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1: Never Fall Down Quotes by Patricia McCormick
Never Fall Down is a fictional memoir based on true events and based on a real person, a boy who lived through the
horrific years of the Pol Pot Regime. It's disturbing, but well-written and undeniably important.

I met Arn through a neighbor in my apartment building in New York. I was a little wary at first because what I
knew about Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge led me expect to meet a person so traumatized that he might not
be able to tell his story in way others could understand. He had a fire to be heard and an irresistible insistence
that you listen. But genocide persists â€” and Never Fall Down shows how its architects and the tools they use
remain the same. How did you arrive at this decision? In the course of my research, I found Arn to be a
remarkably reliable and consistent storyteller. He could remember, often in horrendous detail, much of what
he witnessed. And when I checked his account vs archival material and other witness accounts, he was
surprisingly accurate in recounting events from more than 30 years ago. And so I chose to use his recollections
as the armature onto which I could craft a narrative. I wove his memories together with my own research or
my own imagination to write scenes that have the specificity of non-fiction and the narrative drive of fiction.
What kind of research did you do for the novel? Arn and I spent hours in my home doing long, emotionally
draining interviews. Then I traveled to Cambodia with him, retracing the steps of his childhood â€” from the
town square where he and his little brother hustled for change, to the Killing Fields temple where he was
forced to witness the torture and death of hundreds of people, and on to a remote corner of the country where
Khmer Rouge hold-outs live to this day. He was unsure of his memories but what was astonishing was how
well his stories meshed with theirs. The only thing that was different? They reenacted -with some hesitation at
first â€” the propaganda songs and dances they had to perform to stay alive. And we all visited the home of the
former Khmer Rouge soldier who was their warden and sometimes their protector. It was an honor that they
shared so much with me â€” and it was moving to see them process, and shrug off, some of the memories that
held them hostage all these years. What were some difficulties you encountered in writing from his
perspective? I tried to write this book a dozen different ways. Just the facts, with a journalistic remove. Then I
tried on a number of different styles. He speaks urgency, terror, confusion â€” and sometimes wonder and
wisdom. But I was afraid of using it for the book, afraid people would find it distracting or that it would fail to
capture all the intelligence and wit that Arn has. After a chance meeting with an English teacher who made me
realize that if I took the risk, readers would follow, I gave it a try. These moments are often bittersweet, since
they tend to indicate something we take for granted in our everyday lives. What effect did you hope to achieve
by including these moments? My hope was to show the pure wonder of encountering a strange new culture
â€” and to show that even after all Arn had been through, he still retained a sense of curiosity, trust and joy.
How did writing this novel compare to writing others? This was probably most difficult because I felt a keen
responsibility to Arn â€” who had become my friend â€” to tell his story with honesty. To convey his heroism,
his canny ways of surviving and my deep respect for him â€” but to also convey accurately the full picture of
his life, the things he had to do to survive and the guilt he carried. The other thing that made it hard was that
my other books are more purely fiction. Arn is a real man who laid bare his entire life story. This book would
form a record of his life. I had to get it right. How did you arrive at this hopefulness? That optimism is pure
Arn. He has an unquenchable belief in the power of forgiveness and in his ability to spread peace. He takes
true joy in life. And he as made good on those beliefs by starting an organization to save the traditional music
of Cambodia, to provide literacy and job training to orphans like himself and to go to areas of conflict to
spread peace. Most of all, he leads a life as an example of hope Never Fall Down.

Page 1

NEVER FALL DOWN pdf
2: Never Fall Down - free PDF, EPUB, FB2, FB3
The novel Never Fall Down is based on the true story of Arn Chorn-Pond, an eleven-year-old Cambodian boy who is
taken from his town and becomes a child soldier for the Khmer Rouge, a radical Communist regime that ruled Cambodia
from

Never Fall Down is a powerful and unforgettable story that reveals the unspeakable tragedies that occurred
while the Khmer Rouge were in power in Cambodia. It is a story that needed to be told and now needs to be
shared, so that people will never forget what happened and will continue to fight against the acts of injustice
that still take place around the world today. According to Patricia McCormick, "Nearly two million people
died - one quarter of the population. It is the worst genocide ever inflicted by a country on its own people.
Although he is not well-off and has his share of challenges, he is a happy and industrious year-old boy.
Everything changes, though, when the Khmer Rouge, a radical Communist regime, come into power. Most,
including Arn, his aunt and his siblings, begin the long walk to the countryside where the Khmer Rouge
imprison them in work camps. Even on this initial walk, the devastation begins. Prized possessions are left in
the road, food is scarce, the Khmer Rouge are ruthless and people begin to die. Arn says, "In just one day a
person can get use to seeing dead body. In this new world, Arn says, "Being rich now is no good. Being poor,
this can save your life. There is no money. Everyone is called, Comrade. A black uniform is worn by all. No
one can have their own possessions. Angka, the ruler of the Khmer Rouge, is their new family. Thinking too
much is a disease. It is the Year Zero. All day long, the prisoners work in the rice fields, and at night they sit
through indoctrination meetings. Arn witnesses countless atrocities. People are literally starving to death. A
girl sitting next to him dies at the table. Many are beaten to death, some with a small axe to the back of their
heads. Arn sees people getting their insides sliced out with a bayonet and even a young boy chewing a human
arm. The dead are tossed into growing dirt piles, some still partially alive. Arn is forced to push the dead into a
ditch, to cook a human liver, to go along with the sexual advances of a young Khmer Rouge girl, and to play
music to conceal the sound of all the killing. When the Vietnamese invade, Arn ends up fighting alongside the
Khmer Rouge, committing some of the same violent acts that had only recently horrified him. Later, when Arn
eventually makes his miraculous journey to the United States, he is faced with even more challenges as he
confronts American bullies and tries to figure out the peculiarities of American culture. How does Arn survive
all this madness? Is it because he seems to learn from each experience and adjust himself to each new
situation? He figures out how to avoid the wrath of the Khmer Rouge by being invisible. He learns not to see
and not to hear what is going on around him. He understands that "They fall down, they never get up. Over
and over I tell my self one thing: Bend low, bend low, then bend lower. The wind blow one way, you blow
that way. It blow the other way, you do, too. That is the way to survive. His survival may also be the result of
his ability to continue to find positives, to create new relationships and to care about others. He keeps that
strength hidden "You show nothing, maybe you live. He says, "This guy, Mek, he decide to live because of
what I say. Now, I know, it my job to keep him living. Why were they so cruel? Why or why not? Does it help
you get through difficult situations?
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3: NPR Choice page
Patricia McCormick, a two-time National Book Award finalist, is the author of several critically acclaimed books: SOLD,
Cut, Never Fall Down Cut, Never Fall Dow.

Searching for streaming and purchasing options Common Sense is a nonprofit organization. Your purchase
helps us remain independent and ad-free. Get it now on Searching for streaming and purchasing options A lot
or a little? The novel shows human beings at both their best and worst. In addition to giving young readers an
unforgettable history lesson, the author offers plenty of food for thought about difficult ethical problems.
Violence abounds, and the description of it becomes as casually routine as the day-to-day reality it was. Arn
personally witnesses shootings, stabbings, ax blows to the head, and innumerable dead bodies. He also
witnesses a starving 5-year-old gnawing on a dead body, until the child is taken off and killed. Arn is sexually
molested by an older Khmer Rouge girl no detail is given , but, as with other abuse, he distances himself from
the experience. He notes that girls and women are routinely raped but no rapes are described , and assumes
this will happen to his sisters. Sex All sexual content is violent in nature; see Violence section. Language
"S--t" is used frequently, specifically to refer to starvation-induced diarrhea in the camps. Consumerism
During one surreal moment, the starving refugee boys get a bottle of Coca-Cola. Separated from his family,
Arn personally witnesses shootings, stabbings, ax blows to the head, and innumerable dead bodies. He also
sees a starving 5-year-old gnawing on a dead body, until the child is taken off and killed. Arn is sexually
abused no detail is given , and girls are commonly raped not shown. Stay up to date on new reviews. Get full
reviews, ratings, and advice delivered weekly to your inbox.
4: Never Fall Down Book Review
Arn Chorn-Pond is forced to become a child soldier when the Khmer Rouge enters his Cambodian village. He manages
to escape and is taken to America, where he mus.

5: Never Fall Down by Samantha Burns on Prezi
Never Fall Down by Patricia McCormick that tells the story of Arn, a young Cambodian boy who finds himself caught
between two warring factions, changing his life forever. Arn is only eleven when the Khmer Rouge first came through his
village of Battambang in

6: patriciamccormick | Never Fall Down
Never Fall Down can teach us all about finding the courage to speak our truth and change the world. Archbishop
Desmond Tutu Arn Chorn Pond is a fast-talking dynamo with endless energy and zest for life.

7: Never Fall Down Summary & Study Guide
Never Fall Down is a difficult book to read but a necessary book to read. I think everyone needs to read this true story to
understand the magnitude of destruction of human life the Khmer Rouge forced upon the people of Cambodia.

8: Never Fall Down by Patricia McCormick
Never Fall Down is a powerful and unforgettable story that reveals the unspeakable tragedies that occurred while the
Khmer Rouge were in power in Cambodia. It is a story that needed to be told and now needs to be shared, so that
people will never forget what happened and will continue to fight against the acts of injustice that still take place.
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9: Never Fall Down (Audiobook) by Patricia McCormick | www.enganchecubano.com
When soldiers arrive in his hometown in Cambodia, Arn is just a kid, dancing to rock 'n' roll, hustling for spare change,
and selling ice cream with his brot.
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