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1: Napoleonâ€™s Obsession with Britain â€“ Part Two | Historia Nerdicus
Napoleon's planned invasion of the United Kingdom at the start of the War of the Third Coalition, although never carried
out, was a major influence on British naval strategy and the fortification of the coast of southeast England.

Print this page War with France When war broke out between Britain and Revolutionary France in the spring
of there was no immediate threat of French invasion. Britain relied on the Royal Navy for defence and planned
a series of sorties against the French forces in mainland Europe. But the picture started to change in French
military successes and British military frustrations started to alter the balance of power and the British
Government began to repair and reinforce coastal defenses and to raise, train and equip a huge force of
volunteers. A member of the Society of United Irishman Wolfe Tone was a Protestant who by the mid s was
convinced that change could come only through violent insurrection. In he was in France seeking aid and
promoting the invasion of Ireland by a French army of liberation. Wolfe Tone and Hoche met and their
aspirations coincided. Wolfe Tone promised popular support if the French invaded and, in late December , a
French invasion fleet of around 50 ships carrying 15, veteran troops set sail from Brest for Bantry Bay in
south-west Ireland. The plan was to land, ignite the country in rebellion against the Protestant English
overlords, seize the port of Cork and be in Dublin within the fortnight. But nothing went right for the French the weather was so violent that no troops could be put ashore - and by the first week of January the French
invasion fleet, battered and dispersed, crept back to Brest. The Government continued to fear the enemy within
and increased the power of sedition laws to break and stifle individuals and societies that appeared to be
supporting pro-French Republican views. These fears seemed to be fully realised in April and May when
elements of the Royal Navy - the first and major bulwark against invasion - mutinied at Spithead and the Nore.
The mutiny - not primarily political in its nature - was dealt with and the British naval victory in October over
a French-led and sponsored Dutch invasion fleet at Camperdown suggested that the Royal Navy was still in
possession of its fighting spirit. But despite this British success the French still appeared to be closing in for
the kill. Let us concentrate all our efforts on the navy and annihilate England. That done, Europe is at our feet.
The Irish were too demoralised or too terrified to join the French would-be liberators and Wolfe Tone - who
could perhaps have raised more resistance in Ireland - was captured en route by the Royal Navy and
subsequently committed suicide while waiting execution as a traitor. In early September Humbert surrendered
his tiny army which - although the invasion proved futile - had given a good account of itself. On the 1st
August Admiral Nelson had destroyed a French fleet in Aboukir Bay - an action which not only marooned
Bonaparte and his army in Egypt but also removed from France the ability to defend an invasion army as it
crossed the English Channel. In March Britain appeared to have weathered the storm when, with the Treaty of
Amiens, France - now a dictatorship with Bonaparte as the autocratic head-of-state - made peace with Great
Britain. But both sides were intensely suspicious of each other, the terms of the treaty were not honoured and,
in May , Britain was once more at war with France, more powerful and a more sinister enemy than ever
before. Top Hourly threat By the end of Bonaparte had amassed on the cliffs around Calais an Army of
England , strong and a flotilla of 2, crafts to carry the host across the Channel. The presence of the army put
huge pressure on the British Government to come to terms with Bonaparte who, in May , had his position
strengthened still further by getting the French senate to confer upon him the title of Emperor Napoleon I.
Napoleon realised that with invasion, as with most things, time was of the essence. If he could get his men
ashore, getting them moving and to London before the British could fully mobilise or deploy their forces then
victory would be his. The British also realised that timing was all important and knew that the job of its
land-based defences - both coastal fortifications and volunteer regiments - was to delay and disrupt enemy
forces until British regular forces could be gathered and a counter-attack launched. In the dark days of and when a French invasion was expected on an almost hourly basis - Britain started to construct a vast network of
coastal defences as well as relying on the skill and resilience of the Royal Navy. As Admiral Earl St Vincent
said at the time: This pointed to three prime invasion targets: Dover and the beaches around it, Chatham and
the River Medway which the Dutch has successfully raided in and the flat, wide beaches of the Romney Marsh
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adjoining the small port at Rye. So Prime Minister William Pitt, a firm believer in the benefits of fixed
fortifications, followed the advice of a number of military engineers, notably General Twiss, and approved
plans to strengthen the defences of these prime targets. The greatest weakness of Dover was vulnerability to
land attack. The ancient castle - despite being greatly strengthened during the s - was also vulnerable to attack
from land, especially from the neighbouring Western Heights from which modern artillery could rapidly
reduce the castle to ruins. From until was turned into one of the great artillery fortresses of Europe. It housed
batteries firing out to sea and inland, and barracks for a large garrison of troops that was given rapid access to
the sea by means of the spectacular Great Shaft, a foot deep cylinder containing three staircase designed to
allow troops to move to and from the Western Heights and the harbour with maximum speed. The Western
Heights was also provided with an impressive strong point - a place of great defensive and offensive power called the Drop Redoubt. This fortress with its massive, brick-clad earth walls, deep ditch, well sited gun
embrasures and vastly strong casemates and magazine remains one of the wonders of British post-medieval
military design. The defence of the Romney Marches was a trickier problem. Flooding was one possibility but
this would have destroyed many homes and much productive land. In late a Royal Engineer colonel John
Brown came up with a better idea: These squat, ovoid-shaped brick-built towers are immensely strong and
were modelled on a gun tower at Martella, Corsica that had caused the Royal Navy much trouble in Martello
Towers were the idea of Captain William Ford of the Royal Engineers and they were sited roughly yards apart
and each mounted a long-range 24 pounder cannon. The aim was to cover the most likely landing beaches and
to confuse any French landing while British reserves and Royal Navy ships were rushed to the area. These
squat, ovoid-shaped brick-built towers are immensely strong These towers were never tested which is a great
tribute. But in late the picture was not quite so clear. After the destruction of his fleet at Trafalgar Napoleon
went on to win, in December , the vastly important victory at Austerlitz that confirmed the French as the
military and political masters of Europe. A French fleet could be reconstructed and, as far as the British could
see, it was just a matter of time before the French were again in a position to invade. It was not until when
Napoleon and his allies were smashed in Russia that the invasion of Britain was clearly beyond the French and in this year the construction of the chain of Martello towers ceased. Top Victory at Waterloo The victory
at Waterloo in left Britain the dominant power in Europe with the Royal Navy the strongest fleet in the world despite suffering a series of significant but small-scale reverses during the War of with the fledgling United
States Navy. For 40 years threats of invasion were forgotten but then, in the late s, emerged in a sudden and
most dramatic manner. France - revived as an empire with immense territorial ambitions under Napoleon III was once again the enemy and in the late s Britain led by its Prime Minister Lord Palmerston undertook to
spend vast sums on defence. On the contrary, it merely identified a new enemy. Initially the British had been
gratified by the discomfiture of their traditional enemy but by the end of Prussian brutality, its cold-blooded
military efficiency and its territorial ambitions had made it the next potential invader. Defence against
Bonaparte, by R. The Nelson Touch by D. Howarth Collins, Defending the Island by N. Longmate Hutchison,
Invasion: From the Armada to Hitler, by F. The Nelson Society site has lots of information about the man and
his battles. Dover Castle - English Heritage site gives information of how to get there and what to expect.
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2: Eight Reasons Behind Napoleon's Invasion Of Egypt
Twice in five years, the threat of a Napoleonic invasion caused real fear in Britain. In , the country was racked by internal
divisions, a fiscal crisis, and widespread social unrestâ€”factors that the French invaders hoped would transform an act
of aggression into a welcome war of liberation.

The Napoleonic Wars were massive in their geographic scope, ranging, as far as Britain was concerned, over
all of the five continents. They were massive, too, in terms of expense. From to the Battle of Waterloo in June
the wars costâ€¦ The defeat of Austria, â€”01 Though Bonaparte had to embark on the campaigns of with
inadequate forces and funds, the weaknesses of allied strategy went far to offset the disadvantages under
which he laboured. Austria had decided on an equal division of its strength by maintaining armies of
approximately , men in both the German and Italian theatres. When in June these two forces were diverted to
cooperate with the Austrians they arrived off the Italian coast too late to be of use. Nevertheless, Bonaparte
was busy with the creation of an army of reserve which was to be concentrated around Dijon and was destined
to act under his command in Italy. Bonaparte had hoped that Moreau would mass the Army of the Rhine in
Switzerland and cross the river at Schaffhausen to turn the Austrian left in strength and obtain a decisive
victory before dispatching some of his army to join the force descending on the rear of the Austrians in Italy.
Moreau, however, preferred to cross the Rhine at intervals over a distance of 60 miles approximately km and
to encounter the Austrians before concentrating his own forces. An ill-provisioned force of 35, men and 40
cannons began transiting the Great Saint Bernard Pass on the night of May 14â€”15 and completed it on May
Bonaparte had had to yield ground, but French general Louis Desaix, responding to a hurried summons,
returned to assault the Austrian vanguard with 6, men and 6 or 8 cannon. On June 15, , Melas concluded a
capitulation: In exchange, the Austrians received free passage of their troops to Mantua. Malta , which
Bonaparte had offered to the Russian emperor Paul three months earlier, fell to the British in September. After
a further reverse at Messkirch, the Austrians withdrew, reaching Ulm on May Having lost his advantage in
numbers through the dispatch of the contingent to Italy, Moreau rejected a direct attack on the strong positions
at Ulm in favour of a turning movement on the right. Victor Moreau, lithograph, c. Moreau withdrew to
muster his dispersed forces to meet an attempt to outflank him, and in the Battle of Hohenlinden December 3
the mobility of the French enabled him to rout the Austrian columns, which lost 14, men and 80 cannon. Many
thousands more were taken prisoner in a vigorous pursuit. By the armistice of Steyr December 25 the
Austrians agreed to negotiate for peace without Great Britain. In Italy the French, in contravention of the
armistice, had occupied Tuscany in October on the grounds of British activity at Livorno. Brune then moved
against the outnumbered Austrians late in December. Having abandoned the Adige January 1, and the Brenta
January 11 , the Austrians were ready to sign the armistice of Treviso January For the most part it repeated
the Treaty of Campo Formio The French frontier was to be advanced to the Rhine, with the proviso that the
rulers thus dispossessed should be compensated from ecclesiastical territory in Germany. Compensation was
also to be found for the Habsburg grand duke Ferdinand III of Tuscany, who was also to be dispossessed.
Joachim Murat, lithograph, c. The Armistice of Foligno February 18, , which forced the Neopolitans to
evacuate the Papal States , was followed by the Peace of Florence March 28 , whereby Naples lost little
territory but undertook to exclude British and Turkish trade. Great Britain, France, and the neutrals, â€”02 The
British, in pursuit of their primarily maritime, colonial, and commercial interests in the wars, claimed to have
been serving the common cause and had moreover applied their profits to subsidizing the Continental armies,
but they had adopted means that offended neutral states and former allies alike. Through their blockade , the
British could virtually dictate the terms of European sea trade. Iron , hemp , timber , pitch , and corn maize
were at all times to be regarded as contraband of war , and neutral ships were liable to search even when under
convoy. Paul, detail of a portrait attributed to J. Merriweather Post, Hillwood, Washington, D. Courtesy of
Hillwood, Washington, D. Germany and the Baltic States had witnessed much of the expansion of British
trade during the previous decade of war, British exports to Bremen and Hamburg having risen percent between
and Furthermore, the Baltic States and Germany also supplied most of the materials for British shipbuilding
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and were the main source of the imports of grain, supplying 5â€”16 percent of British consumption. As the
harvests of and were poor, the interruption in shipments was soon felt in a bread shortage. The assassination of
the emperor Paul March removed the chief author of the League at a moment when its members had to reckon
with British reprisals. On April 2 Horatio Nelson led a vanguard of 12 ships of the line and frigates into
Copenhagen harbour. Shore batteries opened fire but, despite orders to retire and the grounding of three of his
ships, Nelson continued the Battle of Copenhagen until he had overcome the stubborn resistance of the vessels
and hulks anchored there. The Danes agreed to an armistice and made peace on May Sweden had already
done so on May 18, and an Anglo-Russian convention followed on June The new Russian emperor,
Alexander I , moreover gave up the demand for Malta. Abercromby, RalphSir Ralph Abercromby. The price
of wheat had risen to shillings per quarter by March 1, It fell to shillings in June and to 75 shillings in
December. William Pitt , whose place as prime minister had been taken by Henry Addington , approved of
this overture not so much because of the collapse of Austria as because of the danger presented by the League
of Armed Neutrality. The preliminaries having been concluded on October 1, , the Treaty of Amiens was
signed on March 27, Notwithstanding their reverses overseas, the French recovered all their colonies. The
British undertook to leave Malta within three months. The island was to be handed back to the Order of St.
John of Jerusalem , with its neutrality guaranteed by the powers. Redispositions in Europe Representatives of
the Cisalpine Republic , summoned to Lyons at the end of to remodel their constitution, invited Bonaparte in
January to accept the presidency of the republic. It was henceforth to be known as the Italian Republic. Similar
arrangements were subsequently made in the Ligurian Republic and in Lucca. Piedmont was brought under
direct French rule in September In Germany the compensation of the rulers dispossessed by the French was
settled by the Reichsdeputationshauptschluss Principal Decree of the Imperial Deputation of February French
and, to a lesser extent, Russian influence marked the negotiations by which the ecclesiastical principalities and
all but six of the imperial cities were distributed among the displaced princes and the larger German states.
The church in Germany lost nearly 2,, subjects, while Prussia gained nearly , His achievement in this field
provided the model for countries under French occupation during the following decade. The French, whose
manufactures progressed less dramatically than the British and whose seaborne trade had been strangled,
found it impossible to raise funds commensurate with their aggressive policy in Europe, so that Napoleon had
to rely on the spoils of conquest to supplement the deficiencies of French finance. Many of the figures for
British overseas trade during the period represent official values based on a scale of prices current in the s,
regardless of market value. Great Britain had superior banking services, could suspend payments in gold at
home, and was preponderant in the European money market. These hidden sources of income met some part
of French expenditure, and foreign states made further contributions of money as well as troops and supplies,
but the disparity between French and British financial resources remains clear. Yet, when at last he was in a
position to do so, the military strength whereby he had enforced his will on Europe was so strained that the
Continental powers could break the boycott prematurely and resume hostilities against his widely dispersed
armies. There is no evidence that Napoleon ever considered withholding grain from Great Britain in an
attempt to force withdrawal from the war: At other times his mercantilist views led him to export French grain
to Great Britain, provided that France received cash, not goods, in return. For the mercantile marine France
had had more than 2, ships employed in European and colonial trade by but possessed only ships of tons or
more by , while British strength rose by one-third in ten years to number 19, vessels 2,, tons in and was to
reach 21, ships 2,, tons in Maritime supremacy enabled the British to dominate the colonial reexport trade
coffee , tea , sugar , spices , cotton and dyes to the great advantage of their national economy. Page 1 of 5.
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3: Napoleon and the Invasion of Britain : Mark Philp :
Napoleon sold him on the advantages of an invasion of Egypt, with the wealth and diplomatic power it would bring. It
was a vision to delight a foreign minister. The Directors were suspicious of Napoleon, this young, publicity-hungry
general.

Napoleon had been appointed to the command of an invasion force as early as , but this force had never
launched due to misgivings aired by Napoleon against it in early The renewal in hostilities after the
breakdown of Amiens in fell at a time when Napoleon had reached almost the height of his power within
France, and an invasion of England could be directed under his complete control, ordering resources and
necessary manpower where he felt it was needed. Reasons for the failure of the French invasion attempts vary.
The growing gap between the quality of the French and British naval forces underpin the inevitable failure of a
future French invasion attempt. Jeremy Black has highlighted the continued lack of investment in French
naval forces from the time of the Revolution as a major aspect of the inevitable defeat by Britain on the seas.
Continued naval defeats at the hands of the British reduced the numbers of experienced French sailors and the
availability of vessels, and sapped morale, all of which proved fatal by the Battle of Trafalgar in The terminal
decline of the French navy in the years of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars prevented significant
threats to Britain from achieving success. The blockade of the French fleet within harbour led to an inability to
effectively train crews on the high seas, reducing their battle readiness and general seamanship skills. This
lead to a paradoxical effect: We must discuss each aspect of the French limitations in turn. In terms of
numbers of ships, the Imperial navy suffered a decline throughout the s and early s. Vincent and Camperdown,
which saw them lose 4 and 7 ships of the line respectively. There was also an inability by the Directorate, then
Napoleon, to invest in the fleet to help replenish the French loss of 11 ships of the line at the battle of the Nile
in An inability and unwillingness to divert resources to the replenishment of both ageing vessels and vessels
lost in battle allowed the British to overturn any advantage that France had gained, by attaining the navies of
both the Dutch and Spanish, in terms of ship numbers. Had Villeneuve evaded Nelson in , there remained the
problems of encountering the 44 ships under Cornwallis in the Channel, as well as the potential emergence of
the North Sea and Baltic fleets. Napoleon would have done well to put his focus into maintaining the fleet he
already held before attempting to lay plans for an assault against Britain. In terms of naval tactics, the French
and British navies differed in their style of battle. It is highly unlikely that any landing upon the British Isles
would have been more than likely a debacle. History provides us with a series of examples as to the
importance of maintaining regional naval supremacy in order to prevent an invasion force from becoming a
lost force. In a rather excellent article, David Thomson has argued the feasibility of a French invasion fleet
assisted by steam driven vessels designed by Robert Fulton. Yet, as Thomson argues, the chances of success
were low, for the need to avoid the British navy for the matter of hours needed to transport the forces were
only the beginning of the troubles â€” the ability to continually supply the invasion forces overseas, against a
superior naval power, could not be guaranteed. Although obvious a French army led by Napoleon on British
soil was a threat to the British, the impending Third Coalition would have faced an unorganised resistance in
French territory, with the possibility of sweeping into France unopposed by Bonaparte, and without the cream
of the French army to deal with. It is therefore logical to suggest that had Bonaparte succeeded in crossing the
Channel, the inevitability of his army becoming cut off from the mainland could have ended Napoleonic
France much earlier than The influence of morale is a significant factor that must not be disregarded in this
discussion. The successive naval defeats at the hands of the British throughout the revolutionary period both
sapped the French of experienced sailors in battle fatalities and POWs, and resulted in losses of pride and
memories of naval success gained at the expense of the British during the early s. The combination of a severe
morale drain gained from years of naval failure, with an inability to give new recruits experience at sea due to
naval blockade, reduced the French naval forces into a state of resignation under British superiority.
Napoleonic France did not end for another decade, and the potential for military threats against Britain
remained. Post-Trafalgar failure The potential for an invasion of Britain, still in the offering despite defeat at
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Trafalgar, was ended by the winter of The reasoning behind being the important year of the destruction of the
invasion threat is down to the events at the Treaty of Tilsit. By the terms of Tilsit, Napoleon and Alexander of
Russia established an alliance of cooperation against Britain. Napoleon furthermore planned the forcing of
adherence to his Continental Blockade and use of the navies of the Kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden and
Portugal, in a policy that threatened the British position in Europe. The destruction of his fleet at Trafalgar was
a mere hiccup in his desire to attack Britain by military means, and it is possible to go as far as saying that due
to the state of the French navy by , the best chance Napoleon ever had of gaining naval mastery of the channel
for his invasion flotilla rested upon acquiring the navies of the remaining neutral maritime powers of Europe.
Had Napoleon succeeded in gaining Danish and Swedish naval support, he would have gained 29 ships of the
line to add to the remnants of the Franco-Spanish fleet. These forces, combined with the 20 ships of the line of
the Russian Baltic fleet, would have allowed Napoleon to once again threaten Britain with invasion. The fact
that no renewed invasion attempt came about in can be attributed toward three factors: Firstly, the pre-emptive
attack by Britain on Copenhagen in September that prevented a Napoleonic acquisition of the Danish fleet;
secondly, the failure of French forces to reach Lisbon in time to prevent the escape of the Portuguese fleet; and
finally, the decision by Napoleon to replace the Spanish monarch with his own brother, which removed the
remainder of the Spanish fleet from his grasp. These three factors will be looked at in turn, enabling one to
understand why a military threat to Britain never came about after Debate is rife amongst scholars as to the
rights and wrongs of the British attack on Copenhagen in international law, but the focus here in upon the
influence this event had on the French threat to Britain. Scholarship on the subject of the attack on
Copenhagen has very much discussed the aspects of fear present in Britain at the potential French acquisition
of the Danish fleet. As mentioned above, Napoleon intended to force Denmark into his camp and to declare
war on Britain, or face war with France, and this left her in a precarious position. The attack on Copenhagen
provoked controversial debate within contemporary Britain, but with hindsight, one can argue that the
potential acquisition of the Danish fleet by Napoleon would have reopened a potential of invasion. Muir in
particular discusses the significance that this potential threat had on British policy. The decision to mount a
pre-emptive attack against a neutral strong maritime power that was edging toward the Napoleonic camp was
decisive in preventing any renewed invasion threat. Chandler believes that the attack on Copenhagen allowed
the Royal Navy a means to demonstrate its power, and it indeed did, whilst further strengthening the Royal
Navy by the acquisition of more ships of the line. The attack also had the secondary effect of forcing Russia to
reconsider her potential of attacking Britain at sea. Tilsit has more than often been overlooked in the terms of
the threat that its treaties posed to Britain, but they must be taken into consideration in any discussion of
Napoleonic threat to her. It brought Russia into an alliance with France, and if Britain rejected terms of
mediation between her and France, would plunge Russia into the struggle against Britain. By the terms of
Tilsit, both Russia and France were to compel Denmark, Sweden and Portugal to close their ports to British
shipping, and to declare war on Britain. This possibility presented an even greater threat to Britain than
perhaps that with which Trafalgar has often been attributed to have prevented â€” a combination of the
Russian, Portuguese, Danish, Swedish and remnants of the Franco-Spanish fleets, which would threaten
British naval supremacy, as well as a cutting off from the Baltic naval supplies that the Royal Navy depended
on. Despite the reluctance of full blown maritime warfare in the Baltic as previously discussed, the potential
for a regenerated invasion threat to Britain was serious had the Tilsit policies succeeded. The lack of urgency
of his forces in the campaign against Portugal allowed the Portuguese royal family to flee to Brazil with their
navy intact, and his subsequent decision to depose the Spanish monarchy embroiled the French in the
Peninsular War the reasons for which will be discussed in the next chapter. The statement may read correct if
put that Napoleon tried to build another or acquire by conquest, which indeed he did, but his efforts as shown
in this chapter fell on jagged rocks, preventing an invasion force from attempting to land on the shores of
Britain. Further, the combination of the destruction of Danish naval power at Copenhagen alongside the
failure to obtain the Portuguese fleet when invading Portugal withheld significant naval potential from
Napoleon, and left him relying on indirect means of attack to threaten Britain. Furthermore, his inability to
grasp the problems posed by both logistical and supply troubles, which would have been laid bare had his
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force been able to make the landing by evading the Royal Navy, were tantamount to a debacle taking place
that could easily have resulted in the destruction of the Napoleonic Empire a decade before it eventually fell in
Although it is unquestionable that Napoleon indeed intended to invade Britain, the ability to provide the
requirements to make such an attempt viable were never realised. Naval supremacy of the Channel would
always have been needed for more than just the few hours that Napoleon envisioned, and without making
either substantial gains in ship numbers and quality, or without gaining a significant naval victory over a major
British fleet in battle, the required supremacy was not an achievable aim during the Napoleonic Wars. Even
had Napoleon made available all the requirements needed to establish a significant naval challenge to Britain,
the lack of experienced sailors, as well as the continued naval blockade of French ports by the Royal Navy,
prevented the French from making even the slightest dent in the growing void between the maritime
capabilities of the two combatants.
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4: Invasion of Portugal () - Wikipedia
British anti-invasion preparations of were the military and civilian responses in the United Kingdom to Napoleon's
planned invasion of the United www.enganchecubano.com included mobilization of the population on a scale not
previously attempted in Britain, with a combined military force of over , in December

Shortly afterward, the First French Empire placed all Portuguese shipping in its ports under embargo. On 23
September, the emperor made his intentions clear when he publicly threatened to depose the Braganzas in
front of the Portuguese minister to France. John agreed to suspend diplomatic relations with Britain and close
his ports, but he shrank from seizing British merchants and their goods. This was deemed inadequate by
Napoleon and the French and Spanish ambassadors requested their passports and left the country on 30
September. The southern portion would fall to Godoy as the Principality of the Algarves. The rump of the
country, centered on Lisbon, was to be administered by the French. Aside from his desire to occupy Portugal,
his real purpose may have been to introduce large French forces into Spain in order to facilitate its subsequent
takeover. He was known as a good fighter and an active officer, but he possessed only ordinary talents as a
strategist and a general. These were the 3rd Battalion of the 15th Line Infantry Regiment 1, , the 2nd Battalion
of the 47th Line 1, , the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 70th Line 2, , and the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 86th
Line 2, Artillerymen, sappers, train drivers, and other personnel numbered 1, General Taranco and 6, troops
were ordered to march from Vigo to seize Porto in the north. Captain General Solano would advance from
Badajoz with 9, soldiers to capture Elvas and its fortress. Colonels and captains collected pay and supplies
from the government for their soldiers. But the temptation to profit from this arrangement proved irresistible.
The poorly paid officers often pocketed funds for soldiers who were on the muster rolls but absent or
non-existent. Graft and embezzlement led to understrength units, cavalrymen without horses, and regimental
depots without supplies. In the wake of that conflict, each of the 24 line infantry regiments had a second
battalion added. The number of companies per battalion was reduced from seven to five, but company strength
was raised from to soldiers. The 12 regiments of line cavalry were each increased to troopers and their
cuirasses discarded. The number of man artillery regiments was increased from three to four while ten fortress
artillery companies were established. But after , the previous system of abuses continued so that the army may
have numbered as few as 20, men in Unknown to their Spanish allies, the French engineers were secretly
taking notes about all fortresses and strategic points on their line of march. Anxious that Britain might
intervene in Portugal or that the Portuguese might resist, Napoleon decided to speed up the invasion timetable.
Nevertheless, Napoleon declared, "I will not have the march of the army delayed for a single day. As bad as
the roads were on the Spanish side of the border, those in Portugal were worse. The road along the Tagus
valley was a mere track through a rocky wilderness, with Castelo Branco being the only substantial town in
the area. Amid the continual rain, the advance guard limped into Abrantes on 23 November. The rear of the
corps closed up on 26 November. By this time, the only guns with the column were four Spanish horse
artillery pieces, while half of the soldiers were straggling or marauding. Meanwhile, the Portuguese authorities
were in a state of panic. At first, the Prince Regent had been convinced that Napoleon did not really want to
depose him. Soon after, Admiral Sidney Smith appeared off Lisbon with a British squadron and declared that
the port was under blockade. Hoping to avert a French occupation, the diplomat offered to submit under
various degrading terms. Without a single cannon or cavalryman, 1, French troops staggered into Lisbon on 30
November, their cartridges soaked and their uniforms in tatters. There was no opposition. His cavalrymen
immediately began remounting themselves with horses seized from the local people. At this, John made up his
mind to escape. He loaded his family, courtiers, state papers, and treasure aboard the fleet. He was joined in
flight by many nobles, merchants, and others. With 15 warships and more than 20 transports, the fleet of
refugees weighed anchor on 29 November and set sail for the colony of Brazil. He only caved in when he
found that Lisbon had fallen and the Prince Regent had fled. While the Portuguese civil authorities were
generally subservient toward their occupiers, the common people were angry. Mounted troops were sent into
the streets to disperse the mob with force. As one of his first acts, Junot disbanded the Portuguese army by
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discharging all its soldiers with less than one year and more than six years of service. The remainder were
assigned to nine new units and most were marched to northern Germany to perform garrison duty. The Legion
counted 1, infantry in three battalions and cavalry in two squadrons. Few of these unlucky men survived the
campaign. However, his task was undercut by new orders from Napoleon. Junot was instructed to seize the
property of the 15, persons who had fled to Brazil [21] and to levy a million franc fine on the nation. As it
happened, the refugees had carried off almost half of the specie in Portugal and the French were barely able to
raise enough money to maintain the occupation army. Nevertheless, the harsh taxes caused bitter resentment
among the population. By January there were executions of persons who resisted the exactions of the French.
The situation changed after the Spanish Dos de Mayo Uprising. Junot soon found that all communications
with Paris were cut off by the Spanish revolt. On 6 June , news of the rebellion reached Porto where General
Belesta was stationed with 6, Spanish troops, Taranco having died during the winter.
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5: Continental System | European history | www.enganchecubano.com
For more than a decade, Britain faced the prospect of invasion by Napoleon. But how real was the threat and what
defensive preparations did the British make? When war broke out between Britain and.

Preparations began in January of , just after Tsar Alexander I withdrew from the Continental System on
December 31, , and began openly trading with Britain. Russia, however, did not attack, instead choosing to
form the Sixth Coalition, cemented by a secret alliance between Russia and Sweden in March , and also
included Britain and rebel Spain. It was far from being the crazy or impossible enterprise it may appear with
the benefit of hindsight. But the refusal of the Russian army to engage in the one big battle Napoleon always
sought rendered all his plans worthless. The only major battle of the campaign, at Borodino on 7 September ,
ended with a territorial gain for Napoleon but at a very high cost. Despite the retreat, the Russian winter still
decimated the Grande Armee, so badly that only , of the original army returned from Russia. As Napoleon
realized the full extent of the disaster in Russia, his vulnerability was exposed to the world, leading his
relucant allies, e. Prussia and the Confederation of the Rhine, to quickly abandon him. In December Napoleon
sensed trouble. He left his army in Russia, as he had previously abandoned his army in Egypt, to rush back to
Paris, where the conspiracy led by the half-mad General Malet, which threatened to overthrow Napoleon, had
spread the news of his death in Russia. In the early months of , Prussia broke from its alliance with Napoleon
and joined Russia against him; northern Germany rose against Napoleonic rule; Sweden, ruled by Marshal
Bernadotte, reinforced the coalition; Austria broke the French alliance but remained neutral until August; and
the French finally evacuated Madrid. All Europe was now united against Napoleon. As the Allies crossed the
Rhine in January and Murat, king of Naples, defected in a desperate attempt to retain his throne, Napoleon
stubbornly refused all offers of peace. Even his brilliant series of actions in eastern France in February could
not stop the Allied advances from east and south. Wellington entered Bordeaux on 12 March; Marshals
Marmont and Mortier surrendered Paris to the Allies on 31 March; and after a final attempt to preserve the
dynasty by abdicating in favor of his son, Napoleon abdicated unconditionally on 11 April , by the Treaty of
Fontainebleau. Napoleon began his exile on the island of Elba on 4 May. Alexander I wanted to put his own
puppet king on the throne and the British wanted a Bourbon back on the throne. In November of , Metternich
announced the "Frankfurt Proposals", proposing that Napoleon should continue to rule a weakened France
Metternich knew Napoleon would be indebted to Austria for this. Napoleon rejected the offer. Britain,
frightened of such a possibility, immediately dispatched Viscount Castlereagh to the continent to negotiate for
England, and to advocate putting a Bourbon on the French throne. Metternich and Castlereagh immediately
teamed up, secretly agreeing to prevent Russia from becoming to strong. The four powers signed the Treaty of
Chaumont, promising to remain as allies for 20 years to stop France if it ever became too powerful. The Treaty
of Paris, which restored France to its borders, was surprisingly mild. Instead of destroying France, the great
powers of Europe wanted a stable, normal France that could help preserve the delicate balance of power that
European peace depended on. In terms of land power, the Treaty was a great success, establishing such a
balance that no war broke out in Europe for a century. Even so, with its dominance of the seas, a growing
industrial economy, and a vibrant colonial network, Britain emerged from the Treaty first among equals.
Interestingly, at the same time France was fighting with Russia, Britain became embroiled in war with the US.
With the Continental System and British blockade competing to shut down trade in enemy countries, the
United States found itself unable to trade with either France or Britain. Napoleon lifted the ban on US
shipping, in exchange for a promise not to trade with Britain. Britain retaliated against the US in the War of
Yet though the war certainly sapped British strength, it did not have nearly the staggering affect on the British
that the Russian campaign took on the French. In fact, it is perhaps because of the events in Europe that the
British did not fully commit themselves to war against the US, and the US was able to achieve the result it did.
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Visit Website Did you know? This artifact provided the key to cracking the code of Egyptian hieroglyphics, a
written language that had been dead for almost 2, years. As a boy, Napoleon attended school in mainland
France, where he learned the French language, and went on to graduate from a French military academy in He
then became a second lieutenant in an artillery regiment of the French army. The French Revolution began in ,
and within three years revolutionaries had overthrown the monarchy and proclaimed a French republic. During
the early years of the revolution, Napoleon was largely on leave from the military and home in Corsica, where
he became affiliated with the Jacobins, a pro-democracy political group. In , following a clash with the
nationalist Corsican governor, Pasquale Paoli , the Bonaparte family fled their native island for mainland
France, where Napoleon returned to military duty. Visit Website In France, Napoleon became associated with
Augustin Robespierre , the brother of revolutionary leader Maximilien Robespierre , a Jacobin who was a key
force behind the Reign of Terror , a period of violence against enemies of the revolution. During this time,
Napoleon was promoted to the rank of brigadier general in the army. However, after Robespierre fell from
power and was guillotined along with Augustin in July , Napoleon was briefly put under house arrest for his
ties to the brothers. In , Napoleon helped suppress a royalist insurrection against the revolutionary government
in Paris and was promoted to major general. The following year, the Directory, the five-person group that had
governed France since , offered to let Napoleon lead an invasion of England. Instead, he proposed an invasion
of Egypt in an effort to wipe out British trade routes with India. That summer, with the political situation in
France marked by uncertainty, the ever-ambitious and cunning Napoleon opted to abandon his army in Egypt
and return to France. The Coup of 18 Brumaire In November , in an event known as the coup of 18 Brumaire,
Napoleon was part of a group that successfully overthrew the French Directory. Additionally, with the Treaty
of Amiens in , the war-weary British agreed to peace with the French although the peace would only last for a
year. Napoleon worked to restore stability to post-revolutionary France. One of his most significant
accomplishments was the Napoleonic Code, which streamlined the French legal system and continues to form
the foundation of French civil law to this day. In , a constitutional amendment made Napoleon first consul for
life. Two years later, in , he crowned himself emperor of France in a lavish ceremony at the Cathedral of Notre
Dame in Paris. More than a decade later, in , after Napoleon had no offspring of his own with Josephine, he
had their marriage annulled so he could find a new wife and produce an heir. In , he wed Marie Louise , the
daughter of the emperor of Austria. In addition to his son with Marie Louise, Napoleon had several
illegitimate children. The Reign of Napoleon I From to , France was engaged in the Napoleonic Wars, a series
of major conflicts with various coalitions of European nations. However, in December of that same year,
Napoleon achieved what is considered to be one of his greatest victories at the Battle of Austerlitz, in which
his army defeated the Austrians and Russians. The victory resulted in the dissolution of the Holy Roman
Empire and the creation of the Confederation of the Rhine. Beginning in , Napoleon sought to wage
large-scale economic warfare against Britain with the establishment of the so-called Continental System of
European port blockades against British trade. In , the French defeated the Austrians at the Battle of Wagram,
resulting in further gains for Napoleon. During these years, Napoleon reestablished a French aristocracy
eliminated in the French Revolution and began handing out titles of nobility to his loyal friends and family as
his empire continued to expand across much of western and central continental Europe. In retaliation,
Napoleon led a massive army into Russia in the summer of In September, both sides suffered heavy casualties
in the indecisive Battle of Borodino. Retreating Russians set fires across the city in an effort to deprive enemy
troops of supplies. After waiting a month for a surrender that never came, Napoleon, faced with the onset of
the Russian winter, was forced to order his starving, exhausted army out of Moscow. During the disastrous
retreat, his army suffered continual harassment from a suddenly aggressive and merciless Russian army. At the
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same time as the catastrophic Russian invasion, French forces were engaged in the Peninsular War , which
resulted in the Spanish and Portuguese, with assistance from the British, driving the French from the Iberian
Peninsula. Napoleon then retreated to France, and in March coalition forces captured Paris. On April 6, ,
Napoleon, then in his mids, was forced to abdicate the throne. With the Treaty of Fontainebleau, he was exiled
to Elba, a Mediterranean island off the coast of Italy. He was given sovereignty over the small island, while
his wife and son went to Austria. Hundred Days Campaign and Battle of Waterloo On February 26, , after less
than a year in exile, Napoleon escaped Elba and sailed to the French mainland with a group of more than 1,
supporters. On March 20, he returned to Paris, where he was welcomed by cheering crowds. Napoleon raised a
new army and planned to strike preemptively, defeating the allied forces one by one before they could launch
a united attack against him. In June , his forces invaded Belgium, where British and Prussian troops were
stationed. However, two days later, on June 18, at the Battle of Waterloo near Brussels, the French were
crushed by the British, with assistance from the Prussians. On June 22, , Napoleon was once again forced to
abdicate. He died there on May 5, , at age 51, most likely from stomach cancer. During his time in power,
Napoleon often posed for paintings with his hand in his vest, leading to some speculation after his death that
he had been plagued by stomach pain for years.
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Merchants from the French Empire and its dependencies were no longer allowed to trade with Britain, and
French fleets would prevent others from doing so. Without commerce, it would be difficult for the British to
finance and supply the fleets and armies that made them such a formidable military power. Meanwhile, a
French continental trade network would take their place. This was particularly important following the British
victory at the Battle of Trafalgar in The British had shown they were a force to fear. If Napoleon was to
continue dominating Europe, he needed to coerce them to make peace. British Determination One of the
reasons why the blockade began was also a reason why it failed. The British were determined to uphold their
position of global dominance, and would not negotiate with Napoleon. British governments under Portland
and Pitt refused to come to the table, digging in their heels to fight against an infringement upon British
liberties. At Copenhagen, the British bombarded the city and seized the Danish fleet, depriving Napoleon of
the opportunity to add it to his own naval power. It was an appalling attack in which thousands of civilians
died. It was also enormously successful. The British reinforced their domination of the seas and stopped
Napoleon expanding his naval power. British Diplomatic Pressure Britain applied diplomatic pressure,
pushing friendly countries to ignore and break the blockade. It became a polarizing issue, pushing neutral
countries closer to an anti-French stance. Hard to Enforce The blockade proved incredibly difficult to enforce.
It was one thing for Napoleon to say no-one was allowed to trade with Britain. It was quite another to make
that happen. Theoretically, France controlled vast swathes of Europe and its coastlines in Much of the
continent was controlled by France either directly or indirectly. Some countries were friendly. Others too
afraid to defy the French Emperor openly. France had a massive army with which to enforce its will, but to
control on a local level was another matter. The army was active on campaigns, and so could not be used to
police the coastlines effectively. What states said they would do and what they did, not necessarily matched.
At sea, the dominance of the Royal Navy meant the British repeatedly undermined the intent of the blockade.
Shortages and Price Rises Once the embargo was in place, shortages and price increases hit France and the
countries under her control. How much this was caused by the blockade is debatable. It did not help in
obtaining certain goods, but other factors were also at play. War, weather and the upheavals of
post-revolutionary society all played a part. At the very least, the blockade exacerbated existing problems.
Whether or not it caused the shortages, people believed it did. Destroying Maritime Industries Worst hit were
the coastal industries particularly those dealing with traded products, such as tobacco and sugar processing.
There were also the industries that supported trade, such as shipbuilding and rope-making. The British were
effectively blockading France making it harder for them to trade anywhere. They also stopped French shipping
from making the most of the opportunities that remained. The misery spread to major ports in occupied and
allied European cities such as Hamburg. A policy meant to challenge British domination of the seas instead
reinforced it. A French Policy for the French The deepest flaw in the blockade was that it contained a double
standard. All the nations of Napoleonic Europe were meant to uphold the embargo, but it protected French
interests above those of allies and satellite states. In the economic theories of the time, this made sense.
Mercantilism was all about protecting home interests to build a stronger economy. Politically it was trouble. It
stirred resentment against France across Europe. People who might previously have seen Napoleon as an
enlightened figure bringing them liberal reforms now saw him as an invader protecting his country at their
expense. It fuelled resentment and resistance against imperial France. Merchants Undermining the System
Inevitably, traders sought ways to undermine the system. In France and its occupied territories, they saw their
interests threatened. They turned to smugglers, intermediaries, and other methods to continue trading through
the blockade. It was weakened not just by the limits of government authority but by those who sought to work
around that authority. The deeply divided Spanish Court was on the verge of ending its alliance with France. It
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could not be relied upon to enforce the blockade. Portugal too was a major outlet for British goods. In October
, Napoleon invaded Spain and put his brother on the throne before moving on to invade Portugal. This
triggered the war that would be his undoing. The French would never find peace in Spain. Spanish irregulars
fought a bitter campaign of resistance against them, coining the term guerrilla. The British landed in Portugal,
freeing it in Together with the Portuguese and Spanish, they forced the French back across the Iberian
Peninsula before invading France itself. Like so much about the continental blockade, it was utterly
self-defeating. Geoffrey Ellis , The Napoleonic Empire. Alan Forrest , Napoleon.

Page 14

NAPOLEON AND THE INVASION OF BRITAIN pdf
8: Napoleonic Satires
Why Napoleon's Invasion of Russia Was the Beginning of the End. Emboldened by the defeat, Austria, Prussia and
Sweden re-joined Russia and Great Britain in the fight against Napoleon.

In late , Napoleon said to the French Directory that: Let us concentrate all our efforts on the navy and
annihilate England. That done, Europe is at our feet. However Napoleon decided against invading for the time
being and instead unsuccessfully attacked British interests in Egypt. In March the two countries signed the
Treaty of Amiens, which brought to an end nearly nine years of war. In Napoleon turned his attention to
invading England once more, saying: I want only for a favourable wind to plant the Imperial Eagle on the
Tower of London ". These 50, men would be raised by ballot within one year. However each recruit was liable
to serve in Great Britain only. These Reserve soldiers could volunteer as Regular soldiers and consequently
receive money. It was to be raised by ballot. The government in December , fearing war, held a Militia ballot.
The ballot was run by churchwardens and overseers of the poor in each parish. A list of men aged between
eighteen and forty-five, with many exceptions such as seamen and Thames watermen , was posted on the front
of the church door. However, if a man found himself on the list he could get out of serving by paying a fine or
getting another man to fill his place. They would operate in small bodies to harass, instill panic and wear out
the French army. They were never to get deeply engaged with French troops and to retire when pressed. Local
knowledge was to be used as much as possible and they were also expected to cut off French pillaging
detachments. I say, that in these times, it is better to run the hazard even of the people making a bad use of
their arms, than that they should be actually left in a state of entire ignorance of the use of them. For my own
part, I can safely aver, that I cannot see any real danger which is likely to accrue to the internal peace of the
Country, when I consider the present dispositions and feelings of the people. I am sure there is not an heart
that palpitates in a British bosom that will not rouse for the common cause, and cordially join for the defence
of the country. That there was a time, Sir, when it would have been dangerous to entrust arms with a great
portion of the people of this country, I have strong reasons to know, because it must be in the recollection of
every man that incendiaries were at work amongst them; and so successful in the promulgation of
revolutionary doctrines, as to have disposed them to exert any means, however desperate, which they thought
could be successful, in subverting the Government and Constitution. But that time is now past; and, I trust,
those who have been so grosly deluded have seen their error. At least I am convinced, that if any such there
still remain, the portion is so small, that if armed and dispersed in the same ranks with their loyal fellow
subjects, they would be converted by their example; and, like them, rejoice in the blessings of our happy
constitution; like them glory to live under its auspices, or die in its defence. This is the first measure which I
could However the government was unprepared for the numbers of volunteers, as within a few weeks , men
had volunteered. On 18 August Addington issued a circular discouraging new volunteers "in any county where
the effective members of those corps, including the yeomanry, shall exceed the amount of six times the
militia". When the government tried to issue them with pikes this was met with contempt and attacked by the
Opposition leader William Windham. In addition there were the regular forces and the militia, which meant
that nearly one-in-five able-bodied men were in uniform. The Royal Navy kept a constant blockade of French
harbours from Toulon to the Texel , just outside artillery range, waiting for a French ship to sail close enough
to be attacked. Upon hearing this Addington gave orders to prepare for an imminent invasion, but the French
never used this opportunity. Vincent is said to have told the House of Lords: In July the Duke of York argued
for the construction of field fortifications as soon as possible because "the Erection of such Works must be
immediate with a view to their probable utility", placing them at "Points where a Landing threatens the most
important interests of the Country". Martello towers Across the coast of Kent and Sussex the government
constructed a series of well-fortified towers, known as Martello towers , between and Twiss earmarked
eighty-eight appropriate sites between Seaford and Eastwear Bay. Twiss also headed the team that designed
the Martello towers. These became known as Grand Redoubts. Forty were built in Ireland.
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Dr Philip Dwyer, review of Napoleon and the British, review no. That Napoleon made an impact on British
society is hardly surprising considering the length of the wars. It was almost as though Napoleon was held up
as a kind of mirror and that, depending on who was looking into it, the image was seen as either a positive or a
negative reflection of the British political system. Put another way, Napoleon was such an ambiguous
character that political commentators in Britain, depending on whether they were radicals or loyalists, could
see in him either tyrant or liberal, either legitimate or illegitimate ruler, either sans-culotte or destroyer of the
Revolution. First, Napoleon complicated British thinking about its own national identity. In the opening
chapter of the book, the reader gets a detailed analysis of the types of epithets that were used to describe
Napoleon. That much is pretty straightforward. Indeed, they continued to question their own rulers even after
it was evident that Napoleon was defeated. One of the last chapters in the book pp. Loyalists as opposed to
radicals , on the other hand, were often able to use Napoleon to defend the British monarchy, but even they
seem to have been permeated by self-doubt and anxiety. As the author is all too aware, however, these
broadsides many examples of which are given were not of the people, but rather addressed to them. It is
difficult, therefore, to get a sense of what people thought of either the broadsides or Napoleon, although the
broadsides seem to express an underlying fear that Britain had somehow reached its peak and was now in
decline p. Just as the British had trouble defining Napoleon politically, not to mention his national identity, so
too did they have trouble understanding his religious significance, largely because he refused to fit into any
simple category. His behaviour in Italy in â€”7 led some to think so, but then how does one account for the
Concordat? Was he restoring Catholicism or destroying it? The onslaught of an atheist Republican
government against the Catholic Church, both within France and in other European countries, did not do
anything, for example, to appease the anti-Catholic Francophobia that dominated much of the English
pamphlet and broadside literature of the day. On the contrary, there had been a tendency to displace the
traditional popular association of the Antichrist with Rome onto Republican France p. It did not take much of
a leap, once this pattern had been established, to then project the image of the Antichrist onto Napoleon. It was
an image, moreover, that flourished in most parts of Europe, and certainly in Spain and in Russia after the
French invasion of those countries. It is a delightful example of the identification of Napoleon, or at least
Napoleonic France, with the Devil, and it was not an isolated one. If Napoleon was loathed by most loyalists
during the wars, all of this was to change after his fall from power. Increasingly, he came to be seen in a more
favourable light by just about everyone, it would seem, in British society. Exile to St Helena and the
conditions in which he was kept in captivity had a great deal to do with that. A similar phenomenon was
taking place in Restoration France, that is, Napoleon was undergoing a transformation in the public eye from
despot to liberal, largely in reaction to the unpopular Bourbon government. At the heart of this criticism seems
to have been a fear that the Prince Regent would want to imitate his continental counterparts and undermine
the constitution. No doubt in contemporary society Napoleon would fall under some sort of anti-terrorist
legislation. Critics were unsympathetic to the decision to detain Napoleon, but even most of those who
conceded its necessity objected to the conditions in which he was kept. What matters to Semmel, however, is
not the actual conditions under which Napoleon suffered, but rather the controversy that it created in England
at the time and the debate that raged between radicals and loyalists p. In exile, Napoleon took on renewed
interest as a focal point for political discontent, but this time around he began to be used in moral and even
aesthetic questions as well p. By the s and s, plays, poems and the literature praising Napoleon had become
much more commonplace. The nation that once reviled him now admired him. That is perhaps my only
criticism of this book. Otherwise, Semmel does not fall into the trap of simply accepting the print culture of
the day â€” mainly newspapers and political pamphlets but also caricatures, poems, plays, engravings,
paintings and letters â€” at face value. There is a thorough analysis of the texts and images selected, and there
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are many, many examples chosen to illustrate the points that he wants to convey. What is clear from this book
is that Napoleon was a subject of controversy in Britain, and had an influence on British political discourse, in
ways that we do not see repeated today in the face of the pervading fear in the English-speaking world â€”
terrorism and the threat of radical Islam. Does this mean that Britain in the eighteenth century was a more
healthy, vibrant, open and democratic society than it is today? If only we could hold up our enemy before us in
order to reflect on who we are and what our place is in history in the same way that Britons did two hundred
years ago. Forging the Nation, â€” New Haven and London, Fact, Fiction, and Political Discourse Geneva,
Back to 3 See Sudhir Hazareesingh,.
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