too. Still, of all the moves the NFL has made, literally and figuratively, this is the one that will certainly cause
an occasional longing glance at what is left behind -- a booming, lucrative area for one that is famously
susceptible to the vicissitudes of the economy. The NFL almost certainly will try to place a team there again
someday. But one league executive noted how long it took to return to Los Angeles after it was left empty.
And in the meantime, the NFL probably will be happy to use Oakland as its latest leverage for teams seeking
new stadiums. I think that would be a destination for people. The short answer is there is a concern. They are
in such a poor stadium and there is no reasonable solution out there. Oakland is a great area, a great market,
great population, but they play in a terrible stadium. There is no great alternative there. Davis knows what it is
like to lose out -- he wanted to move to Los Angeles in a shared stadium with the Chargers and was stunned
when that project went to Stan Kroenke and the Rams instead. Since then, Davis has turned his attention to
Las Vegas, but his pursuit of a stadium had gone on much longer. His father, Al, had sought a stadium
solution, too, moving his team once out of Oakland to Los Angeles, then back to the increasingly decrepit
Oakland Coliseum when there was no solution to be had in Southern California. With each season, with each
leak of the ceiling, and spilled refuse on the floor, it was obvious the Coliseum would not be tenable much
longer. It was no secret Mark Davis did not have the financial wherewithal to privately finance a Kroenke-like
palace, but the NFL insisted there was no solution in sight in California. On Monday, Davis claimed that
Oakland had played hardball from the start, and that was the beginning of the final unraveling. We lost the
vote, we came back to Oakland, we negotiated a one-year lease with the two years of options and talked about
getting together and talking about a long-term future together. And they behave -- using all the tools
businesses use to increase their bargaining position and reduce their risk -- and should be treated as such. It
would probably insulate fans from heartbreak to occasionally remember that. That is what this was: For Davis,
this is a muted victory. He encountered Raiders fans in the lobby and spoke to them, a rare moment of
connection for the fans who often feel forgotten by the decision makers. But Davis always has been different,
from other owners and from his dad. He has worked hard to earn the respect of and ease tensions with owners
who had long distrusted -- and in some cases openly disliked -- his father. After all, Al Davis saw the merit in
moving to try to get a better deal. The Raiders always have felt like a nomadic franchise, having left Oakland
once for Los Angeles, only to return. That makes this doubly cruel for fans in the Bay Area, who lose their
team twice. And perhaps fittingly, the Raiders now turn to the American city with a reputation that the NFL
hopes applies -- Las Vegas, after all, promises that, with a little bit of luck, it will deliver great riches. Follow
Judy Battista on Twitter judybattista.
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Plot[ edit ] The novel is set in Britain in three parts, taking place in , and The story surrounds the young gay
protagonist, Nick Guest. Nick is middle-class and from the fictional market town of Barwick in
Northamptonshire ; he has graduated from Worcester College , Oxford with a First in English and is to begin
postgraduate studies at University College London. Nick moves into the luxurious Notting Hill home of the
Fedden family. The son of the house, Toby, is his Oxford University classmate on whom he has a secret crush.
Nick helps Cat through a crisis when she considers cutting herself, and when her parents return they suggest
he stay on indefinitely, since Cat has become attached to him and Toby is moving into his own place. Nick
dates Leo Charles, a black man from Willesden in his late 20s, whom he meets through a lonely hearts
column. As Leo lives with his religious mother and Nick feels restricted in the Fedden household the two
conduct their sexual affair almost entirely outside in public parks and side streets. He spends most of his time
with Wani Ouradi, one of his Oxford contemporaries, the son of a rich Lebanese businessman. Though Nick is
finishing up his doctorate on Henry James, he spends most of his time living a decadent lifestyle of drugs and
sex with Wani who lavishes him with money and expensive gifts. To cover their relationship Wani pretends
Nick is helping him write a screenplay of The Spoils of Poynton as well as helping him establish Ogee , a
luxury magazine Wani wants to create. Catherine has now been diagnosed as being bipolar and is on lithium
which helps to control her mood swings. She realizes that Nick is having an affair with Wani when the two of
them spend time at the Feddens French country home and urges him to be careful after her godfather dies of
AIDS. Nick meets Margaret Thatcher for the first time and, high on coke, asks her to dance, which she
accepts. At an election viewing party with Catherine, who has had her personality devastated by her
medication, Nick watches as his former friend Polly is elected an MP at 28 and Gerald reclaims his seat. He
also warns Nick that a scandal over improperly managed funds will soon be breaking around Gerald. Going
home Nick finds that the scandal has already broken. A boisterous Cat, now overly energetic thanks to her
medication, has Nick drive her to a location where they find Penny and Gerald together. The story of their
affair forces Gerald to resign as an MP and causes resentment between Rachel and Nick, as Rachel accuses
Nick of never having truly understood that his job was to take care of Catherine, not indulge her. Nick goes to
live with Wani and views the first and final issue of Ogee. Nick leaves the Feddens house for a final time and
muses on the HIV test he is having done the next day and imagines that the results will be positive. Title[ edit
] The title of the book refers to the Line of Beauty â€” the double "S" of the ogee shape, a shape which
"swings both ways". In contrast, other characters describe lines of cocaine as "beautiful". The book also
considers heterosexual hypocrisy regarding homosexual promiscuity. Finally, an underlying theme is the
nature of beauty. Nick is attracted to physical beauty in art and in men. However, he pays a price for his
choices: The novel also deals with the "coming out" experience of Nick and of gay men in general. The novel
explores the question of whether a gay man can remain apolitical in a homophobic society. The book refers
frequently to the life and works of Henry James. Literary significance and criticism[ edit ] Hollinghurst wrote
part of the novel at the Yaddo colony.
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His paternal grandfather P. Kennedy was a member of the Massachusetts state legislature. His maternal
grandfather and namesake John F. Fitzgerald served as a U. Congressman and was elected to two terms as
Mayor of Boston. All four of his grandparents were children of Irish immigrants. Kennedy lived in Brookline
for the first ten years of his life and attended the local St. In April , he had an appendectomy , after which he
withdrew from Canterbury and recuperated at home. His older brother Joe Jr. They carried out their most
notorious stunt by exploding a toilet seat with a powerful firecracker. In the ensuing chapel assembly, the
strict headmaster, George St. John, brandished the toilet seat and spoke of certain "muckers" who would "spit
in our sea". Ted was born the following year. In September , Kennedy made his first trip abroad when he
traveled to London with his parents and his sister Kathleen. Ill-health forced his return to the United States in
October of that year, when he enrolled late and attended Princeton University but had to leave after two
months due to a gastrointestinal illness. He convalesced further at the family winter home in Palm Beach, then
spent the spring of working as a ranch hand on the 40,acre Jay Six cattle ranch outside Benson, Arizona. I feel
that Harvard can give me a better background and a better liberal education than any other university. I have
always wanted to go there, as I have felt that it is not just another college, but is a university with something
definite to offer. Then too, I would like to go to the same college as my father. Ambassador to the Court of St.
When Kennedy was an upperclassman at Harvard, he began to take his studies more seriously and developed
an interest in political philosophy. The thesis eventually became a bestseller under the title Why England
Slept. While Kennedy became increasingly supportive of U. That fall, he enrolled at the Stanford Graduate
School of Business and audited classes there. Navy Reserve â€” Main article: He exercised for months to
straighten his back. He was commissioned an ensign on October 26, , [31] and joined the staff of the Office of
Naval Intelligence in Washington, D. Accompanied by a female acquaintance from a wealthy Newport family,
the couple had stopped in Middletown, Rhode Island at the cemetery where the decorated, naval spy ,
Commander Hugo W. Koehler , USN, had been buried the previous year. Ambling around the plots near the
tiny St. Senator Claiborne Pell had become good friends and political allies, although they had been
acquaintances since the mids during their " salad days " on the same Newport debutante party "circuit" and
when Pell had dated Kathleen "Kick" Kennedy. During the trip south, he was hospitalized briefly in
Jacksonville after diving into the cold water to unfoul a propeller. Thereafter, Kennedy was assigned duty in
Panama and later in the Pacific theater , where he eventually commanded two more PT boats. Warfield
expecting the arrival of the large Japanese Naval force that would pass on the evening of August 1. A lot of
you men have families and some of you have children. What do you want to do? I have nothing to lose. They
swam against a strong current, and once again Kennedy towed the badly burned motor machinist "Pappy"
MacMahon by his life vest. The somewhat larger Olasana Island had ripe coconut trees, but still no fresh
water. Kennedy and Ross found a small canoe, packages of crackers, candy and a fifty gallon drum of
drinkable water left by the Japanese, which Kennedy paddled another half mile back to Olasana in the
acquired canoe to provide his hungry crew. The plan was to attach one gunboat to each PT boat section to add
gun range and power against barges and shore batteries which the 59 encountered on several occasions in mid
October through mid November. The 59 acted as a shield from shore fire and protected them as they escaped
on two rescue landing craft at the base of the Warrior River at Choiseul Island , taking ten marines aboard and
delivering them to safety. After receiving treatment for his back injury, he was released from active duty in
late His father also requested the Silver Star, which is awarded for gallantry in action, for his son. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum. They cut my PT boat in half.
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Visitation is a small book with a lot of presence. Although shorter does not mean lighter in content: Visitation
is a concept novel, done beautifully. The concept was to take a single patch of land, with a lake and a house, in
the rural suburbs of Berlin, and show it from its geological formation in the ice age, glaciers gouging out the
lake and the landscape, jumping briefly through some formation pre-twentieth century characters, then
concentrating on the period of the early s through World War II, then arrival of the Soviets and building of the
Berlin Wall â€” in relation to which the property is unfortunately on the wrong side â€” and the story ending
when the Wall is torn down. I need to care about complex characters. What Erpenbeck managed to do around
her concept was skilfully draw characters in just enough exquisite detail to catch the reader in their plight as
they take possession of the property, then leave again, while at the same time hammering home an
over-arching political message, and leading us often down byways searching out the meaning in our small,
fleeting existences, so important to us in the now of living, yet insignificant through the wash of time. History,
geology and place are impersonal. To reiterate my opening, hand on heart, I did not pick this novel for that
political theme, albeit fitting me like the glove ever-present in my pocket I use to smack people around their
chops with â€” which is by way of an almost-apology. That aside, this is a powerful portrayal of how the trust
we constantly place in the state, granting it all-knowing power, ends always in betrayal. Looking at US
politics, currently, we never learn this lesson. My point being only that I picked this novel up by serendipity
â€” and such a happy one because the writing, and the translation, thereby, was exceptional. His profession
used to encompass three dimensions, height width and depth â€¦ but now the fourth dimension has caught up
with him: Five years at least, the official said, for the ton of screws he bought with his own money in the West
to be used in the East [on] a building for the state that is now driving him out. He knows much less than he
used to. A house is your third skin, after the skin made of flesh and clothing â€¦ and now he had to consider
himself lucky he was escaping with his life, suffer his third skin to be stripped from him and fleeing insides
glisteningly exposed, to the safety of the West. And the foolishness of the Soviet enterprise: If this bit of land,
the house and the lake had not signified homeland to him, nothing would have kept him in the Eastern Zone.
Now his home had become a trap. At the end of the war he had haggled and drunk with the Russians â€¦ to
keep the machines from being removed from his cabinetry workshop, he had salvaged his architecture office,
his business, even during the first wave of expropriations â€¦ but now, six years after the end of the war, the
Communists were making a grab for his business after all â€¦ Like children with an animal whose nature they
are unable to comprehend they were now ripping the head off this toy and would be surprised to see the thing
stop twitching thereafter. The Subtenant returning us to the theme of remorseless time, and how to find
whatever meaning there is in our transience or impossibility of: Given the times Erpenbeck has her focus on,
the leavings are not gentle though always nostalgic. In their dangerous times her characters have to be good at
leaving, because their leavings are to save themselves; The Visitor: Which means that in the end there are
certain things you can take with you when you flee, things that have no weight such as music. A quite
different gear, yes, because different times, but my life is a series of leavings each year. And her leavings are
as leavings have to be: I was thinking of some of the writers I grew up on; Graham Green, Evelyn Waugh,
Christopher Isherwood, the craggy-faced Mr Auden, who in their after-careers turned to Catholicism for the
structure through ceremony it gave their lives. For me the ceremony it refers to is the liturgy that must be
performed with every Leaving to ensure the subsequent Arriving will contain no unpleasant surprises, and
something more. I reckon the author may have done a lot of leavings, herself, because leavers like me can read
the love behind every act The Illegitimate Owner makes: Of course The Illegitimate Owner knew she would
never be back, but every one of our leavings has that doubt also: The logic of time is unrelenting that some
leaving will be our last. Some always do survive. Turn hot water cylinder off. Turn off bathroom floor and
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towel rail. Turn off electronic bidet and take battery from unit. Turn off filter under sink. Turn off gas hob and
ovens. Unwire Freeview decoder and pack. Take photo of cellar so we remember if we need to buy wine on
return trip. Turn fly killer canister thingy off. Turn gas bottle off under the house. Cinema room blackout blind
down. Unplug amp and projector. Turn off water in pump shed. Unplug everything in the office leave modem
on. Turn all pantry switches off. Make sure BBQ is covered and hidden. The geranium that died by the last
Return:
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