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Constitution Throughout the s, Madison advocated for reform of the Articles of Confederation. He became
increasingly worried about the disunity of the states and the weakness of the central government after the end
of the Revolutionary War in After winning election to another term in Congress, Madison helped convince
the other Congressmen to authorize the Philadelphia Convention for the purposes of proposing new
amendments. But Madison had come to believe that the ineffectual Articles had to be superseded by a new
constitution, and he began preparing for a convention that would propose an entirely new constitution.
Reflecting the centralization of power envisioned by Madison, the Virginia Plan granted the United States
Senate the power to abrogate any law passed by state governments. Nonetheless, with the assent of prominent
attendees such as Washington and Benjamin Franklin , the delegates went into a secret session to consider a
new constitution. William Pierce wrote that " In the management of every great question he evidently took the
lead in the Convention However, delegates from small states successfully argued for more power for state
governments and presented the New Jersey Plan as an alternative. In response, Roger Sherman proposed the
Connecticut Compromise , which sought to balance the interests of small and large states. During the course
of the convention, the Council of Revision was jettisoned, each state was given equal representation in the
Senate, and the state legislatures, rather than the House of Representatives, were given the power to elect
members of the Senate. Madison was able to convince his fellow delegates to have the Constitution ratified by
ratifying conventions rather than state legislatures, which he distrusted. He also helped ensure that the
President of the United States would have the ability to veto federal laws and would be elected independently
of Congress through the Electoral College. By the end of the convention, Madison believed that the federal
government would be too weak under the proposed constitution but he viewed the document as an
improvement on the Articles of Confederation. Though Madison lost most of his battles over how to amend
the Virginia Plan, in the process he increasingly shifted the debate away from a position of pure state
sovereignty. He convinced his fellow Congressman to allow each state vote upon the Constitution as
formulated by the Philadelphia Convention, and remain neutral in the ratification debate. Under the
pseudonym Publius, Hamilton, Madison, and John Jay wrote 85 essays in the span of six months, with
Madison writing 29 of the essays. Historian Clinton Rossiter called The Federalist Papers "the most important
work in political science that ever has been written, or is likely ever to be written, in the United States. When
the Virginia Ratifying Convention began on June 2, , the Constitution had not yet been ratified by the required
nine states. Arguably the most prominent anti-federalist, the powerful orator Patrick Henry , was a delegate
and had a following in the state second only to Washington. Initially Madison did not want to stand for
election to the Virginia ratifying convention, but was persuaded to do so due to the strength of the
anti-federalists. Madison then decided to run for a seat in the United States House of Representatives. Locked
in a difficult race against Monroe, Madison promised to support a series of constitutional amendments to
protect individual liberties. He set the legislative agenda of the 1st Congress and helped establish and staff the
first three Cabinet departments. He also helped arrange for the appointment of Thomas Jefferson as the
inaugural Secretary of State. In the 1st Congress he took the lead in pressing for the passage of several
constitutional amendments that would form the United States Bill of Rights. He also believed that the
constitution did not sufficiently protect the national government from excessive democracy and parochialism,
so he saw the amendments as mitigation of these problems. On June 8, , Madison introduced his bill proposing
amendments consisting of nine articles consisting of up to 20 potential amendments. Instead, it adopted 17
amendments to be attached separately and sent this bill to the Senate. On September 24, , the committee issued
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its report, which finalized 12 Constitutional Amendments for the House and Senate to consider. This version
was approved by joint resolution of Congress on September 25, While most of the amendments he proposed
were drawn from these conventions, he was largely responsible for the portions of the Bill of Rights that
guarantee freedom of the press , protection of property from government seizure, and jury trials. While the
original amendment failed, the guaranty of a civil jury trial in federal cases was incorporated into the Bill of
Rights as the Seventh Amendment. As the s progressed, the Washington administration became polarized
among two main factions. One was led by Jefferson and Madison, broadly represented Southern interests, and
sought close relations with France and westward expansion. The other was led by Secretary of the Treasury
Alexander Hamilton, broadly represented Northern financial interests, and favored close relations with Britain.
In return, Congress passed the Residence Act , which established the federal capital district of Washington, D.
Madison objected to the bank, arguing that its creation was not authorized by the constitution. After Congress
passed a bill to create the First Bank of the United States , Washington carefully considered vetoing the bill,
but ultimately chose to sign it in February Madison also lost much of his influence in the Washington
administration, as Washington increasingly turned to Jefferson and Hamilton for advice. Madison and
Jefferson continued to look favorably upon the French Revolution despite its increasingly violent nature, but
Washington proclaimed American neutrality. Madison believed that the United States was stronger than
Britain, and that a trade war with Britain, although risking a real war by that government, would probably
succeed, and allow Americans to assert their independence fully. Great Britain, he charged, "has bound us in
commercial manacles, and very nearly defeated the object of our independence. He concluded, "it is in our
power, in a very short time, to supply all the tonnage necessary for our own commerce". In advance of the
presidential election , Madison helped convince Jefferson to run for the presidency. The Federalists created a
standing army and passed the Alien and Sedition Acts , which were directed at French refugees engaged in
American politics and against Republican editors. Jefferson went further, urging states to secede if necessary,
though Madison convinced Jefferson to relent this extreme view. By August, she had accepted his proposal of
marriage. For marrying Madison, a non-Quaker, she was expelled from the Society of Friends. With the White
House still under construction, she advised as to its furnishings and sometimes served as First Lady for
ceremonial functions for President Thomas Jefferson, a widower and friend. When her husband was president,
she created the role of First Lady, using her social talents to advance his program. She is credited with adding
to his popularity in office. Though Napoleon had briefly hoped to re-establish a French empire in Louisiana
and Saint-Domingue , which had rebelled against French rule, he ultimately turned his attention back to
European conflicts. Despite lacking explicit authorization from Jefferson, Monroe and ambassador Robert R.
Jefferson would have preferred a constitutional amendment authorizing the purchase, but did not have time
nor was he required to do so. The Senate quickly ratified the treaty providing for the purchase. The House,
with equal alacrity, passed enabling legislation. After Napoleon achieved victory over his enemies in
continental Europe at the Battle of Austerlitz , he became more aggressive and tried to starve Britain into
submission with an embargo that was economically ruinous to both sides. Madison and Jefferson also decided
on an embargo to punish Britain and France, forbidding American trade with any foreign nation. The embargo
failed in the United States just as it did in France, and caused massive hardships up and down the seaboard,
which depended on foreign trade. The Federalists made a comeback in the Northeast by attacking the
embargo, which was allowed to expire just as Jefferson was leaving office. Madison chose not to fight
Congress for the nomination but kept Gallatin, a carry over from the Jefferson administration, in the Treasury
Department. Origins of the War of Congress had repealed the embargo right before Madison became
president, but troubles with the British and French continued. During the long and expensive war against
France, many British citizens were forced by their own government to join the navy, and many of these
conscripts defected to U. Unable to tolerate this loss of manpower, the British seized several U. Though
Americans were outraged by this impressment, they also refused to take steps to limit it, such as refusing to
hire British subjects. For economic reasons, American merchants preferred impressment to giving up their

Page 2

MIND OF THE FOUNDER: SOURCES OF THE POLITICAL THOUGHT OF
JAMES MADISON. pdf
right to hire British sailors. Seeking to split the Americans and British, Napoleon offered to end French attacks
on American shipping so long as the United States punished any countries that did not similarly end
restrictions on trade. The most serious problem facing the war effort was lack of unified popular support.
There were serious threats of disunion from New England, which engaged in extensive smuggling with
Canada and refused to provide financial support or soldiers. Shortly after the United States declared war,
Napoleon launched an invasion of Russia , and the failure of that campaign turned the tide against French and
towards Britain and her allies. Madison hoped that the war would end in a couple months after the capture of
Canada, but his hopes were quickly dashed. Their militias either sat out the war or refused to leave their
respective states for action. The senior command at the War Department and in the field proved incompetent
or cowardlyâ€”the general at Detroit surrendered to a smaller British force without firing a shot. Gallatin
discovered the war was almost impossible to fund, since the national bank had been closed and major
financiers in the New England refused to help. The United States had built up one of the largest merchant
fleets in the world, though it had been partially dismantled under Jefferson and Madison. Madison authorized
many of these ships to become privateers in the war, and they captured 1, British ships. The death of
Tecumseh in that battle represented the permanent end of armed Native American resistance in the Old
Northwest.
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3: The Political Philosophy of James Madison
James Madison, the fourth president of the United States, was born at Port Conway, Virginia. He was raised on a large
family farm, called Montpelier, which remained his home throughout his life.
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