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Moses on the Mountain 14 And he said to the elders, "Wait here for us until we return to you. Aaron and Hur are here
with you. Whoever has a dispute can go to them." 15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16
and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai.

Graham Davies of Cambridge University argues that early Jewish pilgrimages identified Jebel Musa as Mount
Sinai and this identification was later adopted by the Christian pilgrims. Etheria circa 4th century CE wrote,
"The whole mountain group looks as if it were a single peak, but, as you enter the group, [you see that] there
are more than one. Mount Catherine and Jebel Musa are both much higher than any mountains in the Sinaitic
desert, or in all of Midian. Objects which bore Proto-Sinaitic inscriptions, the same as those found in Canaan,
were discovered at Serabit el Khadim in the Southern Sinai. Several of these were dated in the later Bronze
Age. The journey to the mines was long, difficult and dangerous. Edward Hull stated that, "this traditional
Sinai in every way meets the requirements of the narrative of the Exodus. Holland stated Recovery of
Jerusalem, There is also no other district in the Peninsula which affords such excellent pasturage. Beit-Arieh
wrote, "Perhaps it will be argued, by those who subscribe to the traditional account in the Bible, that the
Israelite material culture was only of the flimsiest kind and left no trace. Presumably the Israelite dwellings
and artifacts consisted only of perishable materials. In the fourth century CE small settlements of monks set up
places of worship around Jebel Musa. An Egyptian pilgrim named Ammonius , who had in past times made
various visits to the area, identified Jebel Musa as the Holy Mount in the 4th century. Empress Helena , ca.
She chose the site for the church from the identification which had been handed down through generations
through the Bedouins. She also reported the site was confirmed to her in a dream. In early Christian times, a
number of Anchorites settled on Mount Serbal , considering it to be the biblical mountain, and in the 4th
century a monastery was constructed at its base. Evidently this view was eventually taken up by Christian
groups as well, as in the 16th century a church was constructed at the peak of this mountain, which was
replaced by a Greek Orthodox chapel in According to textual scholars, in the JE version of the Exodus
narrative, the Israelites travel in a roughly straight line to Kadesh Barnea from the Yam Suph literally meaning
"the Reed Sea ", but considered traditionally to refer to the Red sea , and the detour via the south of the Sinai
peninsula is only present in the Priestly Source. Based on a number of local names and features, in Ditlef
Nielsen identified the Jebel al-Madhbah meaning mountain of the Altar at Petra as being identical to the
biblical Mount Sinai; [61] since then other scholars[ who? The valley in which Petra resides is known as the
Wadi Musa , meaning valley of Moses, and at the entrance to the Siq is the Ain Musa, meaning spring of
Moses; the 13th century Arab chronicler Numari stated that Ain Musa was the location where Moses had
brought water from the ground, by striking it with his rod. Arabian Peninsula[ edit ] Map of Saudi Arabia A
suggested possible naturalistic explanation of the biblical devouring fire is that Sinai could have been an
erupting volcano ; this has been suggested by Charles Beke , [64] Sigmund Freud , [65] and Immanuel
Velikovsky , among others. This possibility would exclude all the peaks on the Sinai peninsula and Seir, but
would make a number of locations in north western Saudi Arabia reasonable candidates. In , Charles Beke
proposed that Sinai was the Jabal al-Nour meaning mountain of light , a volcanic mountain at the northern end
of the Gulf of Aqaba, and which has great significance in Islam for other reasons; [64] Beke died the
following year, but his writings published posthumously retracted this identification four years later in favour
of Jebel Baggir , with Horeb being argued to be a different mountain - the nearby Jebel Ertowa. Sinai of
biblical tradition" and should be researched. Halfway between Kadesh Barnea and Petra, in the southwest
Negev desert in Israel, is Har Karkom , which Emmanuel Anati excavated, and discovered to have been a
major Paleolithic cult centre, with the surrounding plateau covered with shrines, altars, stone circles, stone
pillars, and over 40, rock engravings; although the peak of religious activity at the site dates to â€” BCE, the
exodus is dated 15 Nisan Hebrew calendar ; BCE , [79] and the mountain appears to have been abandoned
between â€” BCE, Anati proposed that Jabal Ideid was equatable with biblical Sinai.
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Moses entered into the midst of the cloud, and went up on the mountain; and Moses was on the mountain forty days and
forty nights. Young's Literal Translation and Moses goeth into the midst of the cloud, and goeth up unto the mount, and
Moses is on the mount forty days and forty nights.

What should we learn from the golden calf incident in Exodus 32? The story of the golden calf is found in
Exodus The children of Israel had been in bondage in Egypt for over two hundred years. God called Moses,
the deliverer, and told him that He had heard their cries and was about to deliver them Exodus 3: During their
time in Egypt, the Israelites had apparently begun to doubt the existence of the God their fathers worshiped
because Moses anticipated some hard questions from them Exodus 3: To help Moses prove the existence and
power of God, he was given a number of miraculous signs to help the Israelites believe. After all of these
miracles were done, including the ten plagues on the Egyptians, the Israelites came out of Egypt with a
renewed belief in the God of their fathers. They passed through the Red Sea on dry land, while the Egyptian
army was drowned, and they were brought to the mountain of God to receive His laws. The people of the
Middle East were very religious, but they also worshiped many gods. The ten plagues God brought on the
Egyptians were judgments against specific gods they worshiped and showed that the Lord was greater than all
of them. When God gave His laws to the Israelites, He began by addressing this religious pluralism. You shall
have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Moses spent forty
days Exodus The people urged Aaron, their temporary leader, to make gods for them to follow. Since they
were accustomed to having visual representations of gods, this was the natural but sinful result of their
thinking. Aaron took their gold earrings, which they had brought from Egypt, and melted them down to make
a golden idol. The idol he crafted for them was a calf, but Aaron maintained the name of the Lord in
connection with it Exodus He was merging the pagan practices they were familiar with and the worship of the
God they were just beginning to be re-acquainted with. Aaron called the people together and told them that the
golden calf was the god who delivered them from Egypt. The people offered sacrifices and then engaged in
pagan rituals , including orgies Exodus Why did Aaron do this? It is likely that the people had not yet
received the commands against idol worship, since Moses was yet to come down with the tablets of the law.
Second, they were already in the habit of merging their beliefs with those of the people around them, a
practice that would continue to plague them throughout the kingdom years. Third, Aaron was faced with an
unruly crowd that placed a demand on him. He fashioned it with a graving tool Exodus The bull was a symbol
of strength and fertility, and the people were already familiar with bull gods from Egypt. Bulls were also
typical animals of sacrifice, so to use their image as a symbol of the god being worshiped was a natural
connection. Even though there are reasonable explanations for why Aaron and the people began to worship the
golden calf, those explanations do not excuse the sin. God certainly held the people accountable for their
corruption Exodus Moses indicated that Aaron at least should have known that his actions were sinful Exodus
As with any other sin, the punishment is death, and the only proper response is repentance. The Levites stood
with him and were commanded to go through the camp and kill anyone who persisted in the idolatry. Three
thousand men were killed that day. God declared that the guilty ones would yet pay with their own deaths and
be blotted out of His book. Their experiences are a lesson to us today. God is not to be worshiped with images,
because any image we make will draw more attention to the work of our hands than the God who made all
things. Also, there is no way we can ever fully represent the holiness and awesomeness of God through an
image. To attempt to do so will always fall short. On top of this, God is a spirit John 4: We worship God by
believing His Word, obeying it, and declaring His greatness to others.
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Josephus mentions that during these 40 days Moses spent on the mountain, "fear seized upon the Hebrews," but he
fails to mention the Golden Calf.

Nevertheless, traditional business models are no longer sustainable and high-quality publications, like ours,
are being forced to look for new ways to keep going. Unlike many other news organizations, we have not put
up a paywall. We want to keep our journalism open and accessible and be able to keep providing you with
news and analyses from the frontlines of Israel, the Middle East and the Jewish World. As one of our loyal
readers, we ask you to be our partner. Recent archeological research likely provides a correct answer to this
question and testifies to both the originality and the antiquity of the biblical text. The once-wandering Israelite
tribe that had just escaped from Egypt created, under the leadership of Moses, a new kind of society. The text
of the principles and laws of the newly created nation was deposited in the specially prepared and decorated
Holy Ark. Be the first to know - Join our Facebook page. It is also likely that the attending sacred ceremony
was conducted in the spirit and the manner of his time. It is therefore most likely that he followed the
traditional ancient Middle Eastern practice of reaching and verifying an important agreement. The fact that
Moses, according to all sources, went up the mountain twice and made the tablets twice suggests that he was
acting in accord with the prevailing Mesopotamian legal practice. The national discipline was extremely strict,
and the oral or written agreements achieved by oral oaths and written testimonies, frequently accompanied by
oaths to various gods, were considered holy and binding. Oaths, contracts and signed agreements or
undertakings had to be carried out to the letter, even if the texts were sometimes challenged in the courts of
law. Agreements may have been oral, written on papyrus or parchment, written with special ink or engraved
on tablets of clay, stone or ivory, all according to their order of importance. International agreements were
engraved on bronze, copper or silver plates. In his book Reading and Writing in Babylon, Dominique Charpin,
professor of Mesopotamian History at the Sorbonne, Paris, explains that according to an ancient legal
procedure, a written agreement between the contracting parties was first written or engraved on a small tablet.
It was only after the text of the small tablet was agreed upon by both parties that it was transferred to the large
tablet, which was henceforth binding and duly recognized by the court of law. This custom of reaching an
agreement in two parts continues today, even if in a different manner. No court would recognize the validity of
a small tablet, which might have been broken upon the completion of a deal. A difficult procedure was
introduced in case the large tablet was lost. Therefore, particular care was taken by respective families, clans
or tribes to own such arks containing the large tablets. A large tablet specified the size and character of a
property, as well as birth, marriage or divorce details and all other documents of legal importance. Such
ceremonial arks were kept by the respective families for generations. The stones were very much alive â€” the
people were born, were wed and died with such tablets, just as we do with our administrative papers and
computers. Some tablets were even stored in specially prepared envelopes before being stored in an ark. But
one of the most interesting examples of a small and a large tablet was the case of the negotiations between the
Babylonian king Hammurabi and Silli-Sin, the king of Eshnunna. THIS MIDDLE Eastern practice of the dual
proceedings in reaching important deals, agreements or covenants may explain why Moses went up to Mount
Sinai twice before finally depositing the Decalogue and the two large tablets of the law in the ark, which was
prepared with great care for this occasion. By the time of Josephus Flavius and Philo, this ancient custom of a
small and a large tablet may already have been forgotten. But the Patriarchs who descended from Ur and
Haran, and their descendants who preserved their own customs and national identity in Egypt, remembered the
old Babylonian traditions of reaching an important agreement. It is therefore quite likely that Moses went up
the mountain twice in accordance with the Middle Eastern legal practice. This act would make the covenant
both complete and legal. Eventually, as in Babylon, the Holy Ark became a repository of the earliest Israeli
history and a collection of documents which were regarded as sacred. The ark was actually a small library, and
Middle Eastern archeologists unearthed many similar libraries, dating from a remote past, in the Near Eastern
excavations. We should consider the fact that before the Masoretic edition of the Bible was completed, the
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texts went through the hands of numerous priests, editors and copyists who were eager to add and improve and
who could misinterpret certain ancient actions, or adapt them according to their own ideas, to make them
better understood by successive generations.
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Moses was on the mountain with the LORD for forty days and forty nights. Moses enjoyed sweet communion with God
and he was literally changed by being in God's presence and talking with Him. Moses' face shone with the radiance of
God (Ex. ).

How many times did Moses ascend Mount Sinai? Moses actually went up on Mount Sinai several times to
meet God as recorded in Exodus 19 through the end of the book. Depending on the reckoning, Moses climbed
Mt. Sinai about eight times to meet with the Lord. Three months after the exodus from Egypt, the Israelites
arrived at Mt. Sinai is described in Exodus He ascends the mountain in verse 3 and comes back down in verse
7. On the mountain God tells Moses that He is offering a covenant to the people of Israel: Moses returns to the
top of Mt. Sinai in Exodus Moses descends the mountain in verse 9 in order to relay this information to the
children of Israel. In any case, Moses is said to descend the mountain again in verse The people of Israel were
understandably frightened. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, and the whole mountain
trembled violently. God summons Moses to the top of the mountain in order to have him warn the people not
to draw near the mountain while His presence is on Sinai. He also tells Moses to bring his brother, Aaron , up
the mountain with him. Moses descends the mountain in verse God then delivers the Ten Commandments
audibly in Exodus In fear, the people of Israel plead with Moses not to let God speak directly to them.
Instead, they ask Moses to be their intercessor and they would listen to him verses 18â€” Moses tells them to
not be afraid but that God is testing them so that they would fear Him and not sin verse Moses returns to Mt.
To ratify the covenant, Moses sprinkled the people with the blood of the sacrifice verse 8. God then
commands Moses to continue up Sinai in order to receive the stone tablets that God had prepared Exodus
Moses takes Joshua with him and sends the others down to the foot of Sinai. While Joshua waits, Moses
continues the ascent. For six days, a cloud covers the top of the mountain. On the seventh day, God calls
Moses to enter the cloud and approach the top of the mountain. Moses stays there for 40 days and 40 nights
verse During this meeting on the mountain, God gives Moses much information. This included the Ten
Commandments written on tablets of stone by God Himself. Moses also receives complete instructions on
how to build the tabernacle , the ark of the covenant , and the altar, specifications for the priestly garments,
etc. Unfortunately, at the foot of the mountain, the Israelites had Aaron build the golden calf and were
committing idolatry. When Moses and Joshua descend the mountain in Exodus He then destroys the golden
calf and disciplines the people. Moses goes back to the Lord in Exodus This implies another ascent of Sinai.
In a show of great love and mercy that anticipates the love and mercy of Jesus Christ, Moses offers his own
life in exchange for the life of Israel verse Be ready in the morning, and then come up on Mount Sinai.
Present yourself to me there on top of the mountain. On top of the mountain, the Lord reveals Himself to
Moses and describes Himself this way: Moses worships the Lord and receives a repetition of the covenant,
which he writes on the stone tablets. The events at Mt. Sinai were monumental in the history of the world.
God was creating for Himself a new nation with new laws and a new way of life. The Lord showed Himself to
be a God who desires to communicate Himself and to forge a relationship with His people. In giving the Law,
God revealed His holiness, clearly defined sin Romans 7: The mediation of Moses on Sinai is a wonderful
picture of the intercession of Christ on behalf of sinners Romans 8:
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5: What should we learn from the golden calf incident in Exodus 32?
Moses on the Mountain When we think of Moses, one of the first images that comes to mind is him going up on Mt. Sinai
to receive the Ten Commandments. This would have been quite the experience.

It was a penetrating shine that caused fear in Aaron and all the sons of Israel when they saw Moses. Aaron and
the sons of Israel were afraid to come near Moses because of the marked presence of God on his face Ex. For
eleven chapters Exodus God had been giving Moses the Law and providing all of the instructions for the
children of Israel to build the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting. The Tabernacle was to be a place of worship
and sacrifice where God would dwell in the midst of the people and meet with them. God had called Moses to
come up to the mountain to give Moses these instructions and he was on the mountain for forty day and forty
nights Ex. These instructions were interrupted by the great sin of the sons of Israel as they requested from
Aaron to make them a god the golden calf to lead them as they were tired of waiting for Moses to come down
from the mountain Ex. After the great sin of the golden calf Moses interceded for the people before the LORD,
there was judgement, and then God continued to lead the people by the hand of Moses Ex. God then called
Moses up to the mountain a second time to speak with him and to replace the two tablets that Moses had
shattered in his anger Ex. Moses was on the mountain for another forty days and forty nights and Moses wrote
the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments, on the tablets Ex. Then Moses descended from the
mountain, with his face shining bright having been in the presence of God, and he brought the instructions of
the LORD to the people. Time with God After the second set of forty days and forty nights with God on the
mountain, neither eating nor drinking, Moses came down with the words of the covenant which are
summarized in the Ten Commandments Ex. Moses had been on the mountain with God for a total of eighty
days and eighty nights all together. Moses was a man who was intimate with God. Moses knew God and God
knew Moses. How much time do you spend with God? Are you able to set aside an hour a day? A half an
hour? Take time to spend with God. Make meeting with God a daily priority in you life. You will not be
disappointed and you will be changed! Moses descended from the mountain, gathered the people, and began to
speak to them about the commands of the LORD. The first words to come out of the mouth of Moses would
be heard by all the sons of Israel. What did Moses have to say to the people after spending this second set of
forty days and forty nights on the mountain? There had been severe punishment with people being killed by
the sword. Moses had just received the words of the covenant afresh from the LORD with the Ten
Commandments being the representation of this covenant and Moses called the people together to speak to
them. After eighty days and nights in the presence of God, listening to God, and being changed by God how
did Moses choose to begin his talk with the people? The Sabbath Moses gathered the people together and then
began with these words: Is the Sabbath really that important? The first three verses of Exodus chapter 35 stand
out from the remaining five chapters of the book of Exodus. Outside of Exodus What is so special about the
Sabbath? What does the Sabbath teach us about life and spirituality? The Foundation of the Sabbath The
Sabbath is a foundational principle of life and creation. The Sabbath reminds man that there is a God, this God
created the heavens and earth, this God worked six days and rested on the seventh day, and by resting on the
seventh day man is being like God. Through observing the Sabbath man would learn to trust God for provision
on the Sabbath day. Man would learn to trust God for all that is still undone from his labors from the week
before. Man would learn to trust God for all of his life. The Sabbath principle is a foundational principle to
faith in God. If man will not stop and rest he will not be able to listen and trust. By honoring the Sabbath, man
acknowledges that God is the Creator and sustainer of life. If man is willing to obey God in Sabbath rest he
will be able to obey God in the other commandments as well. This is why Moses spoke first about the
Sabbath. What did God command about the Sabbath? We often forget that God commanded us to work six
days. God gave work to man before the fall Gen. Work is not evil. Work is a part of the good created order.
The seventh day is to be a holy day, a sabbath of complete rest to the LORD. Whoever works should be put to
death. There is very little further written about the Sabbath. Why does God specify to Not Light a Fire? Have
any of you been camping before? What is involved in making a fire? Wood needs to be gathered and possibly
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chopped. This alone can take an hour or two. The wood then needs to be properly arranged with kindling
smaller sticks set under the wood. Then the fire needs to be lit and properly managed to get a good fire going.
This can take another hour. Making a fire is work. It is a lot of work and God wanted to keep His people from
working. God wanted to set His people free from the burden of work and gave them clear guidelines; No work
and No lighting a fire! Why is God so severe in His punishing Sabbath Breakers? God knows that man is
stubborn and obstinate, wanting to go his own way. God knows that if He did not command us to rest, we
would want to continue to labor. I believe God was telling the children of Israel that Sabbath rest is so
important to Him that it is a matter of life and death. God has given us life, the ability to work and the
opportunity to live a fulfilled life. He knows that we need limits and He made the Sabbath principle very clear:
Disobey Me in this and there is only death. It is a total of six chapters and from these six chapters only three
verses talk about the Sabbath and all the rest are connected to the Tabernacle construction and assembly. The
children of Israel were being commissioned to build the Tabernacle and this great project could easily
consume them. Once they started they would want to finish it. It is easy to get consumed with any project and
want to see it through until the end. God wanted to protect them from this human trap and He reminded them
to take a weekly rest. A Personal Testimony I recently started my own building project in my apartment in
Jerusalem. I built two buffet tables for my dining room area. I designed the buffet tables, ordered the wood
from the lumberyard, bought all of the necessary bolts, hinges, knobs, etcâ€¦ and then I started building. The
process from start to finish took me about two weeks as I was working on it before and after work and on days
off. For two weeks in a row I struggled to not work on the Sabbath. God does not give us rules to take away
our joy. He guides us in paths that lead to life if we are willing to follow Him. God wanted the children of
Israel to always take a Sabbath rest, to always remember that He is God, and to constantly depend on Him and
not their own strength. How to Apply the Sabbath to Life Today? Living life according to the Bible in light of
the New Testament and faith in Yeshua is somewhat challenging today. Life according to the Old Testament
Law was very straight forward. It was more black and white with very little gray area. I believe that the
Sabbath principle to work six days and rest one is still valid for today. I believe God is more concerned with
our hearts than with a day. I follow the teaching laid out for the believers in the letter to the Romans that each
person needs to be fully convinced in his or her own mind concerning how we observe our days Romans The
most important thing is to be fully convinced in our own minds before the LORD in how to work this out. For
more information about how to live out a weekly day of rest I recommend my book on the Sabbath; Practicing
the Sabbath in Community! Let us each consider this principle of the Sabbath, enjoy the days that God gives
us on earth with the family and friends, and live a life in balance with the created order and with the Creator
Himself. If you enjoyed reading this article, we invite you to sign up for our weekly Torah Portion
commentary on the sidebar to the right. All rights reserved Share on Social Media.
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A. In Exodus God told Moses to come up on the mountain with Aaron, Nadab, Abihu and the 70 elders. He said only
Moses could come near. The others had to remain at a distance.

The Burning Bush Exodus 3: This began with enslavement and harsh treatment. When this failed, Pharaoh
ordered the Hebrew handmaids to kill all the Israelite boy babies at birth. This also failed to accomplish the
goal of annihilating the Israelites as a race. The first chapter ends with the order of Pharaoh to the entire
Egyptian population that they must throw the Hebrew boy babies into the Nile. Chapter 2 focuses on one
Hebrew boy baby, Moses, who is destined to become the deliverer of the nation. This identification of Moses
with his people led to his visiting the Israelites and the killing of an Egyptian. Chapter 3 then is a very
significant point of transition. In this message we will focus on the revelation of God to Moses, which, I
believe, is the basis for all that is to follow. In many ways, the incident of the burning bush is critical to our
understanding of God. The message will be structured so that we first consider the appearance of God to
Moses in the burning bush vss. We shall next turn our attention to those Old and New Testament texts which
refer to this incident and guide us in its interpretation. Finally, we shall seek to find the application of this text
to our own lives. Let us listen carefully to the voice of God as He speaks to us in these verses. The Burning
Bush 3: The leather-skinned shepherd expected nothing out of the ordinary, though he no doubt wished for
something different to break the monotony of tending sheep. After forty years of sheep tending cf. He knew all
the grazing places and had the exact location of every water hole within many miles etched in his mind. An
occasional viper or wild beast offered the only excitement. In the solitude of the wilderness, Moses perhaps
talked to himself and even to his sheep. Little did he know that today would be the beginning of a new chapter
in his life. This chapter is more than just the account of a life-changing incident in the life of one man;
however, it is a crucial turning point in the history of the nation Israel. It is the beginning of the end of
Egyptian oppression. The burning bush made not only a profound impact upon Moses and the nation Israel,
but it also continued to serve as one of those key events in historyâ€”the significance of which was not lost on
Israel in the generations which followed. I think of Moses tending his sheep here as something like Peter
going fishing John In the distance, something caught the keen eye of Moses and snapped him out of his
thoughts. Something was burning in the distance. A more careful look proved it to be a bush. In and of itself,
this would hardly be the cause of much excitement or interest, but as time passed the bush seemed unaffected
by the flames. It burned, but did not burn up. The closer he got to the bush, the more incredible the scene
became. Moses surely had to wonder about this phenomenon. He would have probably been amused at the
explanations offered for the burning bush over the years. Here are some of the ones I have come across in my
study: Verses contain a description of the God of the burning bush. In this lesson we must limit our study to
the first half of chapter 3. In our next message we shall deal with the remainder of chapter 3 and with all of
chapter 4. The first half of chapter 3 describes the character of the God who is calling and commissioning
Moses. There are several dimensions to the description of the God of the burning bush which we will briefly
consider. These will give us some mental hooks with which to remember the message of this passage. The
God of the burning bush is a holy God. At first, the burning bush was but a curiosity, something novel to
which Moses was drawn. Now, the bush or rather, God, who was manifested in the flames encompassing the
bush was an object of fear and reverence. I doubt that Moses stooped to loosen his sandals. Like others who
have beheld the glory of the living God, he may have fallen to the ground, prostrate. The flames which
encompassed but did not consume the bush, along with the warning issued by the Lord from within the flames,
emphatically impressed Moses with the holiness of the One who was manifesting Himself. Moses was deeply
impressed with the holiness of his God. At the time the Law is given on Mt. But the holiness of God is a
significant factor in the exodus. The sins of the Egyptians must be dealt with. In addition, the possession of the
land of Canaan by the Israelites Exod. The God of the burning bush is the covenant-making, covenant-keeping
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In verse 6, God identified Himself to Moses in this way: He is the God
who made a covenant with Abraham and reiterated it to Isaac and Jacob. It is not a new and different God who
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is here made known to Moses, 73 but the God of his forefathers, the God of Israel. There is no new plan, but
simply the outworking of the old plan, revealed to Abraham in Genesis But I will punish the nation they serve
as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. You however, will go to your fathers in
peace and be buried at a good old age. In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the
sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure. The God of the burning bush is a compassionate God.
I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. The God
of the burning bush is an imminent God. For years, God appeared to be distant and removed as far as the
Israelites must have thought. They would probably have thought of God as more transcendent distant,
removed, uninvolved in the world , rather than imminent directly concerned with and involved in the affairs of
men. Lest Moses not appreciate the involvement of God in the lives of His people, God emphasizes that He is
taking a personal interest in the release of the Israelites from Egyptian bondage: The God of the burning bush
is a God who commissions people to participate in His purposes. While God is going to be directly involved in
the deliverance of His people, He will do so through human instruments. Thus, we find Moses commissioned
by God to return to Egypt, to confront Pharaoh, and to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. Verses 14 and 15 are
two of the most crucial verses in the Old Testament, for they contain one of the central truths concerning the
nature and character of God. Forty years before, Moses had made a very critical decision concerning his
identity. Having done this, Moses determined that he would attempt to deliver his people, which resulted in
the slaying of the Egyptian. While wrongly motivated, this was a question worth pondering. Moses had
assumed authority which had not yet been given him. Moses had 40 years to ponder his presumption, and its
consequences. Now, when God commissions him to deliver the Israelites, Moses wants to be very careful not
to go off half-cocked again. His question is one which reflects a caution and a desire to receive a clear
commission from God. God therefore promises Moses that His presence will go with him as he obeys his
calling: Divine authority is thus inseparably linked with divine presence. It is interesting that the sign which
God promises Moses in verse 12 is one that will occur after Moses has acted in faith, rather than before: God
is not promising Moses a permanent and private worship retreat on Mt. Sinai, which they did cf. The signs
were 1 the burning bush Exod. While signs may be given to stimulate our faith, they are also given in response
to faith, as is the case here. The practical application of what has taken place in this case is evident. Many of
us are waiting for God to give us a sign before we are willing to step out in faith. When God has made it
sufficiently clear who He is and what it is that we are to do, God may well require that we act in faith before
we are given a sign of His presence and His power. Such is the case here. The second question which Moses
asked grows out of the answer to the first. In other words, Moses should redirect his attention from himself to
his God. Notice that Moses at least in appearance is not asking this question on his own behalf but on behalf of
any who might ask? I can think of only two reasons. First, due to their worship of other Egyptian gods cf. The
name by which God chooses to identify Himself would capture the essence of His character and being. This is
what you are to say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you. He is the God who is, the only true God.
Theologians speak of God as self-existent. God is the Creator, but has no creator. He exists apart from any
dependence on anything or anyone.
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DeMille told us so. Actually, Moses got his exercise because he went up the mountain at least eight times. In
Exodus chapters 19 through 34 there is no indication that the Lord came down to the foot of the mountain. On
every occasion when Moses met with the Lord, he approached the thick darkness or approached the Lord, who
was on top of the mountain. The Children of Israel arrived at Mount Sinai on the first day of the third month
of the Hebrew calendar, Sivan, just a few days before Pentecost. They answered that they would do all that the
Lord had spoken. Moses returned to the mountain to bring back the words of the people Second Ascent2. The
Lord told Moses that He would speak to the people on the third day, and that they must consecrate themselves
for the event. It appears that after the Lord gave Moses instructions to be ready on the third day, He gave him
further instructions on the mountain. It is possible that the command to consecrate themselves and the further
instructions were both at the same time. Moses went down the mountain, and told the people the words of the
Lord. He was told again to warn the people about getting too close to the mountain. Moses again returned to
the people to give them the warning. The Lord then spoke the Ten Commandments to the Israelites and scared
them to death4. They asked Moses to have the Lord speak through him rather than directly to them. According
to Jewish tradition the speaking of the Ten Commandments came on Pentecost. Scripture does not give the
date, but the timing is very close. After the giving of the Commandments, Moses drew near to the thick
darkness where the Lord was. Of course, this was on top of the mountain. The next time Moses went up the
mountain is very unique and interesting. Fifth Ascent6 These men saw the Lord in Heaven. And yet they
lived! Scripture says that they ate and drank7, or in other words, they continued to live. This party of
seventy-four people returned to the camp. It is of interest that the Lord was gracious and did not cause these
people to die because they had seen Him. It was the Fifth Ascent and five is the number of grace. Again, the
Lord called Moses and Joshua to the mountain Sixth Ascent8 to receive instructions for the making of the
tabernacle and priestly garments, and the consecration of the priests. After giving the instructions, the Lord
gave Moses the Ten Commandments written by His own hand on tablets of stone. It was during this ascent
that Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights, and the Israelites made the Golden Calf9.
When he descended from the mountain, Moses was so angry that he threw down the Tablets of Stone and
smashed them! After destroying the Golden Calf and exacting retribution against the people, Moses told them
that he would go to the Lord and try to make atonement for their great sin. So Moses again ascended the
mountain Seventh Ascent It was at this time that Moses offered himself in place of the people. Here, Moses
was a type of Jesus, who offered himself in our stead. According to Jewish tradition, when Moses returned to
the people, it was Tishri 10 or the Day of Atonement. Again, Scripture does not indicate a date. If this is so,
then Moses spent eighty days on the mountain, which is not an impossibility. Finally, the Lord told Moses to
go up on the mountain where Moses might see the presence of the Lord. He was also told to bring up two
stone tablets to replace the ones he broke. This was the Eighth Ascent And again, Moses spent forty days and
forty nights on the mountain. So Moses climbed Mount Sinai eight, or possibly nine, times. The real lesson for
us in this story is to not just read over something that we think we are familiar with. When we do, we miss a
lot of detail. I have focused on the ascents up the mountain, but there are many, many pictures and prophecies
in this text. Praise the Lord for His Word!
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So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. This is a small
detail, but a very important one as well: From a natural perspective, it would seem that Moses had lost
everything because he was willing to stand up for the things he was passionate about. Regardless of how it
came about, he was once a prince of Egypt and now he is found, to be a mere shepherd in the wilderness. But
in reality Moses was being prepared for a much greater role, than the one he held prior. For Moses had no such
skills when he first arrived within the land of Midian and now it would be those skills along with the spirit of
the Lord that would direct Moses on a path that would forever change his life. And he led the flock to the back
of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. But I hold the viewpoint that most likely, Reuel and
Jethro were perhaps the same man. Being that Reuel was probably his real name, and Jethro was perhaps a
title of some sort. I just wanted to bring this to your attention, nothing more, and nothing less. Sinai or the
"Mountain of God. Sinai or the "Mountain of God" was the actual name of the mountain that Moses came
upon. I tend to hold this view as well. But once again, just a little bit of extra information, nothing more, and
nothing less. Be that as it may, I just wanted to point this out, because unfortunately people are arguing and
bickering about who the angel really was. Personally I find this argument to be ridiculous and simply a waste
of time. Yeah I know, the nerve I display at times. So basically, why waste your time arguing about it?
Seriously, do you really believe that this takes away from Jesus being the true Messiah? Do you really believe
that this argument need to be made? Honestly, is it saving souls, or dividing us? And that should be the end of
that particular discussion Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground. This
would perhaps, be a moment of such a great magnitude, for Moses was able to experience the presence of
God, just like his forefathers had done before him. Now hear me out No record of the many prophecies that
had been foretold and how they were fulfilled, and how they are continuing to be fulfilled to this very day. Oh,
what true advantages we hold to this very day when it comes to the Word of God. God is awesome I must say.
No wonder Moses hid his face, once he knew that this was the God of his forefathers that he had heard so
much about. Shame on us for doubting the Word of God. Bible Study Online God Remembered? Be that as it
may, notice what God said next: So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to
bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of
the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites. Now
therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with
which the Egyptians oppress them. Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring
My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt. That He has heard their cry and knows about their hardships
and the intense persecution that they are suffering from at the hands of the Egyptians. I must say, this had to
be a tremendous relief for Moses, being that one could imagine how helpless he must have felt, when he had
to flee for his life and to leave his people behind to suffer. But honestly at that time in his life, what could he
have done? I mean after all when Moses tried to act upon his own heart and own understanding, he was
ridiculed and mocked from the very ones that he was trying to help and protect. Now he knows that God is
concerned about the Israelites and their situation; and that He has heard their cries. But what will Moses do,
now that he knows that God intends to send him back to Egypt; in order to deliver the Israelites from the
bondage they now endure? In the next Bible Study Online Article: In the next article we will take a look and
see if Moses will have the confidence and courage to face the very people who rejected his help forty years
before?
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They were going to stay there for a while plus they had excellent shelter from the mountain. Moses got
unpacked and decided to walk up the mountain to talk to God. God knew that Moses was coming so He spoke
to Moses and told him to tell the Israelites to get ready. Moses came down to tell the people to have a bath and
to clean all their clothes. By doing this the people were getting prepared to hear important words from God.
That is why we sometimes dress up or make sure we have clean clothes on when we go to church. It makes us
hopefully behave a little nicer and shows respect to God. On the third morning after Moses had talked to God,
the Israelites where busy making their breakfast when all of a sudden there was a large rumble and a flash of
light over the mountain. Anyone who was still sleeping were startled and woke up suddenly. Even the
mountain shook and the sound of trumpets could be heard getting louder and louder. So Moses went up the
mountain to hear from God once again. This time God told Moses, "Go down to the people and tell them not
to follow you up the mountain, the mountain is a special place because I am here. After that Moses went back
up the mountain. But this time he stayed there for a long time 40 days and 40 nights , God sure had a lot to tell
him. God wanted to instruct the people on how to live. By following His rules they would have less sadness in
their lives. God just wanted to protect them. Besides, the 10 commandments are the most important for us
right now. Remember as you hear each commandment that they are all equally important, one is not more
important than the other. The first commandment is to put God first. This means that nothing should be more
important than God - a hobby you enjoy, tv or video games, even your friends and family should not be more
important than God. The second command is to worship only God. In other words God is the only one that we
should pray to. The third commandment is broken all the time. God commands us to use His name with
respect. To use His name in these other ways is very disrespectful and hurts God to hear it. God wants us to
take one day of the week and rest. When God made the world in six days, He rested on the seventh day. This
gets harder when you get older, there always seems to be something to do, but remember God commands us to
take a day off. The fifth commandment might be a little tricky for some of you, but its very important like all
the other commandments that you follow it. He tells us to respect our parents. Which commandment is next
Now imagine for a minute if everyone in the whole world obeyed this rule like God wants us to. The seventh
commandment is for those who are married. God tells us to be faithful in marriage. He wants us to love our
wife or husband someday even if they get on your nerves once and a while and treat them with respect. I know
there is always a new toy or game - there is always something that we want to get. God is the most important
if you remember the first commandment. Now I know this list might seem impossible to follow all the time.
Another thing to remember is that if you disobey a commandment God sees the smallest lie just the same as if
someone hurt someone really bad.
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