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1: Mayans, Inca, Olmec, and Aztec Timeline | Sutori
The Maya or the Mayan is basically a Mesoamerican civilization, distinguished and highly renowned for the only known
fully developed written language of the pre-Columbian Americas, along with its art, architecture, and mathematical and
astronomical systems.

The Aztecs, Mayans and Incas are often confused in the minds of those who have not studied their history.
The religious beliefs and practices of the Mayans and Aztecs were similar, but the Incas worshiped the sun.
The Mayans are credited with the Mayan calendar and the Aztecs also have a calendar, while the Incas are
famed for their masonry and engineering skills. All three were great civilizations. The earliest records of the
Maya civilization show that they were already growing crops around 1, BC. Pyramid cities in the rain forest,
elaborate ball courts in their ceremonial centers where captives played for their lives, and enormous carved
stone stelae reveal some of their secrets. The "golden era" of the Maya civilization occurred between and AD,
with more than 40 cities, some of which had populations of more than 50, Mayan women were involved in
every level of leadership, including the ritual bloodletting that appeased their gods. Advanced Mayan
mathematics and astronomy used the concept of zero, a complex day calendar and precise
architectural-astronomical alignment. Mayans had a written language and made books from paper. They were
not defeated by the Spanish; they mysteriously abandoned their cities.. It is not known where they came from,
as they did not have a written language, but it is said that they came from an island known as Astlan. When
they arrived they were a poor and ragged group, but they grew to a great, sun-worshiping civilization. Their
capital city, Tenochtitlan, was located in what they called the "Valley of Mexica" in swampy ground, and their
buildings were often known to sink. The Aztecs were strong militarily, sacrificed the hearts of living captives
to their gods, and developed floating agricultural gardens. When the Spanish arrived in the 16th century they
set out to completely wipe out the Aztecs, and few survived. Incas The Inca civilization existed at the same
time as the Aztecs. Their empire in South America covered a vast territory, mainly in the Andes mountains but
also including lowlands and deserts, stretching from what is now Quito, Ecuador to the Maule River in Chile.
Named after a ruler, Tupac Inca, they built more than 14, miles of roads and bridges, traversable by foot or
horseback. They are famed for their masonry skills, but it is not known how they cut the massive stones and
fitted them so precisely or how they transported them to places like the famous city Machu Picchu, built high
on a jungle mountainside. The Incas developed brain surgery but not writing, worshiped the sun and,
apparently, ritually sacrificed "perfect" children to their gods, abandoning them in freezing mountaintop caves.
They were not a militaristic people and were wiped out by the Spaniards in the 16th century. Very little
information about them exists, but some believe that the Mayan calendar originated with the Olmecs. They are
believed to have had a major influence on the Mayans and the Aztecs. Olmec were stone carvers, and some of
their enormous stone heads can be seen in the Smithsonian museum. A ball game played by the Aztecs,
ullamaliztli, was probably invented by the Olmecs, and their religious beliefs likely inspired some Mayan and
Aztec practices.

Page 1

MAYAN, INCAN, AND AZTEC CIVILIZATIONS pdf
2: Why did the Maya,Aztec, and Inca civilizations collapse? by Elisabeth Williams on Prezi
The three most dominant and advanced civilizations that developed in the Americas prior to the arrival of the Europeans
were the Aztecs, the Maya, and the Inca. The Aztec Empire was located in central Mexico. It ruled much of the region
from the s until the Spanish arrived in Much of the.

The pattern of growth of civilizations is the same as throughout the world: However, as they had no contact
with the civilizations in Africa, Asia and Europe, the American civilizations had their own very distinct
identity and culture. Scroll down to find out more about the Mayans, Aztecs and Incas! Mayans History The
Mayan civilization existed for more than years! Scholars, always seeking to put order in the past, have divided
their time into 3 periods: Over time different city-states emerged, controlling the area around the city but also,
when the city-state was powerful, other cities. Can you find them on the map? Share Strong Olmec Influence
There were many other civilizations in Mesoamerica that influenced each other. The culture of the Olmecs, the
first civilization in the region, spread far and wide. They were the first to build sacred cities made of stone
while their art, religion and even their love of ball games was passed onto other cultures. Above you can see
one of the giant heads sculpted by the Olmec people. We are unsure, but we think they represent the heads of
past rulers. These could measure nearly 3m 9. The cities were usually built around a religious and
administration center. Pyramids like the one above were topped by a temple devoted to the gods, where the
ruler would be put to rest when he died. The new ruler would then build a temple-pyramid over the top of the
old one. If you traveled back to the time of the Mayans, this pyramid-temple would have been painted in red!
Share Food and Trade For a civilization to grow, two key features are needed: All surplus of food allowed
trade to develop and to bring in goods that city-states did not have. Trade routes also allowed for the exchange
of ideas. Share Which one does not border the Maya region? Poc-a-Toc was the most popular game among the
Maya. Two teams faced each other and had to put the rubber ball through a hoop using all parts of the body
except the hands and feet. To make things easier, the hoop was sometimes 6m 20 feet up in the air or higher!
Their knowledge of both made them create the Mayan calendar. The Mayan knowledge of the stars was used
to make predictions on what would occur in the future. This way, they could predict when the next ones would
happen, and therefore perform ceremonies to appease the gods and avoid disaster. The Aztecs and Incas also
had similar knowledge of the stars. Share According to the Mayan Calendar what was meant to happen on
December 21, ? Writing Many other Mesoamerican languages remain a mystery to us today but we can
understand the Mayan writing system see the Invention of Writing timeline. We can thank and scorn one
person for the knowledge we have of the language: Bishop Diego de Landa. Unable to push through a new
religion on the Mayans, he burned over 40 Mayan books as well as images to keep them away from their own
beliefs. When he resorted to torture, he was condemned and called back to Spain to explain his actions.
Thanks to the book he wrote to defend himself and prove that the Mayan beliefs were the work of the devil
and far from Christianity, we now know a lot about Mayan culture, religion and language. Only three books of
the Ancient Maya survived. There is a reproduction of one of them above. Can you see the Mayan numbers? It
gives a good idea of what Mayan art was like. Share Spanish Conquest I In the 16th century, the lives of the
people in the Americas changed forever. Wars and destruction followed the steps of the Spanish, who
gradually destroyed the ancient civilizations. Nevertheless, by the time the Spanish arrived, the large Mayan
cities were already empty and the once great civilization was no more. Climate change and overpopulation are
two possible explanations which made the people leave the large cities. In , the last Mayan city fell but this did
not signal the end of the Mayans. Indeed, today more than 6 million people still speak Mayan languages and
follow the ways of their ancestors. Share Aztecs History As mentioned earlier, the Mayan civilization was
composed of city-states competing for power. Over time, some rose above the rest and had power before
another one took power. To the north-west of the Mayans, in present day central Mexico, it was no different. It
became one of the largest cities of the world at the time with around , people living there. People traveled on
boats along the canal routes. The city greatly impressed the Spanish when they arrived. There were toilets in
the homes of the rich, and people who cleaned the streets. On the image above you can see the sacred
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buildings with stepped pyramids just like those the Maya had. Notice the fields at the bottom of the image?
Scattered around the city were islands which were used to grow crops.
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3: Mayans, Aztecs, and Incas | www.enganchecubano.com
The Maya, Inca, and Aztecs built great civilizations in Mexico and in Central and South America between 1, and years
ago. The first of these was the Maya civilization. Maya Civilization.

Fashion, Costume, and Culture: Of the many early civilizations first living in this area, the Mayans, Aztecs,
and Incas are the best known and offer a broad understanding of early life in these areas. Although often
studied as an empire, the Mayan civilization was not a unified society but rather a group of twenty culturally
similar, independent states. Mayans created a highly developed culture with systems of writing, calendars,
mathematics, astronomy, art, architecture, and religious, political, and military order. Mayans constructed
beautiful stone cities and religious temples without the use of metal tools or the wheel, since these tools had
not yet been discovered by their culture. Much about Mayan culture is lost forever. The tropical climate of
Mexico did not preserve the tree bark books buried with priests, and the Spanish conquerors and missionaries
of the s burned or destroyed the remnants of Mayan culture that they found. Nevertheless, archaeologists,
people who study the physical remains of past cultures, continue to reveal new aspects of this ancient
civilization through present-day excavations or scientific digs. Originating from a small group of
poverty-stricken wanderers, the Aztec empire developed into one of the largest empires in the Americas. At its
height the Aztec empire consisted of a ruling class of Aztecs with nearly fifteen million subjects of different
cultures living in five hundred different cities and towns. The Aztecs followed a demanding religion that
required human sacrifices, wrote poetry, engineered huge stone temples, devised two calendarsâ€”one for the
days of the year and another for religious eventsâ€”and developed a system of strict laws that covered all
aspects of life, including what clothes a person could wear. The Aztec culture was swiftly overcome in the s
when the Spanish conquerors, with thousands of Mexican allies who wished to destroy the Aztecs, began
battles that, along with the spread of smallpox, an often fatal highly infectious viral disease, would ruin the
Aztec empire by Although many different cultures prospered in the South American Andes Mountains before
b. Incas built roads, developed trade, created stone architecture, made beautifully worked gold art and jewelry,
became skillful potters, and wove lovely fabrics. Much like the Aztecs, the Incas suffered from the attacks of
Spanish conquerors and the spread of smallpox. In Spaniard Francisco Pizarro c. The last Inca emperor
remained in power until , when Spaniards killed him. While the Mayans, Aztecs, and Incas each had distinct
clothing traditions and costumes, many similarities exist. In the broadest terms these cultures wore the same
types of clothing styles. But the different ways they decorated their skin, adorned their hair, and patterned their
fabric, among other daily habits, made them quite distinct. Reign of Blood and Splendor. Everyday Life of the
Aztecs. Inca Religion and Customs. Translated and edited by Roland Hamilton. University of Texas Press,
Lords of Gold and Glory. Retrieved October 18, from Encyclopedia. Then, copy and paste the text into your
bibliography or works cited list. Because each style has its own formatting nuances that evolve over time and
not all information is available for every reference entry or article, Encyclopedia.
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Aztec civilization did not have draft animals or wheeled vehicles, and so roads were designed for travel on foot. The
Aztecs worshipped Huitzilopochtli, the personification of the sun and war, and practiced human sacrifice.

The first of these was the Maya civilization. Maya Civilization About 2, years ago, people known as the Maya
lived in farming villages on the Yucatan Peninsula and the highlands to the south. Excavations at Tikal,
Guatemala, one of the greatest and oldest Maya centers, have revealed thousands of structures and artifacts.
The findings include temples, pyramids, ball-playing courts, stone monuments, tools, ceremonial objects, and
a great many pottery fragments. The limestone of the Yucatan Peninsula was easily quarried and used for
building and tool making. In the south, volcanoes stretched over the highlands and yielded valuable resources.
The fertile volcanic soil allowed the people to grow crops. Between and , they expanded their empire until it
extended nearly 2, miles from north to south and included as many as 16 million people. The lands they
occupied included mountains, coastal desert, and low-lying jungle. The Incan central government at Cuzco
maintained a strong military and passed laws to create official customs and an official language and calendar.
The Inca engineered 14, miles of roads, including tunnels and bridges, and built the great fortress of
Sacsahuaman. They also developed highly advanced terracing and irrigation methods to allow farming in
difficult mountain terrain. This valley had a mild climate that was good for agriculture. The surrounding
lowlands offered a hotter, wetter tropical climate and an abundance of natural resources. They called
themselves the Mexica pronounced me-shee-ka and became accomplished corn farmers, warriors, and temple
builders. The statues stood guard at the doorway of the meeting room of the Aztec warriors. The aggression
and warrior skill of the Aztecs allowed them to conquer neighboring people. Eventually, the empire stretched
over most of central Mexico and included millions of people. Their accomplishments included the
development of complex writing and mathematical systems and impressive advances in astronomy. They used
two calendars. One calendar was based on a solar year, while the other was a kind of sacred almanac. A
sophisticated three-symbol numerical system allowed the Maya to record numbers into the millions. The
Aztec civilization, which emerged beginning in the s, is considered the greatest of the civilizations that
developed in Mesoamerica, the area extending from central Mexico to Honduras. Settling first on an island in
Lake Texcoco, the Aztecs expanded their control to most of central Mexico. Like the Maya, the Aztec used a
sacred calendar and a day agricultural calendar. The Aztec writing system was based on glyphs, symbols that
stand for sounds or words. The few remaining Aztec books, called codices, provide rich depictions of Aztec
legends, beliefs, and daily life. At about the same time that the Aztecs flourished in Mexico, the highly
developed Incan Empire flourished in the Andes Mountains and along the west coast of South America. The
vast Incan Empire had a central government that established laws, developed a complex road system, planned
cities, and created farmlands along the sides of mountains. Unlike the Aztecs and the Maya, the Inca did not
develop a writing system. Records of inventories were kept on bundles of knotted cords called quipus. Museo
de America, Madrid, Spain.
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The Inca civilization can be traced back to about A.D. They lived in the mountains of Peru, far removed from the
Olmecs, Maya, and Aztecs, and at the peak of their power, the civilization extended for 4, kilometers (2, mi) and
included 16 million people.

Get Full Essay Get access to this section to get all help you need with your essay and educational issues.
These accomplishments established them as advanced societies during their time. The Incans built a large road
system, devised a complex irrigation system and developed their own language. The Mayans constructed the
largest structure known until modern times, made drastic accomplishments in mathematics, studied astronomy
and formed a calendar. The Aztecs built well-organized cities and developed a writing system based on
pictures. To unite their empire, the Incans formed their own language and religion. They worshipped many
g-ds and their ruler was a sun-g-d king. They also created a road that wound over 12, miles as shown in
Document Five. This road went through mountains and deserts. This road system enabled armies to travel
rapidly throughout the empire. The road also allowed news to travel faster than before. The road was used to
send news to soldiers stationed up and down the road to put down rebellions throughout the empire. The
Incans also acquired great building skills. As shown in Document Six, the Incans built buildings without the
use of a cement or mortar. These buildings have survived numerous earthquakes throughout many centuries.
The need for more food led the Incans to build complex irrigation systems which enabled corn to grow in
places it had not previously been able to. A son of an Incan princess once wrote about the complexity and
organization of these irrigation channels as shown in Document Four. The Mayans were advanced in the sense
that they had unique architectural skills. They built the tallest structure in the world until modern times as
shown in Document One. The Mayans dedicated these buildings to g-ds and important rulers. The priests
performed services on top of structures like these and the people watched from the ground. The Mayans also
built large palaces and stone pillars with carvings of Mayan events. Along with their advances in architecture
the Mayans developed a complex calendar with hieroglyphics as depicted in Document Two. These glyphs
were based on their writing system. Along with their architectural accomplishments and their own unique
writing system the Mayans also studied mathematics. The Mayans came up with the idea of zero. The capitol
of the Aztec world was Tenochitlan. Tenochitlan was a well organized city with many public centers such as
the palace, marketplace and temple. The Aztecs performed human sacrifices every morning at the temple.
Cortes was impressed with the organization and the amount of people in Tenochitlan and wrote his fascination
down in Document Three. The Aztecs also created their own writing system based on pictures. They were
pyramid builders and participated in trade with other countries. The Mayans, Aztecs and Incas were all
advanced in their own ways. The Aztecs advanced in how their cities were laid out, the Incas united their
empire through their road and the Mayans made advances in learning and in architectural planning. These
advances are all considered major accomplishments by modern day historians. More essays like this:
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6: An Essay on the Mayan, Incan, and Aztec Civilizations | Essay Example
Mayan, Incan, and Aztec Civilizations provides resources for the study of the major Indian civilizations of Central and
South America. The mysteries and differences in culture of these civili-.

It ruled much of the region from the s until the Spanish arrived in Much of the Aztec society centered around
their religion and gods. They built large pyramids as temples to their gods and went to war to capture people
they could sacrifice to their gods. The capital city of the Aztec Empire was Tenochtitlan. This city was
founded in on an island in Lake Texcoco. At the height of its power, the city likely had a population of ,
people. At the center of the city was a large temple complex with pyramids and a palace for the king. The rest
of the city was planned out in a grid-like fashion and divided up into districts. It had causeways built to get to
the mainland and aqueducts to bring fresh water into the city. The Aztec called their ruler the Tlatoani. The
Empire reached its height under the rule of Tlatoani Montezuma I. Around the priests of the Aztecs began to
see omens of doom. They felt that something bad was going to happen. In Spanish conquistador Hernan
Cortes arrived in Mexico. By the Spanish had conquered the Aztecs. They tore down much of the city of
Tenochtitlan and built their own city on the site called Mexico City. Maya The Maya civilization began as
early as BC and continued to have a strong presence in Mesoamerica for over years until the Spanish arrived
in AD. The Maya were organized into powerful city-states. They built hundreds of cities filled with large stone
structures. The Maya are perhaps best known today for their many pyramids. They built pyramids to their
gods that towered hundreds of feet tall above the jungle. The Maya were the only American civilization to
develop an advanced written language. They also excelled in mathematics, art, architecture, and astronomy.
Inca The Inca Empire was centered in Peru and ruled over much of the west coast of South America from the s
to the time of the Spanish arrival in This wide ranging empire did not have the wheel, iron tools, or a writing
system, but its complex government and system of roads created a society where everyone had a job, a home,
and something to eat. The emperor of the Inca was known as the Sapa Inca. The first Sapa Inca was Manco
Capac. He founded the Kingdom of Cuzco around AD. The city of Cuzco would remain the capital of the
empire as it expanded in the coming years. The Inca expanded into a great empire under the reign of
Pachacuti. Pachacuti created the Inca Empire which the Inca called the Tawantinsuyu. At its height, the Inca
Empire had an estimated population of over 10 million people. The Inca were conquered by the Spanish and
conquistador Francisco Pizarro in The empire was already severely weakened by civil war and diseases such
as smallpox when Pizarro arrived.
7: Ancient Mayan Civilzation
Aztec, Inca, Maya Like other regions around the planet, Central and South America saw their own civilizations emerge.
The pattern of growth of civilizations is the same as throughout the world: domestication and agriculture lead to the first
human settlements.

8: Aztecs - HISTORY
Start studying Inca, Maya, and Aztec Civilizations. Learn vocabulary, terms, and more with flashcards, games, and other
study tools.

9: Differences in the Aztecs, Mayans and Incas | Synonym
The Aztec and Maya were Mesoamerican civilizations, living in Mexico and Central America, while the Incas lived in
South America. The religious beliefs and practices of the Mayans and Aztecs were similar, but the Incas worshiped the
sun.
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