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1: Is Marriage Really Made in Heaven? | Keep Believing Ministries
"Marriages are made in heaven" is an extremely famous quote but I could never agree with it! Rather, if some day I get
to meet the person behind this highly fairytale-ish belief, I would get him arrested for felony.

To show the problems related to the unequal yoke in marriage, and to give guidelines in choosing a mate. The
Word of God plainly declares that a child of God is not to be united in marriage with an unbeliever. T saint
Word is equally clear: These are clearly the commandments of the Lord to us. This aspect of the "Unequal
Yoke" is a snare into which many mighty men have fallen. As we shall see, Solomon, the wisest of men fell
into this snare, and the "outlandish women" of the Ammonites and Moabites turned away his heart from God,
and caused him to sin. Samson, the strongest of men, was also caught in it, and shorn of his strength. If the
wisest of men, and the strongest of men can fall into such a snare, and that to their ruin, what makes you think
that you can entertain the unequal yoke in marriage and somehow be unaffected by this unscriptural
partnership? How many tears and broken hearts might have been saved had the wrong been checked at the
beginning. Maybe I would prove to be the means of the conversion of such an one after we were married? The
answer to it is simply this: Let me tell you now, that such a Christian may count on many tears and sorrows,
and years of domestic unhappiness. And let me say this also it is an easy thing for a believer to convince
himself that one upon whom his heart is set is a Christian. Many a fellow feigns conversion to get his girl. But
who can rightly estimate the feelings of the child of God who finds out, when it is too late, that he has chosen
for a partner in life an child of wrath. This is not marriage as God intended it, there can be no sweet blending
of hearts, no bowing of the knees together before the throne of grace; no holy conversation on things touching
the King. The unbeliever cannot rise to enjoy the things above, and so experience reveals it is almost always
the child of God who must descend to enjoy the things of the world. Come with me now to the book of
Nehemiah Now let say right up that this is not a racial issue. The Bible knows only one race, the human race,
and skin colour is never an issue with God. Rather this is a religious issue, by demanding the people not marry
those from other lands God was preserving the religious faith of the Jews, He was safeguarding their spiritual
welfare and ensuring that the Messianic line did not become muddied or extinguished by means of interfaith
marriage.
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2: Marriages Not Made In Heaven â€“ Endtime Ebook Library
A Marriage Not Made in Heaven. The drug industry at one time was called the patent medicine industry. This is still the
more revealing name. Drug companies devote.

Jesus was asked a complicated question about heaven by the Sadducees a religious sect that did not believe in
the resurrection of the dead that directly leads us to this conclusion. They asked whose wife she would be in
heaven. This concept is supported by other biblical verses that indicate that males and females are spiritually
equal. The idea that we will no longer be married is disturbing to some people. Personally, I like to be married.
However, in heaven , we will be "married" to Jesus, who will be our spiritual "husband. However, if you have
experienced the "highs" of following Jesus as He leads you, you will have a glimpse of how awesome this
experience will be. God would not take away something good if He did not replace it with something better.
Not only will we be changed, but Paul says that we cannot even imagine the kinds of things God has prepared
for us: No need for marriage and children Jesus made it clear that angels do not marry and have children. All
humans are required to choose to accept God or reject Him. If children were born in heaven , they would have
no ability to choose to accept or reject God. This is because there is no allowance for rebellion and sin in
heaven. For example, we know that angels do not receive grace, 11 but are condemned on their first act of
disobedience to God. This does not necessarily mean that God is necessarily finished producing spiritual
creatures. It is possible that God could create another universe to allow other spiritual creatures the ability to
choose God and enter into heaven. However, this is mere speculation. Conclusion Although marriage is good
and represents the most intimate relationship we can experience on earth, it should not be idolized. The most
important commandment is to love God "with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.
However, we will not be married to our spouses, since that relationship will be superseded by our relationship
with Jesus, since we will be "married" to Jesus. This is not the description of a sexual relationship, but a
description of an intimacy that is only approximated by what exists between a husband and a wife. Marriage
on earth is merely a glimpse of the relationship God intends to have with us in heaven. It is the purpose for
which we were created. Religion that substitutes marriage and family as an idol in place of God is a false
religion. References Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor
does the perishable inherit the imperishable. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; it
is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body,
it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. We know that, when He
appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. In fact, a neighbor recently offered my
wife to become his queen when he becomes a god in his own kingdom. The only thing she had to do was to be
baptized in the Mormon church. She declined the offer. For they all had her. This mystery is great; but I am
speaking with reference to Christ and the church. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the
hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows
but he who receives it. Lewis may have been the most important Christian thinker of the twentieth century.
And that book played an important role in shaping my early faith and motivating my interest in Christian
apologetics. In fact, I feel called by God to promote truth, unity, civility, and charity among all who embrace
the historic Christian faith. I guess that isâ€¦ Take Up and Read: Some people attempt to justify their unbelief
of Christianity on the grounds that the Bible contains irreconcilable difficulties and contradictions. One
important role Christians serve in an apologetics-evangelism context is to try to remove obstacles that people
have to believing in the truth of Scripture and thus in the truth of historic Christianity. I once heard an atheist
ask howâ€¦ Take Up and Read:
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3: What Does the Bible Say About Marriage In Heaven?
Marriage they call it all; and they say their marriages are made in heaven. View in context Though marriages are made
in heaven, but for people in Dahod, a village in western state of Gujarat, marriages are made in this fair called
"swayamvara".

Believe it or not, the concept of marriage as a relationship based on love developed in human society only
within the last two or three centuries, and it has become widespread only within the last half century or so.
And as Jesus said, that sort of marriage does not exist in heaven. There is no need for it there. Jesus was a
master of metaphor and parable. And more importantly, we can learn a great deal about how to live here on
earth so that we can experience real, eternal marriage in heaven. Yes, there is marriage in heaven. Though it
may get a little detailed and technical at times, that is necessary in order to dispel the myths and
misunderstandings about marriage and the afterlife that have been rampant in Christianity for nearly two
thousand years now. Is There Marriage in Heaven? Yes, some people did love their marital partner. But that
was considered a pleasant add-on, not something critical to the purpose or success of a marriage. Today,
however, millions of men and women do experience a deep inner connection with their partner. And for these
people, the idea that their marriage relationship will come to an abrupt end at death can cause great pain. After
I had already written the first draft of this article to follow up on a conversation with a reader named Foster
starting here , I received a Spiritual Conundrum from a reader named Nita, in which she said: I am widow and
a believer in Jesus Christ. I am so lonely without my husband of 38 years, we did everything together, even in
the ministry. Will we be together in heaven? Jesus told the religious leaders that there will be no marriage in
heaven. I miss my husband so much, my life without him has been turned upside down. Many tell me move on
with my life and find someone else. He was my soulmate. Please help me understand! I still trust God and love
him. For people who have experienced true spiritual marriageâ€”or who long for itâ€”the common Christian
belief that there is no marriage in the afterlife creates a deep wound in the heart. And Christianity is supposed
to heal wounds, not inflict them. It is told three times in the Bible: Here is the fullest version of the story,
which occurs in the Gospel of Luke: Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus
with a question. Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. The second
and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. Finally, the woman
died too. Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her? But those
who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither
marry nor be given in marriage, and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. The quotation in the
next heading is from the Matthew version. Jesus had just silenced the rival Pharisees, with their trick question
about paying taxes to Caesar see Matthew They had formulated an even more elaborate word trap for Jesus.
They told an over-the-top hypothetical tale about one woman who married seven brothers in a row under the
law of levirate marriage more on that in a minute , none of whom fathered a child with her before they died
one by one. She herself survived them all and died childless. It was meant to force Jesus into admitting that
there is no afterlife. You see, the Sadducees were the biblical literalists of their day. And yet, unlike men, who
could have multiple wives under the law, a woman could not have multiple husbands at the same time. And he
referred them to the words of God speaking to Moses himself at the burning bush: This law was not unique to
the ancient Hebrews. It was fairly common in the cultures of that timeâ€”and continues to be practiced to this
day in some tribal cultures around the world. If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a
son, his widow must not marry outside the family. The first son she bears shall carry on the name of the dead
brother so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel. He will not fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to
me. And while that may be true, that is not the reason stated in the Hebrew Bible for the practice. Rather, as
you can see in the above passage, its purpose was to produce a son for the deceased man so that his name and
lineage would not end, but would continue. With the biblical background under our belt, we can now look at
one of the major reasons that Jesus did not actually say what traditional Christians think he said about
marriage and the afterlife. Here are some definitions from standard dictionaries: Anthropologists say that some

Page 3

MARRIAGES ARE NOT MADE IN HEAVEN pdf
type of marriage has been found in every known human society since ancient times. Historically, those rights
have included sexual rights, property rights, rights to children born of the union, rights of inheritance granted
to those children, and so on. This general form and view of marriage has, as pointed out in the third definition,
existed in every known human society since ancient times. Including the ancient Jewish society in which Jesus
lived. The whole point of the law of levirate marriage was to ensure that this function of marriage, seen as
essential in that society, would be carried out. When a man married a woman, and a woman was given in
marriage to a man, he and she were entering into that formally recognized, contractual-type relationship, in
which they secured various legal and property rights, and their children were given rights of inheritance and
property as well. See, for example, this commentary by Ben Witherington. The people of this age marry and
are given in marriage. What do these things have to do with marriage? Marriage, as they saw itâ€”and as many
people even today still see itâ€”is a legal and social contract whose purpose has to do with offspring, property
rights, and certain other legal and social rights and privileges. The whole point of this particular law of Moses
was to provide offspring for a man, to continue his name and inherit his property after he died. But what if
there were no such thing as death? What if a man or woman never died? In the resurrection, Jesus is saying,
there is no death. This means that all of your marriage laws such as the law of levirate marriage , whose
purpose was to provide for children, property, and inheritance, have no purpose in the afterlife. In short, Jesus
is saying: And that, my friends, is why the Sadducees were so wrong. Of course, they were wrong about there
being no resurrection and no afterlife. Their earthly, human, legal, property-based ideas about marriage
betrayed a complete ignorance of the realities of the afterlife, and of spiritual life in general. And the reality is
that vast numbers of people even today still think about marriage in these same earthly, materialistic, and
legalistic terms. Jesus is also telling present-day people who think this way: Marriage as you understand it
does not exist in heaven. In the afterlife, there is no need for all of the legal and social rights and privileges
conferred by marriage contracts and ceremonies. The history of marriage Believe it or not, marrying for love is
a fairly recent concept. Even a few hundred years ago, the idea of marrying for love would have sounded
strange and ridiculous, if not dangerous to society. I invite you to read the excellent book, Marriage, a History:
In this book, Ms. Coontz looks at the institution of marriage throughout history. As surprising as it may sound
to many people today, up until less than a century ago marriage was almost entirely about property,
inheritance, business, and procreationâ€”and in the nobility, about preserving royal bloodlines. Love had very
little to do with it. If a married couple were lucky enough to actually love one another, that was just an added
bonus. Divorcing because there was no love in the relationship would have been seen as downright silly. The
simple fact of the matter is that throughout most of human history, people did not seek love in marriage.
Instead, they sought out marital partnerships that would be advantageous for childbearing to continue and
strengthen the lineage of the family and clan, for increasing and solidifying the family wealth, property, and
business, and for establishing social status and privilege. Even today, in many parts of the world and in much
of human society, marriage is still primarily a social, legal, and business matter. That is the sort of marriage
Jesus was talking about. If he had tried to talk about what many people today have come to think of as
marriageâ€”as a relationship based on love, an inner connection, and shared moral and spiritual valuesâ€”his
audience would have been totally confused. But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to
come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage. They are talking about
the act of getting married, not the state of being married. And that is a perfectly valid, though somewhat
limited, interpretation of what Jesus said. But he was saying much more than that. He was saying that spiritual
marriagesâ€”the kind that do exist in heavenâ€”are made on earth, not in heaven. See, for example, Jeremiah
3: So it would be very strange if there were no marriage in heaven, and if angels were sexless beings, as
traditional Christian churches commonly teach. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.
God created male and female to be joined together as one. And just as God is not the God of the dead but of
the living, so everything God does is not temporary, but eternal: I know that everything God does will endure
forever.
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4: A Marriage Not Made in Heaven
Marriages Not Made In Heaven. What you say is only true of sacramental marriages. Since her husband is an atheist
(and I would assume unbaptized) their marriage.

Last of all the woman also died. In the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be? For the
seven had her as wife. For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are
like angels in heaven. The first married and died, and having no children left his wife to his brother. So too the
second and third, down to the seventh. After them all, the woman died. For a married woman is bound by law
to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. Accordingly,
she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband
dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress. Likewise, my brothers,
you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has
been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. For while we were living in the flesh, our
sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. I will betroth you to
me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. But each has his own gift from God, one of
one kind and one of another. To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single
as I am. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. But if her
husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. So guard yourselves in your
spirit, and do not be faithless. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion. Let the one who is able to
receive this receive it. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate. Seek and read from the
book of the Lord: Not one of these shall be missing; none shall be without her mate. For the mouth of the Lord
has commanded, and his Spirit has gathered them. He has cast the lot for them; his hand has portioned it out to
them with the line; they shall possess it forever; from generation to generation they shall dwell in it. The
wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom
abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. The leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will
be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and
they will reign forever and ever.
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5: Marriages Not Made In Heaven â€“ Jimmy Akin
As it turns out, not very easily. The Treo W ($ with a two-year Verizon commitment) is a Frankensteinian mishmash.
Some of its features are so inspired and well executed, you can't help.

Where do private interests such as those on Wall Street or in the drug industry stop and Washington begins?
Chapter 15 is all about the FDA, and we thought our readers would enjoy this searing behind-the-scenes look
at just how deeply the US Food and Drug Administration has enmeshed itself with the pharmaceutical
industry: Big Pharma and FDA: This is still the more revealing name. Drug companies devote themselves to
inventing non-natural molecules for use in medicine. Because molecules previously occurring in nature
cannot, as a rule, be patented. It also requires having the right people on your side. Drug companies know that
they must hire former FDA employees to assist with the process. They also hire leading experts as consultants,
some of the same experts who may be called on by the FDA to serve on its screening panels. Pharmaceutical
companies bury clinical trials which show bad results for a drug and publish only those that show a benefit.
The trials are often run on small numbers of unrepresentative patients, and the statistical analyses are
massaged to give as rosy a picture as possible. The bad behavior extends far beyond the industry itself. Drug
regulators, who do get access to some of the hidden results, often guard them jealously, even from academic
researchers, seeming to serve the interests of the firms whose products they are supposed to police. The
regulator sent back 68 pages in which virtually every sentence was blacked out. Medical journals frequently
fail to perform basic checks on the papers they print, so all sorts of sharp practice goes uncorrected. Many
published studies are not written by the academics whose names they bear, but by commercial ghostwriters
paid by drug firms. Doctors are bombarded with advertising encouraging them to prescribe certain drugs. Just
since , 75 people have been charged with trying to profit from inside information about drug approvals or
company mergers related to patentable drugs. Others with larger resources to invest have made much larger
sums. The people you should have been able to trust to fix [the] problems have failed you. Only
FDA-approved drugs can be prescribed within government programs such as Medicare. The FDA will also
discourage, and often ban, substances that might compete with approved drugs. When anti-depression drugs
based on extending the life of a hormone, serotonin, inside the body were approved, the Agency promptly
banned a natural substance, L-Tryptophan, that increased serotonin, even though the natural substance was
much cheaper and had long been available. Many years later, after the anti-depression drugs were well
established, Tryptophan was finally allowed back, but under restrictions that made it more expensive. In
general, the FDA maintains a resolutely hostile stance toward supplements. It will not allow any treatment
claims to be made for them, no matter how much science there is to support it, unless they are brought through
the FDA approval process and thus become drugs. The answer is obvious: This FDA policy prevents millions
of Americans from hearing about food or supplement remedies that are safer and cheaper than drugs. It hurts
the poor and the middle class. But, ironically, it also hurts the rich, even the crony capitalist rich. A national
magazine ran a profile of a Wall Street billionaire sitting in his gigantic Connecticut mansion, popping acid
blockers for a stomach problem that tormented him. He was totally unaware of research suggesting that most
such ailments stemmed from too little acid, not too much, and that a few simple tablets containing
hydrochloric acid, one of the cheapest supplements, would probably end his pain. Why did the billionaire not
know this? The answer could not be simpler: So there the billionaire sits in his great mansion, unable to enjoy
it because of intense stomach pain. Drug companies and the FDA are not alone in wishing to suppress
supplement alternatives to hyper-expensive patented prescription drugs. They have allies among both
politicians and doctors. One such study, published October 10, , by University of Michigan researchers,
purported to show that taking supplements could shorten your life. It caused a media feeding frenzy, with
headlines everywhere. The problem was that this study, like its predecessors, was junk science. The women in
the study were asked every six years what they had taken. They were supposed to remember what they had
taken for the six-year period. The reports did not have to be specific: Who knows what was taken or even it if
was taken? It could also be synthetic or natural. What was behind this? The AMA seems worried about
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competition for its brand of medicine, which focuses almost exclusively on conventional drugs and surgery.
The AMA and its affiliates also have a tight relationship with drug companies, and depend on them for
financial support in many forms, not just journal advertising. Both the AMA and drug companies thus seem
determined to trash supplements and those giving advice on supplements. How does the media fit into this?
Since prescription drug advertising was made legal, the major media have come to depend on it for survival.
Without it, most of the companies, already financially hard pressed by internet competition, would face
potential bankruptcy. Are all supplements safe? The World Health Organization recently recommended that
governments put extra calcium in the public water supply. This is a very bad idea. Genuine medical research
suggests that calcium should only be taken with important co-factors such as vitamin D and K2. These help
get the calcium into the bones, where it is needed, and keep it out of the heart and circulatory system. As with
anything else, good information and common sense are needed to make the best use of supplements. The FDA
also helps patent drug companies fight off competition from generic post-patent drug sellers. Smith describes
the process: Generic drugs are generally much cheaper than patent-protected brand name drugs. But they are
still quite expensive, especially given that the active ingredients often cost the manufacturer only a few
pennies. And in many cases, there are no generic versions available even after the patent on the brand name
drug has expired. Here is how the FDA prevents generic drugs from appearing and also keeps the prices of
those that do appear high. Bioequivalence A major element driving up the cost of generic drugs is
bioequivalence testing. If a company wants to manufacture a generic drug, be it a prescription drug like
finasteride or an over-the-counter drug like ibuprofen, it must file an Abbreviated New Drug Application
ANDA with the FDA, even if it is manufactured by others already. For drugs that are difficult to synthesize,
this requirement is important. For most drugs, however, the raw material can be purchased, often from the
identical supplier that provides it for the branded drug. To show bioequivalence, the company typically needs
to perform human studies that take nearly two years. Other Obstacles Foot dragging: Pharmacy chains get
money from drug manufacturers to push their name brands instead of generics. A bill in an earlier Congress
HR would have made transparent exactly how much money the pharmacies are receiving from pharmaceutical
companies to promote drugs still under patent, but it died in committee. By paying competitors to delay their
challenges to the patent, they are ensuring an exclusive market for themselvesâ€”and the ability to charge
whatever they wish. Such a bill should allow supplement companies to produce and sell generic drugs. It
should also eliminate the red tape including human trials that is needlessly preventing generic competition and
thus artificially preserving patent drug profits. Sometimes the FDA or other branches of the federal
government deliver opportunities to drug companies, not just protect them from potential competition. For
example, federal researchers may develop a chemical which is then licensed to a friendly drug company. Or
federal agencies will pay for drug research, or hire drug companies to conduct research. Medical marijuana
represents another example of how federal agencies assist major drug companies. So long as this was mainly
supplied by small time growers and protected by state law, the Drug Enforcement Agency and FDA were
unremittedly hostile. But when major drug companies became interested, federal agencies shifted to helping
carve out a new monopoly for them. In effect, then, drug companies are not really private companies
competing in an open market. It should not be surprising, therefore, that drug companies spend millions on
political lobbying and campaign contributions. Many politicians rely on these campaign contributions and thus
have a vested interest in maintaining the drug cartel, even though needlessly high drug costs contribute to
soaring medical costs. Sometimes the relationships are hard to follow. For example, a powerful senator like
Majority Leader Harry Reid D-Nevada may seem to be at odds with Pharma, but then collect plentiful
campaign contributions from drug companies when facing a close race. The drug companies are not only
interested in rewarding friends; they also want to keep critics from converting rhetoric into action. The same
principle applies to President Obama. A more typical case is former Senator Chris Dodd of Connecticut. He
sat on the Senate committee overseeing health and for a time was expected to be its next chairman. In addition,
his wife, Jackie Clegg, was paid well, both in cash and stock, to serve on two drug company boards. As noted
in an earlier chapter, Dodd and his wife also benefited from a preferential mortgage rate provided by a
company, Countrywide Financial, at the heart of the sub-prime home lending scandal that contributed to the
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Crash of The result of all this is that drug companies, ostensibly regulated by the government, have come to
rely on the regulators and politicians to feather their mutual nest. This sounded impressive, but it was just a
slap on the wrist for the giant drug company. But Merck continued partnering with and selling to government
without any interruption or even question. As government takes over more and more of medicine, through
Medicare, Medicaid, Obamacare, and regulatory agencies such as the FDA, it must itself bear more and more
monopoly inflated drug costs. Much of this is financed by borrowing from China and other countries, or more
recently, by printing money. Not surprisingly, the Chinese have shown themselves to be apt pupils of the
crony capitalist US medical system. Among other devices, they have taken to issuing indiscriminate domestic
drug patents, so that US firms find it increasingly difficult to enforce their own US patents in China.
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6: Didnâ€™t Jesus Say Thereâ€™s No Marriage in Heaven? | Spiritual Insights for Everyday Life
Marriage itself is made in heaven, but not every marriage is made in heaven. Not every marriage is a good idea. Some
people shouldn't get marriedâ€”at least not to each other.

A Marriage Made in Heaven Relationships: You spent hours combing through your wardrobe, fixing your
hair, and making sure that the food and ambiance were perfect. The day finally approached. It was a HUGE
success. Anticipation LOTS of it. Your mind replayed every moment of the date more times than reruns of
The Brady Bunch. Thinking of her made your heart pound so loudly that you wondered if others could hear it.
And then it finally happened. What Makes Relationships Last? Some basic elements of a successful
relationship include sharing common interests, communicating on a regular basis, displaying appreciation and
affection, embracing intimacy, and showing real empathy. Honesty, trust, respect, and fidelity are also critical
ingredients. While best intentions are all well and good, your daily actions form the foundation of any
successful relationship. Watch your words, for they become actions. Watch your actions, for they become
habits. Watch your habits, for they become your character. And watch your character, for it becomes your
destiny! Actions become habits, which ultimately determine the destiny of your relationship. Here are some
positive actions worthy of your consideration: Be mindful that your focus should shift from me to us and from
mine to ours. Accept your spouse for who he or she is, rather than the person you want him or her to be.
Practice active listening, thoughtful speaking, and constructive dialogue. Remember that silence and attention
can be forms of communication, too. Be prepared to go the extra mile. You both win or lose together. Each
participant should share responsibilities appropriately based on the strengths and goals of each individual. The
key is how you deal with it. First, acknowledge that your spouse has good intentions. Second, focus your
discussions on the issue â€”â€” without withdrawing, hurling insults, or getting personal. Most importantly, be
supportive when the chips are down. Find happiness simply being in the presence of one another. As the years
go by, build shared experiences and find ways to add spice to your life. Never take the relationship for
granted. Make your relationship a priority. Find balance between work and family, acknowledging that both
contribute to your happiness and the strength of your relationship. Grow older and wiser together. The most
exciting part of a long-standing relationship is the growth that you achieve together, building on the promise
of your marriage vows into fuller, more capable people joined through love and shared commitment. Shared
beliefs and values form the heart of every successful relationship and ultimately determine its success. The
alternative is sweeping the issue under the carpet and waiting till it rears its ugly head. Some areas where good
people may differ: Do you want to have children or remain childless? Do you prefer to have a small or a large
family? Are you a spender or a saver? How much sacrifice are you willing to make today to ensure a bright
future? How much risk are you willing to accept? How much significance does religion play in your life? How
much time would you like to spend with your spouse versus with other couples? Do you prefer the familiar or
relish change? Are you open to moving to a different town or do you prefer remaining close to friends and
family? Do you strive for balance between home and work? There are very few things in life as rewarding as
having a soul mate. Having a soul mate will bring out the very best in you, making you the person you want to
be rather than the person you are. Sure, every relationship requires commitment and hard work. So, never stop
courting your spouse.
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7: â€‹Reasons why some Indians reject an arranged marriage proposal
Not All Marriages are Made in Heaven [Farahad Zama] on www.enganchecubano.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying
offers. Business at Mr Ali's Marriage Bureau is as brisk as ever, but he and Mrs Ali are concerned about their son.

If marriages were made in heaven, God certainly has made a lot of mistakes! The divorce rate in the U. There
is no basis for assuming that once a couple marries life together should proceed happily ever after. There are
three major reasons that marriages fail: And then proceed to marry only to find that after the initial endorphin
rush subsides, they are left with someone with whom they have little in common and may not even like.
Romantic relationships should include many of the characteristics one would look for in a best friend,
roommate, and playmate. Without similar interests, a similar sense of humor, similar values, similar priorities
regarding finances, and similar daily living habits, even the most scintillating of relationships will deteriorate
once the sizzle diminishes. I advise people to do their homework and vet their prospective mate with the same
due diligence as one would a business partner. Unrealistic Expectations All too often couples do not learn
about the small print in their marriage contract until after they marry. It is only then that they realize that they
each had expectations, both explicit and implicit, that were never discussed or agreed upon. Instead of
discussing their respective expectations they end up being disappointed and even resentful when these
expectations are not met. When any one of these expectations are not met, it can potentially lead to marital
discord. It would be similar to listing the expectations in a job description. Just as employees or business
partners should know what is expected of them, marital partners should know what each expects of the other
and have some say in whether they agree to meet those expectations. Preferably before they get married.
Maintenance This is a big-ticket item. A marriage is similar to a vegetable garden. When planting a garden
you must first cultivate the soil and then decide what vegetables you wish to plant and whether they will grow
in your type of soil. You must also decide what vegetables are compatible with each other. Some vegetables
need more sunlight or water than others; some need more attention than others. Some need more room to
grow. Poor planning can cause an over-crowded garden. Then, once the garden is planted, comes the most
important part: The garden must be weeded, guarded against insects, diseases, and animals. It must be pruned,
nurtured, watered, and fed. If all of these are accomplished, the garden will flourish. Relationships, especially
marriages, need the same type of planning and attention that goes into a garden. Unfortunately, more often
than not, couples do not spend the same amount of time, energy, and attention to detail to their relationship
that they would with a garden. They invest far less. They fail to realize that after the honeymoon is when the
real work of marriage begins. They are surprised when I tell them that just like learning to ballroom dance
together takes time and effort to learn how to synchronize with a partner, marriage will take a similar amount
of time, effort, and practice. Falling in love simply is not enough to make a marriage work; it is just the
beginning. If couples are open to learn, committed to practice, and willing to make room for individual
differences, marriage can be magical, wondrous, and fulfillingâ€¦.
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Is Marriage Really Made in Heaven? No one can argue that a fundamental change is underway in Western
culture, especially in the area of marriage and the family. And the pace of change seems to be gathering
strength. If you roll back the clock just 18 months, few of us would have believed that gay marriage would
now be legal in theory at least in some parts of the U. They are changing so fast that we can hardly keep track
of all the changes around us. As Christians, we cannot ignore what is happening or pretend it will go away. If
we do not respond biblically, we may end up being co-opted into accepting these changes as necessary and
good. Our goal is to do exactly what the series title suggests. We want to explain clearly what God says about
marriage, the family, same-sex marriage, moral purity, hope for change, and Christ-like love. In order to arrive
at the truth, we need to ask the right questions first. We ask simply for a fair hearing, nothing more. Take
notes, jot down your questions. And most of all, check everything I say by the Word of God. The Word of
God must be our ultimate authority. Marriage itself is made in heaven, but not every marriage is made in
heaven. Not every marriage is a good idea. Here are two verses to consider as we begin: These verses offer a
very positive framework for us to consider. Marriage is good and honorable, and deserves our support. Let
every husband regard his wife as a gift from God, and every wife regard her husband the same way. Marriage
and the Glory of God Before going further, I should tell you that this is not a sermon about how to have a
happy marriage. Those are worthwhile sermons, but not for today. Our subject is more foundational than that:
What should we think about marriage? Marriage is of supreme importance because it is the first institution
created by God. Marriage is the foundation of the family and the cornerstone of civilization. Marriage is what
God says it isâ€”not what man says it is. Our marriages will not flourish unless we follow the divine blueprint.
Let me offer a further thought that may be new to many of you: Marriage is of central importance because it is
one of the key ways in which God displays his glory in the world. God intends that your marriage display
something of his character to the world. That leads us in some surprising directions: Until we grasp this, we
will never have a proper foundation for thinking Christianly about marriage. Marriage is a window in time
through which the world grasps a glimpse of eternity. A Paganized Culture Marriage today is in crisis in our
society. There are many causes, including materialism, secularism, greed, and rampant selfishness. Many
young people have seen so much divorce, they doubt that a lifelong marriage is possibleâ€”or even desirable.
The current debate over same-sex marriage is not the problem. And it is not new. Check out the Old
Testament. Read the history of ancient Greece and Rome. The problem today is that Christians have been
sleeping while the world has changed around them. We treat holy things as lowly, and lowly things as holy.
No wonder there is such enormous confusion about marriage and the family. The world has no idea what to
think about sex. On one hand, the world corrupts it into the most degrading form possible. On the other hand,
the world elevates sex and begins to worship it as the highest expression of human experience. Both extremes
are equally wrong. And despite the controversy and confusion, marriage endures as a human institution
because there is something in us that craves the companionship of a husband or wife. Here is the proof: Most
people will be married at some point in life. And nearly everyone wants to be married. Many people so greatly
desire marriage that they get married again and again and again. Leaving aside any other judgments, that
demonstrates the truth of what God said in Genesis 2: Back to Eden With that as background, we turn now to
Genesis 2, the most basic passage in the Bible about marriage. If this were all we had, it would be more than
enough to teach us what we need to know about marriage. Before jumping into the text, please note these two
points about the context: That is, the first marriage took place in paradise, in the Garden of Eden. It shows us
what marriage is meant to be as it comes from the hand of the Creator. He meets her because God orchestrates
every part of their relationship. God takes the initiative to show Adam his loneliness v. She will make up what
is lacking in him, and together they will be stronger than if they were apart. Adam learns about loneliness by
naming the animals vv. As Adam names the animals, God is preparing him for marriage. He is teaching him to
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be a leader. The power to name is the power of authority. He is also teaching Adam that humanity stands
above the animal kingdom. God was also training him to be a lover. As Adam surveyed the animals he saw
Mr. And so it went throughout the animal kingdomâ€”always male and female. But where in all creation could
he find a counterpart for himself? God was creating within Adam a gnawing hunger for a life partner, a hunger
God would soon meet in the creation of Eve. Adam is not ready for Eve until he sees his own incompleteness.
God brings the woman to the man vv. Note how God takes the lead in all that happens. He puts Adam to sleep,
then he takes a rib from his side, then he fashions Eve, then he brings her to Adam. God is the author of the
first marriage, and he is intimately involved in every aspect. That is precisely what happened in Eden. God
was the father of the bride and he personally brings her to Adam. There was no courtship and no dating. The
first marriage was an arranged marriage. God himself performed the first ceremony as minister, father and
witness. Adam recognizes Eve as similar but different v. He created a partner for Adamâ€”like him, from him,
yet different. The Hebrew words tell the story. Adam is flat on the ground, just beginning to awake from the
divine anesthesia. As he opens his eyes, he sees the Lord and next to him a beautiful, blushing creature
looking at him in wide-eyed anticipation. Not a rabbit or a porcupine. Who or what is she? She looks like him.
In these two verses we find the four essential components of Christian marriage: Cleaving means being glued
together so tightly no force can tear you apart. Transparency means having a relationship built on such trust
that you can let down the barriers and allow another person to know you deeplyâ€”body, soul and spirit. A
healthy, happy marriage is as close to heaven as we will get on earth. In marriage there is true equality and
true difference. Woman is not less than man, nor is man greater than woman. But the man is not the woman,
and the woman is not the man. Both are made in the image of God, yet they are very different from each other.
Two women cannot do this.
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No moral relativism here. November 15, at 8: We can develop them, and allow them to grow, and then trust
them to guide us when we need it. Nor should we trust a flabby conscience. And we should all remember what
St. Ignatius says about conscience this is a paraphrase: To him for whom the conscience is weak, the devil
seeks to weaken it, making us accept more and more in our lives. To him for whom the conscience is strong,
the devil seeks to more it all the more particular, so that the sin of scrupulosity may creep in, and we might
lose the ability to pursue virtue as we grow in self-loathing. For some their conscience says follow whatever
the RC Church says and they should do just that. If it is something else then they should follow that path.
Tolerance that encourages people to stay in a place that could compromise their immortal souls is not charity
at all. An atheist or agnostic might indeed find a compatible partner through such a service. However, for
many atheism and agnosticism are transient states â€” Thank God â€” and the formation of relationships on
that basis might diminish the chance that they would eventually come to faith. It is true charity to hope and
pray that those who do not presently believe will someday receive the grace of faith, not that they will
continue to be comfortable in their unbelief. What about people like St Cyprian, who excommunicated the
Pope, and died a martyr. Is it relativism to suggest that it would be better for an atheist to do what he really
thinks is right than to pretend to be a Catholic and thus become hypocrite based on social pressure, or some
other reason than thinking Catholicism is true? Lewis acting rightly when he received confirmation and
communion in the Anglican church , and recited the creeds, even though he was an atheist? Or should he have
followed his conscience rather than trying to avoid conflict with his father? There is a basic point all are
missing here. The moral law was established by god and given to man in the form of divine revelation. It is
implanted on the hearts of all men to know the truth. All men have free will to accept the graces given to them
by god, and God gives ALL men the graces neede to be saved. The issue is made complex because man has
free will and can reject the graces given. This leads men into a variety of errors. The inflection point for Jews
and Protestants today is the time when Jesus came. The Jews could not accpet Jesus as the Messiah, while
Protestants later on could not accept that Jesus left a shepard on earth to guide the flock. There are more than
60 old testament prophecies that clearly tell a reader who the messiah is. Ifr a person rejects that, there is
nothing you can do for them, except pray they open thier heart to the truth. If all of the miracles and obvious
good fruits of the Catholic church do not convince a non Catholic it is the true Church established by God, it is
for reasons of sin or bad will. In my own family, on one side I have two relatives who were ArchBishops in
Europe, and many ordained clergy including nuns and priests. I can only conclude there were many devout
and pious relatives in my family and my present family could now be the beneficiares of their prayers and
sacrafices based on the fact my family has been so richly blessed. My confessor says it is in part becasue those
who accept the graces given to them by God are given more. And to those who reject the graces, God will not
send more. That makes sense,since society at large sees that it is wrong to keep giving people money who will
not work and will waste it. In time , the lack of grace then blinds us to all things holy and good. This is not a
debate about whether there is salvation outside the Catholic church please, not againâ€¦. What I said was: Such
a person would, however, be bound to conform their conscience at least to what they knew of natural law. The
clearest sign of an undeveloped conscience is that it seldom bothers you. The point I was trying to make, and
that you avoided addressing, was that the human conscience must be conformed to the truth. When mankind
fell and we are fallen , his conscience fell with him. November 15, at 9: Let us say that God knows the entirety
of the truth, because duh God is Truth. The Church knows all of the revealed Truth, because God told Her all
about it. The well-formed conscience knows a pretty good chunk of what truth God taught the Church, and
certainly knows all of the truth which we absolutely must know for salvation â€” plus other bits which are just
cool and helpful. A poorly-formed conscience knows bits and pieces of the truth, which if not correctly
aligned, will lead its possessor astray. It is also necessary that the possessor keep trying to seek the truth and
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educate his conscience, as well as letting God have input. Does this make sense? November 15, at That is the
job of our intellect and will. We give the assent of faith, and then train our conscience to conform to it. The
job of the conscience is to remind us of what we believe, not to form those beliefs. The conscience is not a
map, though it can be a map light. We will be held responsible at the judgement if we allow our conscience to
atrophy, when we might have been able to strengthen it had we taken the trouble. It is a part of the intellect,
the part used when we engage in moral reasoning. See the Catholic Encyclopedia article on Conscience.
Maybe I was painting with too broad a brush before, but we are getting into an area more technical than I am
used to. In other words, it is not some magical intuitive impulse that sits in judgement on our moral choices,
but is bound up with the intellect and the will. Moral reasoning is still reasoning, in other words. We have the
impression of the law of God on our hearts, but thanks to original sin it is an incomplete and sometimes
warped impression, and we have to take steps to conform it to the truth. Learn which Vatican II document
contradicts you? Actually, Patrick, Dignitatis Humanae contradicts your earlier claim. It is true that a person
must always follow his conscience. But it is never true that a well-formed conscience will contradict Church
teaching. November 15, at 1: November 15, at 4: A human is one, period. By the way modern thinking follows
the Hebrew not the Greek thought pattern. The promise simply carries its own force. This is assuming one
believes in an objective, intrinsic morality, which he considers to be self-evidently true. November 15, at 6:
Those who either for sheer historical reasons have NOT EVER encountered the Gospel or for unfathomably
intractable reasons neurological, psychological, etc. But, by sharp contrast, those who have encountered and
rejected the Gospel stand not condoned eo ipso by their conscience, but rather stand condoned by a conscience
which is itself condemned in the higher, larger, normative parameters of the Gospel. He was modeled by
Christ as a paragon of unrepentance precisely in the context of the Gospel. So it is today. V2 enunciated the
hard and rare cases which Tradition has always been supple enough to admit. Those who hear, ponder, and yet
reject the Gospel are more common, and also less difficult to diagnose. It may help to imagine rejection of the
Gospel as preemptive apostasy from it. Are we to assume those who for reasons of conscience apostasize from
Christ in His Church are off the hook? Perhaps, though, in extreme cases of cultural and psychological
damage, there is justifiable reason for separating from though not divorcing Christ. Indeed, Paul makes it clear
the problem for the unregenerate sine fides et baptismo is that their consciences are darkened by sin and
plunge them into condemnation. Nevertheless, he recognizes the rare cases of righteous pagan consciences
Romans ; cf. Saying the Bible smears all things into one amorphous, amoebic self is unwarranted, especially
when such truisms are made to serve a pietistic reifying unqualified sovereignty of conscience. November 16,
at 6: Jewish thinking did consider a person as having a separate body and soul.
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