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Bijon Bhattacharya (Bengali: à¦¬à¦¿à¦œà¦¨ à¦à¦Ÿà§•à¦Ÿà¦¾à¦šà¦¾à¦°à§•à¦¯) (17 July - 19 January ) was a prominent
Indian theatre and film personality from Bengal.

The group was formed in , in the background of the Second World War , with Bengal famine of and starvation
deaths in India on the one hand and repression by the colonial masters in the wake of the Quit India Movement
and the aggression by the fascist powers on the Soviet Union on the other. The movement hit not only
theatres, but also cinema and music in Indian languages. Nabanna The most important of the dramas were
Nabanna Harvest. Nabanna is a folk-cultural festival of Bengal to celebrate the harvest. This Bengali drama,
written by Bijon Bhattacharya and directed by Sombhu Mitra , portrayed the evils of the Bengal famine of and
the alleged indifference of the British rulers, as also of the richer strata of Indian society towards the plight of
the millions dying from the famine. These performances were characteristic for their vivid, stark portrayal of
the suffering of the masses. Manikuntala Sen , the fireband woman of left politics acted in this play along with
Gopal Halder , who later became an educationist. However, the main members continued to carry the legacy
of IPTA by forming several groups with similar ideology. Utpal Dutt led another faction of artists and went to
create classics like Tiner Talowar and Kallol. IPTA Mumbai was another offshoot that has existed over the
last six decades and continue to produce dramas till date. Secretary Sri Ashim Bandyopadhay. There are 19
District Committees under this organisation. Hundreds of dramas have been produced still today since Light
House by jayanta Chakraborty. Since then Raigarh unit has been active and practicing theatre in this small
district of Chhattisgarh earlier Madhya Pradesh. In , when the Golden Jubilee of IPTA was celebrated
nationwide, this unit decided to celebrate the Golden Jubilee by organizing a five day theatre festival during
the month of December. Although meant to be a one-off event, it was very well received and later on, it was
decided to continue this as an annual event. This is how the National Theatre Festival was born and conceived.
The same year IPTA was reorganized and it spread its activities, started imparting training and updating artists
by means of organizing theatre workshops every year for youth as well as for children. This magazine has
been published annually since They made serious efforts to take Punjabi theatre and folk culture to the
masses. The Politics of Culture in the Shadow of Capital. A stage for social commitment.
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Nabanna is a Bengali language play written by Bijon Bhattacharya and staged by Indian People's Theatre Association
(IPTA) in under the direction of Sombhu Mitra and later in , by Bohurupee under the direction of Kumar Roy.

There were people who were at the war front with guns, some fought the war of ideals. Others were there who
decided to spread the idea of fighting for independence through their plays on stage. Sri Bijan Bhattacharya
also spelled as Bijon Bhattacharya was one of the stalwarts in the group mentioned last. He spent a major part
of his childhood and youth in the outskirts of the town of Faridpur. He knew the lives of the villagers, their joy
and sorrow, their hope and despair, inside out. And all these were reflected later in the plays he wrote. Sri
Bhattacharya married renowned writer Mahashweta Devi, a comrade in his early days. However, they got
divorced later. Their only son, Sri Nabarun Bhattacharya, is a famous writer. He formed his own group,
Calcutta Theatre, a couple of years later and continued to perform his task of speaking about the sufferings of
the people of villages, the refugees and the urban poor. Throughout his life, Sri Bhattacharya used his art of
theatre as a weapon against the oppression on the poor and the destitute. This play, the first full-length
endeavour of his life, was based on the Bengal Famine of , in which over a million people died of starvation,
malnutrition and the resultant diseases. This play was directed by Bhattacharya, along with Sri Shambhu
Mitra, another stalwart of the Bengali stage. Nabanna â€” a New Era Nabanna marked a complete shift from
the types of plays that people were used to see earlier in Bengali theatre. The play portrays in detail the
conditions of the people of rural Bengal and the refugees, which was almost impossible in the earlier days. All
the plays reflect his deep knowledge of the lives of these people whom he loved and with whom he spent a
major part of his life. In Films Sri Bijan Bhattacharya was also involved with the world of celluloid. Besides,
he also acted in several films. He was a part of different films by renowned filmmaker Ritwik Ghatak. Last
Days Sri Bijan Bhattacharya spent a major part of his life in utter poverty. He was a communist from the core
of his heart and remained so till the last day of his life. Hence, most of his plays have an undertone of the
Communist ideology. This extremely talented theatre personality of Bengal passed away on the 19th of
January, , leaving behind him a legacy of plays that speak of the people of whom no one before him had even
mentioned with respect on stage.
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It is the seventh-largest country by area, the second-most populous country, and it is bounded by the Indian
Ocean on the south, the Arabian Sea on the southwest, and the Bay of Bengal on the southeast. Indias
Andaman and Nicobar Islands share a border with Thailand. The Indian subcontinent was home to the urban
Indus Valley Civilisation of the 3rd millennium BCE, in the following millennium, the oldest scriptures
associated with Hinduism began to be composed. Social stratification, based on caste, emerged in the first
millennium BCE, early political consolidations took place under the Maurya and Gupta empires, the later
peninsular Middle Kingdoms influenced cultures as far as southeast Asia. In the medieval era, Judaism,
Zoroastrianism, Christianity, and Islam arrived, much of the north fell to the Delhi sultanate, the south was
united under the Vijayanagara Empire. The economy expanded in the 17th century in the Mughal empire, in
the midth century, the subcontinent came under British East India Company rule, and in the midth under
British crown rule. A nationalist movement emerged in the late 19th century, which later, under Mahatma
Gandhi, was noted for nonviolent resistance, in , the Indian economy was the worlds seventh largest by
nominal GDP and third largest by purchasing power parity. Following market-based economic reforms in ,
India became one of the major economies and is considered a newly industrialised country. However, it
continues to face the challenges of poverty, corruption, malnutrition, a nuclear weapons state and regional
power, it has the third largest standing army in the world and ranks sixth in military expenditure among
nations. India is a constitutional republic governed under a parliamentary system. It is a pluralistic,
multilingual and multi-ethnic society and is home to a diversity of wildlife in a variety of protected habitats.
The name India is derived from Indus, which originates from the Old Persian word Hindu, the latter term
stems from the Sanskrit word Sindhu, which was the historical local appellation for the Indus River. The
ancient Greeks referred to the Indians as Indoi, which translates as The people of the Indus, the geographical
term Bharat, which is recognised by the Constitution of India as an official name for the country, is used by
many Indian languages in its variations. Scholars believe it to be named after the Vedic tribe of Bharatas in the
second millennium B. E and it is also traditionally associated with the rule of the legendary emperor Bharata.
It was introduced into India by the Mughals and widely used since then and its meaning varied, referring to a
region that encompassed northern India and Pakistan or India in its entirety 2. It shares land borders with India
and Myanmar, Nepal, Bhutan and China are located near Bangladesh but do not share a border with it. The
countrys maritime territory in the Bay of Bengal is roughly equal to the size of its land area, Bangladesh is the
worlds eighth most populous country. Dhaka is its capital and largest city, followed by Chittagong which has
the countrys largest port, Bangladesh forms the largest and eastern part of the Bengal region. The politically
dominant Bengali Muslims make the nation the worlds third largest Muslim-majority country, most of
Bangladesh is covered by the Bengal delta, the largest delta on Earth. The country has rivers and 8, km of
inland waterways, highlands with evergreen forests are found in the northeastern and southeastern regions of
the country. Bangladesh has many islands and a coral reef and it is home to the Sundarbans, the largest
mangrove forest in the world. The countrys biodiversity includes a vast array of plant and wildlife, including
critically endangered Bengal tigers, the Greeks and Romans identified the region as Gangaridai, a powerful
kingdom of the historical subcontinent, in the 3rd century BCE. Archaeological research has unearthed several
ancient cities in Bangladesh, which had trade links for millennia. The Bengal Sultanate and Mughal Bengal
transformed the region into a cosmopolitan Islamic imperial power between the 14th and 18th centuries, the
region was home to many principalities which had inland naval prowess. It was also a center of the worldwide
muslin and silk trade. The region witnessed the Bengali Language Movement in and the Bangladesh
Liberation War in , after independence, a parliamentary republic was established. A presidential government
was in place between and , followed by a return to parliamentary democracy, the country has also been
affected by poverty, natural disasters, hunger, dominant party systems and military coups. Bangladesh is a
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power and a major developing nation. Listed as one of the Next Eleven, it has the 46th largest economy and it
is one of the largest textile exporters in the world. Its major trading partners are the European Union, the
United States, China, India, Japan, Malaysia, with its strategically vital location between Southern, Eastern
and Southeast Asia, Bangladesh is an important promoter of regional connectivity and cooperation 3. Hindu
â€” Hindu refers to any person who regards themselves as culturally, ethnically, or religiously adhering to
aspects of Hinduism. It has historically used as a geographical, cultural, or religious identifier for people
indigenous to South Asia. The historical meaning of the term Hindu has evolved with time, by the 16th
century, the term began to refer to residents of India who were not Turks or Muslims. The historical
development of Hindu self-identity within the Indian population, in a religious or cultural sense, is unclear,
competing theories state that Hindu identity developed in the British colonial era, or that it developed post-8th
century CE after the Islamic invasion and medieval Hindu-Muslim wars. A sense of Hindu identity and the
term Hindu appears in texts dated between the 13th and 18th century in Sanskrit and regional languages. The
14th- and 18th-century Indian poets such as Vidyapati, Kabir and Eknath used the phrase Hindu dharma, the
Christian friar Sebastiao Manrique used the term Hindu in religious context in In the 18th century, the
European merchants and colonists began to refer to the followers of Indian religions collectively as Hindus, in
contrast to Mohamedans for Mughals, scholars state that the custom of distinguishing between Hindus,
Buddhists, Jains and Sikhs is a modern phenomenon. Hindoo is a spelling variant, whose use today may be
considered derogatory. At more than 1. The vast majority of Hindus, approximately million, live in India,
according to Indias census. It was used as the name of the Indus river and also referred to its tributaries, the
Punjab region, called Sapta Sindhava in the Vedas, is called Hapta Hindu in Zend Avesta. The term Hindu in
these ancient records is an ethno-geographical term, the Arabic equivalent Al-Hind likewise referred to the
country of India. Among the earliest known records of Hindu with connotations of religion may be in the
7th-century CE Chinese text Record of the Western Regions by the Buddhist scholar Xuanzang, Xuanzang
uses the transliterated term In-tu whose connotation overflows in the religious according to Arvind Sharma.
The Hindu community occurs as the amorphous Other of the Muslim community in the court chronicles,
wilfred Cantwell Smith notes that Hindu retained its geographical reference initially, Indian, indigenous, local,
virtually native. Slowly, the Indian groups themselves started using the term, differentiating themselves, the
poet Vidyapatis poem Kirtilata contrasts the cultures of Hindus and Turks in a city and concludes The Hindus
and the Turks live close together, Each makes fun of the others religion 4. Brahmin â€” Brahmin is a varna in
Hinduism specialising as priests of sacred learning across generations. However, Indian texts suggest that
Brahmins were often agriculturalists in medieval India, the Gautama Dharmasutra states in verse The text
forbids a Brahmin from engaging in the trade of animals for slaughter, meat, medicines, the Apastamba
Dharmasutra asserts in verse 1. The 1st millennium CE Dharmasastras, that followed the Dharmasutras
contain similar recommendations on occupations for a Brahmin, both in prosperous or normal times, and in
the times of adversity. The widely studied Manusmriti, for example, states, Except during a time of adversity
and he should gather wealth just sufficient for his subsistence through irreproachable activities that are specific
to him, without fatiguing his body. It also lists six occupations that it deems proper for a Brahmin, teaching,
studying, offering yajna, officiating at yajna, giving gifts, of these, states Manusmriti, three which provide a
Brahmin with a livelihood are teaching, officiating at yajna, and accepting gifts. The text states that teaching is
best, and ranks the accepting of gifts as the lowest of the six, in the times of adversity, Manusmriti
recommends that a Brahmin may live by engaging in the occupations of the warrior class, or agriculture or
cattle herding or trade. Of these, Manusmriti in verses Both Buddhist and Brahmanical literature, states
Patrick Olivelle, repeatedly define Brahmin not in terms of family of birth and these virtues and characteristics
mirror the values cherished in Hinduism during the Sannyasa stage of life, or the life of renunciation for
spiritual pursuits. Brahmins, states Olivelle, were the class from which most ascetics came. The earliest
inferred reference to Brahmin as a social class is in the Rigveda, occurs once. Ancient texts describing
community-oriented Vedic yajna rituals mention four to five priests, the hotar, the adhvaryu, the udgatar, the
functions associated with the priests were, The Hotri recites invocations and litanies drawn from the Rigveda.
The Adhvaryu is the assistant and is in charge of the physical details of the ritual like measuring the ground.
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The Udgatri is the chanter of hymns set to melodies and music drawn from the Samaveda, the udgatar, like the
hotar, chants the introductory, accompanying and benediction hymns. The Brahmin recites from the
Atharvaveda, the Ritvij is the chief operating priest 5. The food crisis increased from the beginning of ,
becoming a serious famine from mid and this ended with the harvesting of the December rice crop, though
continuing famine relief was needed for the next few months. India, and Bengal in particular, had food
shortages by the beginning of , the food situation in India was tight from the beginning of the Second World
War with a series of crop failures and localized famines which were dealt with successfully under the Indian
Famine Codes. In Bengal in there was a small scale famine although quick action by the authorities prevented
widespread loss of life, India as a whole faced a food shortage in After the Japanese occupation of Burma in
March , Bengal, however, there were poor crops and famine situations in Cochin, Trivandrum, and Bombay on
the west coast and Madras, Orissa and Bengal in the east. It fell on the few surplus Provinces, mainly the
Punjab, to supply the rest of India, India as a whole had a deficit, but exported small quantities to meet the
urgent needs of the Indian Army abroad, and those of Ceylon. In addition, Bengal was hit by a cyclone and
three waves on 16 October An area of square miles were swept by tidal waves, square miles affected by
floods and square miles damaged by wind and torrential rain and this was believed to have had more serious
effects on supply than the cyclone. Bengal had been an importer for the previous decade. Calcutta was
normally supplied by Burma, the Allies had suffered a disastrous defeat at Singapore in against the Japanese
military, which then occupied Burma. From January until the end of the war, no Burmese rice reached India,
normally the carry-over would give extra supplies, cushioning the effect of a bad crop. In addition, a body of
troops were stationed in Bengal to defend against the anticipated invasion. Some politicians, officials, and
traders stated from late that these factors made a serious famine in inevitable. It is not known what they really
believed, the Famine Inquiry Commission was damning about the policies, actions and failures to act of the
Government of India, of the Bengal Government, of other provincial governments and of the rice trade. It also
called attention to the general corruption, Indian statisticians at the time considered that grossly unreliable
statistics and gaps in the statistics were an important cause of the failure to recognize and tackle the famine 6.
Bailey Road, Dhaka â€” Bailey road is a well-known thoroughfare in Dhaka, the capital city of Bangladesh. It
is a road in Dhaka. It runs through Shantinagar, connecting the Kakrail-Ramna road with the Siddheshwari
junction and it is generally regarded as one of the classier areas of the city. The bailey road is considered as
two roads, one after another, they are the new baily road and the Baily road. The new Baily road is well
recognised for its famous theatres, numerous boutiques, shops, schools, fast foods, restaurants, the other Baily
road is reputable because of the officers club, Foreign Service academy and homes of ministers, officers and
government officials. Bailey Road was featured in a song of the name by Ayub Bachchu. Bailey Road was
officially renamed Natok Soroni, in recognition of the contributions to performing arts in the capital. Ramna
was a forest like area during the British rein, initially, Charles dos, the magistrate of Dhaka was responsible
for its development. He transformed that area into a course and garden, where the high class. At developed
into a small town, gradually people started building houses at the north side of Ramna. In surveyor general
divided Ramna into two different parts, and they are the Ramna plains and the race course, government tried
to modify the Ramna plains and turn it into the new capital city. He wanted to achieve this by building roads
through acre of Greenland, beside the roads where several great buildings made for the residence of higher
officials such as governor, justice, council members, secretary and division heads. Coming back from the
scenes of Mughal Empire, even today Ramna has remained as one of the most notable, Baily road which lies
between Ramna is also one of the most prominent and prestigious roads in Dhaka. Bailey Road in the widely
known as Natokpara has been centre of our theatre practices as well as theatre performers. The stage
productions of Dhakas major drama companies are usually performed in Bailey Road, over the years, its
theatres have played host to some of the countrys best actors and actresses. The auditorium was built in to
create a stream for what was by then the Bangladesh Girl Guides Association. In â€”04 the auditorium
underwent an upgrade with advice from eminent theatre personalities M Hamid 7. Theatre of India â€” The
earliest form of the theatre of India was the Sanskrit theatre. With the Islamic conquests that began in the 10th
and 11th centuries, modern Indian theatre developed during the period of colonial rule under the British
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Empire, from the midth century until the midth. In order to resist its use by Indians as an instrument of protest
against colonial rule, from the last half of the 19th century, theatres in India experienced a boost in numbers
and practice. After Indian independence in , theatres spread throughout India as one of the means of
entertainment, as a diverse, multi-cultural nation, the theatre of India cannot be reduced to a single,
homogenous trend. Lack of finance is another major obstacle, the earliest-surviving fragments of Sanskrit
drama date from the 1st century AD. The wealth of evidence from earlier periods offers no indication of the
existence of a tradition of theatre. This treatise on grammar from BC provides a date for the beginnings of
theatre in India.
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For other uses, see Nabanna disambiguation. Harvesting preparation Nabanna New Crop is a Bengali harvest
celebration usually celebrated with food and dance and music in Bangladesh and in the Indian State of West
Bengal. It is a festival of food; many local preparations of Bengali cuisine like pithe are cooked and offered.
Celebration The festival is celebrated with mela which are called nabanna mela. It is one of the numerous
festivals that gave the name "baro mase tero parban" thirteen festivals in twelve months to the land of Bengal.
Although the nabanna parban is somewhat different from other ones since it is not connected to a religion such
as Ratha Yatra. The villagers and locals from both the major religious groups join the festival with equal
participation. There are also several fertility rituals which make the festival truly a harvest ritual. The festival
gets a lot of support from the creative army of Bengali culture. Several poets, musicians, baul and painters
flock to such mass gatherings. There is a famous play written on nabanna by Bijon Bhattacharya which depicts
the sad incident of the great Bengal Famine of Shahriar Salam is main planner of the organization. Once upon
a time 1st Agrahayan was the first day of Bengali New Year. It is a non communal festival in Bengal. Below
is a description found in west Bengal on one such mela website. People not only come to visit the Mela. An
"Art-Camp" may attract creative minded people where artists from different states will participate. These
artists come from different parts of the state to perform their talent and expertise in front of thousands of
appreciative gatherings. Examples are Chhau , Bihu etc. Also the name nabanna is associated to several rural
welfare projects and banks.
5: Bijon Bhattacharya - WikiVisually
Nabanna by Bijan Bhattacharya For the IPTA, Bijan Bhattacharya wrote one of the most memorable plays of his life Nabanna or New Harvest (). This play, the first full-length endeavour of his life, was based on the Bengal Famine of , in
which over a million people died of starvation, malnutrition and the resultant diseases.
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Nabanna is a Bengali language drama written by Bijon Bhattacharya and staged by the Indian People's Theatre
Association (IPTA) in under the direction of Sombhu Mitra and later, in , by Bohurupee under the direction of Kumar
Roy.
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Bijon Bhattacharya (Bengali: à¦¬à¦¿à¦œà¦¨ à¦à¦Ÿà§•à¦Ÿà¦¾à¦šà¦¾à¦°à§•à¦¯) (17 July - 19 January ) was a prominent
Indian theatre and film personality from Bengal. Bhattacharya was born in at Faridpur (now in Bangladesh) in a Hindu,
Bengali Brahmin family, and was early a.
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Bijon Bhattacharya (17 July - 19 January ) was a prominent Indian theatre and film personality from Bengal.
Bhattacharya was born in at Faridpur (now in Bangladesh) in a Hindu, Bengali Brahmin family, and was early a witness
to the destitution and penury of the peasantry of that land.
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Nabanna (drama) topic. Nabanna is a Bengali language drama written by Bijon Bhattacharya and staged by the Indian
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People's Theatre Association (IPTA) in under the direction of Sombhu Mitra and later, in , by Bohurupee under the
direction of Kumar Roy.[1].
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