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Why Practice True Devotion to Mary? Consider that this devotion is one which lays out a path far shorter and
clearer than any other to God. It is by this greatest of all devotions that we are able to become saints, indeed
great saints, and in a very short amount of time. For through we are perfectly united to our Lord Jesus
Christâ€¦ 5. It leads to union with our Lord This devotion is a smooth, short, perfect and sure way of attaining
union with our Lord, in which Christian perfection consists. It is the path which Jesus Christ opened up in
coming to us and in which there is no obstruction to prevent us reaching him. It is quite true that we can attain
to divine union by other roads, but these involve many more crosses and exceptional setbacks and many
difficulties that we cannot easily overcome. We would have to pass through spiritual darkness, engage in
struggles for which we are not prepared, endure bitter agonies, scale precipitous mountains, tread upon painful
thorns, and cross frightful deserts. But when we take the path of Mary, we walk smoothly and calmlyâ€¦
â€¦There have been some saints, not very many, such as St. Francis de Sales, who have taken this smooth path
to Jesus Christ, because the Holy Spirit, the faithful Spouse of Mary, made it known to them by a special
grace. The other saints, who are the greater number, while having a devotion to Mary, either did not enter or
did not go very far along this path. That is why they had to undergo harder and more dangerous trials. True
Devotion, Yet, it is true, that these most devout servants of Mary being also the greatest of Saints will also
have much to suffer as is always the case when one lives the Gospel, but the difference is that our Lady will be
there in every trial and difficultyâ€¦ Why is it then, a servant of Mary might ask, that devoted servants of this
good Mother are called upon to suffer much more than those who serve her less generously? They are
opposed, persecuted, slandered, and treated with intolerance. They may also have to walk in interior darkness
and through spiritual deserts without being given from heaven a single drop of the dew of consolation. I reply
that it is quite true that the most faithful servants of the Blessed Virgin, being her greatest favourites, receive
from her the best graces and favours from heaven, which are crosses. But I maintain too that these servants of
Mary bear their crosses with greater ease and gain more merit and glory. For this good Mother, filled with the
grace and unction of the Holy Spirit, dips all the crosses she prepares for them in the honey of her maternal
sweetness and the unction of pure love. They then readily swallow them as they would sugared almonds,
though the crosses may be very bitter. I believe that anyone who wishes to be devout and live piously in Jesus
will suffer persecution and will have a daily cross to carry. But he will never manage to carry a heavy cross, or
carry it joyfully and perseveringly, without a trusting devotion to our Lady, who is the very sweetness of the
cross. It is obvious that a person could not keep on eating without great effort unripe fruit which has not been
sweetened. True Devotion, And so not only is it a path to perfection made smooth by our Lady but it is one
that is very shortâ€¦ b This devotion is a short way to discover Jesus, either because it is a road we do not
wander from, or because, as we have just said, we walk along this road with greater ease and joy, and
consequently with greater speed. We advance more in a brief period of submission to Mary and dependence
on her than in whole years of self-will and self-reliance. A man who is obedient and submissive to Mary will
sing of glorious victories over his enemies It is true, his enemies will try to impede his progress, force him to
retreat or try to make him fall. Without falling, retreating and even without being delayed, he will advance
with giant strides towards Jesus along the same road which, as it is written, Jesus took to come to us with giant
strides and in a short time. Why do you think our Lord spent only a few years here on earth and nearly all of
them in submission and obedience to his Mother? Yet Adam lived more than nine hundred years! According
to the mystical interpretation of these words it is in the bosom of Mary that people who are young grow
mature in enlightenment, in holiness, in experience and in wisdom, and in a short time reach the fullness of the
age of Christ. That same womb held the one whom the whole universe can neither encompass nor contain.
True Devotion, And not only is it smooth and short but it is a perfect wayâ€¦ c This devotion is a perfect way
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to reach our Lord and be united to him, for Mary is the most perfect and the most holy of all creatures, and
Jesus, who came to us in a perfect manner, chose no other road for his great and wonderful journey. The Most
High, the Incomprehensible One, the Inaccessible One, He who is, deigned to come down to us poor earthly
creatures who are nothing at all. How was this done? The Most High God came down to us in a perfect way
through the humble Virgin Mary, without losing anything of his divinity or holiness. It is likewise through
Mary that we poor creatures must ascend to almighty God in a perfect manner without having anything to fear.
God the Incomprehensible, allowed himself to be perfectly comprehended and contained by the humble Virgin
Mary without losing anything of his immensity. So we must let ourselves be perfectly contained and led by the
humble Virgin without any reserve on our part. God, the Inaccessible, drew near to us and united himself
closely, perfectly and even personally to our humanity through Mary without losing anything of his majesty.
So it is also through Mary that we must draw near to God and unite ourselves to him perfectly, intimately, and
without fear of being rejected. Lastly, He who is deigned to come down to us who are not and turned our
nothingness into God, or He who is. He did this perfectly by giving and submitting himself entirely to the
young Virgin Mary, without ceasing to be in time He who is from all eternity. Likewise it is through Mary that
we, who are nothing, may become like God by grace and glory. We accomplish this by giving ourselves to her
so perfectly and so completely as to remain nothing, as far as self is concerned, and to be everything in her,
without any fear of illusion. True Devotion, And then consider, and consider well what Montfort says here, for
here he makes the most bold statement about this devotion he ever makes and in which he makes clear his
utter belief that it is indeed THE greatest means for one to attain salvation. Give me such a road and truly,
truly, I boldly say â€” and I am telling the truth â€” that instead of this road, perfect though it be, I would still
choose the immaculate way of Mary. It is a way, a road without stain or spot, without original sin or actual sin,
without shadow or darkness. When our loving Jesus comes in glory once again to reign upon earth â€” as he
certainly will â€” he will choose no other way than the Blessed Virgin, by whom he came so surely and so
perfectly the first time. The difference between his first and his second coming is that the first was secret and
hidden, but the second will be glorious and resplendent. Both are perfect because both are through Mary. For
this devotion is not new and Montfort here gives examples of some great Saints and holy men from history
who have attained holiness through this ancient devotionâ€¦ d This devotion to our Lady is a sure way to go to
Jesus and to acquire holiness through union with him. Its history goes back so far that the time of its origin
cannot be ascertained with any precision, as Fr. Boudon, who died a holy death a short time ago, states in a
book which he wrote on this devotion. It is however certain that for more than seven hundred years we find
traces of it in the Church. Odilo, abbot of Cluny, who lived about the year , was one of the first to practise it
publicly in France as is told in his life. Cardinal Peter Damian relates that in the year his brother, Blessed
Marino, made himself the slave of the Blessed Virgin in the presence of his spiritual director in a most
edifying manner. He placed a rope around his neck, scourged himself and placed on the altar a sum of money
as a token of his devotion and consecration to our Lady. He remained so faithful to this consecration all his
life that me merited to be visited and consoled on his death-bed by his dear Queen and hear from her lips the
promise of paradise in reward for his service. Caesarius Bollandus mentions a famous knight, Vautier de
Birback, a close relative of the Dukes of Louvain, who about the year consecrated himself to the Blessed
Virgin. This devotion was also practised privately by many people up to the seventeenth century, when it
became publicly known. Father de los Rios, of the Order of St. Augustine, together with his intimate friend,
Father de Roias, worked hard, propagating it throughout Spain and Germany by preaching and writing. The
Theatine Fathers in the seventeenth century established this devotion in Italy and Savoy. Father de los Rios in
the book quoted above mentions the names of princes and princesses, bishops and cardinals of different
countries who embraced this devotion. Father Cornelius a Lapide, noted both for holiness and profound
learning, was commissioned by several bishops and theologians to examine it. The praise he gave it after
mature examination, is a worthy tribute to his own holiness. Many other eminent men followed his example.
The Jesuit Fathers, ever zealous in the service of our Blessed Lady, presented on behalf of the sodalities of
Cologne to Duke Ferdinand of Bavaria, the then archbishop of Cologne, a little treatise on the devotion, and
he gave it his approval and granted permission to have it printed. He exhorted all priests and religious of his
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diocese to do their utmost to spread this solid devotion. Cardinal de Brulle, whose memory is venerated
throughout France, was outstandingly zealous in furthering the devotion in France, despite the calumnies and
persecutions he suffered at the hands of critics and evil men. They accused him of introducing novelty and
superstition. They composed and published a libellous tract against him and they â€” rather the devil in them
â€” used a thousand stratagems to prevent him from spreading the devotion in France. But this eminent and
saintly man responded to their calumnies with calm patience. He wrote a little book in reply and forcefully
refuted the objections contained in it. He pointed out that this devotion is founded on the example given by
Jesus Christ, on the obligations we have towards him and on the promises we made in holy baptism. It was
mainly this last reason which silenced his enemies. He made clear to them that this consecration to the Blessed
Virgin, and through her to Jesus, is nothing less than a perfect renewal of the promises and vows of baptism.
He said many beautiful things concerning this devotion which can be read in his works. Indeed it could not be
condemned without overthrowing the foundations of Christianity. It is obvious then that this devotion is not
new. If it is not commonly practised, the reason is that it is too sublime to be appreciated and undertaken by
everyone. True Devotion, And it is true that every Pope since Gregory XVI, who was Pope when the
manuscript of True Devotion was found after being lost for more than years, has practiced and promoted this
devotion. Those who are spiritually-minded should not fall into the error of thinking that Mary hinders our
union with God. How could this possibly happen? How could Mary, who found grace with God for everyone
in general and each one in particular, prevent a soul from obtaining the supreme grace of union with him? Is it
possible that she who was so completely filled with grace to overflowing, so united to Christ and transformed
in God that it became necessary for him to be made flesh in her, should prevent a soul from being perfectly
united to him? It is quite true that the example of other people, no matter how holy, can sometimes impair
union with God, but not so our Blessed Lady, as I have said and shall never weary of repeating. One reason
why so few souls come to the fullness of the age of Jesus is that Mary who is still as much as ever his Mother
and the fruitful spouse of the Holy Spirit is not formed well enough in their hearts. If we desire a ripe and
perfectly formed fruit, we must possess the tree that bears it. If we desire the fruit of life, Jesus Christ, we must
possess the tree of life which is Mary. If we desire to have the Holy Spirit working within us, we must possess
his faithful and inseparable spouse, Mary the divinely- favoured one whom, as I have said elsewhere, he can
make fruitful. Rest assured that the more you turn to Mary in your prayers, meditations, actions and sufferings,
seeing her if not perhaps clearly and distinctly, at least in a general and indistinct way, the more surely you
will discover Jesus. For he is always greater, more powerful, more active, and more mysterious when acting
through Mary than he is in any other creature in the universe, or even in heaven. Thus Mary, so
divinely-favoured and so lost in God, is far from being an obstacle to good people who are striving for union
with him. There has never been and there never will be a creature so ready to help us in achieving that union
more effectively, for she will dispense to us all the graces to attain that end. True Devotion, And here Montfort
explains that our Lady and the devil cannot coexist. So that soul devotion to Mary must necessarily be one that
is free of the tyranny of the devilâ€¦ Where Mary is present, the evil one is absent. One of the unmistakable
signs that a person is led by the Spirit of God is the devotion he has to Mary, and his habit of thinking and
speaking of her. This is the opinion of a saint, who goes on to say that just as breathing is a proof that the body
is not dead, so the habitual thought of Mary and loving converse with her is a proof that the soul is not
spiritually dead in sin. True Devotion, Nor can one truly devoted to Mary fall into heresyâ€¦ Since Mary alone
has crushed all heresies, as we are told by the Church under the guidance of the Holy Spirit Office of B.
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2: Bible Study Guide: Lydia, Worshipper of God, Rest and Worship
Paul advised slaves to obey their masters, to work conscientiously even when unsupervised (Eph. ; Col. ), to be
trustworthy and not steal the master's property (Tit. ), and to think of and emulate Christ when suffering unjustly (1 Pet. ).

Related Media God uses some unusual means to bring people to salvation. So as soon as the pastor began
speaking, the man put his fingers in his ears. But after a while, an insect landed on his face, and so he had to
take one finger out of his ear to brush it off. A missionary to Africa many years ago told of a woman who
came to every service, accompanied by her dog. She would sit on the outside, next to the aisle. At the end of
the service, when the pastor gave the invitation to come forward for prayer, she would go forward, and the dog
would come along beside her. In fact, he beat her so severely because of her Christian lifestyle that she died.
There must not have been any law enforcement in that part of Africa then, because the man was not arrested.
So he was left alone with the dog. He began to notice that every Wednesday evening about 7 p. Also, every
Sunday morning, the dog would leave about 9 and return about noon. Sunday evening, again the dog would
leave for a couple of hours and then return. He followed it to the church and he took a seat in the back to
watch. The dog sat down near the aisle, in his usual place. After the service, he watched the dog go forward
and take his place at the altar, where his wife had prayed. The man was so touched in his spirit that he, too,
went forward and gave his life to Christ. So God used a dog to lead a hardened sinner to repentance! We may
not have any stories quite like that here today, but if we went around the room, we would hear some very
different ways that God worked to bring each of us to salvation. Our text shows us three very different people
who had different encounters with God. We cannot be sure that the second person, the slave girl, actually got
saved, since the text does not say. But we can hope that she was saved, since God delivered her from demonic
forces. But these three encounters with God teach us that â€¦ God providentially works to draw very different
people to Himself through the same gospel. These three encounters may seem insignificant, but actually they
were the beginning of a movement that changed world history. Claudius had more important matters to attend
to than this! And yet this was the beginning of Christianity in Europe, and its influence there changed the
world. These three encounters should encourage us to be faithful to share our faith as we see how God uses the
gospel to save different people. God works through His providence to draw different people in different
circumstances to Himself. In other words, nothing happens by chance, even though it may seem to us to be by
chance. Certainly the salvation of a soul, whom God has predestined to salvation before the foundation of the
world Eph. Take the case of Lydia. She was from Thyatira, in western Turkey. The town was noted, among
other commercial ventures, for its trade in expensive purple cloth. Emperors and Roman senators, as well as
the wealthy, wore purple garments as a status symbol. Lydia, who was probably a widow, had moved from
Thyatira to Philippi to do business there. Then he wanted to go into Bithynia, but again the Spirit said no.
Finally, through the vision of the Macedonian man calling for help, Paul and the missionary team went to
Europe. Luke reports that they ran a straight course, which means that the wind was favorable, and got to their
destination in two days later it would take five going the other direction, Surely, God was with them now!
They landed at the port city of Neapolis, walked the ten miles to Philippi, and no doubt wondered when God
would introduce them to this Macedonian man who was ready to receive Christ. They stayed in Philippi for
some days, but no Macedonian man materialized. As the missionary team wandered down by the river, they
came upon a small group of women praying. Paul and his team sat down and explained the gospel to this small
group of women. So the Lord brought Lydia from western Turkey to Philippi and Paul from wanting to go into
western Turkey to Philippi, and brought them together here so that she could get saved! The Macedonian man
turned out to be an Asian woman! This slave girl was being used by her owners for fortune-telling, much to
the fortunes of the owners! As this continued for many days, Paul became greatly annoyed, so he commanded
the spirit in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her, and it did so instantly. Luke does not tell us if this girl
got saved, but we can hope that since her owners had no further use for her, the church would have taken her
in and that she did meet the Lord Jesus. Luke is interested in the story because it shows how the Lord got Paul
and Silas to their next divine appointment, with the Philippian jailer and an entire jailhouse full of prisoners.
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Again, he does not tell us if any of the prisoners trusted in Christ, although it is not unreasonable to assume
that some did. But the jailer and his entire household believed in the gospel and got saved. Advocates of infant
baptism use the story of the jailer to argue that surely there were some infants among the household that got
baptized. But the story does not say any such thing, and it specifically states that those who got baptized had
believed in God You have to assume infant baptism and read it into this text to find it there, because it simply
is not there! Notice how different these three individuals were. Lydia was a respectable businesswoman with
religious convictions. She had a home large enough to offer lodging to the four missionaries, and so she must
have been fairly well-to-do. The slave girl was a piece of property to be used and discarded by her masters.
Rather than seeking after God, she was actively serving Satan. The jailer was a hardened military man. He
could take prisoners with their backs bleeding, throw them into the prison, fasten their feet into the stocks
which were not designed for personal comfort! Also notice how different the circumstances were in which
these three people encountered the Lord. The slave girl was on the streets, with absolutely no knowledge of
the one true God. The jailer was saved in connection with doing his job. He was suddenly awakened by this
powerful earthquake, and when he saw the prison door opened, he was ready to fall on his sword and die,
since he would be tortured and executed if any of the prisoners had escaped. Out of this extreme crisis, he met
the Lord. They all had to learn to accept and love each other in the same church in Philippi. The Lord works
through His providence to draw very different people from different backgrounds to Himself, and He wants
them to learn to love one another as a testimony to the world of His saving grace. And even though these three
people were very different, it was the same gospel that saved them all. God uses the same gospel to save
people, no matter how different they are. God providentially orchestrated the circumstances that led to the
salvation of these people, but His messengers had to faithfully deliver the message. We should seek every
opportunity to proclaim the gospel, both through our words and through our lives. Paul and his team were
probably looking for men to preach to. But if he had been operating on that basis, he would have missed this
opportunity to explain the gospel to this small group of women by the river. And yet this was how God
intended to start the church in Europe. It would be a waste of my time to share with him or her. Paul and Silas
bore witness not only by their proclaiming the gospel verbally, but also by their example. Their rights had
been violated, their backs were ripped open by the rods that beat them, and they were thrown into the stocks in
prison. But rather than complain, they sang hymns and prayed It serves you right, you barbarian! If you ever
are treated unfairly, you are probably being given a major opportunity for witness. If you rejoice in the Lord
and keep your focus on the salvation of those who are mistreating you, your life and words can lead them to
the Savior. If your focus is on yourself and getting your rights or getting revenge, you will miss the
opportunity. Satan seeks to thwart the gospel by his subtle strategies. But his more dangerous strategy,
because it is more subtle, is not aggression, but alignment. Those were perfectly true words! Why would Paul
get irritated? If the girl had been shouting out a half-truth, I can see why Paul would be upset. But why was he
upset with her shouting out the truth? As Paul put it 2 Cor. He is doing it in our day through the Mormon
Church declaring itself to be just another evangelical denomination. When Protestants publicly confirm that
they are one with Roman Catholics, the world mistakenly thinks that both groups are just different flavors of
Christianity. You can take your pick in accordance with your preferences. But the truth is, the Roman Catholic
Church and the Mormon Church both proclaim different ways of salvation than the gospel. The gospel always
centers on the person of Jesus Christ and on faith in Him alone as the way of salvation. Note that he explained
the way of salvation, both to Lydia and her group, and to the Philippian jailer and his household People need
adequate understanding in order to believe. They must know who Jesus is and what He claimed. The Jesus
Christ that Paul proclaimed is clearly eternal God in human flesh, who came to bear on the cross the just
penalty that God requires for our sins. He taught that we are justified as a gift by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus Rom.
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3: Why Practice True Devotion to Mary? â€“ Part II of III â€“ Catholicism Has the Answer
Get this from a library! A better freedom: finding life as slaves of Christ. [Michael Card] -- A Better Freedom explores the
biblical imagery of slavery as a metaphor for Christian discipleship.

That could not be further from the truth. God has not rejected the Jews, rather He has always saved a remnant
within Israel. Furthermore, there is coming a day in the future when God will save many Jews to the glory of
His name. In this text Paul highlights a dual-accountability. To the non-Christian, the demand of the word of
God is to believe upon Jesus Christ for salvation. At the same time, the demand given to Christians is to
faithfully proclaim the Gospel to the lost so that they might hear and believe the Good News. Each of us must
identify which camp we fall into and respond appropriately to the commands of the Gospel. No one has the
ability to meet the perfect righteous standard necessary to inherit eternity with God. Therefore, we must look
to Christ Jesus by faith and be clothed in His righteousness. For indeed it is true, everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved! That one way is to possess the righteousness of Christ Jesus, by faith. There
are many people who possess a form of religious zealousness, that are lost. Instead, we are to take the Gospel
to all creation, calling them to repentance and faith in the finished work of Jesus. Christ is the only way to
righteousness! The Scripture has predicted that Christ would effectually save a multi-cultural people for His
own purposes. On one hand, the Bible presents the human responsibility to respond to the Gospel of grace by
faith in order to be saved. On the other hand, Scripture clearly confirms that God is sovereign over everything,
including our salvation. We will never be able to fully reconcile these truths, thus removing the tension.
Therefore, we must join the Apostle Paul and others as we learn to live within this tension. Paul deals with this
issue by emphatically stating that there is absolutely no injustice with God. God will show mercy on
whomever He wills. Likewise, He will harden whomever He wills. This, according to Paul, God will do
according to His own purpose and desire. Does election depend upon human responsibility or the sovereign
will and decree of God? In this text, Paul answers this very important question, helping us understand that
election is according to the will of God alone! In this text, Paul makes it clear that sovereign election is not
inherited. Before he does this however, Paul reveals his great concern for his lost Jewish brethren. What can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord? God is working all things together for good to
those whom God has foreknown, predestined, called, justified and glorified. May the Church worship our
King for His sovereign work of redemption! How has sin impacted the will of fallen men and women? Does
the Bible teach that we are able to trust Jesus in and of ourselves? Before we consider the actual chains of
redemption we must first consider the state of the spiritually dead. We can know, without a doubt, that for
those that know Christ as Savior, God is working all things together for our good. This verse should cause us
to rest in the sovereign goodness of our great God and King! Are we living in great anticipation for the
fulfillment of our salvation? Paul is telling us we should be. By the power of the Holy Spirit we are moved
from being at enmity with God to peace with God. As a result, we are adopted children of our God and
Creator. How radically our lives as Christians would changed if we realized all that is implied in our
inheritance with Christ! However, true saving faith is never alone. To those who are filled with the Holy
Spirit, God intends to change our lives. In this text, Paul gives us some insight into the work of the Holy Spirit
- radically transforming sinners to begin to think, act and speak like Jesus. This step is designed to equip
mature followers of Jesus to live the remainder of our lives on this earth investing in the lives of others.
Disciples making disciples says it all. Christ has commissioned His Church to make disciples. It is to this end
that we commit our lives until Jesus returns. This step is designed to help the follower of Jesus understand the
specific will of God - to live a radically different life. Followers of Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit, being
continually changed so that fruit is produced in our lives in the way we think, act, speak, serve and live, that
looks like the life of Jesus. Christ is calling us to a new pattern of life in Christ! This step is designed to help a
disciple of Jesus consider their own life. As a believer we have been purchased with the blood of Jesus. We no
longer belong to ourselves. Everything we are and everything we have, truly belongs to Him. As a result, Jesus
calls us to follow Him and invest our lives in the only work that has eternal value - the work of advancing the
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Kingdom of God. Come be an investor in the Kingdom of God! This step is designed to help a new believer
progress forward in their walk with Jesus by owning the mission and work that He has entrusted to His people.
Members typically become consumers. Partners, on the other hand, link arms as owners of all that God has
called us to accomplish in His name. Some characteristics of owners are: T is a simple structure designed to
help Christians progress toward maturity in Christ with the express goal of being a disciple that is making
disciples. The five stages should be seen as a tool to help us as a church assist others to move forward in their
relationship and obedience to Jesus as Lord. The first step is partnership. Here we will understand that every
person that is a new creation in Christ is linked to each other as partners. Rather than seeing ourselves simply
as members of a church, the Bible wants us to see each other as partners linked together by one thing - our
position in Christ! Jesus left His Church with a clearly defined mission - Make Disciples! May His people
walk in obedience to this command. We aim to accomplish this by focusing on three areas of emphasis.
Pointing people to Jesus, pointing people to the local church and pointing people to the mission field. As
sinners we are deserving of the righteous wrath of God. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. To
those who are a new creation in Christ, we have been reconciled to God, we have access to God and now Paul
reveals one of the greatest truths found in the Bible. To those who rest in Christ, by grace through faith, there
is now no condemnation. Oh how we praise the magnificent name and salvation of Jesus! If our goal is to all
things to the glory of God, we must be honest and admit that we fail in that endeavor often. Three questions
are key to consider: How are you doing in your wrestling against sin? At the same time the Law cannot help
us experience victory over sin. Instead, left to ourselves we will progress in sin until finally the product of sin
is realized - death and destruction. But oh how valuable the Law of God is to lost people as it reveals our guilt
before God, preparing us to hear and respond to the Good News of the Gospel of grace! To those that have
died, been buried and risen to new live by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, the hold of the Law has been
broken. As a result, for the first time as new creations in Christ we have the ability to resist sin and honor God
as we have received new hearts, minds and souls - not by religious law keeping but by grace alone! We move
out of a relationship where sin is our master and into a slavery to Christ and righteousness. With Jesus as our
Master, our hearts are changed bringing a desire and longing to be obedient to Jesus as Lord, resulting in a
change of fruit that brings honor and glory to God as is edifying to others around us. May we long to
experience the power of the grace of God, where every aspect of our life changes! We have been relocated
from being in Adam to being in Christ. As a result, the power of sin has been severed. As Christians, Paul
instructs us to begin to live as people that are dead to sin and alive to Christ! That work is completely and
solely a work of God alone. There is a responsibility of sinners however. The command from God to sinful
humans - believe! We must come to the end of ourselves, realizing there is nothing we can do to fix our
predicament, and look to Jesus alone - His life, death and resurrection. Next week we will consider the human
side of salvation, that we are commanded to believe the Gospel. It is essential however to first consider the
necessary supernatural work of God. In this text, Jesus highlights the truth that in order for anyone to inherit
eternity in heaven, we are desperately in need of a birth from above. Through Adam came sin, death and
destruction that has impacted every human being. Through Jesus came forgiveness, righteousness and eternal
life to all who believe. Adam initiated death - Jesus conquered death. The question every person must answer
is this:
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4: SparkNotes: I and Thou: Part III, aphorisms 1â€“4: Encountering the Eternal You
Why Study the Life of Christ? (Part III) Bible study on the life of Christ. We are studying the life of Christ for the first six
months of

Parable of the Unforgiving Slave Matthew By the end of this lesson the learner will be able to: Identify what
issues a 1st century Jewish audience would focus on after hearing the parable of the Unforgiving Slave.
Identify the major lessons conveyed allegorically by the main characters. Make applications of the major
lessons to contemporary situations. A chalkboard, marker board, or overhead projector. Lesson Plan for
Conducting the Class Introduction: Lead the class in a prayer that will include asking God to help them
forgive brothers and sisters in Christ who have wronged us when they come asking for that forgiveness. Who
would like to share the results of finding sayings that extols the virtue of humility? Allow people to respond
Share with the learners the lesson objectives. Explain to the learner that even though most translators call the
unforgiving man a "servant", the Greek word doulos means slave that is, someone owned by someone else.
Translators have opted for the word "servant" so as not to confuse readers with the modern experience of
slavery. Slavery in the ancient Mediterranean world was very different. It was not racially based but primarily
an economic arrangement wherein the person worked off a debt. Slaves during this period were "persons" and
not property. They could be educated and even have citizenship. In this parable it appears that the unforgiving
slave is a government official who has been carrying out the business of the king which partially explains the
enormous amount of money given to him. How much was a talent? Some of the learners may remember that
when we examined the parable of the talents lesson 4 that a talent would be equivalent to what a day laborer
could earn after working for 20 years. This is an unfathomable amount. Even Herod the Great, one of the
richest persons to live during this time, could not have paid this amount. A "talent" was the highest currency in
the Near East at the time and 10, was the highest number used in calculating figures. The excessiveness of the
size of the debt helps the listeners to remember it. This may indicate that he went reluctantly because he knew
that his debt was being called in and was unable to pay it. At first the king behaves in a way that Jews would
expect a Gentile king to behave, he orders the man and his family to be sold to recoup some of the losses even
if this is unimaginable. It would take several life times for anyone to pay back such a huge amount. What
emotions do you think this slave would have had upon hearing that his punishment is remitted and his debt
canceled? There may be several answers such as euphoria to bewilderment. Explain to the learners that now in
contrast the fellow slave only owes the first slave roughly four months wages. One talent is equal to denarii.
The unforgiving slave has just been forgiven , times more what the fellow slave is asking mercy for to repay.
The slave is either a Gentile or a disobedient Jew since he is willing to do what the law does not permit,
namely throw this person in prison to pay off a debt. However, a person could be sold into slavery if they were
guilty of theft and could not make restitution Exodus Why do you think that the other slaves respond in the
way they do? Allow for several learners to respond Part II: Since Jews would have been accustomed to Old
Testament images of God as king, they would immediately realize that Jesus is talking about what God does.
Only now Jesus is comparing God to a merciful Roman Emperor! To whom is the parable directed and why?
To Peter and through him to the rest of the disciples who has asked how often he must forgive his "brother"
who has sinned against him v. Matthew is using the story to raise the question, "How often do you forgive a
fellow Christian or Christian leader, if "slave" is used by Jesus to refer to them after they repent? Would Jews
have seen the king as an honorable person? While they certainly could recognize his act of mercy towards the
unforgiving slave, they would have also seen him as ruthless because of the extent to which he will punish a
debtor. It may have been startling for them to hear God compared to a king who can act with mercy but can
also act with ruthlessness. Lessons from the main characters Q: Who are the main characters? The main
characters are the king and the unforgiving slave. The second servant and the fellow servants are necessary for
the story but their actions are not designed to teach one of the main lessons. What main lessons do the king
and the unforgiving servant convey allegorically? There are three lessons: God can and desires to forgive any
amount of sin when we seek his mercy. We should be willing to forgive those who have sinned against us
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when they seek our mercy because God has forgiven us. Contemporary Applications of the main lessons Ask
the learners to give some reasons why Christians will not forgive other repentant Christians who have injured
them. Allow 5 or more learners to respond. Note to the Teacher: During this period you will have to help some
learners distinguish between forgiveness and "holding a grudge". When we hold a grudge we have a desire to
get revenge on those who have hurt us. On the other hand, when we forgive a person, we are asking God to
forgive them and not punish them for their sin. God does not forgive sins unless there is repentance or a spirit
of contriteness In other words, a person may not know they have committed a specific sin but is humble before
God and knows that they are constantly in need of his mercy. It is certainly understandable if someone wants
to say that we should have a "forgiving heart" if they mean that we should also be ready to forgive if a person
is repentant. Allow about 3 learners to respond. They are to list examples of things that are done to them that
they find especially hard to forgive after the person has come to apologize. Allow learners to share their
answers. What are you are looking for is to see if learners will give examples of situations where they have
been wronged by and must forgive another Christian. You may want to point them to passages such as
Matthew 6: Lesson Wrap-up Review the lesson objectives. Let them know the title of next weeks lesson:
Overhead 2 Lessons from the main characters God can and will forgive any amount of sin when we seek his
mercy.
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5: Download Christ is All: Frank Viola Audio - Encountering Christ in Colossians: Part III | Podbean
Part III, aphorisms Encountering the Eternal You. In the third part of I and Thou Buber finally brings God into the picture.
He has already told us that the solution to man's psychological and social ills is going to involve building a new sort of
community, one built on encounter.

Synod of Gangra, ca. There are even some who for gain act as captains or pilots in galleys or Saracen pirate
vessels. Therefore we declare that such persons should be cut off from the communion of the church and be
excommunicated for their wickedness, that catholic princes and civil magistrates should confiscate their
possessions, and that if they are captured they should become the slaves of their captors. We order that
throughout the churches of maritime cities frequent and solemn excommunication should be pronounced
against them. Canon 24, Third Lateran Council, C. As long as such people persist in their wickedness, let all
who are bound to them by any pact know that they are free from all obligations of loyalty, homage or any
obedience. On these and on all the faithful we enjoin, for the remission of sins, that they oppose this scourge
with all their might and by arms protect the Christian people against them. Their goods are to be confiscated
and princes free to subject them to slavery. Those who in true sorrow for their sins die in such a conflict
should not doubt that they will receive forgiveness for their sins and the fruit of an eternal reward. Canon 27,
Third Lateran Council, C. It is not contrary to the natural and divine law for a slave to be sold, bought,
exchanged or given. The purchaser should carefully examine whether the slave who is put up for sale has been
justly or unjustly deprived of his liberty, and that the vendor should do nothing which might endanger the life,
virtue, or Catholic faith of the slave. And if sometimes the tongue in criticism of them slips in the least degree,
the heart must be overwhelmed with penitential grief. It should reflect upon itself, and when it has offended
the power set over it, it should dread the judgment passed against it by Him who appointed superiors. For
when we offend those set over us, we oppose the ordinance of Him who set them above us. Pope Gregory I,
ca. Newman Press, , p. Servants, to wit, that they ever keep in view the humility of their condition; but
masters, that they lose not recollection of their nature, in which they are constituted on an equality with
servants. Servants are to be admonished that they despise not their masters, lest they offend God, if by
behaving themselves proudly they gainsay His ordinance: The former are to be admonished to know
themselves to be servants of masters; the latter are to be admonished to acknowledge themselves to be
fellow-servants of servants. For to those it is said, Servants, obey your masters according to the flesh Coloss.
The purchaser [of the slave] should carefully examine whether the slave who is put up for sale has been justly
or unjustly deprived of his liberty, and that the vendor should do nothing which might endanger the life,
virtue, or Catholic faith of the slave. Statement of the Holy Office of the Vatican, NICHOLAS V "We
therefore weighing all and singular the premises with due meditation, and noting that since we had formerly
by other letters of ours granted among other things free and ample faculty to the aforesaid King Alfonso -- to
invade, search out, capture, vanquish, and subdue all Saracens and pagans whatsoever, and other enemies of
Christ where so ever placed, and the kingdoms, dukedoms, principalities, dominions, possessions, and all
movable and immovable goods whatsoever held and possessed by them and to reduce their persons to
perpetual slavery. This is proved from Holy Scripture. It is also proved from reason for it is not unreasonable
that just as things which are captured in a just war pass into the power and ownership of the victors, so persons
captured in war pass into the ownership of the captors. All theologians are unanimous on this. Official Act of
the Colony of Virginia, Cornell University Press, , p. With men from the North, I have observed for many
years a palpable ignorance of the divine will, in reference to the institution of slavery. I have seen but a few,
who made the Bible their study, that had obtained a knowledge of what it did reveal on this subject. Of late,
their denunciation of slavery as a sin, is loud and long. I propose, therefore, to examine the sacred volume
briefly, and if I am not greatly mistaken, I shall be able to make it appear that the institution of slavery has
received, in the first place, 1st. The sanction of the Almighty in the Patriarchal age. That it was incorporated
into the only National Constitution which ever emanated from God. That its legality was recognized, and its
relative duties regulated, by Jesus Christ in his kingdom; and 4th. That it is full of mercy. I affirm then, first
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and no man denies that Jesus Christ has not abolished slavery by a prohibitory command; and second, I affirm,
he has introduced no new moral principle which can work its destruction. The right of holding slaves is clearly
established by the Holy Scriptures, both by precept and example. In the Old Testament, the Israelites were
directed to purchase their bond-men and bond-maids of the Heathen nations; except they were of the
Canaanites, for these were to be destroyed. In the New-Testament, the Gospel History, or representation of
facts, presents us a view correspondent with that which is furnished by other authentic ancient histories of the
state of the world at the commencement of Christianity. The powerful Romans had succeeded, in empire, the
polished Greeks; and under both empires, the countries they possessed and governed were full of slaves. Many
of these with their masters, were converted to the Christian Faith, and received, together with them into the
Christian Church, while it was yet under the ministry of the inspired Apostles. In things purely spiritual, they
appear to have enjoyed equal privileges; but their relationship, as masters and slaves, was not dissolved. Their
respective duties are strictly enjoined. The masters are not required to emancipate their slaves; but to give
them the things that are just and equal, forbearing threatening; and to remember, they also have a master in
Heaven. The "servants under the yoke" bond-servants or slaves mentioned by Paul to Timothy, as having
"believing masters," are not authorized by him to demand of them emancipation, or to employ violent means
to obtain it; but are directed to "account their masters worthy of all honor," and "not to despise them, because
they were brethren" in religion; "but the rather to do them service, because they were faithful and beloved
partakers of the Christian benefit. And it gives great weight to the argument, that in this place, Paul follows his
directions concerning servants with a charge to Timothy, as an Evangelist, to teach and exhort men to observe
this doctrine. Had the holding of slaves been a moral evil, it cannot be supposed, that the inspired Apostles,
who feared not the faces of men, and were ready to lay down their lives in the cause of their God, would have
tolerated it, for a moment, in the Christian Church. If they had done so on a principle of accommodation, in
cases where the masters remained heathen, to avoid offences and civil commotion; yet, surely, where both
master and servant were Christian, as in the case before us, they would have enforced the law of Christ, and
required, that the master should liberate his slave in the first instance. But, instead of this, they let the
relationship remain untouched, as being lawful and right, and insist on the relative duties. In proving this
subject justifiable by Scriptural authority, its morality is also proved; for the Divine Law never sanctions
immoral actions. If the holding of slaves is lawful, or according to the Scriptures; then this Scriptural rule can
be considered as requiring no more of the master, in respect of justice whatever it may do in point of
generosity than what he, if a slave, could consistently, wish to be done to himself, while the relationship
between master and servant should still be continued. Richard Furman, President of the Baptist State
Convention, Exposition of the Views of the Baptists, Relative to the Coloured Population in the United States
in a Communication to the Governor of South Carolina "If we prove that domestic slavery is, in the general, a
natural and necessary institution, we remove the greatest stumbling block to belief in the Bible; for whilst
texts, detached and torn from their context, may be found for any other purpose, none can be found that even
militates against slavery. The distorted and forced construction of certain passages, for this purpose, by
abolitionists, if employed as a common rule of construction, would reduce the Bible to a mere allegory, to be
interpreted to suit every vicious taste and wicked purpose. George Fitzhugh, Cannibals All! To invade one for
coercion? To blockade a port? To declare slaves free? To suspend the writ of habeas corpus? To create the
state of West Virginia by the consent of two states, one of which was dead, and the other one of which lived in
Ohio? Why trim the hedge and lie about it? We, too, are revolutionists, and you are our executive. The
Constitution sustained and protected slavery. The South is no more to blame for Negro slavery than the North.
Our slaves were stolen from Africa by Yankee skippers.
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6: Encountering Christ in Colossians by Frank Viola | Enjoying Christ
Scholars, of course, are divided over the date and composition of 1 Corinthians and Philemon and disagree over the
location from which each was written. With Sampley and Witherington, I conclude that 1 Corinthians was composed in
Ephesus in the late fall or early winter AD.

Now he tells us more specifically how we are to go about putting this solution to work. What we need to do,
first of all, is move from encountering human beings and nature, to encountering the eternal You, God. The
need to encounter God, Buber tells us, is evident through all of our human encounters. As each human
encounter inevitably peters out into experience, we sense, in our disappointment, that there is something more
that we want. In this way, we come to realize that we are longing for absolute encounter: Once we realize that
we want an encounter with God, we must simply ready ourselves for it and it will take place. Readying
ourselves for encounter with God is one of those mysterious processes that Buber claims is indescribable.
However, he does indicate three necessary ingredients in the process. First and foremost, in order to encounter
God we must truly want to encounter God. Second, in order to truly want to encounter God we must get rid of
the drive toward self-affirmation i. Finally, we must hold together all of the irreconcilable parts of our self
such as the I of Iâ€”It and the I of Iâ€”Thou in a state of paradoxical harmony, a concentration of the soul.
Once we are ready for absolute encounter, we can only wait for God to meet us. And he inevitably will.
Encounter, he tells us, is both active and passive. It is supremely active, on the one hand, because we must will
it to occur with our whole being. On the other hand, it is passive because it is not enough to prepare ourselves
to meet God, we must also be met. Absolute encounter encounter with God involves both choosing and being
chosen. In absolute encounter, God fills the universe for us in a similar way that the other person does in
interpersonal encounter. But the way that God fills the universe is different: In absolute relation, we do not
ignore the rest of the world, but relate to it through relating to God. We comprehend the world while
comprehending God, though not in the sense that we believe falsely that the world just is God, or God just the
world. Instead, we simply understand the universe as it stands in relation to God. Because of this, the absolute
encounter is both exclusive and inclusive. It is exclusive, much like other encounter, because we relate to the
You as if it were all that mattered for us, and see the rest of the universe through its light. It is inclusive
because it is not just the divine being but also His entire universe with whom we are relating in this way.
Analysis Buber thinks that we reach God through encounter with human beings or with nature. In every
fleeting You we get a glimpse of the eternal You and sense the possibility of absolute encounter. We know
that there is the possibility of absolute encounter, in other words, in the same way that we know there is the
possibility of encounter at all: Once again, the same objection can be posed, namely, assuming we even have
this need, why believe that it can be satisfied? Again, Buber does not seem to be making an argument for the
existence of absolute encounter, but merely describing how it is that we happen to become aware of the
possibility of absolute encounter. Again, this leaves Buber with no argument at all for one of his central
claims, but there is the possibility that this is how he wanted it. Perhaps the proof for the existence of divine
encounter is supposed to lie in our active attempts to reach this encounter. If we reach it, we have proof that it
exists. If not, we have no such proof.
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7: Christ is All: Frank Viola Audio by Frank Viola Author on Apple Podcasts
Daily Encounter: A Week-day Devotional by Richard (Dick) Innes of ACTS International. Thursday, April 30, Godspell
Part III "To all who received him [Christ], to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God.".

The Bible is often viewed as a disjointed array of stories, events, laws, propositions, truths, ethical statements,
and moral lessons. But as we will demonstrate in this book, the sixty-six books of the Bible are woven
together by a single storyline. One of the best ways to look at the twenty-seven books of the New Testament
may be to see them as a commentary on the Old Testament. The entire Scriptures, both Old and New
Testaments, are unified by a common narrative. And once our eyes are opened to see that narrative, everything
in both Testaments gels into a coherent, understandable, and amazing story. And what is that story? Sweet,
Leonard; Viola, Frank A significant number of those pages consists of footnotes for each chapter. A
Theography is a difficult book to review. I found some parts of the book very enjoyable, but other parts
somewhat tedious. There are different perspectives taken throughout the book and I think that this ensures that
every reader will find some enjoyment of Christ within its pages. If you enjoy reading the Scriptures, there are
references. If you enjoy types and symbols, these are considered. If you enjoy a historical view, historical
aspects are presented. Plus, I think you will find much, much more. But, you can find all of these things in
many books. Not only Jesus of Nazareth, but the eternal Christ Jesus. Our Lord Jesus is so lovely, so vast, and
so all-inclusive, there is no single book that can fully express Him. A Theography gives us a wonderful view
of Him, and it is rooted in the Scriptures. I recommend this book to all saints, who desire to know our Lord
more deeply. Although, I received this book for free from Booksneeze, but I also purchased an electronic
version, so that I could read the footnotes more easily, and so that I could share it. Disclosure of Material
Connection: I was not required to write a positive review. The opinions I have expressed are my own.
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8: Lesson Three Encounters With God (Acts ) | www.enganchecubano.com
Encountering the Divine - Part III (Not today Satan, not today!) July 13, Rik Leave a comment As some of you may
know, the latter part of my post title is referencing a ubiquitous catch phrase that surfaced out of a somewhat famous
reality TV drag show within the past year.

Why Study the Life of Christ? We are studying the life of Christ for the first six months of So in this brief
series we are exploring the importance of our study, to help us make the best use of our time and be as
productive as possible. Jesus has all authority, including authority to forgive sins, so we need to know
everything possible about Him Matt. From the gospels we learn how to be converted and become disciples,
then how to live as disciples. Our goal is to be like Jesus, though we know people will mistreat us like they
mistreated Him. It is enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave like his master.
Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. The meaning of the phrase is
that Jesus is the best teacher, and best role model we have for teaching. Thus, studying and imitating His
teaching techniques are worthy endeavors. Learn About the Apostles As we learn about Jesus, we also learn
about the twelve apostles who worked with Him for three and a half years. Eleven of these men were
commissioned to teach us the things of God including salvation, the way we should live, and the way we
should conduct ourselves in the church. We learn from their daily experiences and occasional mistakes, while
they lived and worked with Jesus on earth, and then later after Jesus ascension to heaven. Understanding the
background and personalities of the apostles helps us learn life lessons, and better understand the word of God
which was delivered through them 2 Cor. Indeed, we have a relationship with the apostles through the word of
God which they delivered. And having fellowship with the apostles through the word, we have fellowship
with the Father and the Son 1 Jn. Judgment will be based on whether we obeyed Him Heb. If we obeyed Jesus
while on earth, we will be saved. But if we disobeyed, we will be lost. Life on earth is for preparation to stand
before Jesus in judgment. So, studying the life of Christ prepares us for that day. Conclusion Studying the life
of Christ helps us in many ways.
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Not only Jesus of Nazareth, but the eternal Christ Jesus. Our Lord Jesus is so lovely, so vast, and so all-inclusive, there
is no single book that can fully express Him. But, Jesus: A Theography gives us a wonderful view of Him, and it is rooted
in the Scriptures.

Does RuPaul ever age? Drag shows are more entertaining to watch in person either way. This regardless may
happen! Hopefully you can catch up with me on this journeyâ€¦ With the miracle of my father suddenly now
being cancer free; I had some breathing room and was able to completely focus on my new life status: By this
point I had completely been on my own and not receiving financial support from my parents. I applied and
educated myself on all that process and probably within a month I received my first paycheck. No more
money for heavy partying. Luckily I was still able to afford the gym which was within biking distance.
Receiving state benefits, I was required to be actively looking for a job, which I proceeded to do. Not to
mention the economic crisis of was unfolding; the real estate market in Miami was crashing. Everyone was
struggling; jobs were hard to come by. I never in my life had so much free time to think and listen to all the
thoughts in my head. Because who likes to do that day in and day out? I started to get into a yoga class at my
gym around this time; one way of attempting to turn off my brain for an hour at a time at least. Not always
successful Doing yoga helped me realize that even breathing the right way was also a challenge for me.
Needless to say, it was one of the most difficult periods of my life. I had always kept myself busy; whether
work, partying, listening to music, smoking a bowl, cruising online or being at the gym. Some of those
activities had intersected often as well. Ever try lifting weights stoned? NOT a good idea. There were just a
couple of other supportive friends besides Lolita and Helen. It was difficult to relay to them the experiences I
was going through. Slowly I realized I needed more connection with others and some kind of community for
support. A foreign concept for me at the time Gotta keep a tan even while unemployed! More questions started
stirring underneath. Neither by the sermons nor the prophets. I told her about my doubts and concerns. She
lent me a book. My friend recommended it to me and said there was an excerpt in that book in which Maria
Louise spoke about homosexuality. Whenever I did get the book from my friend Miranda, I barely read it. I
flipped through that thing like a madman, until I finally found what I was looking for. It seemed like
something that was casually mentioned in passing, as the sister Marie Louise recounted different brief stories
of various church members that she had encountered in her life since starting the church. She became involved
in community, and eventually ended that relationship. After a few years she met another church member, a
man, who she fell in love with. Soon after they became married and had children. I thought we were good.
Why is this topic coming afloat again??????????? Despite the difficult yet wonderful spiritual experience I had
been undergoing the last few months Timing is everything though. However, I think God knew that. I received
the portion that I needed to not run away from him again this time in my life. To find out why my romantic
relationships always failed? Why I had no clue what I wanted to do with my life? To get to the core of why I
felt like such a hot mess? I found myself feeling overwhelmed again. Could it be true that what the Bible says
about homosexuality is true? And what does even really mean? So far, the recent experiences that had been
happening to me had proven everything I read in the Bible true. He started even years before that; I just had
never taken notice. I started receding back into in all too familiar state; the state of feeling all alone in my life,
like I was in a small raft lost in the middle of a stormy sea. I had no straight male friends at the time. The
Christians at this church, no way could I talk to them. Who was I gonna call? However, opportunities to delve
further into this topic and receive the answers I had sought for so long would soon come aboutâ€¦. It was a
good distraction besides the daily inner thought battle, job searching, and riding my bike to the waterfront
pattern that I had been on. She had one younger sibling, Paula. Her father came to the states to provide his
future family a better opportunity. I shared one of the guest rooms with one of the girls. I know I know, I
advocated for the poor dog but he did have a loose screw and would otherwise take off running to the streets.
They also had a horse in a stable named Payaso which means clown. He finally warmed up enough to me to
let me pet his face by the end of the weekend. He always gave me the stank eye though. Payaso and I finally
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bonding They lived in a town on the outskirts of Orlando which consisted mainly of farmland. I recall that we
went to a Bennigans! They were nearly extinct at that point. Overall, it was a nice distraction to get out of
Miami for a bit and clear my head. It was a 2 day stay. Nothing super eventful, well there was one thingâ€¦
Sometimes the girls would have their girl time and go to a room and chat and what not. Turns out I was also
one of the topics of prayer. I stayed outside or hung out with Don Eugenio the times the girls were doing their
thing. Apparently, she had been kicked out of more than one Catholic church as a teenager because of these
giftings. At that point in time whatever she told me was precisely something I needed to hear at a crucial
moment and it affected me at a deeper heart level. Very odd considering she barely knew me. They just
seemed happier, freer, or just more pressed to continue growing in their faith. I was more like, ok, this is
already beyond my comfort zone and God has me going at my pace. I felt they were more advanced, if that
makes any sense. More in tune with God than I was. Perhaps I was somewhat jealous they still had that. I tried
to remain somewhat present, listening but at times avoiding spiritual discussions whether they were at the
house or driving around. Not that I do that anymoreâ€¦I await the invite. The time to pretend was over though.
Kinda like taking a cigarette break without a cigarette. Cuz in my head, you know, it was all about me. When
the Holy Spirit would tell me something through Helen, it was in the form of a normal conversation. She was
from South America; she had a bit of a thick accent and was difficult to understand at times when speaking in
English. God can use anyone really. What she said next I know she was fully aware of: He told me STOP!
STOP praying for him. This was coming from a girl I had known for a couple of years that claimed that at
times she could see people walking on the streets with demons swarming around their head, tormenting their
thoughts. It was her burden. Personally, I remember being a child and seeing a car pull up next to my parents
and me at a stoplight. I was probably in the back of the car. I guess similar to the one from IT. As far as evil
goes, I believe demons sometimes manifest or shape shift themselves in the forms of our fears. Hence what I
saw. What or who is keeping us blinded? She gradually had opened up and talked about it also. I was equally
intrigued as I was perplexed. To my understanding, once she started attending church God convicted her that
method was wrong and that it distorted his messages.
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