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1: Mark - Bible Gateway
The Calling of Levi 31 Jesus answered, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call
the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." 33 Then they said to Him, "John's disciples and those of the Pharisees
frequently fast and pray, but Yours keep on eating and drinking.".

God in the Box? You may be tempted to react as you normally would, down to the nearest banal "christian"
cliche that has replaced reason, the veracity of doctrine, and irreplaceable role of truth in the mind of the
typical American Evangelical. You may be tempted to cast aside this as a another mere stone-throwing from
the glass house of that aforementioned "camp. And why is it that I plead? If you are His, then despite your
internal reactions and desires to remain unprovoked I plead with you to hear what I am about to say. What is
this trouble that I speak of? Well, its beyond me at this point to arrive at some pithy name for it, but I can pick
out some things in this recipe that are definitely affecting the taste There are those who believe that what the
Church needs more than anything now is to be relevant. Brothers and sisters, those are empty words. One of
these phrases that is tossed around is that some want to keep "God in the box. Is the charge sometimes
warranted, sure. If your desire is to have God out of a box, and that "box" is what the special revelation in
Scripture says to us about Him, upon what authority do you now assert that you can know anything about Him
at all? How does one go about testing every spirit when they have just denied the "key" to the test. One
philosophical conclusion is that you are relying entirely upon a experiential claim for truth. It is "real" and
"right" because it made you feel a certain way, which you have presupposed as being good. It made you feel
better about something; closer to something. Experience alone cannot be your guide to anywhere except to an
empty, shallow, and inarticulate kind of Western spiritualism which neither has the power to save, to set free,
or to ultimately fill you full of knowledge. We have other religions that testify to this. Of the passionate Jews,
Paul says: For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For Christ is
the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. People are saved by what they come to believe
according to what they know, not what they presume to establish themselves. What we call "knowledge" is not
always so. These days, we like to divide it up by saying "head knowledge vs. Paul is speaking of real
knowledge, that which can be known from what has been revealed in Christ and according to the Scriptures. I
submit to you, that there is an agenda at play here. You see it in the liberals who set out to erode the reliability
and inspiration of the Bible. You see it in the rhetoric of the Open Theists. You see it in the Emergent church
movement. You see it in a lot of people who love sentimentality and react violently against anything that
threatens that sense of entitlement that proclaims "I know better" based upon nothing more than what they
feel. This "unboxed God" that some are so intent on saying is best, is a god whom is denied his very own
voice for the sake of our pitiful opinions. It is a god you cannot really know anything about, or be certain of.
An unboxed God is a God whom has said nothing, preferring rather to let us decide on our own. And how do
we decide anything? By what we desire; by what we feel fulfills us or benefits us most? How often do you,
professing Christian, know what is best for you? Who are you, oh pot, to assert that kind of place in its own
making? Once again the death we bought into in the garden shows its head again: He is "mysterious" and "big,
but he is also empty and fickle. We have, in our serch for relevantcy, called things like doctrine and theology
unimportant if not villifying them altogether. If you sent me a picture or description of some kind, and I chose
rather to prefer you to appear as something other than who you are, would you ever reasonably say that I knew
you or was getting closer to you by my redefinition of who you are according to your own self description? I
prefer to think of you as a lover of classical, of tofu, of horror movies and ethnic non-fiction. Nice and
metropolitan - cultured and relevant - and not from some rural middle American town. Have I not redefined
you by meddling with your specifics? Am I now appealing to who you really are? Is any deep relationship
possible when I am set to redefine what you have presented to me as who you are? Would I know you if I saw
you? Could I describe you accurately to others, so that they would know you? The answers to those questions
are clear. And anyone that really knew you would protest your redefinition. They would protest, because it is
the only sensible thing to do. It is the right thing to do. Now imagine that knowing you was a matter of life
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now, and of life later after death. Who is the one wielding arrogance? The one who appeals to what we do
know about you or the one who, for his own desire, finds it appropriate to re-define who you are according to
his preferences? Who is the competent one? Or the one who shifts off the picture, preferring creative ways to
describe you for whatever agenda they might have? Some people may be adults, but we are all sinners. The
way that seems right to us ends in death. Having an image defines you, at least to some extent. It puts limits on
you. It lets people know who you are versus who you are not. To deny this is arrogance. Humility is when you
subject yourself, your ideas, and your person to something else that is greater than you. Rather than proclaim
your worth, your entitlement and your relevance, you trust and are are triumphed over by truth despite your
own inclinations and ideas. You are a champion for it, that Greater thing. Humility is when you value yourself
less and value God more. It;s not about what you feel, but what He says. It is not "knowing less" or "affirming
less. Those things are asinine postmodern fabrications. Read what you want, but seek your own way and
desires at your own peril. Perhaps it may benefit you, perhaps it will be your undoing. Are you beyond
deception? But if you do so while chastising, casting denials and slandering those whose concern is for Truth
and the Picture We Do Have, you are denying the very means God has given you to really know Him. Feeling
warm and close to a contrary and mysterious God you have refused to listen to when He has certainly spoken?
What rights do you have, what do you really know anyway apart from that which you have been told? But it
had better be about something real and not just what you think and feel. Maybe that puts me in the camp of
"intelligentsia" or "mean Calvinists" or "legalists" or whatever. But I am accountable for what I know, and so
are you. There are lives at stake, after all. Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who
walk according to the example you have in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you
even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and
they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. Posted by Robert at.
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2: Not the Righteous | First Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Mississippi
Our hope for Look at the Book is to help you learn to read the Bible for yourself. We invite you to engage the passage
first, and then to consider the featured study questions below before watching the lab. In this lab, John Piper shows us
that the righteous are not perfect. But they are those who.

The Suffering of the Righteous and the Success of Sinners Introduction My first occasion to preach from
Psalm 73 resulted from a tragedy within our church family. The telephone awakened me in the early hours of
the morning. The voice on the other end of the line was that of a friend, whose words were enough to shock
me out of my slumber. There was no apparent cause for her death at the time, nor has there been any medical
explanation to this day. He said something like this: Many Christians today seem to think that faith in God
comes with a guarantee of freedom from adversity. In fact, too many of our evangelistic appeals are tainted
with the false promise implied or stated that coming to faith in Christ will deliver men from their trials in life.
When young Christians come to the realization that this is not so, their faith is sometimes severely shaken. The
suffering of the saints and the prosperity of the wicked is an issue which is frequently addressed in the Word
of God. We find the Book of Job dealing explicitly with this matter. We come face-to-face with it again in
Psalm In each passage of Scripture the issue is considered from a slightly different perspective. The second is
a failure to understand righteousness, so far as it relates to the saint, the true child of God. In answer to the
problem of pain, this psalm forces us to take another look at our definition of good, lest we accuse God of
being the author of evil by allowing us to suffer. Let those who suffer look to this psalm for a word of
instruction. Psalm 73 divides nearly evenly into two parts. Surely God is good to Israel, To those who are pure
in heart! And is there knowledge with the Most High? In one sense, verse 1 is the conclusion of the matter.
Asaph believed that God existed, that He was good, and that He was sovereign. How can God be good to the
pure in heart if observation convinces us that sinners succeed and saints suffer? This is a serious spiritual issue
and one that has precipitated widely diverging explanations. The atheist answers by explaining that there is no
God. The cynic says that there is a God, but denies that He is good. The liberal believes that there is a God
who is loving, good, and kind. He explains suffering by denying the sovereignty of God. God is all-good, but
not all-powerful. A biblical faith does not require nor permit us to deny any of the attributes of God. We
maintain not only that God exists, but also that He is good and great, a rewarder of the righteous and a judge
of the wicked. How, then, do we explain the problem of the suffering of the saints and the success of sinners?
The psalmist takes us through the steps of his personal struggle in verses , from the low point of his doubts and
protest to the pinnacle of his renewed devotion and praise. The first concerns the apparent departure of God
from His covenant promise to bless the righteous and curse the wicked. The first problem which Asaph
describes in verses 2 and 3a is his personal spiritual turmoil. In poetic terms Asaph describes his frame of
mind and heart as precarious: The spiritual stability of the psalmist had been shaken. Everything the psalmist
saw, and over which he agonized, was colored by his own sinful attitude of envy. It is one thing for us to
observe sinners who are arrogantly flaunting their prosperity, and for us to be vexed by their wickedness. But
Asaph was consumed with greed, not grief. Asaph was not distressed so much by the sin of the successful as
he was by the success of the sinful. We can easily deceive ourselves by becoming distraught over the wrong
things. Besides this, we can be grieved by the right thing sin for the wrong reasons envy, rather than purity. It
is indeed difficult to see life clearly through our own tears of self-pity. Even though the wicked do seem to
prosper in this life, the description which follows in verses is a distorted one. It was not correct for Asaph to
conclude that all the wicked prospered or that all the prosperous were wicked. Not all the wicked are wealthy,
and not all the wealthy are wicked. People with sinful attitudes are hardly able to judge others objectively. As
our Lord put it, those with a plank in their own eyes have trouble seeing a speck of sawdust in the eye of
another Matt. Shalom implied wholeness and harmony, not only a mere absence of hostility. It was thus used
to describe harmonious relationships e. Often shalom was used of physical well-being, that is, of good health.
It is in this context that it became used both as a greeting and a farewell e. The priests, for example, were
instructed to pronounce this blessing on the people: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, And the
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government will be on his shoulders. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end Isa. But
he was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The punishment that brought us
peace was upon him, And by his wounds we are healed Isa. As seen from the theological perspective of the
Old Testament saint, we can understand why Asaph would have been perplexed by the prosperity of the
wicked. From his point of view the covenant blessings of God were being poured out on the wicked, while
divine chastening was the lot of the righteous. As he saw it, sinners were being blessed and saints cursed. It
was as though God had turned His covenant upside-down. No wonder Asaph was puzzled! The Success of
Sinners vv. Let us consider these three characteristics and how they caused Asaph to contemplate a course of
action vv. With regard to their physical well-being, the wicked are described as having sleek and healthy
bodies v. Depending on the correct reading of the text, we find that while the wicked are not exempted from
death, even their passing appears to be relatively free from struggle and pain. The affluence of the wicked
enables them to care for their bodies so that they are almost immune to the maladies common to mankind. In
general, the wealthy wicked seem to live above the trials of life, which are nevertheless the plight of the
righteous v. The psalmist was not an ascetic who believed material prosperity was evil and therefore to be
avoided. The Old Testament frequently promised prosperity to the pious cf. On the basis of these promises, the
psalmist expected that he should have been one of those described in verses 4 and 5, rather than the wicked.
Here is where the envy of Asaph is evident cf. His protest was therefore two-fold: In verses it is the
wickedness of the wealthy which troubles Asaph. If he had difficulty with the comfort and well-being of those
described in verses , he was even more distressed because the wealthy were also wicked. Perhaps they
reasoned that He was not able to do anything about it. The result was that pride and evil plans were promoted.
The pride of the wicked was openly displayed. The psalmist described it as a necklace which was worn in the
Ancient Near East as a sign of status cf. In the Old Testament, as in the New, wealth was not only a blessing,
but a stewardship. The wealthy had an obligation to the less fortunate. The wicked wealthy whom Asaph
observed had none of the compassion which was to be expected. Instead of using their success and status as a
means of helping others, the wicked used it as a tool for gaining even further riches, at the expense of the poor.
The psalmist looked at the callousness of the wealthy and saw that they were not content with what they had
but continually schemed to gain more and more v. Compassion was set aside and oppression was the rule of
the day v. The pride of the wicked was not merely reflected in their attitudes and actions toward men. The
wicked became so bold that they openly blasphemed God by elevating themselves to god-like levels v. As
Kirkpatrick put it, The wealthy were not only wicked, they were also popular and prominent. Verses 10 and 11
are difficult to interpret, consequently there is disagreement among Bible students as to exactly what is said.
While the specifics of the expressions used here may be uncertain, the overall activity is clear and, I think, a
matter of general agreement. Does the Most High have knowledge? He had concluded that the wicked were
prospering not only materially and physically, but also in numerical growth. With Elijah-like reasoning, Asaph
concluded that the righteous were being outnumbered. Until now, I had always thought of them as
pagansâ€”Gentiles. The wicked, I thought, were ungodly foreigners who surrounded the Israelites, who
persisted in their sinful ways, and who not only got away with it, they got ahead with it. I have now come to
the conclusion that this is not the case. Let me point out some of the reasons why this cannot be. The kings of
the earth take their stand And the rulers gather together Against the Lord and against his Anointed One Ps.
The blessings and the cursings of Deuteronomy 27 and 28 are primarily directed toward Israel, not others.
When would a pagan refer to only one God, as opposed to many gods? From the superscription to this psalm
we learn that Asaph is its author.
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3: Luke I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."
Not the righteous, not the righteous, not the righteous, sinners Jesus came to call." He calls Levis. He calls apparently
hopeless cases. If you see yourself sick.

Pulpit Commentary Verse It is most natural to understand this literally, and to gather from it that the psalmist,
whether David or another, composed this psalm in advanced life. It has certainly all the gravity, calmness,
seriousness, and tone of authority which befit a teacher of many years and much experience. Yet have I not
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. The social condition of the Israelites was very unlike
that of modern European communities. Though there were rich and poor among them, there could scarcely be
any that were very poor. Where there was a general obligation upon all well-disposed persons to lend to such
as were in need, and no interest could be asked upon loans, and in the year of jubilee all debts were remitted,
and mortgaged lands returned to their original owners or their families, actual begging was scarcely possible,
and at any rate could only be brought about by extreme and reckless misconduct. Many philanthropists believe
that even at the present time in our own country mendicancy is nearly always the consequence of persistence
in evil courses. Still more must this have been the case in Palestine in the time of the monarchy see Proverbs
Matthew Henry Commentary It is a great sin for those that are able, to deny the payment of just debts; it is a
great misery not to be able to pay them. He that is truly merciful, will be ever merciful. We must leave our
sins; learn to do well, and cleave to it. This is true religion. The blessing of God is the spring, sweetness, and
security of all earthly enjoyments. And if we are sure of this, we are sure not to want any thing good for us in
this world. By his grace and Holy Spirit, he directs the thoughts, affections, and designs of good men. By his
providence he overrules events, so as to make their way plain. He does not always show them his way for a
distance, but leads them step by step, as children are led. God will keep them from being ruined by their falls,
either into sin or into trouble, though such as fall into sin will be sorely hurt. Few, if any, have known the
consistent believer, or his children, reduced to abject, friendless want. God forsakes not his saints in affliction;
and in heaven only the righteous shall dwell for ever; that will be their everlasting habitation.
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4: Not the Righteous But Sinners | Faith Presbyterian Church
Not the Righteous is a collection of short stories about people who needed to be made whole. They are true stories
sensitively written by a man who himself has been made whole. Jack Odell, the dynamic and well-loved announcer on "
Unshackled," himself narrated each story when it was broadcast.

The change in the ending in the 16th century was due to association with words such as bounteous. This rock
inscription contained Sanskrit, Aramaic and Greek text. According to Paul Hacker,[34] on the rock appears a
Greek rendering for the Sanskrit word dharma: The English word "religion" was never used in the sense of
true godliness. It always meant the outward forms of worship. This specific meaning occurs only in Act 3: Yi
Confucianism Yi , Chinese: It involves a moral disposition to do good, and also the intuition and sensibility to
do so competently. Yi represents moral acumen which goes beyond simple rule following, and involves a
balanced understanding of a situation, and the "creative insights" necessary to apply virtues "with no loss of
sight of the total good. Yi represents this ideal of totality as well as a decision-generating ability to apply a
virtue properly and appropriately in a situation. Dharmic traditions[ edit ] Dharma is a key concept with
multiple meanings. There might not be a single-word translation for dharma in Western languages. It means
moral, right, just, balanced, or natural etc. Dharma encompasses ideas such as duty, rights, character, vocation,
religion, customs and all behaviour considered appropriate, correct or morally upright. It is explained as law of
righteousness and equated to satya truth, Sanskrit: In the Sanskrit epics, this concern is omnipresent. The
Sanskrit epics contain themes and examples where right prevails over wrong, the good over evil. According to
Paul Hacker, on the rock appears a Greek rendering for the Sanskrit word dharma: For Sikhs, the word Dharm
means the path of righteousness and proper religious practice. The major Jain text, Tattvartha Sutra mentions
Das-dharma with the meaning of "ten righteous virtues".
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5: Psalm The Suffering of the Righteous and the Success of Sinners | www.enganchecubano.com
He laments not only that the "reforms" since the s have produced a rash of tacky imitation pop music, but that the older
Protestant hymns themselves have been revised. These hymns haven't been changed by Catholics because of their
Protestant theology, but because of a force that appears greater than either tradition: modernity.

Several others among the 12 had two names, you remember; Peter was also called Cephas. The tax office at
Capernaum would be concerned with the collection of tolls on goods that were entering that district either
from across the lake or across the Jordan. Those territories were outside the dominion ruled by Herod Antipas
and so were another country. Matthew was probably, therefore, more like what we would call a customs agent
nowadays, not an IRS agent. Tax collectors were viewed, therefore, as greedy and parasitic. Jews despised
such men all the more because of the ritual uncleanness that they could not help but contract, given their
association will all kinds of people, and because the work itself was regarded as inherently unpatriotic as the
taxes they raised supported a government imposed upon them by outsiders. Fishermen, such as Peter and John,
could simply go back to their fishing; but a tax collector who left his job would be leaving it for good. It is
wonderfully modest. Even in introducing his name in v. Such gatherings would involve close fellowship with
people who did not keep the scribal rules of purity. Tax collectors were inevitably mixing with Gentiles and
that, taken together with the social ostracism they faced from the religious parties made them careless about
the niceties of ceremonial uncleanness. In any case, such a banquet would certainly involve the breaking of the
very elaborate scribal regulations concerning food. Obviously the Pharisees thought that Jesus was clearly in
the wrong for doing what he did. They would never have attended such a dinner. Their question was a thinly
veiled accusation. Surely a faithful religious teacher would not associate with such people in such a setting.
God desires mercy and here are folk who need mercy; but the Pharisees were indifferent to them, even
censorious. In their view it is the righteous who should be called, only the righteous, and they thought
themselves righteous. Here the Lord says what no Pharisee ever said or thought to say: They did not imagine
that sin was so difficult to remove that it would require the incarnation of God the Son and his death on the
cross. They did not see their sin as so desperate that they could not manage it. They thought that forgiveness
was achieved in the relatively pedestrian way of religious performance and good works, all of which lay easily
within the reach of anyone who was really interested. That same self-righteousness, that same self-confidence
is on display in another way in the paragraph before us this morning. Here it is displayed not by their
disclosing their views on forgiveness per se but in their attitudes toward other people, their dismissive
contempt of others as being much less righteous than themselves. They had a profoundly superficial view of
sin as most people do! For example, Jesus welcomed and paid personal attention to the sexually immoral.
Though it does not say explicitly that her sin was sexual in nature, it is the almost universally accepted
impression of the narrative. Interestingly, in Matthew The Pharisees thought it a crime that a religious teacher,
a rabbi, should so freely associate with such people and even break bread with them. The issue of Pharisaic
self-righteousness crops up over and over again in the Gospels and in the teaching of Jesus Christ. The
prominence of this theme, the reason Jesus addressed it as often and as directly as he did, is because of its
immense importance. There is something crucial in this mistake, something deadly. That is the point he makes
in that last summary statement in v. They are beyond help. That may not seem to you to be his meaning, but it
is. It is of vast importance that we understand him here. It is perfectly clear in the Gospels as a whole, where
we find this language in a number of places and in a number of forms, that is not his meaning. The Lord is
speaking ironically, as he often did. He was not saying that the Pharisees were righteous; he was saying that
they thought that they were righteous. And because they thought themselves righteous they were deaf to his
call to believe in him. He was saying that because the Pharisees believed themselves healthy they had no
interest in the doctor. They thought themselves righteous and, indeed, they were righteous, but only in that
superficial way that inoculates a man or woman against the real thing. The 99 are not those who are saved but
those who think themselves saved when they are not! They are those who think themselves so righteous they
do not need Christ or his righteousness to be right with God. That is everywhere his diagnosis of the spiritual
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problem of the church of his day. It is their self-satisfaction, their self-confidence that renders them deaf to the
gospel. They who have no sense of being sick are not likely to call for a doctor. Those who think themselves
righteous before God are not likely to move heaven and earth to find the way of salvation. But the outcast, the
undesirable is less likely to think so well of himself. He is more likely to understand his need to be righteous
before God and less likely to think that his life is acceptable to God. Jesus said that rich people are less likely
to enter heaven because in their worldly comfort and prosperity they are less likely to see and feel their
spiritual need. Wealth and comfort anesthetize them to their spiritual poverty. Well, in the same way, people
who are rich in religion â€” they are scrupulous about their religious obligations and are accepted by others as
devout people â€” are in the same danger. They can easily become self-satisfied. They can be utterly unaware
of their spiritual poverty. Meeting the standards set for religious life by men, they can remain utterly unaware
of what they look like to God. Now, being an outcast, being numbered among the undesirables does not mean
that one will necessarily be a true judge of his spiritual condition or susceptible to understand how much he
needs a savior. You remember on one occasion that of the ten lepers who had cried out to Jesus and whom
Jesus healed only one of them came back to thank him and to acknowledge him. But it remains true that
people who are outcasts are less likely to be self-satisfied and self-satisfaction is the mortal enemy of faith in
Christ. True faith is born in the conviction that one is in desperate need of salvation but the Pharisees had no
such conviction. And, says Jesus, nothing is a surer indicator of self-satisfaction, of self-righteousness than
that penchant to indulge a feeling of superiority to other people. Lewis once described this condition: Now it is
far too easy for us to think that we are beyond the Pharisees mistake. But the fact is, self-righteousness is so
natural, so subtle, so easy for us to indulge, that we inevitably will indulge it unless a very powerful principle
is brought in to check it. And that principle is the conviction of sin. That is what the Pharisees lacked. That
was the index of their fatal peril. Church members so blind that they thought Jesus Christ, the Son of God, a
false teacher and a sinful man. That is how fundamental conviction of sin is. Without it a man cannot see the
noonday sun! Last week we heard Peter Kreeft say that 9 out of every 10 Roman Catholic students he has
interviewed through the years are utterly indifferent to the salvation that Jesus Christ offers through faith in
him for the very same reason that the Pharisees were: But, if we were to conduct the same survey in the
Presbyterian church, or the Methodist, or Episcopalian, or Baptist, or the Lutheran, would the results be much
different? To be sure, there are churches far more faithful to the gospel than others. But every thoughtful
observer of Christendom is well aware how many who call themselves Christians are not animated by any
conviction that their sins have utterly estranged them from God and only Christ can bring them back to him. I
have told some of you before of William Haslam, the 19th century Anglican minister and gospel preacher who
was famous in that time as the parson converted by his own sermon. He had been a minister for some years
when on October 19, he was in his own pulpit explaining to a full church a congregation that included some
saved people who knew very well that their minister was an unsaved man that the Pharisees had been
condemned because they had failed to believe that Christ had come to save them from their sins. As he
preached he realized for the first time that he did not really believe it either. As he continued with his sermon
he saw the truth more and more clearly: It was that recognition, that realization that made him a Christian. He
had thought like a Pharisee for years as a Christian minister and had never realized that this was what he was
doing. And there are millions upon millions today in the church and millions upon millions more outside the
church who think the same way and have not the slightest idea of how fatal a mistake that is. It is a spiritual
realization, not an intellectual one. Even very clever people who know the Bible well â€” professors of biblical
studies in prestigious universities â€” can be utterly unaware â€” even as they study the Pharisees in the
Gospels â€” that they are Pharisees themselves And what do they need to know that they do not? That they are
sinners. That their sin goes down to the bottom of what they are and who they are. That they drink iniquity
like water and breathe it like air. They know the difference between right and wrong and do the wrong
anyway. And how they do the wrong! Consider our thoughts, the things we think that no one else knows. It
terrifies us to think that others might see into our hearts and know what we think. Rutherford was a godly man
but he was honest enough to say that if anyone in Scotland could see his inner-side, not a person in the
kingdom would care about him any longer. But, of course, God sees our inner-side all the time; he reads our
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thoughts, all of them. He judges our inner life as our true selves; what we are inside is who we really are. He
knows the envy, the impurity, the self-absorption, the pettiness, the dishonesty. And that is all hidden. There is
enough that is not hidden to damn us a thousand times over. What of our words. I still remember with shame
so many words that I spoke that I never should have spoken and, what is worse, so many words that I should
have spoken and never did. I have this great power to bless and help with words of love, sympathy,
understanding, and truth, and have so often and so inexcusably failed to use that power.
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6: None Righteous Not Even One Righteous None Are Righteous
for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. ~Psalms teach a righteous man, and
he will increase in learning. ~Proverbs

The Righteousness of God Introduction The righteousness of God, one of the most prominent attributes of
God in the Scriptures, is also one of the most elusive. Initially, distinguishing the righteousness of God from
His holiness or His goodness seems difficult. In addition, the righteousness of God is virtually synonymous
with His justice: The word just and the word righteous are identical in both the Old Testament and the New
Testament. But whichever word they use, it means essentially the same thing. They are always right and fair.
If He is infinitely pure, then He must be opposed to all sin, and that opposition to sin must be demonstrated in
His treatment of His creatures. When we read that God is righteous or just, we are being assured that His
actions toward us are in perfect agreement with His holy nature. Righteousness, in relation to men, is their
conformity to a standard. Unlike men, God is not subject to anything outside of Himself. No one states this
better than A. This is an error of thinking as well as of speaking, for it postulates a principle of justice outside
of God which compels Him to act in a certain way. Of course there is no such principle. If there were it would
be superior to God, for only a superior power can compel obedience. The truth is that there is not and can
never be anything outside of the nature of God which can move Him in the least degree. Nothing has entered
the being of God from eternity, nothing has been removed, and nothing has been changed. Justice, when used
of God, is a name we give to the way God is, nothing more; and when God acts justly He is not doing so to
conform to an independent criterion, but simply acting like Himself in a given situation. God is His own
self-existent principle of moral equity, and when He sentences evil men or rewards the righteous, He simply
acts like Himself from within, uninfluenced by anything that is not Himself. God always acts righteously; His
every action is consistent with His character. God is not measured by the standard of righteousness; God sets
the standard of righteousness. Abraham and the Righteousness of God Genesis Far be it from Thee! Shall not
the Judge of all the earth deal justly? The righteousness of God is introduced very early in the Bible in the
opening chapters of the Book of Genesis. I wonder from whom this outcry came. In the judicial terminology
of our day, God was unwilling to act solely on the basis of hearsay. Now of course we know God is
omniscient. He knew they were wicked. But, from our point of view, God wants us to know He acts justly. He
acts on the basis of information of which He has personal knowledge. Thus, when God judges these cities, He
does so justly for they were truly wicked. God knew what He was going to do. What He purposed to do was
righteous and just. But God wanted Abraham to be a part of what He was doing. If God was to act justly, He
was simply acting consistently with His character. But involving Abraham was also consistent with His
covenant with him and the goal of this covenant. Righteousness is the divine goal for Abraham and his
offspring. When God informed Abraham He was about to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah,
Abraham began to intercede for them. His concern was for the righteous in those cities. How could God
possibly destroy these cities if there were righteous men and women living in them? If God destroyed both the
wicked and the righteous without distinguishing them, then God would not be acting righteously or justly.
Abraham proceeds to intercede with God on behalf of the righteous. Beginning with 50 righteous, Abraham
petitioned God not to destroy these cities if 50 righteous could be found. Eventually, Abraham was able so it
seemed to lower the required number of the righteous to as few as ten verse But there simply were not ten
righteous in these cities. But God, in His justice, would not deal with the wicked in a way that punished the
righteous as well. He did not spare the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, but He did spare Lot and his family by
rescuing them from the city of Sodom before the angels destroyed them. God deals with men on the basis of
what He has revealed to them. He often tells men what He will do well in advance of the event so they will
know God is God and that He has accomplished what He promised: Indeed, let them consult together. Who
has announced this from of old? Who has long since declared it? What God has not revealed does not need to
be known see Deuteronomy Often this instruction came through the levitical priests Leviticus He will judge
the world in righteousness, And the peoples in His faithfulness Psalm God likewise shows Himself to be
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righteous when He judges the nation Israel for their sin and disobedience: And the people who came with him
from Egypt were without number: God is righteous in saving sinners. He is righteous in saving sinners, as well
as merciful and compassionate. God is righteous in all His dealings with men, indeed in all His dealings. The
righteousness of God and the justice of God are not secondary matters; they are primary. The righteousness or
justice of God is to be the guiding principle for the people of God. Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings,
With yearling calves? Shall I present my first-born for my rebellious acts, The fruit of my body for the sin of
my soul? When summarizing the very essence of what the Old Testament Law was about, Amos and Micah
both spoke first of justice and righteousness. God is not interested in a legalistic keeping of the Law, as though
one might make himself righteous by so doing. God is interested in men seeking to know the heart of God and
pleasing Him by doing that in which He delights and that which He does. The Righteousness of God in the
New Testament If righteousness and justice are the heart of the Old Testament Law, they are also at the heart
of the dispute between Jesus and the scribes and Pharisees. The scribes and Pharisees thought of themselves as
setting the standard for righteousness. They felt that they, of all men, were righteous. It was clear that if the
scribes and Pharisees could not produce enough righteousness on their own, no one could. The standard of
righteousness the Law held forth was even higher than that of the scribes and Pharisees. No one was righteous
enough to get into heaven. What a shock to the self-righteous who thought they had box office seats in the
kingdom. Jesus taught that true righteousness is not that which men regard as righteous based upon external
appearances, but that so judged by God based upon His assessment of the heart: The Scribes and Pharisees,
who thought themselves so righteous because of their rigorous attention to external matters, proved to be just
the opposite when judged by our Lord: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus warned against externalism and
ceremonialism. According to Jesus, true righteousness is vastly different from the righteousness of the scribes
and Pharisees. False righteousness is measured by men on the basis of externalism. True righteousness is
judged such by God, in accordance with His Word. Because of this, men need to beware of attempting to
judge the righteousness of others see Matthew 7: Those whose deeds seemed to indicate they were righteous
were those whom God denied ever having known as His children Matthew 7: Those who appeared to be
righteous were not, and those who appeared unrighteous by the Judaism of that day may well have been
righteous. It is no wonder then that Jesus was not regarded as righteous by many of the Jews but was
considered a sinner: The great division which arose among the Jews was over the issue of whether Jesus was a
righteous man or a sinner see John The apostles likewise bear witness to the righteousness of Christ: The
righteousness of God is particularly important in relation to salvation. In Romans 3, Paul points out God not
only justifies sinners that is, He declares them righteous , but He is also shown to be just righteous in the
process: This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the
sins previously committed; 26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, that He
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. By what kind of law? No, but by a law of
faith. Men have failed to live up to the standard of righteousness laid down by the Law Romans 3: God is just
in condemning all men to death, for all men without exception have sinned and come short of the glory of God
Romans 3: God is just in condemning the unrighteous. But God is also just in saving sinners. How can this be?
God is just because His righteous anger has been satisfied. Justice was done on the cross of Calvary. God did
not reduce the charges against men; He did not change the standard of righteousness.

Page 11

NOT THE RIGHTEOUS. pdf
7: Righteous, Righteousness
Tale of the Righteous is a novice quest announced on 21 March and polled in Old School Content Poll#58, which it
passed. It follows the Client of Kourend in The Return of Xeric quest series.

The none righteous not even one phrase has been horrible misused and the image of a Christian has been
distorted thereby. This teaching came as the result of obeying the command to contend for the faith against
those who change grace into a license for immorality Jude 3,4 , such as the woman who told me there are none
righteous. While I was talking about the defiling, corrupting and deadly effects of sin for the righteous and
mentioning that Paul told Timothy to keep himself pure 1 Tim. As it is written: There is no one righteous, not
even one Because this verse is so universally known among those who profess salvation and claim to believe
the Bible, it is important to examine this carefully. Another Scripture sometimes used for the same cause is
Eccl. George Whitefield in to the Rev. And since the Scriptures declare that there is not a just man upon earth
no, not among those of the highest attainments in grace that doeth good and sinneth not Eccl. Actual Named
People Who Were Righteous To ascertain the meaning of any Scripture we must check all related verses and
draw our conclusions from all of these together. When this is done, it becomes apparent that there are
numerous examples of actual named people who were righteous. Please note the following Scriptures: This is
the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with
God. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. If we had no other
Scriptures except any one of these we should know something is terribly wrong with the eternal security idea
that there are none that are righteous and that we are all sinners, even Christians. Since we have a whole article
devoted to the false concept that we are all sinners, even Christians , it will not be dealt with here. Besides the
above, there is also another important Scripture: You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and
blameless we were among you who believed. They too are specific examples of righteous people by name.
The Unnamed Righteous Besides the actual people that are labeled righteous, there are scores of other
Scriptures which refer to the unnamed righteous. Please ponder just some of these many Scriptures. The
following list is only from the New Testament: He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. He who has ears, let him hear. The angels will come and separate
the wicked from the righteous Mat You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous.
I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men
made perfect Heb The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. He who does what is right is
righteous, just as he is righteous. If that was true, then every person, with no exception, will not inherit the
kingdom of God: Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? The Meaning of
Romans 3: This pertains to both Jew and Gentile alike as Paul was stressing in that chapter. Please note some
other details about those that are not righteous from the context: What shall we conclude then? Are we any
better? We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. There is no one
righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they
have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one. Their throats are open graves;
their tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is on their lips. Their mouths are full of cursing and
bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do
not know. There is no fear of God before their eyes. The fool says in his heart, "There is no God. The LORD
looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, any who seek God. All
have turned aside, they have together become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one. There is
no fear of God before his eyes. For in his own eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin. The
words of his mouth are wicked and deceitful; he has ceased to be wise and to do good. The Righteous One
becomes righteous at the point of a trusting-submitting faith in Jesus, which includes repentance. Basic
characteristics of the righteous include the following: It is also clear from multiple Scriptures that the
righteous will live because of his faith: See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright - but the righteous will
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live by his faith Hab 2: And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him. Sometimes that group is
referred to as wicked, unrighteous, ungodly, unholy, sinners, evil, unsaved or the like. In other words, if one is
not righteous he is on the road to hell at this very moment and is in a desperate need to repent. We must never
forget that only the righteous will go to eternal life: Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the
righteous to eternal life. Hence, the faith in Jesus that is needed to be considered righteous is a trusting and
submitting faith - one that obeys. If you are a real Christian now, you are righteous, but sin can change that
righteous standing and bring you to your spiritual death, just like it did for both Adam and Eve. Because of
this truth, Paul told Timothy who was righteous to keep himself pure 1 Tim. This is under the umbrella of the
grace that Paul preached and by which we are saved. We read this multiple times in Ezekiel: Again, when a
righteous man turns from his righteousness and does evil, and I put a stumbling block before him, he will die.
Since you did not warn him, he will die for his sin. The righteous things he did will not be remembered, and I
will hold you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the righteous man not to sin and he does not sin,
he will surely live because he took warning, and you will have saved yourself. None of the righteous things he
has done will be remembered. Because of the unfaithfulness he is guilty of and because of the sins he has
committed, he will die. Remember, the erroneous belief that there are none righteous cannot be backed with
Scripture.
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That is the point he makes in that last summary statement in v. "For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." It
is another way of saying, a more direct way of saying what the Lord said earlier in v.

Ask him if he needs any help, and he will tell you that his ancestor, Magnus Rimor, lead an expedition to
Mount Quidamortem in the Kebos region over a thousand years ago, and never returned, with the records
declaring he perished along with the party. A player talks to Phileas in his home. However, a few days ago, he
received a parcel from an unknown individual containing an old journal written by King Shayzien VII, with a
note on the parcel claiming the journal was stolen from the Tower of Magic during the uprising against Xeric
in the 47th decade. The experimentation is proving successful and we will soon be ready to mass produce. He
will ask you to try and learn more about the expedition by visiting the Library Historical Archive. Perhaps the
archives are incomplete Items required: A melee weapon, a ranged weapon with ammunition, and runes to cast
any magic combat spell. Speak to Pagida , and he will tell you that King Shayzien VII spent more time in the
Tower of Magic than any other king, and oversaw construction of various new sections, including a prison,
which was built around the same time as the expedition, but has been abandoned for many years. You will ask
if you can access the prison, and he will agree to do so. The prison contains a strange device in the centre that
can be pushed towards the north, east, south and west. The objective is to have all the crystals cleansed in
order to open the north prison door: Push the device as far west as you can, then stand on the north side of the
device and attack the device using magic. Then, standing on the south side of the device, attack it using melee.
Push the device all the way east, and attack the device using ranged from its south side. You must bring all 3
attack styles with you at the same time. If you have to leave this area only partially completing it, you will
have to redo this segment again. Once all the crystals have been cleansed, the prison doors to the north will
open. Investigate the skeleton inside, and you will discover some writing on the floor stating "Lizards on the
mountain. Do not trust the King. The altar is a lie. A pickaxe and rope. Equipment and food to defeat a level
46 enemy. Return to Phileas , and tell him of your discovery. Speak to Lord Shayzien upstairs in the war tent,
and ask if you can go on an expedition to Mount Quidamortem. He will agree on the condition that any
discoveries made are to be brought to him first, as King Shayzien VII was his ancestor and he wants to be
made aware of any discoveries that may present him in a bad light. Head to the top of Mount Quidamortem.
You may wish to bring food and some type of antipoison as you will run past various aggressive, poisonous
lizardmen on the trip to the mountain. You will tell him of the floor writing you found in the prison, leading
him to believe that the lizardmen were not of unnatural origin and have existed before Xeric did. He will tell
you that a crevice to the west of the mountain was recently uncovered, and that it may lead to what you are
searching for. Make your way to the west of the mountain, and use your rope on the crevice. Enter the crevice
to find yourself in a red cave. Mine the first boulder with a pickaxe, and push the second boulder. Fighting the
corrupt lizardman. A player inspects the unstable altar, and hears a mysterious voice. Upon walking close to
the magic gate, a Corrupt Lizardman will appear and attack you. The corrupt lizardman will deal poison like
the other lizardmen, so an antipoison will be useful. Defeat it, and inspect the unstable altar past the gate. You
will hear a Mysterious Voice exclaiming "Rickard! Return to Duffy and tell him of your discoveries in the
cave. The museum expedition will then travel into the cave; follow them. Once inside the cave, speak to
Duffy. He will add that some believe the two are one and the same. He will then tell you to speak to Gnosi.
The temple housing an unstable altar. Speak to Gnosi who is nearby. She will tell you the reason Xeric ruled
Great Kourend unopposed was because of the power of the Dark Altar , and that he came to Mount
Quidamortem to construct the Chambers of Xeric after his exile. Gnosi believes the reason Xeric survived in
Quidamortem is the unstable altar nearby, which appears to give off the same power as the Dark Altar. As it is
still giving out power, Gnosi wonders if Xeric had used it to extend his lifespan. She will then tell you to
report these findings to the Library , but you tell her that Lord Shayzien asked you to report to him first should
any discoveries be made. He will ask for proof, and asks you to visit Phileas for the journal. Return to Phileas,
only to find that his tent has been trashed and he himself has gone missing. Without the parcel, no concrete
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evidence can be linked to King Shayzien VII and your discoveries, but he will contact the research team and
ensure their discoveries are documented.
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The Righteous Brothers were originally an American musical duo of Bill Medley and Bobby Hatfield. They began
performing together in in the Los Angeles area as part of a five-member group called the Paramours, [1] but adopted the
name "The Righteous Brothers" when they embarked on their recording career as a duo.

The Lord Jesus pronounced a word of forgiveness over the paralyzed man and the Pharisees were deeply
offended. They considered Him to be blaspheming because in their logic only God can forgive sins. Their
logic broke down, of course, because in their spiritual blindness they could not perceive that Jesus, the Man,
was also the living God against whom we have sinned and to whom belongs the prerogative of forgiveness.
And so they were deeply offended. So do go ahead please and take a copy of the Scriptures in your hands, turn
to page in Mark chapter 2, verses 13 through I preached in a church some years back â€” it was not a large
church but it was a somewhat affluent church; they were very proud of their pedigree, their background. Many
of the members came from the upper tier of the community and, but like many churches, there were people
who were more needy on the fringes of things and they had become a part of the congregation too and the
congregation generally cared for them. And so the controversy advances. He invites Levi to come and follow
Him. So the call, verses 13 and 14, and then the called, those who do respond and follow Jesus, in verses 15
through Mark chapter 2 at the thirteenth verse. This is the Word of Almighty God: The call of the Lord Jesus.
Verse 13 says that Christ was once again on the shore of the Sea of Galilee preaching. Levi, like Simon and
Andrew, James and John, is being called by Jesus both to a life of discipleship and into the apostolic band that
Christ had gathered around Him. Levi is a tax collector, which is, as you may know, immediately places him
in a despised class in Jewish society. And so if you were a tax collector in those days you could make a
significant living; you could become a wealthy man lining your pockets from those you are gouging in your
greed. Certainly in the case of Levi, if verse 15 is of any indication, Levi has done rather well for himself,
albeit on the backs of his countrymen and at the expense of others. He lives in a house large enough to have a
significant gathering, to have a great banquet. There is apparently some sort of courtyard where the Pharisees
could look on in judgment from outside. So people like Levi were deeply resented by the common people. In
fact, they were considered unscrupulous even by the Romans for whom they worked. If the friends Levi
gathers at his home to meet with Jesus later in this story in verse 15 is an indication, the only people who were
willing to give him the time of day were other tax collectors and people at the fringes of polite society.
Following Jesus or staying here at the tax booth? The explanation is that it is the call and only the call of the
sovereign Lord Jesus Christ that changes the heart. But take comfort, find hope in the fact that He does call
Levi, after all. He calls a Levi. He takes a Saul of Tarsus, a hate-filled persecutor of the Church, and makes of
him Paul the great missionary-apostle to the Gentiles. He takes a Simon, impetuous, quick to speak, slow to
understand, a "ready-fire-aim" kind of guy, and makes him Peter, "and upon this rock, He builds His Church.
Levi Becomes Matthew He takes a Levi, despised, running a protection racket at the behest of the imperial
Roman oppressor, making a few fast bucks on the backs of his countrymen, and He makes Him Matthew,
remember. Levi had been taking, taking, taking, taking, but now as the extravagant grace of Jesus Christ
erupts into his heart, he is a changed man, you see, and he devotes himself, as he follows Jesus, to the service
of others. He who once stole from them now becomes himself the gift of God to them because of the call of
Jesus Christ. He calls Levis, you see. There is nobody beyond the reach of His grace. Jesus is for you. He
wants you, so stop ruling yourself out and come follow Jesus. There are no lost causes, no hopeless cases.
They may seem to you such unlikely cases, improbable converts. Perhaps I ought to just give up praying and
move on to, you know, an easier target. The call of Jesus Christ loves to rescue apparently hopeless cases. And
who knows, you may yet be the instrument the Savior uses to call a Levi to come and follow Christ. The
Called Then look with me at verses 15 through 17 for a moment. Who is it that Jesus invites to follow Him?
Who answers His summons? He invites all his friends to come and meet Jesus, this Man who has changed him
forever. He invites the only people who will associate with him, and so his house is full of tax collectors and
sinners. The Presence of the Pharisees There is, however, another group present. They have gatecrashed the
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party; almost certainly they were not invited, and even had they been invited they likely would have refused.
Perhaps they have been able to gain access to the outer courtyard and can see what is happening inside. In
ancient Jewish custom, you know, who you ate with was full of significance. It was a way to express or to
establish a profound social bond, communion, union, intimacy. And so these Pharisees and scribes never
would have eaten with tax collectors and sinners. And notice their question. What is He thinking? In their
view, this is not at all what is to be expected of a rabbi, of a man of God. Verse 17, "Those who are well have
no need of a physician but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners. Among what sort
of people ought you to expect to find a physician hard at work? So here I am with tax collectors and sinners
while you folks, so sure of your righteousness, remain outside. We had to be there fifteen minutes early and
line up quietly outside, in the corridor, waiting for the doors to open and then we could go to our seats and turn
the paper over and get started on the examination. I remember how awful those fifteen minutes were waiting
outside the door. There was always some super-smart kid exuding an air of confidence, you know, that did not
help me at all swatting, reading over my notes in the last seconds before the doors opened! It was a terrible,
terrible moment waiting those fifteen minutes; they seemed to drag on forever. The Pharisees think life is like
waiting in that school corridor for a math exam. They are looking to be more righteous than everyone else. But
Levi and his friends, they have come to realize they are desperately sick. What are you waiting for? A cosmic
math exam, tallying up your own righteousness, hoping to pass the test? Or are you looking for a Physician
because you know you are sick beyond your ability to remedy? We are Levi and his friends â€” tax collectors
and sinners celebrating our deliverance together with Jesus in the midst of the great feast. It is a place for your
kind of people, a place for sinners who have come to the Savior; not for the healthy but for the sick who have
come to the doctor for cure. Not the righteous, not the righteous, not the righteous, sinners Jesus came to call.
He calls apparently hopeless cases. If you see yourself sick beyond all earthly remedy, Christ invites you to
follow Him. Let me say this as we close. So which will be your destiny? Lord Jesus, there is not a person in
this room who does not need the great Physician today. So please, will You strip away all our boasting and all
our self-reliance? Show us not just how empty but how soul-destroying our self-reliance and
self-righteousness really is. And then would You help us, as You invite us to come follow You, to come and
find at Your hand the healing our hearts need, the cleansing only You can provide and enter with Levi and his
friends on that great celebration. For we ask it in Your name, amen. This transcribed message has been lightly
edited and formatted for the Web site. No attempt has been made, however, to alter the basic extemporaneous
delivery style, or to produce a grammatically accurate, publication-ready manuscript conforming to an
established style template. He was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and came to faith in Christ during his high
school years. While in art school, David was involved in student ministry, becoming President of the Christian
Union, and there began to discern a call to the ministry. He subsequently came under care of the Glasgow
Presbytery of the Church of Scotland and studied theology at
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