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Portfolio Guidance for Veterinary Nurses is an essential guide to completing and submitting a successful portfolio -- a
core component of the new S/NVQ Veterinary Nursing Qualification. This practical manual helps ensure that a portfolio
achieves the standard required by the RCVS, and explains the.

The online CPD is easy to use and you can complete modules at your own pace. All you need to do is read the
relevant CPD article, then record your answers to the multiple-choice questions in your personal online
dashboard. Once completed, you will receive a personalised certificate that can be downloaded and printed to
store in your personal CPD portfolio. CPD Units available Small animal post-operative orthopaedic
rehabilitation Post-operative rehabilitation of the canine patient is now becoming recognized as an important
facet of veterinary medicine. Rehabilitation may be provided by a variety of animal health professionals
including animal physiotherapists, veterinarians and veterinary nurses. This article outlines the aims of
rehabilitation following orthopaedic surgery, when to commence therapy, appropriate selection, administration
and monitoring of treatment techniques, contraindications and when to refer on to a qualified animal
physiotherapist or back to the referring veterinarian. Routine measurement of blood pressure can contribute to
optimal clinical care. Veterinary nurses play an important role in measurement of blood pressure in routine
clinical practice. This article discusses the procedure of blood pressure monitoring in cats, the interpretation of
results and the management of hypertension. Diabetes pathophysiology and disease management Diabetes is a
disease that presents in many different forms, but diabetes mellitus is the most common form seen in dogs and
cats. Insulin dependent diabetes mellitus is more common in dogs than cats and non-insulin dependent
diabetes mellitus is more common in cats than dogs. The incidence of diabetes varies depending on the
species, age, physical attributes, genetic make up and gender of the animal. Clinical signs almost always
include polyuria and polydipsia, but can also include polyphagia, weakness, weight loss, unkempt haircoat and
changes in behaviour, among others. There are a number of successful treatment strategies that can enable the
diabetic dog or cat to lead a long fulfilling life. Many of these treatment plans require careful monitoring of
blood glucose, daily insulin injections and modifications in diet and lifestyle habits. This article provides a
detailed overview of these clinical signs and the treatment of diabetes. This is particularly important when
considering an anaesthetic protocol for caesarean surgery, where the veterinary nurse will encounter many
additional complicating factors that influence the selection of drugs and the dose rates used. This article looks
at the challenges to anaesthesia that are presented by the altered physiology of the bitch during pregnancy, and
the immature physiology of the neonates, and aims to provide the veterinary nurse with the knowledge
required to select appropriate anaesthetic agents and techniques to maximize survival rates of both bitch and
puppies. Download the full article here. Feline hypertrophic cardiomyopathy Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy is
the most common cardiac disease in the cat. Cats therefore should always be handled in a calm and competent
manner. If a cat presents to the veterinary practice in respiratory distress, first line treatment should include
oxygen therapy, diuresis and minimal handling. Download the article here Ticks and tick-borne diseases of
pets in the UK: Ixodes ricinus is known to transmit some diseases in the UK. Dermacentor reticulatus and
Haemaphysalis punctata also are indigenous and found occasionally on pets in some areas. Rhipicephalus
sanguineus has been identified after importation on pets from continental Europe and elsewhere, despite the
requirements for treatment for ticks under the pet travel scheme. The increasing movement of pets between the
UK and countries with a high incidence of tick-borne disease will require the use of strong parasite control
programmes to prevent the spread and import of tick-borne disease. Download the full article here Dietary
management of the cat with chronic kidney disease Chronic kidney disease CKD is one of the most common
diagnoses made in clinical practice. Most affected cats are middle aged or older and one survey estimated that
a third of cats over the age of 10 years suffer from this condition. In recent years there have been many
advances in treatment options and long-term home care can be very rewarding for all involved. Treatment
aims to help the patient to compensate for their renal disease allowing them to live for as long as possible with
as good a quality of life as possible. Typical survival times are increased from 7 to 16 months when cats with
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CKD are fed a renal prescription diet. In those situations where feeding a renal prescription diet is not
possible, standard cat food can be modified in some ways to more closely meet the needs of a cat with CKD.
Other treatments can be extremely helpful to the individual and should be used where specific indications
exist. Principles of barrier nursing in the veterinary hospital This article aims to remind the reader of the
importance of following barrier nursing techniques when patients are in isolation. It covers not only the use of
personal protective clothing and equipment to protect veterinary nurses and patients and disinfection of the
unit, but also how important the psychological needs of patients are as well as effective communication
between veterinarians, nurses and clients. Options for skin coverage: This reconstruction can take the form of
either skin flaps or free skin grafts depending on the location of the tissue deficit. A variety of skin flaps are
available for use, with or without the inclusion of the direct cutaneous arteries DCAs to maintain their vascular
supply. Where closure of the deficit is not achievable using a local skin flap then a free skin graft may be
selected. Download the full article here Preventative dental care: Most owners are unaware that their pet has a
problem so it is up to veterinary professionals to recognize and treat these diseases to ensure that pets have an
infection free and pain free mouth. The role of the veterinary nurse is vital in educating clients about dental
problems and helping to prevent them occurring, or helping to prevent the disease progressing further. This
article discuss common dental diseases and how the nurse can get the owner engaged in dental clinics. The
condition can affect both dogs and cats and there is a notable breed disposition with some forms of the disease.
The cause of IBD is largely unknown but dietary allergy, parasite sensitivity, bacterial imbalance and breed
predisposition may be important factors contributing to the condition. Definitive diagnosis usually involves
intestinal biopsy and treatment is typically centred around management of the clinical signs. Complete
remission of the disease is not always possible. Dietary support is a very important part of long-term
management of this condition and veterinary nurses can play an important role in client education. Download
the full article A patient care report of a Doberman in heart failure This article describes the nursing care
provided to a Doberman in acute life threatening heart failure due to dilated cardiomyopathy DCM. It can
sometimes lead to congestive heart failure CHF and cause arrhythmias, further compromising cardiac
function. Nursing care, monitoring and therapy are vital for the patient both in the short term, but also long
term, to optimize quality of life. Access the full article here. Approach to analgesia in the feline geriatric
patient The appropriate provision of analgesia is essential in all species. Pain causes intensification of the
stress response, activates the sympathetic nervous system, affects food intake and metabolism, modifies
behaviour and can adversely affect the immune response. If excessive pain is improperly managed, the
sequelae can contribute to morbidity and mortality, particularly in already debilitated patients. In order to
effectively manage pain, it is important to be able to recognize pain, utilize a multimodal approach and select
appropriate analgesic drugs. Detection of pain, particularly chronic pain, can be difficult in cats and there are
relatively few analgesic products licensed for long-term use in this species. Provision of effective analgesia in
the geriatric cat can be challenging. This review aims to summarize how to first recognize the presence of pain
in older cats and consider the pharmacological effects of ageing, and second how to adopt a multifaceted
approach using the different classes of analgesics available. Access the full article here How to prevent
perioperative hypothermia in the dog and cat: Veterinary nurses are usually heavily involved in veterinary
anaesthesia, participating in pre-anaesthetic assessments, premedication, induction and monitoring of
anaesthesia and observations during the recovery of the patient. Perioperative hypothermia is a problem that
many veterinary nurses know must be prevented by using patient warming methods, but they may be unaware
of the full pathophysiology of this condition and why certain preventative methods may or may not be
successful. This article examines the causes of perioperative hypothermia, the consequences to the patients
and the methods of prevention. A practical approach to caring for patients with appetite reduction Nutrition is
a critical component of caring for and treating small animals and one in which nursing staff play a crucial role.
A reduction in appetite should not be considered a normal consequence of illness, therefore it is essential to
identify the reasons for this alteration in feeding habits and address the primary underlying disease. It is vital
that veterinary nurses utilize their knowledge and skills to assist in the identification of patients at risk of
malnutrition, formulation of feeding plans and provision of necessary nutritional support. Hay for a healthy
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rabbit: Providing an appropriate diet, based on grass or grass hay supplemented with vegetables and only
small amounts of concentrates, is important for tooth health, gut function and maintenance of a healthy
weight. Water is also essential, and most rabbits prefer a bowl to a sipper bottle. Rabbits that fail to ingest
their caecotrophs and those with diarrhoea which is rarer may become soiled and prone to flystrike. Obesity
resulting from excess concentrate feed can lead to health problems including soiling and arthritis, and obese
rabbits are more likely to develop life-threatening hepatic lipidosis if they stop eating for any reason. Stress
minimization is important in hospitalized rabbits to avoid anorexia, which has potentially life-threatening
consequences. The goal of CPCR is not only to achieve return of spontaneous circulation ROSC but to ensure
survival following discharge from hospital with a good quality of life. This article provides a review of how to
provide effective advanced life support after basic life support has been initiated, while highlighting the
importance of post-resuscitation care in order to optimize the chance of the patient being discharged from
hospital. This review of veterinary and human literature aims to suggest some guidelines for nurses to follow.
While there is much research to support the negative effects of hypothermia, often the focus is aimed towards
minimizing heat loss in the peri and intra-operative period, however patients continue to lose heat post
operatively, which can contribute to both short and long-term problems. Veterinary nurses have a pivotal role
to play in minimizing such losses, with the main objectives consisting of detecting and recording
post-operative hypothermia, as well as minimizing further heat loss and correcting any temperature deficits.
Simple nursing interventions including careful positioning of post-operative patients away from draughty
areas of the ward, frequent monitoring and recording of body temperature, and a combination of passive and
active rewarming techniques can prove extremely beneficial to the recovery of hypothermic patients in the
post-operative period. Using the recommendations highlighted within this article it may be possible to
minimize the physiological effects of hypothermia as well as to improve patient comfort during this important
recovery phase. This condition represents a source of frustration to pet owners and veterinary practitioners.
FAD is associated with a wide spectrum of dermatological manifestations, which can have a dramatic impact
on the quality of life of the patient. Significant progress has been made in unravelling the pathogenesis of this
disease. Research evidence suggests that both host- and flea-derived factors play a critical role in the
pathophysiology of FAD. Despite the availability of effective modern anti-flea chemotherapeutic products,
flea infestation and FAD remain a challenging problem. These facts underscore the importance of maintaining
sustainable preventive measures, including a rational flea control regimen, judicious use of chemotherapeutic
agents and pet owner education. Nursing care of the burns patient Nursing patients with burn injuries can be
hugely challenging as the individual may have severe metabolic, cardiovascular and pulmonary derangements,
not to mention large tissue deficits. A range of systems have been developed to classify burn wounds
including percentage of body surface involved, through to depth of tissue involved and the use of these
systems may help in giving a prognosis of the extent of the injury. The treatment of burn wounds can start at
home by the owner and appropriate early therapy can make a huge difference to the extent of the injury. All
major body systems may be affected due to the nature of the injury and so early fluid therapy, analgesia,
respiratory derangements, including carbon monoxide toxicity, wound management and analgesia need to be
addressed appropriately. The close monitoring of these patients is vital in order to achieve a good outcome and
so these cases rely heavily on good nursing care and attention to detail, so a good background knowledge of
these considerations is essential. Download the full article here Pain management in critically ill patients Pain
in critical care patients is a frequent occurrence due to surgery, trauma, invasive monitoring, changing
dressings, suctioning various fluids and prolonged immobilization. These varied sources of pain make pain in
the critical patient one of the most challenging areas of clinical practice for human nurses, and the same is true
for veterinary nurses. Pain is defined as an unpleasant sensory and somewhat emotional experience that is
typically associated with tissue damage, or is described in terms of actual or potential tissue damage. Pain is a
very complicated concept and there are many physiological processes involved, which can make it difficult to
assess and understand in animal patients, especially where pain has developed and seems unrelated to any
obvious or identifiable physical process or injury. Due to these difficulties in pain assessment in veterinary
patients it is recommended to take a liberal approach to analgesic use for their benefit. Download the full
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article here Aseptic skin preparation: SSIs result in increased patient discomfort and client dissatisfaction due
to prolonged periods of hospitalization and financial implications. Efforts to reduce patient sources of
infection are aimed at decreasing the number of bacteria on the skin prior to surgery and reducing potential
bacterial contamination from within the patient during surgery.
2: veterinary nurse | eBay
Portfolio Guidance for Veterinary Nurses is an essential guide to completing and submitting a successful portfolio -- a
core component of the new S/NVQ Veterinary Nursing Qualification. This practical manual helps ensure that a portfolio
achieves the standard required by the RCVS, and explains the differences between assessment and verification.

3: Portfolio Guidance for Veterinary Nurses by CAW | Angus & Robertson | Books This bar-code number lets you verify that you're getting exactly the right version or edition of a book. The digit and digit
formats both work.

4: Sound Vet On-Line
Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

5: No more portfolios for student veterinary nurses - Professionals
The portfolio must be submitted as evidence of competence and knowledge, and this practical manual has been
specifically written to help both students and assessors achieve success in this area.

6: Sound Vet On-Line
The Paperback of the Portfolio Guidance for Veterinary Nurses by CAW at Barnes & Noble. FREE Shipping on $25 or
more!

7: Supporting guidance - Professionals
Portfolio Guidance for Veterinary Nurses - 2nd Edition Portfolio Guidance for Veterinary Nurses is an essential guide to
completing and submitting a successful portfolio -- a core component of the new S/NVQ Veterinary Nursing
Qualification.

8: The Veterinary Nurse: CPD zone
Textbook for the Veterinary Assistant is a must-have resource for all veterinary assistant students and those studying for
the Approved Veterinary Assistant certification exam, and serves as a useful refresher for veterinary assistants in
practice.

9: Portfolio Guidance for Veterinary Nurses by CAW | Angus & Robertson | Books Draft new National Occupational Standards/Portfolio guidance notes for student veterinary nurses. The following notes
could, and are designed to, replace the section in the current RCVS publication 'Veterinary Nurse Training Scheme
Edition 3, - Portfolio - Small Animal Evidence Route - Section A - Work Based Assessment in Veterinary Practice'.
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