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But my place could be almost anywhere in the suburbs of Los Angeles and Orange counties. My suburb may
seem characterless, but it has a complex history of working class aspiration, of assumptions about social
hygiene, of urban politics, and the decisions of many who imposed their imagination on the landscape. Where
I live is a tract of wood-framed houses on a 5,square-foot lot at a density of about seven units per acre, where
houses are set back 20 feet from the sidewalk and a street tree the city trims, and where neighborhood
businesses are clustered at intersections so that anyone can walk to the store or a bar or to a fast food place.
There is a persistent belief that suburban places like mine must be awful places they must be inhuman and
soul-destroying places. That belief persists partly because of these photographs, taken by a brilliant young
aerial photographer named William Garnett who worked for the developers of Lakewood between and Thus
the ultimate effect of the suburban escape in our time is, ironically, a low grade uniform environment from
which escape is impossible. They are beautiful and terrible photographs. With no little irony, these images of
Lakewood became emblematic of the suburbs at the moment when Lakewood no longer was the eerie and
empty place Garnett had photographed only a few months before. Nearly , people lived there, including my
parents. In , Lakewood had even become a city in the political sense, having completed the first municipal
incorporation in California since And we know that Boyer, Taper, and Weingart and Fritz Burns and Joseph
Eichler and Henry Kaiser understood that the Progressive era model of low-cost housing they had adapted to
mass production would result in new relationships to the idea of place. In a memorable speech by James
Howard Kunstler at the Congress for the New Urbanism, the kind of place where I live was described as a
perversion of a place. Despite everything that was mistaken or squandered in making my suburb, I believe a
kind of dignity was gained. More men than just my father have said to me that living in my kind of place gave
them a life made whole and habits that did not make them feel ashamed. As far as I could tell by their lives,
my parents did not escape to their mass-produced suburb. They never considered escaping from it. What
happened after was the usual redemptive mix of joy and tragedy. The suburb where I live is a place that once
mass-produced a redemptive future for displaced Okies and Arkies, Jews who knew the pain of exclusion,
Catholics who thought they did, and anyone white with a job. Left out were many tens of thousands of others:
Today, futures still begin here, except the anxious, hopeful people who seek them are as mixed in their colors
and ethnicities as all of southern California. I continue to live in Lakewood with anticipation because I want to
find out what happens next to new narrators of suburban stories who happen to be my Latino, black, Filipino,
Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese neighbors. They were grateful for the comforts of their
not-quite-middle-class life. I believe Royce was right: At a minimum, loyalty to the idea of loyalty is
necessary, even if the objects of our loyalty are uncertain. Urban planners tell me that my neighborhood was
supposed to have been bulldozed away years ago to make room for something better, and yet the houses on
my block stubbornly resist, loyal to an idea of how a working-class neighborhood should be made. All this is
harder now, for reasons we all know. Places like that have too much â€” too much isolation and mere square
footage â€” but, paradoxically, not enough. When I walk out my front door, I see the human-scale, porous, and
specific landscape into which was poured all the ordinariness that has shaped my work, my beliefs, and my
aspirations. We often find it difficult to talk coherently about these issues or to make coherent policy choices
for places to which our loyalty is only lightly attached. It seems to me that the abiding problem of southern
California indeed of the entire West is the problem of home. We long for a home here, but doubt its worth
when we have it. We depend on a place to sustain us, but dislike the claims on us that places make. How do
we make our home here, in new and sudden and places like Lakewood, like Irvine, like Santa Clarita? The
people have been to each other as strangers in a strange land â€¦. And because much of southern California
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looks roughly the same too many of us see all these suburban places as aesthetically, politically, and morally
perverse as well. And no place â€” however well crafted â€” is immune from the peculiarly American
certainty that something better â€” something more adequate to the demands of our desire â€” is just beyond
the next bend in the road. The closing of the suburban frontier in southern California ends a year experiment in
place making on an almost unimaginable scale. Today, most of southern California is what it will continue to
be: In tandem with greater concentration of housing types must come what working-class people have always
sought in southern California: I see only a persistent longing to make fit places in which to live. The author
and environmentalist Barry Lopez considered some years ago what might be needed to make a durable life for
ourselves in southern California. And in considering the problem of home, Lopez asked a challenging
question: We could ask, "What aspects of its design encourage loyalty to this place? Would anyone ever
become vulnerable to this place? When I stand at the head of my block, I see a pattern of sidewalk, driveway,
and lawn, set between parallel low walls of house fronts that aspires to be no more than harmless. We live in a
time of great harm to the ordinary parts of our lives and I wish that I had acquired all the resistance that my
neighborhood offers. But faithfulness to what can be found in our history â€” to what can be found in our
shared stories â€” impels me forward. And Lopez had this additional insight while contemplating his Valley
home. What we seek, I think, is tenderness in this encounter, but that goes both ways, too. I believe that places
acquire their sacredness through this giving and taking. And with that ever-returning touch, we acquire
something sacred from the place where we live. What we acquire, of course, is a home. Waldie is a
contributing editor at the Los Angeles Times and a contributing writer for Los Angeles magazine. He is the
author most recently of California Romantica with Diane Keaton.
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Surrender of Cornwallis 2. The Reformation The Reformation was one of the greatest events in European
history. Prior to this period, the Roman Catholic Church had close to absolute control over the people and
governments of the Christian world. It was when many of the learned men of the time began to question the
practices of the church in comparison to the Bible that trouble arose. The intent of the Reformation was to
reform the Catholic Church and bring it back to its biblical roots. The end result was a rending of the church
into two factions: The Reformation brought the religious texts into the hands of the masses and began the
decline of the Catholic power. Both the wars it caused and the actions of the famous historical figures it
involved still continue to shape the world today. Thinking of this only as a European event could be erroneous.
Because of the Reformation, much of the New World, known as the Americas, was shaped, missionaries
increased in number throughout the world, and thinkers who rose up from the Renaissance could proclaim
their discoveries and beliefs with less fear of persecution. The Reformation gave us free thought while holding
us down to the basics of life. The Life of Jesus of Nazareth Whether you are a Christian or not, you cannot
honestly say that the life of Jesus of Nazareth did not dramatically impact history. If you follow the dating
system that we use today, you acknowledge his impact. This article is published in A. At the time of his life, it
might not have seen so dramatic to the world at large. It was only after he left earth that his teachings spread
beyond his homeland and began to cause trouble for the ruling power of the time: When Roman rulers began
to persecute the followers of Jesus, Christians, his life really began to ripple out around the globe. Over time,
Christianity was accepted by the Roman rulers, which allowed it to spread even further. Today, Christianity is
one of the largest religions of the world. Jesus set off an atomic religious bomb that is still felt today. Tearing
Down of the Berlin Wall Tearing down a wall might not seem like much, but when you realize what all else
came down with that wall, you begin to see it in a whole new light. At the end of World War II, there was
relief at the downfall of a disturbed man who wanted to dominate the earth. However, there was also suspicion
between countries and a desire to control as much land as possible. The nations that defeated Hitler and his
friends began to quarrel amongst themselves. Should the defeated lands be democratic in nature or
communist? The end result was a lesson from King Solomon: Germany was the embodiment of the war, and
therefore, it became the most disputed area. In the end, it was split in half with one part under a communist
government and the other under a more democratic style. Through the middle of Berlin, a large wall was built
to separate the capital city and symbolize the wall that separated the communist world from everyone else.
When the wall came down in , it signified the end of communist rule and birth of the voice of the people.
World War II This is one of the few wars that literally involved most of the world. The scarring from this
six-year fight is still seen today in the demolished buildings and the tattooed numbers on the arms of POWs.
There was no one main objective or enemy. There was no main front. It was composed of the European,
African, and Asian segments of the war. It ripped through every economic level, race, religion, and culture.
Country after country fell into other hands. Men, women, and children were killed by the millions. Many lost
their loved ones and had to seek new lands to call home as there was so much devastation. The world had
changed and was never to return to the innocence it once claimed. It was the unmasking of an underlying evil
that took an ugly shape in the Cold War. Only as the truth of the massacres, plots, and campaigns have
revealed themselves has the world truly begun to heal. No one during that time could imagine anything worse.
That is until they faced themselves with WWII and even more bloodshed. But WWI was not pushed aside. In
truth, Kennan was right on the money. The hatred toward the world that many Germans felt led to the election
of Hitler, the creation of concentration camps, and the fall of France, Poland, and many other countries. An
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unsatisfied closure to the Great War caused it to be the silence before the storm. Russian troops in trenches.
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Traditional Potawatomi regalia on display at the Field Museum of Natural History The name "Chicago" is
derived from a French rendering of the indigenous Miami-Illinois word shikaakwa for a wild relative of the
onion , known to botanists as Allium tricoccum and known more commonly as ramps. The first known
reference to the site of the current city of Chicago as "Checagou" was by Robert de LaSalle around in a
memoir. Du Sable was of African and French descent and arrived in the s. In , following the Northwest Indian
War , an area that was to be part of Chicago was turned over to the United States for a military post by native
tribes in accordance with the Treaty of Greenville. The Potawatomi were forcibly removed from their land
after the Treaty of Chicago in He established an extensive and prosperous trading settlement in what would
become the city of Chicago. He sold his Chicago River property in and moved to St. Charles , now in
Missouri, where he was licensed to run a Missouri River ferry. On August 12, , the Town of Chicago was
organized with a population of about Receiver of Public Monies. The canal allowed steamboats and sailing
ships on the Great Lakes to connect to the Mississippi River. Manufacturing and retail and finance sectors
became dominant, influencing the American economy. He defeated Douglas in the general election, and this
set the stage for the American Civil War. To accommodate rapid population growth and demand for better
sanitation, the city improved its infrastructure. The city responded by tunneling two miles 3. In , the problem
of sewage contamination was largely resolved when the city completed a major engineering feat. It reversed
the flow of the Chicago River so that the water flowed away from Lake Michigan rather than into it. This
project began with the construction and improvement of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, and was completed
with the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal that connects to the Illinois River , which flows into the Mississippi
River. These set a precedent for worldwide construction. Germans , Irish , Poles , Swedes and Czechs made up
nearly two-thirds of the foreign-born population by , whites were Anarchist and socialist groups played
prominent roles in creating very large and highly organized labor actions. City, and later, state laws that
upgraded standards for the medical profession and fought urban epidemics of cholera , smallpox , and yellow
fever were both passed and enforced. These laws became templates for public health reform in other cities and
states. The chief advocate for improving public health in Chicago was Dr. He created Lincoln Park by closing
a cemetery filled with shallow graves, and in , in response to an outbreak of cholera he helped establish a new
Chicago Board of Health. Ten years later, he became the secretary and then the president of the first Illinois
State Board of Health, which carried out most of its activities in Chicago. The Exposition drew The term
"midway" for a fair or carnival referred originally to the Midway Plaisance , a strip of park land that still runs
through the University of Chicago campus and connects the Washington and Jackson Parks. Between and , the
African American population of Chicago increased dramatically, from 44, to , This ushered in the beginning of
what is known as the Gangster Era, a time that roughly spans from until when Prohibition was repealed. The
organization, formed in , was called the Society for Human Rights. It produced the first American publication
for homosexuals, Friendship and Freedom. Police and political pressure caused the organization to disband.
The Republican political machine in Chicago was utterly destroyed by the economic crisis, and every mayor
since has been a Democrat. From to , the city witnessed a tax revolt, and the city was unable to meet payroll or
provide relief efforts. Unemployed workers, relief recipients, and unpaid schoolteachers held huge
demonstrations during the early years of the Great Depression. The fiscal crisis was resolved by , and at the
same time, federal relief funding began to flow into Chicago and enabled the city to complete construction of
Lake Shore Drive, landscape numerous parks, construct 30 new schools, and build a thoroughly modernized
State Street Subway. By the Workers Alliance of America begun organizing the poor, workers, the
unemployed. In and , the city celebrated its centennial by hosting the Century of Progress International
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Exposition Worlds Fair. Over 1, companies produced everything from field rations to parachutes to torpedoes,
while new aircraft plants employed , in the construction of engines, aluminum sheeting, bombsights, and other
components. The Great Migration , which had been on pause due to the Depression, resumed at an even faster
pace as the - period, as hundreds of thousands of black Americans arrived in the city to work in the steel mills,
railroads, and shipping yards. Daley , a Democrat , was elected in , in the era of machine politics. By the s,
white residents in several neighborhoods left the city for the suburban areas â€” in many American cities, a
process known as white flight â€” as Blacks continued to move beyond the Black Belt. While home loan
discriminatory redlining against blacks continued, the real estate industry practiced what became known as
blockbusting , completely changing the racial composition of whole neighborhoods. At its peak during the s,
some , workers were employed in the steel industry in Chicago, but the steel crisis of the s and s reduced this
number to just 28, in In , Martin Luther King Jr.
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