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But because the Aquila Report an equal-opportunity aggregator, they even link to Old Life gave their views on
Hooker, Calvin, and political theology a measure of respectability, some response is in order. In their own
words, here is the heart of the matter: The matter of the controversy can be briefly summed up. We say that the
Kingship of Christ is of universal extent, and in two ways: We say the original two kingdoms of the Reformers
means those two modes, the invisible and the visible, not the ministry and the magistrates, both of which are
on the visible side. It is Wedgeworth and Escalante E who seem to have more agreement than most couples.
This is, by the way, one of the oddest readings of church polity since it would seem to make the visible church
a matter indifferent to the spiritual and invisible church. THEY go on to say: Darryl Hart, who seems to think
that we wish for an authoritarian State applying the Mosaic penal code, when the opposite is in fact the case.
Neither Hooker nor Calvin is our regula fidei, and we are happy to adapt their principles appropriately within
the context of the modern order of political freedom- an order which only follows from those Protestant
principles. Still, we do claim the history for our side. We share the basic theological principles of the
Reformation, and specifically those of Luther, Calvin, and Hooker. We hope our contribution can be the
accurate genealogy and specific application of the older principles in the 21st century context. What we have
recovered is what seems to us the classical Protestant doctrine of politics. That jure divino view, by the way,
was an effort to assert the autonomy of the church from the oversight of the state and to claim for the visible
church the real keys of the kingdom and the power of excommunication. The influence of Zurich theology is
particularly evident in the theory underpinning the political institutions of the Elizabethan Settlement, chief
among them the Royal Supremacy, the lynchpin of the constitution. In his defence of the royal headship of the
church in the s against the attacks of the disciplinarian puritans Thomas Cartwright and Walter Travers, John
Whitgift, then Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, relied closely on the political writings of Vermigli,
Bullinger, and two other prominent Zwinglians â€” Gualter and Wolfang Musculus of Berne. Strange though
it may appear, the institution of the Royal Supremacy with its hypostatic conjunction of supreme civil and
ecclesiastical jurisdiction in the Prince, constitutes for Bullinger a vivid exemplar of the unitary character of
Christian polity, and also of the distinction and cooperation of magisterial and ministerial power. Also, THEIR
reading of the Reformed tradition, which virtually ignores the important disagreements between Zurich and
Geneva, looks like another case of historical cherry picking. But aside from the historical debates, what the
disagreement between WE and Tuininga also reveals is that opposition to the contemporary recovery of 2K is
coming not simply from theonomists or neo-Calvinists but from Zwinglians. I understand the frustration with
church power. Calling on the magistrate to help with church work, after all, did not work out so well.
Bullinger and Hooker perhaps could not since they were only a handful of decades into a disrupted
Christendom or the rise of the nation-state. But for folks living over four hundred years from Erastianism not
to see its faults is stunning.
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View Larger Image Present in the Polis: Heather Ghormley called Bringing Shalom: Her exploration of
Kingdom citizenship reminded us that political theology is inherent in everything we do. Going one step
further, we asked the Rev. Seth Richardson, Rector of Christ the King Fayetteville, to explore what it means to
shape a distinct political theology that characterizes the Anglican missiology we seek. Seth Richardson Many
of us would prefer not to get political. Bad things happen when the church meddles in politics, we believe. In
fact, many of us have found relief in Anglican spirituality after leaving or avoiding denominations where
following Jesus was synonymous with identifying with the Right or Left. Many of us are glad not to be
endorsing candidates and singing Battle Hymn of the Republic in our worship services. The good news is that
the theological need not be severed from the political. There is another way of being political as the church.
Political theology need not be collapsed into partisan politics or nationalism. That is not political theology at
its best. And political theology at its best is worth recovering, precisely for the purpose of being faithful
witnesses to the Gospel. Political theology at its best cultivates imagination for how the Body of Christ, the
church, can be distinctly and peculiarly present in the polis for the sake of others. Political theology at its best
cultivates imagination for how the church can be distinctly present in the polis Fitch an Anabaptist is helping
us Anglicans answer the question that lies at the heart of formulating a robust political theology: Examples
from our dialogue at the Intersection Conference that point toward political theology could be multiplied.
Without clarifying our assumptions about political theology, we run the risk of endorsing missional means that
do not align with the Gospel ends we have already articulated. Our vision might be misaligned with our
concrete practices. We will struggle to consistently and robustly answer the kind of core missional question
Fitch posed to the Collective: Does it follow that there is also a distinct political theology that characterizes the
Anglican missiology we seek? Formulating an Anglican, missional political theology is a creative and
dynamic task because, put simply, we cannot go back. Although we always seek first to be receivers of what
has been handed down to us, the history of Anglican Political Theology APT does not give a straightforward
or helpful model for our missional task. In fact, we have a bit of a sordid history. Anglicanism in North
America categorically cannot be grounded in the political theology of its birth in 16th century in England, not
least because it cannot share the same relationship with the State. Do we have an imagination for what it
means to become faithful witnesses without being in charge? Click To Tweet In fact, if we are going to seek
clarity on our vision for political theology, I propose that the last point is the most important. He most often
thinks and writes about spiritual formation, sacramental theology, and place. He probably drinks too much
coffee. Sign up for the Telos Collective e-mail list and receive articles like this a few times a month.
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Political theology in China Political theology in China includes responses from Chinese government leaders,
scholars, and religious leaders who deal with the relationship between religion and politics. For two millennia,
this was organized based on a Confucian understanding of religion and politics, often discussed in terms of
Confucian political philosophy. However, since the mid-twentieth century, communist understandings of
religion have dominated the discourse. Germany[ edit ] The influence of the philosopher Georg Wilhelm
Friedrich Hegel â€” is also evident throughout much of German political theology. This is particularly clear in
the work of the Roman Catholic theologian Johann Baptist Metz born who explored the concept of political
theology throughout his work. He criticizes what he terms bourgeois Christianity and believes that the
Christian Gospel has become less credible because it has become entangled with bourgeois religion. His work
Faith in History and Society develops apologetics, or fundamental theology, from this perspective. Political
theology in the Middle East Christian political theology in the Middle East is a religious response by Christian
leaders and scholars to political problems. This has yielded a diversity of political theology disproportionate to
the small size of Middle East Christian minorities. Many Arab Christians see themselves as the heirs of a rich
Christian heritage whose existence is threatened by regional unrest and religious persecution. Their chief
political goal is survival, which sets their political theology apart. In other cases, Christian politicians
downplay their faith in the public sphere to avoid conflict with their Muslim neighbours. His belief was that
Christians should embrace Islam as part of their cultural identity because nationalism was the best way for
Christians to be successful in the Middle East. Political theology in sub-Saharan Africa Political theology in
sub-Saharan Africa deals with the relationship of theology and politics, arising from the anti-apartheid
struggle in South Africa and nationalist campaigns of the mid to late twentieth century elsewhere. United
States[ edit ] Reinhold Niebuhr also developed a theology similar to Metz in the practical application of
theology. During the s, Niebuhr was a leader of the Socialist Party of America , and although he broke with
the party later in life socialist thought is a prominent component of his development of Christian Realism. The
work by Niebuhr that best exemplifies his relationship with political theology is Moral Man and Immoral
Society: A Study of Ethics and Politics One of the most influential developers of recent political theology is
Stanley Hauerwas , though he considers his work to be better termed a "theological politics". Moreoever, he
has been a severe critic of liberal democracy , capitalism , and militarism , arguing that all of those ideologies
are antithetical to Christian convictions.
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Emerson Many early Baptists were heavily involved in political life, at both local and national levels. For
them, political involvement was often a matter of survivalâ€”17th century British government, in both
England and the American colonies, did not separate church and state. One of the first General non-Calvinist
Baptists in England, Thomas Helwys, was imprisoned after he became a Baptist and wrote about his beliefs,
including his conviction that the church and state should remain separate. Helwys was never released, and he
died in jail four years after his imprisonment. The emphases of these early Baptists are biblically rooted,
theologically sound, and still relevant for us today. Religious liberty Early Baptists emphasized religious
liberty as a matter of survival, yes, but they also drew on Baptist theological principles that remain important
today. While most Baptists in 21st century America do not experience state-sponsored opposition to their
faith, there are still important biblical, theological, and distinctively Baptist reasons to support religious liberty
for all. Religious liberty arises out of the Baptist conviction that every person is individually accountable
before God. Most importantly, religious liberty arises out of the Baptist conviction that every person is
individually accountable before God. With respect to religious liberty, it means that no one including the state
can or should coerce a person to believe. Individuals are free to believe in or reject the gospel, and, if they are
a Christian, to believe in or reject particular denominational distinctives. Religious liberty for all does not
mean that Baptists reject that salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ alone; far from it! But we also believe
that each individual person has to come to a decision about that good news, and about subsequent doctrinal
beliefs, on his or her own. In a Baptist political theology, then, the government cannot and should not force
anyone to believe a certain way or to deny his or her convictions. This Baptist principle also extends to
practice. Early Baptists experienced opposition from the British government not only because they differed in
belief from Anglicanism, but also because, like other English Separatists, they refused to participate in certain
Anglican practices. For instance, early Baptists were imprisoned and fined for their refusal to use the Book of
Common Prayer, and for licensing preachers outside of the Anglican authorities. This led early Baptists to
insist that religious freedom encompasses not only what an individual believes but also what he or she
practices. And, by extension, this includes freedom for churches and other religions comprised of those free
individuals. Today, this means that Baptists can argue for religious freedom for all religions without endorsing
or supporting those other religions. Isaac Backus worked diligently in the political arena for religious freedom
in Massachusetts before and after the American Revolution. And after the establishment of the United States
of America as a sovereign nation, Baptists continued their involvement in civic and political life, serving in all
sorts of public capacities. William Carey worked in India to end the practice of sati. Baptists today carry on
this tradition of appropriate political involvement. This means that our efforts ultimately should be focused on
the local church, the only institution according to Baptist polity to which Christ entrusts the keys to his
kingdom. It is in the local church that the things of heaven are bound and loosed on earth. It is in the local
church that the lost are called to repentance, that disciples are made, and that the Holy Spirit is present. But
Baptists also acknowledge that we are citizens of earthly nations, in our case the U. Which brings us back to
point two: Baptists affirm that we can and should participate in civic life. Baptist political theology for today
This kind of balanced account was emphasized by the first Baptists and should remain an emphasis in Baptist
life today.
5: political theology â€“ Old Life
Professor Dumas looks at the biblical basis of political theology and then goes on to disucss current political theorlogies
written by authors such as Moltmass, Metz, Girardi, Gutierrez, Alves, Assman and others.
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7: Ã“scar Romero's political theology: A review of Michael E. Lee
When I came to Fuller Theological Seminary, I struggled to find a church. I visited the many establishment churches and
small, non-commuter churches scattered throughout the area. Like many churches in the suburbs, the churches typically
were homogenous socially and racially. After expressing my.

8: - Political Theology and the Life of the Church by Andre Dumas
Beyond the nuanced ecclesiology, eschatology, and political theory (all of which is quite effective), Smith also provides
the outlines of a praxis of Christian public theology, with the Church, rightly, in the center.

9: Political theology and the life of the church: AndreÌ• Dumas: www.enganchecubano.com: Books
His primary research interets are Reformation and 19th Century American theology, and he is the author of Church,
Sacrament, and American Democracy: The Social and Political Dimensions of John Williamson Nevins Theology of
Incarnation. Rev.
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