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In , the Bilingual Education Act allocated funding to individual school districts for the creation of bilingual
education programs. As part of the Equal Educational Opportunity Act EEOA of , the federal government
required schools to recognize the language barriers in migrant communities and offer support for non-English
speaking students. However, this act failed to address the specific non-economic barriers faced by migrant
workers and their families so it was amended in to include the Migrant Education Program MEP. Eligibility
requirements are solely based on the mobility of children and not on their economic or cultural struggles as
migrants. This was because Title I already focuses on economically disadvantaged children, so it was assumed
that children who qualify for MEP would be receiving benefits from those pre-existing anti-poverty programs.
To be included in the Migrant Education Program, children must have had moved school districts for
temporary or seasonal agricultural work within the past 3 years. In , the MEP expanded in scope by including
migratory fishing, meat-packing, and other agriculture-related jobs into the categories of eligibility. These
goals include supporting educational programs to address educational disruptions, protecting migrant children
from being penalized for the differences between State curriculums and graduation requirements, designing
assistance programs to address the special needs of migrant children. Second, not all migrants are treated
equally by the EDEA: Each year, it serves at least 7, students who qualify for the program by being 16 years
of age or older and not currently enrolled in school. Additionally, the HEP provides free transportation, and all
of its staff members are bilingual. CAMP was originally created through the U. Office of Economic
Opportunity program of before being shifted to the U. Department of Labor the following year and to the U.
Department of Education in CAMP is funded through discretionary grants that are granted to different
non-profit organizations and institutions of higher education. These grants are awarded so that different
institutions can provide financial aid, career counseling, tutoring, summer enrichment programs, etc. Right
now, CAMP only supports roughly college students per year. The downside to the Even Start program is that
many adults are not able to complete their education due to time constraints and lack of childcare. Many
programs focus on assisting migrant workers to secure work and decent living conditions, while other
programs focus on education. Non-profit organizations offer different types of educational services for
migrant workers and their children. Some work with migrants to upgrade or teach technical skills that would
be helpful for finding employment. Other organizations aim to educate migrants on workplace rights, so that
they are knowledgeable on how to handle workplace abuse, which is common among undocumented migrant
workers. Migrant students generally have lower standardized test scores than the district or state-wide average.
The earlier a student immigrates to the United States, the higher their chances are at completing high school.
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Mexican-American Migrant Farmworkers Testify before Congress In the early 20th century, large-scale
commercial agriculture displaced family farms, tenant farmers, and sharecroppers. Hand labor, however,
remained more cost effective for harvesting certain fruits and vegetables. Farmworkers under this new system
were hired only for seasonal work and had to travel frequently. The National Labor Relations Act of
established rights of industrial workers to unionize. Organized efforts by unions and others to rescind the
exemption failed in subsequent years. Although California enacted the first state legislation to protect farm
labor union organizing in , other states did not follow, and many union gains in California have since been
lost. In the following testimony from a Senate hearing, migrant farmworkers from Florida and Texas discussed
their experiences and problems. Since , fresh fruit consumption in the U. Living and working conditions for
migrants remain poor in much of the country. Chairman, members of the subcommittee, I have prepared a
statement that I would like to present to you. This statement is based on what I myself lived through since I
was old enough to work and became a migrant at the age of 5. Based on my experience and how I continue to
see the way my people suffer, in this statement I would like to express my feelings, as well as my opinions,
and the feeling and opinions of others that I have worked with side by side in the fields. Of all the groups
living in poverty, the migrant farmworker and his family in general suffer the greatest socioeconomic
deprivation. The migrant farmworker and his family travels throughout the Nation, living from day to day,
depending upon his luck that the crops are good and that nothing happens, for instance, while he travels on the
road. Him and his family will eat as little and as cheap as he can, for he has very little money to get there. If
his car breaks down, the mechanics overcharge him as much as they feel they can get away with. Because of
bad weather and the time that laps between each crop, it is impossible for him to save any moneyâ€”plus the
high cost of living, plus the excessive amount of rent that he has to pay for the rat and roach infested pigpen
that him and his family are forced to live in while he lives in Florida. So when crops are over in the State of
Florida, there is no way that he can continue to survive, so he migrates. And because of that the migrant
farmworkers have had great difficulties in their employment relationships, much of this arising out of
exploitation and abuse by irresponsible farmers and crew leaders who sometimes underpay them, short count
them, and overcharge them for transportation. Crew leaders on occasions, collect wages from the employers
and then abandon the workers without paying them. His mobility deprives the migrant of many of the basic
social services that are available to the local poor such as welfare, medical coverage and care, vocational
rehabilitation, and day care for children. More than often his housing does not meet code standards. Our
children are pulled out of schools so that they may help provide for the family in the fields or at home taking
care of smaller children so that mothers can work. Our children suffer regardless of what you do. If he goes to
school, often he goes without breakfastâ€”and if you are able to find out about the free lunch program and was
able to take the insults or had the courage to fight for it, and find someone to fill out the forms, then your child
might get lunch. For there are very few schools who have people who will search for ways to help you and
many persons who will search for as many ways possible to keep you from getting such services. This is also
true in some of the Federal and State local agencies. For we have a very discriminatory and humiliating
welfare system and unconstitutional residency requirements for receiving welfare and health services. What
this system and our society is going to have to know and understand is that the migrant farmworker, even
though tired, uneducated, hungry, and sick, have contributed and sacrificed just as much as anyone else and
more than most to this Nation. We have cultivated this earth, planted and harvested all crops for generations in
order to provide all the luxuries in food, clothing, and many other items that those of society which surrounds
us enjoy today. My people, the migrants in general, composed of all types of Americans, regardless of race,
color, or religion, our fathers, our sons, our kin, have died in wars fighting for the security and peace of this
Nation as well as in the fields while harvesting the crops because of irresponsible farmers and their
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insecticides sprayed in the fields. Hunger, malnutrition, sickness, and lack of education will continue to exist.
Our children will continue to suffer because children cannot study if they are hungry, always ill, and trying to
do homework in hot and crowded shacks. And our men today will continue to lack the initiative and power
because a hungry man with children who are sick and suffering from malnutrition, who must be constantly
struggling to live and keep his family alive will soon tire and if he continues to seek assistance in the
traditional government-processed way, and makes no headway, God knows how long he will be patient in his
struggle to get his children out of the cycle of poverty that this system, through discriminatory legislation, has
kept. Chairman, members of this subcommittee, of all things I have said I hope you have paid attention. With
all my heart I have presented some of the problems that have existed since past generations and continue to
exist to this day. I have lived them, experienced them, and suffered them. This is not hearsay. I am sure that
others have told you the same things I have spoke about. Some of you have seen them with your own eyes.
We have no reason to lie for we have nothing to lose for we have never had anything. But more and more
people are joining together and soon there will be enough people to keep men in power who will make, pass,
and enforce laws that will be fair and equal to all Americans, just as there will be enough people to bring down
those in power who are favorable to one group only because of personal gain. Therefore, discriminary
legislation practices should continue no more. Programs such as housing loans, small business loans which the
migrant has never heard about until others who have recently come into this Nation. Do something about the
migrant so he can pull himself out of this repeating cycle. Change all discriminatory laws and attitudes. The
men who are in power must help the powerless to gain power and all rights entitled to him. Bad programs of
the establishment must be eliminated for good programs. Those which dispute the powers that be and fight for
the poor must be maintained and encouraged in their activities. If the poor are not given extra encouragement
and help in gaining power over their own lives and influence into the general society in order to eliminate
poverty; if the governments, local and national, do not respond to the real needs of the poor through traditional
processes, the poor will find other ways to make their needs known and to gain power. You mentioned you
were sold to a sugar beet company? Well, through our crew leader, through a person who had a truck who
recruited labor who found out that the sugar beet company in Ohio happened to be in need of labor and so he
just went around and since he was known to most of the people there, even to my father, these families were
talked into coming to Ohio where the word that he gave was you can sweep money with a broom. So this is
the way we were sold in the State of Ohio. I remember that it was a little town called Metamora, Ohio. But we
were kept there anyway because the man who brought us there just brought us there for what he got and he
returned. We never seen him no more. Yes, and we created a big debt. My father and all the rest of the
families got in real bad debt. They split up the families, the company did, and found other various jobs so that
they could pay for the food that they had eaten, my father. And my cousin, which was the oldest one in our
family, was the one who worked along with him. The job that they got was the railroad company, railroad
tracks, working on the railroad. After he paid, after they paid the debt and we were able to make enough
money to try to return to Texas, we only made it as far as Osceola, Ark. So therefore we decided to end our
journey there and maybe try to make a little more money and give my sister a chance to get well. So that is
where we stopped and then from Arkansas then we traveled into Missouri and from Arkansas and Missouri we
started migrating into Durand, Wis. The only reason we went to Wisconsin was because when I was about, 1
year, there was 1 year, way after we had already started migrating back into Ohio to pick tomatoes and Indiana
to pick tomatoes and Michigan to pick cherries. I was 12 years then. I was able after being tested by the
foreman to prove my ability to do the job. Then we started going into Wisconsin. Juarez, you mentioned then
when you were 12 you became a full-fledged worker on your own, is this right? No, I was working in the
fields. I became a migrant when I was 5 and then actually I was about 6 years old when I was working in the
fields because that is when we started picking cotton, pulling cotton, chopping cotton. Do you still make your
living as a migrant? My wife still works out in the field, yes. What sort of work do you do now? Can you tell
the subcommittee why migrant workers continue this kind of a life? Well, for some it is possible sometimes,
but on very few occasions it is possible. Am I going to be able to do this job that I am able to get? If I am not
able, they will probably fire me. If they fire me, how am I going to pay my rent? Who is going to help me?
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Who is going to lend me any money? Thus these questions go in your mind and a lot of them try. They will try
for 3 and 4 years, continue to try each time in a place where it might look favorable to them where they see
that there might be a job that they might be capable to do. But then there are doubts and, not knowing anyone
in the community and then going into town and you get looks, people look at you with a question in their face
like, what is this person doing here, where did he come from? Or the police is liable to pick you up for
vagrancy if you are just standing out there trying to find a job or be friendly with anyone. Your feeling is that
most migrants feel helpless and as if they are sort of trapped in the sort of lives they live, is this right? Yes;
that is true. They would prefer other types of employment if they felt they could get it? The majority of them,
every one of them I believe would like to do something different, you know. Some of them would like to
continue and work, you know, but with a decent wage, with a decent wage. Juarez, have you ever tried as a
migrant either alone or with others to talk to your employers and try to get the salaries up, the wages up, or
other working conditions corrected? Yes; a lot of times. What has your experience been? So its very bad, you
know, for that. It creates a bad feeling because then they can usually pay somebody else even in the group, for
example, to deal with you in many ways. That has not been your experience? What about political power of
the migrant worker? You are not going to be there to vote in future years, and they all know it. What about the
place where you stay between crops and over the winter?
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Worker Protection Standard Migrant Health Issues The health issues that face migrant and other mobile
underserved populations are similar to those faced by the general population but are often magnified or
compounded by their migratory lifestyle. Mobility results in poor continuity of care and simultaneously
increases the need for care. Health care access Migrants struggle with similar challenges as other underserved
populations regarding access to health care, but face the additional barriers of mobility, language, and cultural
differences, lack of familiarity with local health care services, and limited eligibility to publicly and privately
funded health care programs. While the uninsured rate for underserved Americans has dropped since the
adoption of the Affordable Care Act, anecdotal evidence indicates that many migrant workers like
farmworkers are unable to afford co-pays and deductibles. Migrants are on the move -- but their health care
might not follow. Their migratory lifestyles bring them out of their provider networks, reducing access further.
Undocumented workers remain ineligible for coverage under the ACA. Fear of deportation and contact with
governmental agencies makes access to health care even more complicated for undocumented migrants.
En-route health needs Migrants who are en route to a new location may encounter additional health risks such
as heat or cold stress, dehydration, and exposure to disease, when crossing borders or traveling within a
country. At work Immigrant and migrant populations work in some of the riskiest industries in the country
including agriculture, forestry, fishing and construction. Immigrants have higher rates of injury and fatality
compared to workers in other sectors. In fact, foreign born workers are more likely to die on the job than those
born in the US. Learn more on our Environmental and Occupational Health page. Toxic exposures
Farmworkers are exposed to pesticides in the fields. Farmworker families are also exposed. Paraoccupational
exposure results from direct contact with farmworkers, such as parents or household members. Children and
family members may also be exposed by pesticide applications and from pesticide drift. Migrant workers may
be exposed to household and industrial cleaners, industrial manufacturing products, and other chemical
exposures. Chemical exposure poses a huge range of health risks. Legal and regulatory concerns There is a
long history of agricultural exclusions under various laws, resulting in insufficient on-the-job protections for
farmworkers.
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January 11, 7: After 20 years of displacement and war in northern Uganda, women with disabilities - physical,
sensory, mental and intellectual - face an even more complex and grueling process of return and relocation
than their neighbors. They experience stigma and sexual violence and are often denied access to health care
and justice. The fundamental human rights guarantees of equality and non-discrimination are legally binding
obligations and do not need instrumental justifications. That said there is a growing body of evidence that
human rights-based approaches, and these key guarantees in particular, can lead to more sustainable and
inclusive development results. Even in countries where there have been significant gains toward achieving the
MDGs, inequalities have grown. The MDGs have supported aggregate progressâ€”often without
acknowledging the importance of investing in the most marginalized and excluded, or giving due credit to
governments and institutions which do ensure that development benefits these populations. Recognition of this
shortcoming in the MDGs has brought an increasing awareness of the importance of working to reverse
growing economic inequalities through the post framework, and a key element of this must be actively
working to dismantle discrimination. Under international law, this requires states to identify and eliminate
discrimination and ensure equality. This may require legislative or administrative reform to repeal
discriminatory provisions or address discriminatory practices by the government or private actors, a change in
resource allocation, or educational measures. The post frameworkshould embody the responsibility of states,
when acting together or alone, to take proactive measures to identify and address entrenched discrimination,
both direct and indirect. Itshould embody the responsibility of states, international institutions, and
corporations to avoid and remedy discrimination for which they are directly or indirectly responsible. The
framework should go some way toward achieving this by including goals, targets, and indicators directed at
reducing discrimination and ensuring that the social and economic needs of the most marginalized
communities are being addressed fairly, and at reducing wealth inequalities more broadly. Recommendations
Targets and indicators in the post framework should be designed to reduce existing inequalities, address
entrenched discrimination, and realize the social and economic rights of the most in need while also remaining
feasible, affordable, and implementable. The post framework should emphasize the importance of
development reaching the most marginalized populations, including indigenous peoples. It can go some way
toward achieving this by including: A specific target of addressing the social and economic needs of the most
marginalized or discriminated against groups in each country. The framework should establish the
methodology for identifying marginalized or disadvantaged groups, but the groups identified would vary
country to country. Indicators should look to identify structural discrimination, including consideration of
discriminatory laws and discrimination by private actors. Considerations should include whether governments
have non-discrimination laws that bind public and private entities with a definition of discrimination
consistent with international human rights law , require public and private institutions to develop
non-discrimination action plans, and fully implement such laws and policies. Indicators should measure
realization of urgent social and economic needs of the most marginalized populations. Indicators which
measure the achievement of each target for the most marginalized or discriminated against groups in each
country. In order to achieve this, disaggregated data will be essential. It may not be feasible to disaggregate
date by all potential grounds of discrimination. The post framework should emphasize the importance of
development reaching the poorest. A specific target of addressing the social and economic needs of the poorest
two wealth quintiles in each country. Indicators which measure the achievement of each target by wealth
quintiles. This will require the collection of data along wealth quintiles. A specific target on reducing income
inequalities within countries, with an emphasis on reducing the gap between the richest and poorest quintiles
Other human rights treaties have since prohibited discrimination on the grounds of marital status, [xiii] descent
or ethnic origin, [xiv] disability, [xv] nationality, [xvi] age, [xvii] and economic position. HIV status ,
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homelessness, or because they engage in sex work. Discrimination also includes incitement to discriminate
and harassment. This includes addressing the urgent social needs of such populations as well as assessing
difficulties that marginalized and excluded groups experience in enjoying economic, social and cultural rights,
and taking the necessary steps to address these difficulties. According to Bureau of Justice Statistics
approximately 3. The relationship between discrimination, inequality, and poverty can also be seen, for
instance, in Burma. Discrimination against certain ethnic minorities is widespread in Burma and addressing
this discrimination should be a key element of poverty reduction strategies. The Burmese government has long
denied Rohingya the right to obtain citizenship in Burma, which has facilitated human rights abuses against
them and rendered them stateless, posing a serious obstacle to achieving a durable solution to the sectarian
violence in Arakan State and resolving the situation of Rohingya refugees. As international donors enhance
engagement with the Burmese government in response to significant governance and human rights reforms,
donors and the government should work to address the urgent social needs of the most in need. As set out
below, dismantling discrimination and addressing inequality requires a range of fully implemented laws,
policies and programmes, and may include temporary special measures. It may also require a change in
resource allocation, with devotion of greater resources to marginalized groups. Maintenance of
state-sponsored discrimination can undermine development activities for specific sectors of the population,
even if overall a country is meeting its goals and indicators. It has doubled female primary school enrollment
in 10 years, and more than halved infant mortality. According to some studies, both the rich and the poor have
benefitted from these gains. However, Human Rights Watch research demonstrated that certain women and
families may not benefit from these societal gains due to discriminatory family laws that push them deeper
into poverty. Dismantle Discriminatory Practices The post framework should recognize the importance of
identifying, prohibiting, and dismantling discriminatory practicesâ€”both of both a direct and indirect
natureâ€”for poverty alleviation. Governments should implement the necessary strategies, policies, and action
plans, which may include temporary special measures to accelerate the achievement of equality, to address
discrimination. Yet millions of children suffer from discriminatory barriers to education and either never
attend school or are compelled to leave school early. While MDG 2 highlighted equal education for girls, it
did not highlight other discriminatory barriers to education. As a result, children with disabilities represent a
significant proportion of the , primary school age children who remain out of school in Nepal. These patterns
are replicated elsewhereâ€”globally, children with disabilities are less likely to start school and have
significantly lower rates of school completion than non-disabled children. The government, donors, and
international institutions need to take the necessary steps to address the barriers that keep children with
disabilities from attending school. Human Rights Watch research has also documented how discrimination and
abuse against women and children has impacted their ability to access quality health care. Similarly, Human
Rights Watch found in a report that efforts to roll out antiretroviral treatment in Kenya had limited impact as
they failed to address the discrimination, stigma, abuse, and neglect that many people living with HIV
experience. Human Rights Watch identified a range of barriers and forms of discrimination which children
faced in accessing HIV testing and treatment. HIV-positive mothers who were victims of violence and
property rights abuses were unable to access treatment for themselves or their children because they could not
afford transport to health centers or enough food to avoid serious side effects from the drugs. Parents or
caregivers lacked accurate information about medical care for children, or avoided testing and treatment
because of stigma and discrimination. Orphans also faced neglect and abuse. HIV testing and treatment
programs should work to remove discriminatory barriers to care. Address Discrimination by Private Actors
Discrimination by private actors in workplaces, the provision of services, or other sectors of society may
prevent the enjoyment of human rights. Gender-based violence is a form of private discrimination that may
prevent some women equal access to the benefits of state or donor-led development programs.
Nondiscrimination in the workplace is enshrined as a core labor right and key to addressing inequality and
poverty. Human Rights Watch research has shown how user fees and transport costs present a barrier for
poorer families are burdened in accessing health care or education. It can go some way toward achieving this
by including indicators which measure the achievement of targets by wealth quintiles, with a specific target of
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addressing the social and economic needs of the poorest two quintiles. Several NGOs have suggested also
including a specific target on reducing income inequalities within countries, with an emphasis on reducing the
gap between the richest and poorest quintiles The post framework should recognize the risk of discrimination
in development policies and actively prevent against it. Human Rights Watch has documented discrimination
in the distribution of aid, disproportionate negative impacts of development policies, and failure in project
design to consider at-risk groups. We have also documented how development initiatives have violated the
rights of indigenous peoples rather than seeking to realize their social and economic rights while respecting
their cultural rights. There is no reference in the MDGs to people being hurt or disadvantaged by development
efforts. Nor do many developing country governments, bilateral donors, or the international financial
institutions use a human rights framework for understanding, mitigating, and remedying the harm that may
result from development efforts. An explicit focus within the MDGs and in development strategies on human
rights and associated principles of transparency, consultation, participation, and accountability could have
helped to correct this. Avoid Discrimination in the Distribution of Aid Too often, government funds or
development aid are misused for political gain rather than investing in the realization of social and economic
rights. This can come in the form of outright corruption, in discrimination on the basis of political opinion in
the distribution of aid, or in investing in areas where politicians will most benefit rather than investing in the
areas of greatest need. Local officials denied these people access to seeds and fertilizer, agricultural land,
credit, food aid, and other resources for development on the basis of their political opinion. The post
framework should acknowledge this risk and work to prevent it. Design Projects to Consider At-Risk Groups
and Avoid Adverse Impacts Governments and donors should ensure that their development strategies and
projects are designed to consider at-risk groups and avoid any adverse rights impacts and develop accessible,
effective accountability mechanisms for those discriminated against. The scheme is also described as a
voluntary one. It is anything but. Our research shows that people are being forced to move against their will
and government soldiers have beaten and abused those who have objected to the move. Fear and intimidation
are widespread amongst affected populations. Despite government pledges, the land near the new villages still
needs to be cleared, while food and agricultural assistance have not been provided. As a result, some of the
relocated populations have faced hunger and even starvation. The post framework should expressly commit to
the protection of indigenous peoples rights and prevent against violations of these rights in the name of
development. Also in Ethiopia, Human Rights Watch has documented forced relocations of agro-pastoralist
indigenous peoples linked to the creation of , hectares of state-run sugar plantations along the Omo River.
State security forces used intimidation, assaults and arbitrary arrests when people questioned the relocations or
refused to move. The Ethiopian government has failed to meaningfully consult, compensate, or discuss with
these communities alternative means of livelihoods. It recognizes beneficiaries of aid as rights-holders with
legal entitlements and identifies governments and their partners, including international institutions, as duty
bearers with correlating obligations to meet those entitlements. All of the core human rights treaties adopted
since the UDHR contain legal obligations related to equality and non-discrimination. This requires states to
establish equality under the law and address policies, programs, or even stereotypes that create or perpetuate
discrimination. It requires particular attention to the needs of protected groups, the impact of programs on their
respective rights, and the establishment of procedures to ensure accountability and participation in
development that affects them. It also requires that human rights standards guide all stages of programming.
Duty-Bearers The commitment to equality and non-discrimination should extend not only directly from states,
but also from donors and multilateral organizations. In compliance with their international obligations, states
should respect the enjoyment of human rights in other countries and prevent third parties, through political or
legal means, from interfering with the enjoyment of rights. Thus, all actors engaged in development should
adopt a rights-based approach to their work, which requires a specific action to ensure equality and
non-discrimination in process and outcome. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. Accelerating
the MDGs with Equity. Retrieved Janiary 8, , from http: Decisions around data collection must be considered
within the human rights context of any country. For instance, in countries where there are discriminatory laws
against people on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity, or where people are routinely targeted for
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their sexual orientation or gender identity, any system of data collection disaggregated on these grounds must
not put people at risk. How reducing inequality could give our children a better future.
5: "The Cycle of Poverty": Mexican-American Migrant Farmworkers Testify before Congress
Any investigation of "political learning" among adult migrants to the city necessarily assumes that whatever political
orientations migrants transfer to the city are subject to modification or replacement in the postmigration period.

6: Discrimination, Inequality, and Povertyâ€”A Human Rights Perspective | Human Rights Watch
Convicted murderers and terrorists are among the group of "harmless, poor" migrants in the caravan approaching the
U.S. border WAVES of migrant caravans now targeting the United States in escalation of human invasions.

7: Farm Workers Are Taking On Poor Pay And Conditions -- And Winning | HuffPost
The migrant crisis is one of the clearest examples of the damage that can be wrought by weak or nonexistent
governance. While there are many interventions that must be undertaken to address this crisis, a political approach is
among the most crucial, as it is in the political realm that institutions are ultimately built or demolished.
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