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1: Operation Wetback | Immigration of the s
Operation Wetback was an immigration law enforcement initiative created by Joseph Swing, the Director of the United
States Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), in cooperation with the Mexican government.

Koestler Mexican American immigrants being forcibly deported in Operation Wetback. Operation Wetback
was a repatriation project of the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service to remove
undocumented Mexican immigrants pejoratively referred to as "wetbacks" from the Southwest. During the
first decades of the twentieth century, the majority of migrant workers who crossed the border illegally did not
have adequate protection against exploitation by American farmers. As a result of the Good Neighbor Policy,
Mexico and the United States began negotiating an accord to protect the rights of Mexican agricultural
workers. Continuing discussions and modifications of the agreement were so successful that the Congress
chose to formalize the "temporary" program into the Bracero program , authorized by Public Law In the early
s, while the program was being viewed as a success in both countries, Mexico excluded Texas from the
labor-exchange program on the grounds of widespread violation of contracts, discrimination against migrant
workers, and such violations of their civil rights as perfunctory arrests for petty causes. World War II and the
postwar period exacerbated the Mexican exodus to the United States, as the demand for cheap agricultural
laborers increased. Graft and corruption on both sides of the border enriched many Mexican officials as well
as unethical "coyote" freelancers in the United States who promised contracts in Texas for the unsuspecting
bracero. Studies conducted over a period of several years indicate that the Bracero program increased the
number of undocumeted immigrants in Texas and the rest of the country. Because of the low wages paid to
legal, contracted braceros, many of them skipped out on their contracts either to return home or to seek
unauthorized work elsewhere for better wages. Increasing grievances from various Mexican officials in the
United States and Mexico prompted the Mexican government to rescind the bracero agreement and cease the
export of Mexican workers. The United States Immigration Service, under pressure from various agricultural
groups, retaliated against Mexico in by allowing thousands of immigrant workers to cross the border illegally,
arresting them, and turning them over to the Texas Employment Commission , which delivered them to work
for various grower groups in Texas and elsewhere. Over the long term, this action by the federal government,
in violation of immigration laws and the agreement with Mexico, caused new problems for Texas. Between
and , dubbed "the decade of the wetback," the number of undocumented immigrants coming from Mexico
increased by 6, percent. It is estimated that in before Operation Wetback got under way, more than a million
workers had crossed the Rio Grande illegally. Cheap labor displaced native agricultural workers, and
increased violation of labor laws and discrimination encouraged criminality, disease, and illiteracy. In a
McAllen newspaper clamored for justice in view of continuing criminal activities by "wetbacks. Headed by
the commissioner of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, Gen. Joseph May Swing, the United States
Border Patrol, aided by municipal, county, state, and federal authorities, as well as the military, began a
quasi-military operation of search and seizure of all unauthorized immigrants. Fanning out from the lower Rio
Grande valley, Operation Wetback moved northward. Detained Mexican citizens were repatriated initially
through Presidio because the Mexican city across the border, Ojinaga, had rail connections to the interior of
Mexico by which workers could be quickly moved on to Durango. A major concern of the operation was to
discourage reentry by moving the workers far into the interior. Others were to be sent through El Paso. On
July 15, the first day of the operation, 4, immigrants were apprehended. Thereafter the daily totals dwindled to
an average of about 1, a day. The forces used by the government were actually relatively small, perhaps no
more than men, but were exaggerated by border patrol officials who hoped to scare unauthorized workers into
flight back to Mexico. Valley newspapers also exaggerated the size of the government forces for their own
purposes: While the numbers of deportees remained relatively high, they were transported across the border on
trucks and buses. As the pace of the operation slowed, deportation by sea began on the Emancipation, which
ferried detained Mexicans from Port Isabel, Texas, to Veracruz, and on other ships. Ships were a preferred
mode of transport because they carried the Mexican workers farther away from the border than did buses,
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trucks, or trains. The boat lift continued until the drowning of seven deportees who jumped ship from the
Mercurio provoked a mutiny and led to a public outcry against the practice in Mexico. Other unauthorized
immigrants, particularly those apprehended in the Midwest states, were flown to Brownsville and sent into
Mexico from there. The operation trailed off in the fall of as INS funding began to run out. It is difficult to
estimate the number of people forced to leave by the operation. The INS claimed as many as 1,,, though the
number officially apprehended did not come anywhere near this total. The INS estimate rested on the claim
that most undocumented immigrants, fearing apprehension by the government, had voluntarily repatriated
themselves before and during the operation. The San Antonio district, which included all of Texas outside of
El Paso and the Trans-Pecos , had officially apprehended slightly more than 80,, and local INS officials
claimed that an additional , to , had fled to Mexico before the campaign began. Many commentators have
considered these figures to be exaggerated. Various groups opposed any form of temporary labor in the United
States. Forum , for instance, by and large had little or no sympathy for the man who crossed the border
illegally. Eventually the two organizations coproduced a study entitled What Price Wetbacks? Critics of
Operation Wetback considered it xenophobic and heartless. Carl Allsup, The American G. Juan Ramon
Garcia, Operation Wetback: Saturday Evening Post, July 27, Julian Samora, Los Mojados: The Wetback
Story Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press,
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2: NPR Choice page
Operation Wetback, U.S. immigration law enforcement campaign during the summer of that resulted in the mass
deportation of Mexican nationals ( million persons according to the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service [INS],
though most estimates put the figure closer to ,).

As many as 3 million illegal migrants had walked and waded northward over a period of several years for jobs
in California, Arizona, Texas, and points beyond. President Eisenhower cut off this illegal traffic. The
operation is still highly praised among veterans of the Border Patrol. In , Ike wrote a letter to Sen. William
Fulbright D of Arkansas. The senator had just proposed that a special commission be created by Congress to
examine unethical conduct by government officials who accepted gifts and favors in exchange for special
treatment of private individuals. He then quoted a report in The New York Times, highlighting one paragraph
that said: Years later, the late Herbert Brownell Jr. America "was faced with a breakdown in law enforcement
on a very large scale," Mr. According to the Handbook of Texas Online, published by the University of Texas
at Austin and the Texas State Historical Association, this illegal workforce had a severe impact on the wages
of ordinary working Americans. Profits from illegal labor led to the kind of corruption that apparently worried
Eisenhower. Joseph White, a retired year veteran of the Border Patrol, says that in the early s, some senior US
officials overseeing immigration enforcement "had friends among the ranchers," and agents "did not dare"
arrest their illegal workers. Walt Edwards, who joined the Border Patrol in , tells a similar story. And
depending on how politically connected they were, there would be political intervention. That is how we got
into this mess we are in now. During the s, however, this "Good Old Boy" system changed under Eisenhower
â€” if only for about 10 years. In , Ike appointed retired Gen. Influential politicians, including Sen. Johnson D
of Texas and Sen. Pat McCarran D of Nevada, favored open borders, and were dead set against strong border
enforcement, Brownell said. Then on June 17, , what was called "Operation Wetback" began. Because
political resistance was lower in California and Arizona, the roundup of aliens began there. Some agents swept
northward through agricultural areas with a goal of 1, apprehensions a day. By the end of July, over 50, aliens
were caught in the two states. Another ,, fearing arrest, had fled the country. By September, 80, had been taken
into custody in Texas, and an estimated , to , illegals had left the Lone Star State voluntarily. Unlike today,
Mexicans caught in the roundup were not simply released at the border, where they could easily reenter the
US. To discourage their return, Swing arranged for buses and trains to take many aliens deep within Mexico
before being set free. Tens of thousands more were put aboard two hired ships, the Emancipation and the
Mercurio. The sea voyage was "a rough trip, and they did not like it," says Don Coppock, who worked his way
up from Border Patrolman in to eventually head the Border Patrol from to I guess it was his compassionate
conservatism, and trying to please [Mexican President] Vincente Fox. Of the Mexicans who live here, an
estimated 85 percent are here illegally. Border Patrol vets offer tips on curbing illegal immigration One day in
, Border Patrol agent Walt Edwards picked up a newspaper in Big Spring, Texas, and saw some startling news.
The government was launching an all-out drive to oust illegal aliens from the United States. The orders came
straight from the top, where the new president, Dwight Eisenhower, had put a former West Point classmate,
Gen. Joseph Swing, in charge of immigration enforcement. Illegal migration had dropped 95 percent by the
late s. Several retired Border Patrol agents who took part in the s effort, including Mr. Edwards, say much of
what Swing did could be repeated today. Of course we can! End the current practice of taking captured
Mexican aliens to the border and releasing them. Instead, deport them deep into Mexico, where return to the
US would be more costly. Crack down hard on employers who hire illegals. End "catch and release" for
non-Mexican aliens. It is common for illegal migrants not from Mexico to be set free after their arrest if they
promise to appear later before a judge. The Patrol veterans say enforcement could also be aided by a legalized
guest- worker program that permits Mexicans to register in their country for temporary jobs in the US. It
permitted up to , Mexicans a year to enter the US for various agriculture jobs that lasted for 12 to 52 weeks.
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In the United States, Operation Wetback was enacted in the s by immigration and Naturalization service. The effects of
World War 2 caused a massive exodus of Mexican migrants into the U.S through the Rio Grande, into the Southwest
part of the United States, to work as farm hands.

Border Patrol officers detaining immigrants in a field after a few local raids. A History of the U. Operation
Wetback, the story goes, was the single largest deportation campaign in U. But mass deportation never
happened during Operation Wetback of And border enforcement did not follow. Operation Wetback is often
cited as a moment when mass deportation and border enforcement reduced the size of the undocumented
population living in the United States and ended unlawful entry at the U. It is time to put this false history to
bed. Texas uprising In , the U. In Mexico, political leaders wanted Mexican workers to go to the United States,
learn modern farming techniques and bring that knowledge home. But many agricultural employers rebelled
against the program. They preferred the unregulated labor practices they had used for decades to squeeze
profits from Mexican workers marginalized by their undocumented status. The Bracero Program, among other
things, guaranteed Mexican contract workers a minimum wage and sanitary housing. In South Texas, in
particular, farmers and ranchers not only refused to use the Bracero Program but took up arms against the U.
Border Patrol when they came to apprehend their workers. Operation Wetback of was a campaign to crush the
South Texas uprising and force their compliance with the Bracero Program. However, Mexican workers paid
the greatest price. Carter, the head of the U. Border Patrol in the southwestern United States, concocted a plan
to use the U. Carter had been upset that Casiano and his friends had been hanging out in front of the Carter
home. A jury convicted Carter of the killing, but the conviction was later overturned on a procedural
technicality. Several years later, Carter joined the U. In May of , the U. Soon, they promised, an
unprecedented, paramilitary surge of Border Patrol officers would sweep across the southwestern United
States to find, detain and deport unauthorized Mexican immigrants. Deportations and forced removals had
been on the rise for a decade, spiking from 10, expulsions in to , in Carter and Swing promised more. The
show began at dawn on June 10, when Border Patrol officers set up checkpoints across southern California
and western Arizona. During the next seven days, officers nabbed almost 11, unsanctioned Mexican
immigrants. By June 30, , 22, more were apprehended. In the following three months, Border Patrol task
forces swept through California, Arizona, Texas, Chicago, Illinois and the Mississippi Delta, unleashing fast
raids on farms, restaurants and Mexican majority communities. Everywhere the Border Patrol went, reporters
followed, snapping photos and broadcasting stories of Mexicans being rounded up, detained and deported
back to Mexico. In many cases, the deportees were crammed onto buses, trains, planes or boats to be forcibly
relocated into the interior of Mexico and abandoned far from both home and the border. It is true that U.
Border Patrol reported apprehending more than one million people for the fiscal year ending June 30, But the
patrol apprehended only 33, people between the start of Operation Wetback on June 10, , and the close of the
fiscal year on June 30, And they apprehended only , people between July 1, and June 30, In other words, the
Border Patrol apprehended, at most, fewer than , people during the campaign. Without reporters in tow, Carter
dispatched teams of Border Patrol officers to hold meetings with employers across the Southwest during the
summer of In particular, they met with South Texas employers, promising them constant raids if they refused
to use the Bracero Program. The number of Mexican workers signed up with the Specials and I programs in
Texas surged from in July of to 41, in July of , around the same time Operation Wetback was underway.
Across the country, the number of Mexicans participating in the Bracero Program also rose. As more
employers used the Bracero Program, which became increasingly broken and corrupt, the number of
deportations fell. In the fiscal year ending June 30, , the U. Border Patrol reported 1,, apprehensions. In , that
number plunged to ,, and in , it plummeted to 58, The number of Mexican nationals apprehended by the U.
Border Patrol remained under , until But the declining number of deportations was about more than the use of
the Bracero Program, which, until terminated in , provided a form of legalization for many Mexican men
working in the southwestern United States. Border Patrol also radically changed its police practices. Between
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and , the Border Patrol routinely used man task forces bolstered by planes and buses to ramp up apprehensions
in the U. After Operation Wetback of , the Border Patrol retired the task forces and deescalated its activities in
border states, resulting in far fewer apprehensions and deportations. In particular, the Border Patrol assigned
officers to two-man patrols, and most were on foot or horseback. To date, President Trump is pulling from the
playbook.
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4: How Eisenhower solved illegal border crossings from Mexico - www.enganchecubano.com
During Operation Wetback, tens of thousands of immigrants were shoved into buses, boats and planes and sent to
often-unfamiliar parts of Mexico, where they struggled to rebuild their lives.

United States immigration law-enforcement campaign Written By: Immigration and Naturalization Service
[INS], though most estimates put the figure closer to , Attorney General Herbert Brownell, Jr. The role of the
Bracero Program In , the U. The program was originally conceived in the early s, during World War II , to
combat a wartime dearth of agricultural labourers due to military service and a shift by native agricultural
workers to better-paying manufacturing jobs. Financed through taxpayer labour subsidies, the plan lasted until
Even though most contract employers did not pay enough for many of the documented Mexican workers to
make a decent living, other undocumented Mexican labourers were still drawn by the promise of employment.
As a result of the ease with which illegal immigrants could be hired without the burden of the immigration
bureaucracy , only a small portion were issued valid worker certificates from to The problems with the
administration of the Bracero Program almost immediately led to a growing influx of undocumented workers
in the United States and to a widespread public outcry over the depressive effect on wages for U. The
emergence and implementation of Operation Wetback In , Attorney General Brownell forwarded the initiative
that would eventually become known as Operation Wetback. Its name was derived from wetback, the
offensive term for the multitude of Mexican immigrants who traversed the Rio Grande to illegally cross the
border between Mexico and the United States. In alone, some , persons were seized by the U. The initiative
focused on two primary objectives: The plan met with resistance from some legislators as well as from
agricultural and farming groups that lobbied Congress. Ultimately, Congress failed to pass legislation
authorizing punishment for those who hired illegal workers, but it did allocate increased funding for the
Border Patrol. The appointment of Gen. Joseph Swing, along with other top military commanders, to oversee
the implementation of Operation Wetback did indeed lead to a campaign that was executed with the
aggressiveness and precision characteristic of a large-scale military offensive. Over the summer tens if not
hundreds of thousands of illegal immigrants were arrested and deported and, according to some accounts,
sometimes inhumanely transported. Meanwhile, there was a concomitant mass exodus of illegal immigrants
attempting to return to Mexico. Intimidated by the military and local law enforcement, many employers
supported the return of their undocumented workers to Mexico. Conclusion The INS reported that some 1.
Although Operation Wetback temporarily mollified an angry citizenry, the Bracero Program remained in place
for another decade, allowing for the continued influx of legal Mexican immigrants. Moreover, Operation
Wetback may have deterred illegal immigration for a time, but it did not relieve the demand for labour
especially cheap labour in the United States. Therefore, many employers in the agricultural industries still
needed the work of immigrants in order to adequately meet demands and compete in the marketplace. The
influx of illegal immigrants from Mexico would remain a touchstone of U.
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5: â€œOperation Wetbackâ€• uprooted a million lives and tore families apart. Sound familiar?
Q: Did Eisenhower deport 13 million illegal immigrants? Did Hoover and Truman use mass deportations to open jobs for
U.S. citizens? A: No. Nothing close to 13 million persons were deported during.

Posted on July 9, Q: Did Eisenhower deport 13 million illegal immigrants? Did Hoover and Truman use mass
deportations to open jobs for U. Nothing close to 13 million persons were deported during any administration.
All three of these presidents wrestled with a rising tide of illegal immigration, but a long-running chain e-mail
makes bogus claims about them. What did Hoover, Truman, and Eisenhower have in common? Found it very
interesting, but wonder why you never hear any discussion about it? Three Presidents did it, yet we never hear
about it. Here is something that should be of great interest for you to pass around. Back during The Great
Depression, President Herbert Hoover ordered the deportation of ALL illegal aliens in order to make jobs
available to American citizens that desperately needed work.. It took 2 Years, but they deported them! So we
contacted researchers at the Hoover, Truman and Eisenhower libraries to ask if the historical record backs up
the claims that these presidents ordered mass deportations. We also consulted the Office of the Historian of the
U. Citizenship and Immigration Services, and a leading academic historian as well. We got the same answer.
This e-mail message is bogus. The true history of presidential policy toward illegal immigration, and of
deportations, is neither as simple nor as successful as claimed. Hoover did not use immigration policy to
"create jobs" and never "ordered the deportation of all illegal aliens. Truman did not try to "create jobs for
returning veterans" by ordering deportations. In fact, he signed legislation protecting the rights of Mexican
migrant laborers recruited legally to help harvest U. During his nearly eight years in office, about 3.
Eisenhower did not deport 13 million Mexicans. Officially, just over 2. Ngai calls the message "a most
interesting distortion of history," and our research backs that up. Ngai, now at Columbia University, told us
that "none of these presidents presided over any general deportation campaign. For most of its previous
history, the U. The first permanent quotas on immigration had been put in place by the Immigration Act of
And even that law did not apply to Mexico, or to any other country in the Western Hemisphere, because the U.
It did completely exclude immigrants from Asia , however, and set limits on immigration from Europe. The
Hoover administration, then as now, struggled to enforce the law. His labor secretaries worked to deport
criminal illegal immigrants and public charges. The Hoover figures are drawn from table 24A on page of the "
Annual Report of the Immigration and Naturalization Service " for fiscal year For example, since Hoover was
in office for days of fiscal year , we assigned to him We followed the same method for each to pro-rate
figures for partial fiscal years. In the latter document "voluntary" departures are described instead as "Aliens
required to depart," a somewhat more accurate term. A report in USA Today , published in , stated: Mexican
repatriation in the s ," by Francisco E. Those authors described "a frenzy of anti-Mexican hysteria" that
included "mass deportation roundups and repatriation drives. They also cite actions by state and local officials,
"job denials" by private employers, and pressure by labor unions. In fact, historian Ngai told us in an e-mail
message that Mexicans who were sent back "were repatriated by local city and county welfare authorities e.
Los Angeles, Detroit , not the federal government. The push for deportation arose locally. Los Angeles and
California are probably the best known cases. Hoover thought the very idea of restricting immigration from
Mexico was futile, Schaefer said. According to Tammy Kelly, archivist at the Harry S. On June 3, , he set up a
Presidential Commission on Migratory Labor and asked it to look into among other things "the extent of
illegal migration of foreign workers into the United States" and whether laws could be "strengthened and
improved to eliminate such illegal migration. On July 13, , Truman approved legislation to facilitate the
employment of legal migrants to harvest U. According to Truman archivist Kelly, the new legislation
established reception centers to house temporarily legal immigrants from Mexico while the government found
employment for them. Truman said in signing it, "We must make sure that contract wages will in fact be paid,
that transportation within this country and adequate reception centers for Mexican workers will in fact be
provided. We figure, based on the official historical tables, that more than , were formally deported and more
than 3. But the deportations and quasi-voluntary departures had nothing to do with creating jobs for returning

Page 7

OPERATION WETBACK pdf
veterans, as claimed in the chain e-mail. As Truman noted in a news conference on Oct. He said , veterans
remained unemployed, and that "is still higher than any of us like to see it. Truman actually wanted to do more
than he was able to stem illegal immigration. He said he would ask Congress for stricter sanctions against
employers who harbor illegal aliens, and would also seek clear authority for INS inspectors to raid workplaces
without search warrants. The term "wetback" is a disparaging term applied to Mexicans who swam or waded
across the Rio Grande River â€” and today is considered an ethnic slur. Since the officially claimed figure was
1. The "Handbook of Texas," sponsored by the Texas State Historical Association, says in its entry on
"Operation Wetback" that the number forced to leave is "probably less than 1. The INS claimed as many as
1,,, though the number officially apprehended did not come anywhere near this total. The INS estimate rested
on the claim that most aliens, fearing apprehension by the government, had voluntarily repatriated themselves
before and during the operation. We also contacted the Dwight D. Indeed, the staff turned up a report to
Cabinet dated Jan. Report to the Cabinet, Jan. It was announced June 9, , and focused initially on California
and Arizona. According to the Annual Report of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, page 31 federal
officials set up roadblocks and stopped trains at points at some distance north of the border. Some Border
Patrol agents, using jeeps, trucks, automobiles and spotter airplanes, used a system described officially as
"blocking it off and mopping it up. By mid-July, , the operation was extended to Texas. And it eventually
encompassed "mopping up" activities in northern cities as well, according to the Annual Report of the
Immigration and Naturalization Service: These activities were followed by mopping up operations in the
interior and special mobile force units are continuing to discover illegal aliens who have eluded initial sweeps
through such cities as Spokane, Chicago, Kansas City and St. Louis, which removed 20, illegal Mexican aliens
from industrial jobs. Mexican nationals were shipped back using trucks, buses, planes and ships. According to
the Texas State Historical Society, the use of ships was discontinued after some drownings caused a public
outcry in Mexico. Ships were a preferred mode of transport because they carried the illegal workers farther
away from the border than did buses, trucks, or trains. The boat lift continued until the drowning of seven
deportees who jumped ship from the Mercurio provoked a mutiny and led to a public outcry against the
practice in Mexico. Other aliens, particularly those apprehended in the Midwest states, were flown to
Brownsville and sent into Mexico from there. Nevertheless, INS officials later claimed the operation had been
a complete success and that the U. The border has been secured. More than half a century later, history has
shown that official claim to be a fantasy, just like nearly all the claims made by this chain e-mail. In fact,
about the only true statement in it is that "we never hear about" the events it describes.
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6: Trump: Eisenhower deported million immigrants | PolitiFact
The most powerful agents for Operation Wetback were not in the border patrol but in the press corps. The operation,
from its beginning, was a public relations campaign, as close to Trump's.

Bylines nyt slate guardian motherjones Based in Oakland. They showed up unannounced at cotton and citrus
farms, surveyed cattle ranches and factories, and fanned out through train and bus stations, parks, hotels, and
restaurants. While agents infiltrated Mexican or Mexican American communities, pilots in low-flying planes
scoured the arid landscape, radioing to patrolmen in jeeps below. Their goal was simple: It was called
Operation Wetback. Feel like history is repeating? Border Patrol boasted of nabbing 2, undocumented
immigrants a day â€” more than a million people total, as promised â€” although the high figure is called into
question by historian Kelly Lytle Hernandez in her book Migra! A History of the U. Though the exact
numbers proved slippery, there was no denying that Operation Wetback was a massive undertaking, one of the
most aggressive such campaigns in Border Patrol history, intensifying the political climate on an already
contentious U. Mexican immigrants in the U. Harlon Carter, then the head of Border Patrol, was raised amid a
backdrop of violent racism brewing on the Texasâ€”Mexico border, and known for his brutal tactics and a
willingness to escalate conflict. To settle an argument in his youth, he had killed a Hispanic teenager. A
proponent of vigilante justice, Carter aligned with a radical group within the National Rifle Association that
was hell-bent on reinterpreting the Second Amendment. After staging a coup and overthrowing the NRA old
guard, Carter took the helm of the organization; he is widely credited with turning it into the political lobbying
behemoth it is today. As Lytle Hernandez explains, Border Patrol agents hoped Swing would bring this
military might to their ranks. Anti-Mexican sentiment had been brewing on this side of the border for years.
Since , increasing numbers of Mexicans had been crossing over in search of work. In the early s, amid
stagnant wages, President Truman sought a scapegoat and landed on illegal immigration. There were
discussions of running barbed-wire fences all along the border and checkpoints all over the borderlands. He
did, however, appoint his old classmate as the head of the INS. Immediately upon his arrival, Swing boasted
of massive paramilitary-style campaigns that would solve the problem of illegal immigration once and for all.
Rather than dump deportees on the other side of the border, where many would simply cross back over, the U.
Since many of the deportees were from other places, this stranded them, without connections or access to
money or food. For the sake of speed, civil rights went out the window. As during the massive deportation
push of the s, when more than half a million U. Deportees were removed via aircraft to distant states in
southern Mexico. General, do you have a Mexican maid? Was she recruited through the Immigration Service?
I just do not quite understand the question. Wondering if there is any little Mexican girl over in Juarez who
would like to immigrate and come over and go to work for me. Operation Wetback had powerful opponents.
Though from the outside, Border Patrol and the INS puffed their chests and made sweeping claims in the
media touting their deportation numbers and blunt-force tactics, on the inside, the U. The two groups were in
constant negotiations, walking on tiptoes, coordinating which areas could handle what amount of deportees at
what times. The tactic of punting unwanted people as far as possible from the border, regardless of the impact
on their lives, has been used in more recent times. Operation Intercept , a massive border shutdown in the late
s, resulted in lasting economic and diplomatic tensions, and thousands of Mexican workers losing their jobs.
Our team and the Timeline community are scouring archives for the most visually arresting and socially
important stories, and using them to explain how we got to now. To help us tell more stories, please consider
becoming a Timeline member.
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7: Hoover, Truman & Ike: Mass Deporters? - www.enganchecubano.com
With that, here are three things you should know about Operation Wetback. 1. It was the second wave of mass
deportations of Latinos undertaken by the U.S.

While the United States has enacted many dubious policies in its year history, few were as explicitly so as the
law enforcement initiative known as Operation Wetback. Today, there is much talk of mass illegal
immigration along the Mexican-American border, but far from being a new phenomenon, the
Mexican-American border has always been a porous entity, with vast numbers of people passing through at all
times, legally and illegally. Since the s, large numbers of Mexican laborers have traveled into the United
States for seasonal agricultural work. These migrant workers often numbered over , a year, and would
generally return to Mexico following the end of their employment. In when the U. In response to this labor
shortage, the US government created the Bracero program jointly with the Mexican government. Even still,
the number of bracero positions was much smaller than the number of Mexican applicants, and many were
rejected. Those turned away often decided to cross the border illegally, and were welcomed by American
employers seeking an even cheaper workforce. In the first year alone, the INS reported they had deported 1,,
illegal Mexican immigrants in the U. This media circus stoked racial tension between White American and
Mexican-American farm workers. Initially the reaction to this initiative by Mexican-American groups was
largely positive. Legal immigrants and migrant braceros felt that illegal immigrants unfairly drove down their
wages, and felt that they should be deported. However, professor David G. Under this guise of efficiency and
effectiveness, lay a reality of inhumane and illegal deportation. During INS raids, agents would demand that
Mexican laborers display birth certificates proving citizenship and would deport them if they did not have
these documents on their person. Draft cards or Social Security cards were not considered sufficient evidence.
Immigrants were swept up in raids and deported without due process, often leaving their family to guess about
their whereabouts. Those deported would be shoved into hot trucks or crammed in crowded boats to be
shipped back to Mexico. In July , 88 deported workers died when they were left in the back of a truck in
degree heat. Furthermore, many of these deportees were sent to parts of the country vastly different and far
away from their homelands. Throughout this period the INS expanded their jurisdiction to allow them to arrest
people for harboring illegal immigrants. They explicitly did not apply these policies to businesses hiring
illegal immigrants, and despite the policies these businesses continued to hire them. American companies
continued to recruit illegal immigrants at the Mexican border, providing incentive for Mexican laborers to
endure the trek into the U. The operation slowly tapered off until its end in the mids. By , the operation was
deporting fewer than , people a year, and the number steadily decreased from there. Operation Wetback made
the Mexican-American border a fortified position, spread prejudice against Mexican-Americans, deported
numerous American citizens to Mexico, and ultimately failed to address the issue of illegal immigration. Then,
check out these unsettling before and after photos from the U.
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8: Claims About the Federal Government's "Operation Wetback"-Truth! & Fiction! - Truth or Fiction?
OPERATION www.enganchecubano.comion Wetback was a repatriation project of the United States Immigration and
Naturalization Service to remove undocumented Mexican immigrants (pejoratively referred to as "wetbacks") from the
Southwest.

Says President Dwight Eisenhower "moved 1. History says his plan would work, Trump said. Moved them
again beyond the border, they came back. Moved them way south. They never came back. But did he really
move that many in one operation? The dragnet Beginning in World War II -- during a severe shortage of
workers on the home front -- the federal government instituted the Bracero program, which brought Mexican
workers into the United States to fill jobs that would not otherwise be filled. The Braceros were in the country
legally, but the government often looked the other way when companies illegally brought their own Mexican
workers into the country. Determining the number of people who were deported in "Operation Wetback" is
tricky because some people who would have otherwise been subject to deportation were expected to leave the
country "voluntarily" or self-deportation. We came across estimates of forced removals ranging from , to 1.
Immigration and Naturalization Service claimed as many as 1. The case of California is a good example. Kelly
Lytle Hernandez, a history professor at the University of California Los Angeles, puts the maximum number
of people actually deported during the operation at , The vast majority of the program took place during fiscal
year , which registered just about , apprehensions total, she wrote in a report. In earlier 20th century
immigration control efforts, Border Patrol found that deporting immigrants at the U. This continued during
Operation Wetback, so Trump has a bit of a point there. According to historian Mae M. Ngai , 88 people died
in a July deportation round-up because of the heat. But attempts to relocate people to the Mexican interior did
not always stop them from returning to the United States, Mitchell said. Many returned illegally or legally as
guest workers. The campaign would have been "a complete failure" had it not been for the guest worker
program that accompanied it, wrote Alex Nowrasteh , immigration policy analyst at the libertarian Cato
Institute. Nowrasteh noted that low levels of undocumented immigration in the s was more likely a result of
the guest worker program, rather than the deportation campaign. The guest worker program ended in Our
ruling Trump said President Eisenhower "moved 1.
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It won't surprise any Trump-watcher that he got the details of Operation Wetback wrong. Far from a success on any
score, it was a blot on America's reputation, a program that turned.

In the early 20th century, Mexican workers accounted for nearly half the copper-mining workforce in the U.
Before , Mexican immigrants traveled frequently between the United States and Mexico because of the light
enforcement of the borders. Many came to the United States temporarily to look for work or visit family or
friends. Small farmers objected because they were forced to compete with larger farms that employed cheaper
Mexican labor. Organized labor also objected, fearing that the overuse of immigrant labor would depress
wages. With the creation of the Border Patrol in , the federal government began trying to curb illegal
immigration. From to , for example, Mexican immigrants were the leading foreign-born group in California,
and by they constituted 19 percent of its immigrant population. In light of these facts, reform groups that had
previously supported integration began advocating increased limitations on Mexican immigration. During the
Great Depression, various U. In the face of such restrictions, younger generations of immigrants had begun
building communities and a common cultural identity in the United States, nurtured by emerging
Spanish-language media in urban areas like Los Angeles, California, and San Antonio, Texas. Across the
Sunbelt, the enforcement of legal segregation in workplaces, housing, and schools was common. Housing
Authority, created during the New Deal, began to address the needs of impoverished Southwestern residents
by developing public housing projects. While Mexican Americans experienced racial discrimination during
the early 20th century, the degree of prejudice varied according to regional economic conditions. Predictably,
the Great Depression marked a period of extreme hardship for Mexican immigrants and Mexican Americans.
After the stock market crashed on Thursday, October 24, , industrial production fell by 50 percent, and
investment dwindled to a trickle. Job losses increased sharply, and by the U. Neither the agricultural market
nor its increasingly mechanized means of production was immune to these hardships. The Depression forced
many rural Southwestern residents into the cities in search of work and support. Los Angeles, in particular,
was attractive to Mexicans because of the barrios neighborhoods , which had been established by earlier
generations of immigrants. The devastating Dust Bowl in the Midwest and the South aggravated the situation,
forcing farmers westward in droves in search of employment. In response, white Americans pressured
employers to exclude noncitizens, sometimes resulting in the exclusion of non-whites, even if they were
citizens. This trend developed as the Mexican population grew, constituting a steady proportion of those who
were eligible for benefits, especially in urban areas, where unemployment skyrocketed. The Great Depression
plunged the nation into a prolonged, severe economic crisis. Soon after the stock market crash, federal and
local governments began formulating plans to repatriate Mexican workers in the United States. In , echoing
sentiments throughout the Southwest, President Herbert Hoover denounced Mexicans as a factor contributing
to the Depression and ordered the Labor Department to develop a deportation program. In alone, anywhere
from 50, to 75, individuals returned to Mexico. Los Angeles lost approximately one-third of its Mexican
population during this period. Approximately 85, more Mexicans returned to Mexico voluntarily. Most
repatriates continued to live in poverty. The group was formed at a crucial time, when anti-Mexican sentiment
threatened to erupt. Historian Manuel Gonzales estimates that as many as , Hispanic-American men and
women saw active service in the war. Along with the option to participate in the military, an expansion in
wartime manufacturing enabled thousands of Mexican Americans to enter the workforce. In highlighting
human rights abuses and racial discrimination perpetrated by Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan, the United
States invited criticism from its enemies, who pointed to legal segregation in the South and the
marginalization of ethnic minorities elsewhere. Mexican officials sought to protect Mexican immigrants and
Mexican Americans by complaining to the U. State Department about their treatment. Roosevelt
administration responded by monitoring discriminatory practices in the Southwest and promoting work
exchanges between the two countries. Chavez believed such a step would advance the rights of Hispanic
Americans nationwide. Thousands availed themselves of the FEPC mechanism. From July 1, , to June 30, , the
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committee logged more than 4, complaints, nearly 80 percent of which involved discrimination based solely
on race. Moreover, minorities who served in the war had more difficulty finding work than did their white
contemporaries. Appointed chairman of an Education and Labor subcommittee that oversaw issues related to
fair employment, Chavez used the subcommittee hearings to demonstrate the extent of discrimination in the
United States, whose effects made the creation of an employment commission a national concern. Days later,
Southern Senators filibustered it. It took ordinary American decency to bring about the Constitution to the
United States. It took the death of Americans during the Civil War to find out that this was one country. It
took this vote today to find out that a majority cannot have its will. During World War II, such laborers filled
positions in the agriculture and railroad industries vacated by U. The cessation of trade with Europe eliminated
a major supplier of agriculture products, and large numbers of domestic workers left the agricultural
workforce for the military or higher-paying defense work. To be ready to go to work when needed, to be gone
when not needed. President Roosevelt signed the bill into law P. To limit transportation costs, farmers insisted
that recruitment centers be located close to the U. Judiciary Committee Chairman Emanuel Celler of New
York attempted to include employee sanctions by submitting amendments to the Agricultural Act of
Congressional opponents of the Bracero Program focused on its negative effect on domestic employment.
They should be given the opportunity to pick citrus fruits and vegetables in Florida, and cotton in the
Southwest. Stricter regulations by the Department of Labor greatly reduced the number of braceros who were
admitted, as labor organizations such as the AFL-CIO gained more influence. In addition, the mechanization
of agriculture lessened the need for Mexican labor. While the reauthorization of the measure in had passed
with strong support, the and reauthorizations were far more contentious. While the Bracero Program lacked
provisions to discourage illegal immigration, it was generally believed that the availability of a legal route to
the American labor market would reduce illegal entry. However, illegal immigration increased during the
operation of the Bracero Program. Many Mexicans who were not qualified to participate in the program
crossed the border illegally and found work with growers who wanted to keep operating costs low. Texas,
particularly, relied on undocumented labor to augment its workforce after being expelled from the Bracero
Program for noncompliance. Border Patrol initially redirected its scarce resources to the U. Also, as a study
pointed out, Congress consistently failed to fund the INS at levels commensurate with its task. Thus, while the
INS assigned more agents to work along the border, its total force was cut by a third from to Extensive media
coverage that often exaggerated the strength of the Border Patrol, as well as targeted displays of strength, gave
the impression of a greater force. In many regions, this strategy convinced thousands who had entered the U.
In Texas, for example, more than 63, individuals returned to Mexico of their own volition; U. An INS report
later indicated that the agency apprehended nearly 1. A History of Mexicans in the United States, 2nd ed.
Indiana University Press, The Long Nineteenth Century â€” , vol. Cambridge University Press, A History of
Mexicans in the United States: University of Texas Press, Oxford University Press, University of New
Mexico Press, Princeton University Press, Reality and Promise, â€” Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press, See also David M. Kennedy, Freedom from Fear: The Bracero Program, Immigration, and the I. For a
detailed description of the Bracero Program in the s and s, see Ngai, Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and
the Making of Modern America: The amendment was rejected to See The Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd ed.
Clarendon Press, , s. Office of the Historian:
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