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1: Project MUSE - The Political Economy of American Industrialization, (review)
The Political Economy of American Industrialization, [Richard Franklin Bensel] on www.enganchecubano.com *FREE*
shipping on qualifying offers. In the last decades of the nineteenth century, the United States underwent an extremely
rapid industrial expansion that moved the nation into the front ranks of the world economy.

The term reflected the combination of outward wealth and dazzle with inner corruption and poverty. They
stress greed, scandals, and corruption of the Gilded Age. They set in motion developments that would shape
the country for generationsâ€”the reunification of the South and North, the integration of four million newly
freed African Americans, westward expansion, immigration, industrialization, urbanization. It was also a
period of reform, in which many Americans sought to regulate corporations and shape the changes taking
place all around them. A compromise gave Hayes the presidency in return for the end of Reconstruction and
the removal of federal military support for the remaining biracial Republican governments that had emerged in
the former Confederacy. With that agreement, Congress abandoned one of the greatest reforms in American
history: The United States thus accepted a developing system of repression and segregation in the South that
would take the name Jim Crow and persist for nearly a century. The freed people in the South found their
choices largely confined to sharecropping and low-paying wage labor, especially as domestic servants.
Although attempts at interracial politics would prove briefly successful in Virginia and North Carolina,
African American efforts to preserve the citizenship and rights promised to black men in the Fourteenth and
Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution failed. The West Congress continued to pursue a version of reform
in the West, however, as part of a Greater Reconstruction. The federal government sought to integrate the
West into the country as a social and economic replica of the North. Land redistribution on a massive scale
formed the centerpiece of reform. Through such measures as the Homestead and Railroad Acts of , the
government redistributed the vast majority of communal lands possessed by American Indian tribes to railroad
corporations and white farmers. To redistribute that land, the government had to subdue American Indians,
and the winter of saw the culmination of the wars that had been raging on the Great Plains and elsewhere in
the West since the end of the Civil War. Following the American defeat at the Battle of the Little Bighorn the
previous fall, American soldiers drove the Lakota civil and spiritual leader Sitting Bull and his followers into
Canada. They forced the war leader Crazy Horse to surrender and later killed him while he was held prisoner.
Sitting Bull would eventually return to the United States, but he died in at the hands of the Indian police
during the Wounded Knee crisis. The defeat of the Lakotas and the utterly unnecessary Nez Perce War of
ended the long era of Indian wars. There would be other small-scale conflicts in the West such as the Bannock
War and the subjugation of the Apaches, which culminated with the surrender of Geronimo in , but these were
largely police actions. The slaughter of Lakota Ghost Dancers at Wounded Knee in did bring a major
mobilization of American troops, but it was a kind of coda to the American conquest since the federal
government had already effectively extended its power from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The treaty system had
officially ended in , but Americans continued to negotiate agreements with the Indians. The goal of these
agreements, and American land policy in general, was to create millions of new farms and ranches across the
West. Not satisfied with already ceded lands, reformersâ€”the so-called "Friends of the Indians" whose
champion in Congress was Senator Henry Dawesâ€”sought to divide reservations into individual farms for
Indians and then open up most or all of the remaining land to whites. The Dawes Act of became their major
tool, but the work of the Dawes Commission in extended allotment to the Creeks, Cherokees, Seminoles,
Chickasaws, and Choctaws in Indian Territory, which became the core of the state of Oklahoma. Land
allotment joined with the establishment of Indian schools and the suppression of native religions in a sweeping
attempt to individualize Indians and integrate them one by one into American society. The policy would fail
miserably. Indian population declined precipitously; the tribes lost much of their remaining land, and Indians
became the poorest group in American society. Immigration Between and immigrants prompted much more
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concern among native-born white Americans than did either black people or Indian peoples. During these
years there was a net immigration of approximately 7,, people into the United States. During roughly the same
period, the population of the country increased by about 27 million people, from about 49 million in to 76
million in Before the immigrants came largely from Western Europe and China. Taking the period between
and as a whole, Germans comprised 28 percent of American immigrants; the British comprised 18 percent, the
Irish 15 percent, and Scandinavians 11 percent. Together they made up 72 percent of the total immigration. At
the end of the century, the so-called "New Immigration" signaled the rise of southern and eastern Europe as
the source of most immigrants to America. The influx worried many native-born Americans who still thought
of the United States as a white Protestant republic. Many of the new immigrants did not, in the racial
classifications of the day, count as white. As the century wore on, they were increasingly Catholic and Jewish.
Immigrants entered every section of the country in large numbers except for the South. They settled in
northeastern and midwestern cities and on western and midwestern farms. The Pacific and mountain West
contained the highest percentage of immigrants of any region in and The immigrants forged networks that
shaped how and where they migrated and the kinds of communities they established. Chain migrations linked
migrants to prior migrants. Early arrivals wrote home to bring family, friends, and neighbors to the United
States. Over large swaths of Minnesota, the Dakotas, and elsewhere German was the primary language of
daily life. Tensions between immigrants and the native born over the language to be spoken in public schools,
Sunday closures of businesses sabbatarianism , and temperance reform often put cultural issues and practices
at the center of local and state politics. Taken together, immigration and the end of Reconstruction triggered an
anti-democratic movement to restrict access to the ballot box. They advocated restrictions on voting as a way
to check corruption, elevate political culture, and marginalize thoseâ€”they had in mind immigrants and
blacksâ€”whom they thought incapable of meeting the obligations of republican politics. They sought political
changes that would make it far more difficult for the poor and immigrants to vote. Over time, through poll
taxes, residence requirements, literacy requirements, and more, they would succeed. The mass politics and
high voting rates characteristic of late nineteenth-century America would not outlive the era. Attempts to
restrict suffrage were part of a strong political and social backlash against immigrants that developed over the
course of the century. The United States welcomed immigrants because they were essential to its growing
economy, but nativists opposed immigrants as antithetical to American culture and society. They thought of
immigrants as exotic and inassimilable. In certain situations, however, nativists had allies who were
immigrants or the children of immigrants. Workers, both immigrant and native born, often feared that
corporations were using contract laborâ€”workers recruited abroad at lower wages than those paid American
workersâ€”to undermine American working conditions and the American family, which they defined as a
working man whose wife maintained the home. They opposed certain kinds of immigration. One of the
forgotten reforms of the period, the Foran Act of , outlawed contract labor, but the law proved difficult to
enforce. Alliances of some native-born Americans with some immigrants against other immigrants proved
most effective in the case of the Chinese. Roughly , Chinese immigrated to the United States between and ,
and they became the personification of both the inassimilable immigrant and the contract worker. Although
the Chinese came as free laborers, they were often branded as coolies: Racists had previously claimed that
superior Anglo-Saxons would inevitably replace "inferior" races. But in the West, while Sinophobes saw the
Chinese as exotic and inferior, they also thought the Chinese would triumph over the supposedly superior
white men because they were efficient workers. Immigrants and the native born formed mobs that attacked the
Chinese at Rock Springs, Wyoming, in and expelled them from Tacoma, Washington, in and Seattle in
Congress passed ten-year restrictions on Chinese immigration in and and a permanent exclusion act in Late in
the nineteenth century, those who opposed immigration from Italy, Hungary, and elsewhere compared those
groups to the Chinese. Some immigrants could wrap themselves in the mantle of Americanism if they were
"white" and Protestant. Protestant immigrants, particularly Scandinavians and Scots-Irish, joined the American
Protective Association in to restrict Catholic immigration as it rode a larger wave of anti-Catholicism that
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swept over the country. Aimed initially at Irish and Catholic schools, anti-Catholicism increased its range as
new Catholic immigrants began to arrive. Agricultural, Commercial, and Industrial Development Although
not all of them intended to stay, most immigrants came to the United States for economic opportunity. Cheap
land and relatively high wages, compared to their home countries, were available regardless of citizenship.
The Homestead Act did not require that settlers filing for land be American citizens, and the railroads not only
sold their land grants cheaply, they advertised widely in Europe. The results of this distribution of fertile and
largely accessible land were astonishing. Everything in the late nineteenth century seemed to move faster than
ever before. Americans brought more land under cultivation between and million acres than they had since the
English first appeared at Jamestown in million acres. Farmers abandoned small, worn-out farms in the East
and developed new, larger, and more fertile farms in the Midwest and West. They developed so much land
because they farmed extensively, not intensively. In terms of yields per acre, American farmers ranked far
below Europe. Maintaining fertility demanded labor, which was precisely what American farmers were bent
on reducing. They invested not in labor but in technology, particularly improved plows, reapers, and threshers.
With westward expansion onto the prairies, a single family with a reaper could increase acreage and thus
production without large amounts of hired labor. Arable free lands grew scarcer during the s, forcing more and
more land seekers west into arid lands beyond the 98th meridian. In many years these lands lacked adequate
rainfall to produce crops. The expansion of agricultural lands led to what superficially seems a paradox:
During the same period, the percentage of workers employed in agriculture fell. Such statistics seemed to
reflect a decline in the importance of farming, but in fact, they reflected its significance and efficiency.
Farmers produced more than the country could consume with smaller and smaller percentages of its available
labor. They exported the excess, and the children of farmers migrated to cities and towns. Where at the
beginning of the century exports composed about 10 percent of farm income, they amounted to between 20
and 25 percent by the end of the century. Migration from rural to urban areas dwarfed both foreign migration
and westward migration. The rise of industrial America, the dominance of wage labor, and the growth of cities
represented perhaps the greatest changes of the period. Few Americans at the end of the Civil War had
anticipated the rapid rise of American industry. As the Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics and Labor declared
in , wage labor was universal: The relatively high wages for skilled workers led employers to seek ways to
replace skilled with unskilled or semi-skilled workers. Mechanization provided the best tactic for deskilling
work and lowering wages. Many of the bitterest strikes of the period were attempts to control working rules
and to maintain rather than raise wages. Beginning with the Great Railroad Strike of , through the Great
Upheaval of that culminated in the slaughter at Haymarket Square, then through the Homestead Strike ,
Pullman Strike , and more, the largest confrontations often involved violence and the intervention by state or
federal governments to repress the strikes. Railroads Many of these strikes involved the railroads; the whole
economy seemed to revolve around the railroads. At the end of the s the railroads renewed their expansion.
With a brief break in the s, expansion continued at a reckless pace until
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2: The Political Economy of American Industrialization, by Richard Franklin Bensel
In The Political Economy of American Industrialization, , Richard F. Bensel further develops the argument he first
outlined in Sectionalism and American Political Conflict (), and which he began.

In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Journal of Interdisciplinary History In pages, he
argues that, at the time, the nation maintained a nationalized polity and that sectionally aligned economic
interests formed its pivotal political fulcrum. Bensel surveys economic growth during these years,
emphasizing the uneven development between sections of the country. Industrialization and capital
concentrated in the northeast; an agrarian-based [End Page ] impoverishment characterized the South; and
developing resource exploitation predominated in the West. Economic regionalism overlapped with "the three
great" pedestals of political economy in the Gilded Age: The Republican party developed a political base that
overlapped the areas of greatest industrial development and formulated a policy that "systematically
redistributed wealth from the South to the North" Based, in part, on a content analysis of 1, state party
platforms, Bensel claims that "between and , American politics was unrelentingly focused on national issues"
Bensel claims that the Supreme Court was primarily responsible for shaping the development of a national
market, and he reviews case histories to document his contention. Presidents largely managed monetary
policy, although Congress had much to do with it as well. Congress made the tariff its special policy preserve.
He sees in these data corroboration that the Republican party nurtured a coalition that was oriented around
northeastern industrialism, preservation of the gold standard, tariff protection especially for iron and steel , and
subsidies for union veterans. The author exhibits a knack for constructing interesting indicators, such as his
index of economic development. He maps this and other measures at the county level, in an effective display
technique, and collates his developmental index with congressional districts. Whether all of his evidence adds
up to a convincing reinterpretation of politics in the Gilded Age is debatable. Decisions about
conceptualization, sources Rhodes and Oberholtzer get a second lease on life in the book , and analytical
techniques raise numerous questions. His disregard for the influence of federalism on governance and partisan
culture snubs numerous scholars. Bensel does not inspect voter behavior at the micro local level, although he
generalizes about it. His handling of voting in the House of Representatives and its linkage to the wider
political universe [End Page ] represents a stylized approach to legislative behavior. The book is also repetitive
and overwritten. Northeastern University Note 1. You are not currently authenticated. View freely available
titles:
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3: The Political Economy of American Industrialization,
To ask other readers questions about The Political Economy of American Industrialization, , please sign up. Be the first
to ask a question about The Political Economy of American Industrialization, The narrative of regional competition and
national economic development is.

In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Journal of Interdisciplinary History In pages, he
argues that, at the time, the nation maintained a nationalized polity and that sectionally aligned economic
interests formed its pivotal political fulcrum. Bensel surveys economic growth during these years,
emphasizing the uneven development between sections of the country. Industrialization and capital
concentrated in the northeast; an agrarian-based [End Page ] impoverishment characterized the South; and
developing resource exploitation predominated in the West. Economic regionalism overlapped with "the three
great" pedestals of political economy in the Gilded Age: The Republican party developed a political base that
overlapped the areas of greatest industrial development and formulated a policy that "systematically
redistributed wealth from the South to the North" Based, in part, on a content analysis of 1, state party
platforms, Bensel claims that "between and , American politics was unrelentingly focused on national issues"
Bensel claims that the Supreme Court was primarily responsible for shaping the development of a national
market, and he reviews case histories to document his contention. Presidents largely managed monetary
policy, although Congress had much to do with it as well. Congress made the tariff its special policy preserve.
He sees in these data corroboration that the Republican party nurtured a coalition that was oriented around
northeastern industrialism, preservation of the gold standard, tariff protection especially for iron and steel , and
subsidies for union veterans. The author exhibits a knack for constructing interesting indicators, such as his
index of economic development. He maps this and other measures at the county level, in an effective display
technique, and collates his developmental index with congressional districts. Whether all of his evidence adds
up to a convincing reinterpretation of politics in the Gilded Age is debatable. Decisions about
conceptualization, sources Rhodes and Oberholtzer get a second lease on life in the book , and analytical
techniques raise numerous questions. His disregard for the influence of federalism on governance and partisan
culture snubs numerous scholars. Bensel does not inspect voter behavior at the micro local level, although he
generalizes about it. His handling of voting in the House of Representatives and its linkage to the wider
political universe [End Page ] represents a stylized approach to legislative behavior. The book is also repetitive
and overwritten. Northeastern University Note 1.
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4: The Political Economy of American Industrialization, - Ebook pdf and epub
xxiii + pp. Index, notes, figures, maps, tables. Cloth, $; paper $ In this large and impressive book, Richard Franklin
Bensel argues that the key to American industrial development in the late nineteenth century was the Republican Party.
Although he frames his study as a contribution.

Princeton University Press Format Available: How did the federal judiciary transcend early limitations to
become a powerful institution of American governance? How did the Supreme Court move from political
irrelevance to political centrality? Building the Judiciary uncovers the causes and consequences of judicial
institution-building in the United States from the commencement of the new government in through the close
of the twentieth century. Explaining why and how the federal judiciary became an independent, autonomous,
and powerful political institution, Justin Crowe moves away from the notion that the judiciary is exceptional
in the scheme of American politics, illustrating instead how it is subject to the same architectonic politics as
other political institutions. Arguing that judicial institution-building is fundamentally based on a series of
contested questions regarding institutional design and delegation, Crowe develops a theory to explain why
political actors seek to build the judiciary and the conditions under which they are successful. He both
demonstrates how the motivations of institution-builders ranged from substantive policy to partisan and
electoral politics to judicial performance, and details how reform was often provoked by substantial changes in
the political universe or transformational entrepreneurship by political leaders. Embedding case studies of
landmark institution-building episodes within a contextual understanding of each era under consideration,
Crowe presents a historically rich narrative that offers analytically grounded explanations for why judicial
institution-building was pursued, how it was accomplished, and what--in the broader scheme of American
constitutional democracy--it achieved. Oxford University Press Format Available: Although common wisdom
and much scholarship assume that "big government" gained its foothold in the United States under the
auspices of the New Deal during the Great Depression, in fact it was the Second World War that accomplished
this feat. Warfare State shows how the federal government vastly expanded its influence over American
society during World War II. Equally important, it looks at how and why Americans adapted to this expansion
of authority. Through mass participation in military service, war work, rationing, price control, income
taxation, and the war bond program, ordinary Americans learned to live with the warfare state. They accepted
these new obligations because the government encouraged all citizens to think of themselves as personally
connected to the battle front, linking their every action to the fate of the combat soldier. As they worked for
the American Soldier, Americans habituated themselves to the authority of the government. Citizens made
their own counter-claims on the state-particularly in the case of industrial workers, women, African
Americans, and most of all, the soldiers. Their demands for fuller citizenship offer important insights into the
relationship between citizen morale, the uses of patriotism, and the legitimacy of the state in wartime. World
War II forged a new bond between citizens, nation, and government. Warfare State tells the story of this
dramatic transformation in American life. The period between World Wars I and II was a time of turbulent
political change, with suffragists, labor radicals, demagogues, and other voices clamoring to be heard. One
group of activists that has yet to be closely examined by historians is World War I veterans. Ortiz reveals that
veterans actively organized in the years following the war to claim state benefits such as pensions and bonuses
, and strove to articulate a role for themselves as a distinct political bloc during the New Deal era. In
describing veteran politics and the competitive dynamics between the AL and the VFW, Ortiz details the rise
of organized veterans as a powerful interest group in modern American politics. Mark Wahlgren Summers
Language: For a generation, scholarship on the Reconstruction era has rightly focused on the struggles of the
recently emancipated for a meaningful freedom and defined its success or failure largely in those terms.
Summers depicts not just a heroic, tragic moment with equal rights advanced and then betrayed but a time of
achievement and consolidation, in which nationhood and emancipation were placed beyond repeal and the
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groundwork was laid for a stronger, if not better, America to come.
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5: The Rise of Industrial America, | Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
The Political Economy of American Industrialization, Richard Franklin Bensel Cambridge University Press, Nov 6, Business & Economics - pages.

Cambridge, UK and New York: Cambridge University Press, Net by David L. Carlton, Department of
History, Vanderbilt University. Bensel further develops the argument he first outlined in Sectionalism and
American Political Conflict , and which he began to flesh out more intensively in Yankee Leviathan To
Bensel, as to numerous other observers, the political and the economic events are fundamentally related. The
rise of the Manufacturing Belt he views as essentially the product of its expropriation of the surplus
productions of the periphery, an expropriation advanced by the structure of national politics and directed,
above all, by the Republican Party. The Republicans, he contends, built a carefully balanced program
consisting of three parts: The principal forms of class conflict in late-nineteenth-century America â€” between
sharecroppers and landlords in the South over control of the cotton crop, and between industrial workers and
industrialists in the North over control of the workplace and division of its product â€” had no partisan vehicle
for expression in national politics. In the South, black sharecroppers were ruthlessly suppressed and
increasingly disfranchised as were many poorer whites. The major third-party movements of the period, the
Greenbackers and the Populists, were mainly vehicles for petty independent agricultural producers. With
politics focused on interregional struggles, industrial workers fought out class issues in the workplace rather
than at the ballot box, making the United States unique in the western world for the frequency and violence of
its strikes. Taking heed of critics of his earlier work, Bensel explores at great length the problem of silver
Republicans in the West and Gold Democrats in the East, and the paradox that the predominantly anti-gold
standard Democrats could only win nationally by ceding monetary control to their pro-gold New York wing
â€” control that they fatally took back in The key variables, in his view, were capital flows among the regions.
Western trade regions were major capital importing regions; however, as rapidly developing regions well
integrated into eastern capital markets for mortgages and municipal bonds, their people were divided on
monetary questions â€” mining interests and farmers eager for silver, pro-development elites firm for gold. If
the Manufacturing Belt was in fact built on massive interregional transfers of wealth, the South was its major
victim, and the South was accordingly the region most firmly opposed to the Republican agenda. And here
this reviewer starts running into trouble. To be sure, in pages Bensel takes ample opportunity to state and
restate his contentions, frequently in ways that qualify his stronger claims. But in the end he understands
core-periphery relationships in late-nineteenth-century America to have been fundamentally predatory. What
about countervailing factors? And how much regional disparity can be explained by factors internal to each
region? Finally, as Bensel himself acknowledges at times, the nationalization of the American economy
offered benefits to the periphery as well, through lowered prices on manufactured goods; new, urban markets
for the meat and grain of the West; and even industrial opportunities for peripheral entrepreneurs in textiles,
tobacco, and iron. In short, the evolution of regional relationships in the late-nineteenth-century United States
requires a much fuller analysis than we get here. To be sure, such an analysis may be well beyond his skills
they certainly are beyond mine , and its sheer complexity may render it impossible even to an accomplished
cliometrician. But such analysis, not bald assertion, is precisely what we need. Politicians are, after all, in the
business of interpreting the anxieties of voters, diagnosing them as political problems and promising political
solutions. National economic consolidation generated more regional disparity than either tariff or gold, and
produced new class tensions in the burgeoning industrial cities of the Core. But, as Bensel notes, the policies
underlying the national economy were largely carried through by the judiciary, and were thus insulated from
electoral politics in much the same way that control of contemporary European consolidation has been
insulated from popular opposition by its consignment to the bureaucrats of Brussels. Democrats and
Republicans alike basically welcomed the consolidation of the national economy as potentially enhancing the
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prosperity of all; neither party repudiated the tariff altogether, and, given the central stabilizing role of the gold
standard and its persistence through both Republican and Democratic administrations, one wonders how long
even a Bryan Administration would have insisted on abandoning it â€” especially given the speed with which
the issue fell off the national agenda after Too many people had a stake in economic nationalization for it ever
to have been threatened; the fears it generated, though, had to be expressed politically in a manner that was at
once a plausible depiction of reality and an evasion of it. In other words, at least some of the issues Bensel
regards as central to the creation of the American political economy may have been, in large part, what radical
critics of the American economy said they were: Bensel could convince me otherwise, but only if he provides
an economic analysis to match the subtlety of his political analysis. His principal work-in-progress is a study
of the industrialization of North Carolina, tentatively titled Strategies of Southern Development. Norton, ,
especially chapter 4. Holt, The Political Crisis of the s.

Page 9

POLITICAL ECONOMY OF AMERICAN INDUSTRIALIZATION, 1877-1900
pdf
6: The Political Economy Of American Industrialization | Download eBook PDF/EPUB
A significant contribution to the study of American political and economic history that will influence the field in future
years." Choice "a significant contribution to the literature of the postbellum nineteenth century, which is usually
dominated by business, labor, social, cultural, and intellectual histories.".

Feb 04, Dan Gorman rated it it was ok The narrative of regional competition and national economic
development is insightful. Bensel makes three major claims: The Republican Party after Reconstruction
pursued tariffs in the Congress, and the House in particular. Tariffs negatively affected the South and West,
where farmers had to pay more for foreign goods, but the GOP used tariffs to fund Civil War pensions, which
were popular in the North. This was where most of the corporations and capital in America existed. The
Democrats in the South, West, and even New York City would have preferred free trade, which would have
redirected some money flows from the Northeast to the rest of the country. The Republicans pursued the gold
standard to tie America to international monetary standards. Financiers in New York, an "entrepot" point of
entry for foreign money, could more easily collaborate with their peers in London and other European capitals.
The GOP used the presidency to defend this policy. Secretaries of the Treasury who disliked gold before
taking office wound up supporting it. Even a Democratic president in this period, Grover Cleveland, favored
gold and hard currency. These policies angered groups throughout the country, but primarily in the South,
Plains, and West, that wanted inflation and alternative currencies to gold. The Greenbackers also endorsed
paper currency as a supplement or replacement to gold. Yet the gold standard endured because of the
Executive Branch. The Republicans supported a national market with few corporate regulations and little
union activity. Democrats and some Progressives made attempts at corporate regulation mostly laws reigning
in the railroad conglomerates, plus the Sherman Anti-trust Act and the Interstate Commerce Commission.
However, the Republican-dominated Supreme Court repeatedly upheld corporate activity across state lines.
The result was a growing national economy, with capital based in Eastern corporations. The money flowed
from the West and South to the East. People in the South Florida, primarily and the West did receive a decent
number of patents in this period, but again most of the innovation happened where the factories were â€” the
North and industrial Midwest. By , the GOP had succeeded in creating its national and global economy, which
arguably was necessary to create a "modern" level of industrialization. It is unfortunate that industrialization
disadvantaged so many farmers around the country, though. This book shows that there have been debates
about large versus small government in America for centuries, but at the same time the economic motives of
past Americans were so different from issues today. In , the GOP was pro-large govt. The GOP wanted tariffs,
while the Democrats wanted free trade. In , these positions and the goals politicians want to achieve with them
are totally different. Yeah, I thought about this book a lot, haha. So why only two stars? It is a dull, dry read.
Never touching this one again, if I can help it. Pointing out that Chandler had tacitly assumed features of the
American economy which were politically constructed, especially the existence of a unified national market
which allowed integration and consolidation, Bensel traced the developments of the Gilded Age as the
outcome of interrelated economic and political forces. Noting the relative rarity that democracy and rapid
industrialization have gone hand in hand, Bensel identified three policies supportive of rapid industrialization
which were politically contested in the last decades of the nineteenth century: From an analysis of county level
economic development data, voting patterns and political platforms, Bensel draws the conclusion that the
Republican party was the crucial agent in mediating and reconciling political and economic demands in a way
that facilitated the emergence of the United States as a leading industrial power. Rooted in flexible
Congressional coalitions, the tariff regime could be flexibly tweaked to accommodate changing political
winds, buying support for the less popular legs of the development policy tripod â€” maintenance of the Gold
Standard by the President, which simplified the investment of European capital and protection of an
unregulated national interstate market by the Supreme Court. These policies had victims. The exploitation of
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industrial worker was enforced by legal and military means during the waves of strikes, lockouts and work
stoppages that gripped the North. In the West and the South agrarian interests were harmed by the tariff that
made their inputs expensive and their products cheap, by the deflationary influence of the Gold Standard
which made it harder to pay off northeastern creditors, by local manufactures which were undercut by more
efficient northeastern competitors, and by the unfavorable terms on which they were forced to transport their
crops to distant markets. While the dexterity of the Republican Party explains half of the maintenance of voter
support for policies that resulted in gross wealth inequalities, the regional character of exploitation fills in
missing puzzle pieces for Bensel. Support within the emerging industrial core of the northeast could be muted
by the accruing local benefits and the fierce political loyalties ingrained during the Civil War. In the defeated
South Bensel conceptualized the process of disfranchisement following the end of Reconstruction as the
reinstatement of regional political autonomy by ex-Confederate nationalists, a process which both muted
challenges to northeastern capital and made it difficult for the South to partner effectively against it.
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7: Political Economy | Analysis
The Political Economy of American Industrialization, By Richard Franklin Bensel. (New York: Cambridge University
Press, xxiv, pp. Cloth, $, ISBN

Mostly, it occurs when the brand new readers stop using the eBooks as they are not able to utilize all of them
with the appropriate and effective fashion of reading these books. There present number of reasons behind it
due to which the readers stop reading the eBooks at their first most attempt to make use of them. Nonetheless,
there exist some techniques that could help the readers to have a good and powerful reading experience.
Someone should adjust the suitable brightness of display before reading the eBook. It is a most common issue
that almost all of the people usually bear while using an eBook. Due to this they suffer from eye sores and
head aches. The very best option to overcome this severe difficulty is to decrease the brightness of the screens
of eBook by making particular changes in the settings. It is suggested to keep the brightness to potential
minimal amount as this will help you to increase the time that you can spend in reading and give you great
comfort onto your eyes while reading. A good eBook reader ought to be installed. It will be helpful to really
have a good eBook reader in order to truly have a good reading experience and high quality eBook display.
You can also make use of complimentary software that may provide the readers with many functions to the
reader than only an easy platform to read the desirable eBooks. Aside from offering a place to save all your
precious eBooks, the eBook reader software even provide you with a lot of features as a way to improve your
eBook reading experience compared to the conventional paper books. You can even improve your eBook
reading experience with help of choices provided by the software program such as the font size, full screen
mode, the particular number of pages that need to be exhibited at once and also alter the colour of the
background. You must take proper breaks after specific intervals while reading. Many of the times we forget
that we are designed to take breaks while we are coping with anything on the computer screen and are
engrossed in reading the content on screen. Continuous reading your eBook on the computer screen for a long
time without taking any break can cause you headache, cause your neck pain and suffer from eye sores and
also cause night blindness. So, it is important to give your eyes rest for some time by taking breaks after
particular time intervals. This can help you to prevent the problems that otherwise you may face while reading
an eBook always. While reading the eBooks, you must prefer to read enormous text. So, boost the size of the
text of the eBook while reading it on the display. It is recommended not to go for reading the eBook in
fullscreen mode. Though it might seem easy to read with full screen without turning the page of the eBook
fairly often, it set lot of anxiety on your own eyes while reading in this mode. Constantly prefer to read the
eBook in the same length that will be similar to the printed book. This really is so, because your eyes are used
to the span of the printed book and it would be comfortable for you to read in exactly the same manner. By
using different techniques of page turn you can additionally boost your eBook experience. Check out whether
you can turn the page with some arrow keys or click a particular section of the screen, apart from using the
mouse to handle everything. Try using the mouse if you are comfortable sitting back. Lesser the movement
you have to make while reading the eBook better is going to be your reading experience. This will help to
make reading easier. By using each one of these effective techniques, you can definitely enhance your eBook
reading experience to a terrific extent. These tips will help you not only to prevent specific hazards that you
may face while reading eBook frequently but also facilitate you to take pleasure in the reading experience with
great relaxation. The download link provided above is randomly linked to our ebook promotions or third-party
advertisements and not to download the ebook that we reviewed. We recommend to buy the ebook to support
the author. Thank you for reading.
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