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1: Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, , McAdam
Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, , 2nd Edition by Doug McAdam was a useful book to
understand the ways in which different organizations or institutions worked together to end segregation in America
politically, economically and socially.

In the struggle to redefine the minority status, the farm workers, women, blacks and students together with the
other groups struggle to effect certain specific economic and political structural changes in the society. The
current state of social movement within sociology does not allow them, however. There are two models of
social movements that are evaluated in this book: The author of the book builds on the critiques of both the
classical model and the resource mobilization model, and comes up with a third model: In his arguments, the
author believes that all social movement models imply adherence to a far much general conception of political
power that is institutionalized. Structure of the book In the first chapter, the classical model is discussed. The
author starts by claiming how there has been questioning of the accuracy of the pluralist model as a
description of the American political system. It is at this point that the author discusses the effect of the
distributed power o rather failing to concentrate the power. Similarly, status inconsistency where an individual
has discrepancies in their social status and its impact on subjective tensions are discussed. The chapter ends
with a discussion of the weaknesses of the classical model. In chapter 2, the resource mobilization model is
discussed. The model is based as an alternative to the classical model. However, the model is termed as a
deficient alternative due to its flaws. Unlike the classical model, the RM model links to elite theory, where it is
argued that individuals across social movement have different levels of powers. The mass base has many
political capacities, especially considering their ability to form indigenous social networks. The model
emphasizes that social movements can thrive provided there is a health funding from prior organizations and
groups. The RM theory emphasizes that the collective definition of grievances by social movements makes it
easy for their voice to be heard. The political process model is outlined in chapter 3 and discussed in a similar
way. It is proposed as an alternative for the RM model and the classical model. Chapter 4 discusses and
stresses on the empirical implications of the three models. From chapter five all the way to chapter eight, the
development of social movement is analyzed in a chronological order. In chapter six, the period of emergence
of the movement Heyday of civil rights protest is analyzed The reaction of the whites towards the same is also
analyzed. Chapter 8 analyzes the period from to , discussing the decline of the movement. Chapter 9 is simply
a closer synthesis of the previous eight chapters. Analysis of the book Doug McAdam reasons out in a very
sequential way that is easy to understand. The models are discussed in a chronological way starting from the
classical model, then the RM model and the political process model. McAdam writes the book in such a way
that one idea leads to the next and concepts in the first idea are appreciated to give more advanced concepts in
the following discussion or chapter. For instance, starting with the classic model, the pluralist theory defines
the basis of discussion, which becomes the primary base even in the other two models. The reader is able to
argue out the concepts being discussed by first having a good understanding of the pluralist concept I the first
chapter. The second chapter happens because of chapter one and it is the issues of the second chapter that give
rise to the third chapter. That is, the second chapter discusses the RM model, which is said to be an alternative
of the first model found in chapter 1, the classical model. Similarly, the political process model in chapter
three is an upgrade of a combination of chapter one and two. The author answers the questions effectively on
that none of the concepts of any of the models is left out. He judges the theories in the models using very
understandable arguments and leaves the reader in a very convinced state. He moves from theoretical concerns
to an empirical analysis in a very clear way. He shows us how the civil rights movement has been shaped by
the heightened sense of political efficacy, development of the three institutions i. The author, however has left
out a number of issues in his empirical analysis. First, he is biased when discussing some of the models.
Though it is said that the RM model is an alternative for the classical model and the political process model is
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an alternative for the RM model, it should not go by default that his preceding models are weak. The height of
this bias is seen in the discussion of the classical model. The author is very keen on discussing the weaknesses
of the body by he cannot highlight its benefits. In conclusion, I like the book. Despite the author having been
biased and showing some faulty features in his discussion, his positive side of his work has outdone these
flaws. The author leaves the reader completely informed by following a sequential way of stating his empirical
analysis. He is also very clear in showing the reader the theoretical work from which the empirical analysis
come.
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The book Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, , Doug McAdam is published by University of
Chicago Press. Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, , McAdam.

He then presents a new model, the Political Process Model, and uses it to explain the rise and fall of the civil
rights movement in the United States from Therefore, it is expected that there will be conflict between the
elite and the challengers McAdam believes that challengers are able to be a threat to the elite through the use
of organization when political opportunities are advantageous The Political Process Model explains that it
takes an ideal sociopolitical environment and a organized minority group to create a successful social
movement He goes even further stating that a decline in organizational strength, and the loss of the ideal
sociopolitical environment will lead to a decline of the social movement Political Process Theory claims that
the rise and fall of a social movement rests on the organizational strength of the movement , the structure of
political opportunities available , the optimism of challengers towards the success of a social movement , and
the responses towards the challengers Strengths The Political Process Model for explaining social
movements, in comparison to the Classical Model and the Resource Mobilization Model, is the first to give a
social movement credit for the ability of a social movement to organize and push for change. The Classical
Model of social movements treats the social movement as irrational Although the Resource Mobilization
Model recognizes the political rationality of a social movement, the framework relies on the contribution of
political elite for the success of a social movement The Political Process Model presents a new framework for
analyzing the rise of social movements through the use of push and pull factors When a theory treats a social
movement as irrational, a rational explanation of factors cannot be the cause of a social movement. The
framework of the Political Process Model treats challengers as rational beings making rational choices to
promote a social movement. This allows for rational factors to become the cause for the mobilization of a
social movement. The Political Process Model also gives the framework to analyze the entire process of a
social movement. All collective action within a social movement is connected, so by studying the rise and fall
of the number of collective action events, the rise and fall of a social movement can be easily studied.
Although the Political Process Model allows for the ability for a social movement to be examined as a whole,
the fact that it is studied as a whole is also a flaw in the framework. Weaknesses As stated earlier, Political
Process Model gives the framework to view a social movement as a whole. Although this is beneficial to the
study of social movements, it is also a flaw of the framework because each collective movement by itself is a
phenomena that can not be explained in accordance to the movement as a whole. The creation of knowledge
could be explained just as a number of progressive events leading from one invention to the other but it would
fail to explain the uniqueness and the outcomes of the single invention. In respect to social movements, the
Political Process Model focuses too much on the long term process of a social movement and is incapable of
explaining the struggles and outcomes of single collective action events. The Political Process Model also
makes the false claim that power in America is concentrated McAdam fails to look at the numerous forms of
power in American society. Economic power, political power, social power, and organizational power are all
held by different groups with different interests. No single group has control of all forms of power in the
United States. Also, various elite groups have various objectives that may go against a group that holds a
different form of power. Therefore, elites may help contribute to the social movement on the fact that the
objectives of the elite group may coincide with the objectives of a minority group. This leads to the conclusion
that social movements may decline not because of the failure of social movements to keep political
opportunity and social organization but because the social movement can become institutionalized through the
support of elite groups; elites and challengers do not necessarily have to be in conflict. Conclusion Although
the Political Process Model pushes for a better explanation for an entire movement, it fails to provide insight
to the unique phenomena of a single social movement. The Political Process Model presents the framework to
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analyze the entire movement. Social movements are treated as rational collective action that have the
capability to change society through the use of organization, members, leaders, movement solidarity, and a
communication network. But by focusing on the entire process of a social movement, the Political Process
Model fails to explain the phenomenon of the occurrence of single events of collective action. The Political
Process Model is a framework that highlights the importance of the entire movement but the framework is
incapable of explaining the unique, unpredictability of collective action in a social movement.
3: Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, by Doug McAdam
Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, / Edition 2 In this classic work of sociology, Doug McAdam
presents a political-process model that explains the rise and decline of the black protest movement in the United States.

4: Political process and the development of Black insurgency, - JH Libraries
Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency pioneered the political process model for the analysis of
social movements. He won the C. Wright Mills Award in for his book Freedom Summer.

5: Political Process and the Development of the Black Insurgency - Wikipedia
In this classic work of sociology, Doug McAdam presents a political-process model that explains the rise and decline of
the black protest movement in the United States.

6: Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, - Doug McAdam - Google Books
Be the first to ask a question about Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, Lists with This Book
This book is not yet featured on Listopia.

7: Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, | Justice Howard
Political Process and the Development of the Black Insurgency is a book by sociologist Doug McAdam (published by the
University of Chicago Press).It is responsible for laying the theoretical groundwork for the political process model for
sociological theory.

8: Doug McAdam - Wikipedia
The political process model is outlined in chapter 3 and discussed in a similar way. It is proposed as an alternative for
the RM model and the classical model. Chapter 4 discusses and stresses on the empirical implications of the three
models.
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