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1: Acquis Principles : Common Frame of Reference and Existing EC Contract Law
The Acquis Group pursues the objective of arranging existing Community law in a systematic fashion in the form of
Principles. To achieve this, the Acquis Group distils the various aspects of contract law which may be discovered within
the acquis communautaire, and arranges them in a structure familiar to European lawyers.

History[ edit ] In the broader sense the PECL proposals are a "set of general rules which are designed to
provide maximum flexibility and thus accommodate future development in legal thinking in the field of
contract law. As an initial foundation, a common contract law was to be first created. McGregor made this
work available to the EU, who seemingly ignored it. Instead, the Commission on European Contract Law an
organisation independent from any national obligations started work in under the chairmanship of Ole Lando,
a lawyer and professor from Denmark. The Commission consisted of 22 members from all member states of
the European Union and was partly financed by the EU. In the year the first part of the PECL was published;
since the second part has been available and the third part was completed in The Group is managed by
Christian von Bar, a German law professor. The Group was founded in Therefore, the PECL do not represent
a legally enforceable regulation: As is the case with the PECL, the Unidroit-Principles are a "private
codification" prepared by top-class jurists without any national or supranational order or authorisation. Their
main goal of both the PECL and the Unidroit Principles was the compilation of uniform legal principles for
reference, and, if necessary, the development of national legal systems. In the PECL regulations are available
which in this form have not been included so far in any legal system. The authors of the PECL also pursued
the long-term goal of influencing the development of laws in Europe. In comparing these legal systems, there
are often considerable differences with regard to certain regulations. To make available to the concerned
parties a fair legal construct for their business dealings that do not prefer a party from a particular jurisdiction,
the differing national law in question was, more or less, merged to form a common core. This approach is
intended to eliminate insecurity in international transactions. Each party can be assured not to have
disadvantages due to unfavorable aspects of particular national law after the parties have agreed to the
application of the Principles: In this manner, the PECL succeed in bridging the gap between the civil law of
the European continent and the common law of the Anglo-American system by offering regulations which
were created to reconcile the divergent views of two systems. Should there not result any satisfactory solution
from the national laws, "the Court [ The PECL as part of a European Lex Mercatoria[ edit ] Often, parties to
international sales contracts do not agree on a national law governing their contractual agreement. Instead,
they sometimes agree on the validity of internationally approved legal principles, the so-called "general
principles of law. Whether Lex Mercatoria is subject to choice of law by the parties, is, however, actively
disputed in international private law. This is also true for its legal nature per se. The PECL do not play a
significant role in drafting of international sales contracts, or as a law governing such contracts. The
possibility of including the PECL in such contracts â€” either expressly or by reference to "general trade
principles" or similar â€” is indeed expressly mentioned in the PECL. In practice, however, the PECL are
rarely agreed upon as applicable law. Within the trade between the member states of the European Union, the
PECL nevertheless have a certain influence, since they were precisely created for such trade. The PECL
enable the court, should it make use of them, to find a balanced decision. Further, it is possible that national
legislative bodies will consult the PECL in connection with possible reforms to obtain a view of the current
European consensus on contract law, without having to analyse the law of the individual states in detail.
Influence on development of law and national legal systems[ edit ] The PECL were created, as was the case
with the CISG and the Unidroit Principles, with the intention to be an example for existing and future national
legal systems. Regulations under these soft laws were integrated in the new laws of various Central European
and East European states. Influence on a European Civil Code[ edit ] There is an ongoing legal dispute as to
whether an independent European civil code beyond the existing substantial EU regulatory framework is
needed. It is a draft for the codification of the whole European contract law and related fields of law. Within
its efforts regarding a coherent European legal frame work, the European Commission published a Green
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Paper for a European contract law in July where it puts seven options for the further handling with the
prepared Draft Common Frame of Reference up for discussion. Although the European Commission affirms
that the options would be put up for an open-ended discussion, it is already preparing concrete regulations for
an optional instrument by an "Expert Group" and a "Stakeholder Sounding Board. This facultative regulation
would be offered as alternative to the existing individual-state contract law systems of the member states in all
official languages. It could optionally be used for transnational contracts only or also for domestic contractual
relationships. However, the concept of the prepared Draft Common Frame of Reference has met with strong
criticism in the European member states. There are fears that a reliable application of law is not possible
without a thorough revision of the draft.
2: Acquis Group (Author of Contract III)
(1) A contract can be concluded by the acceptance of an offer in accordance with the following provisions. (2) The rules
in this chapter apply accordingly when the process of conclusion of a contract cannot be analysed into offer and
acceptance.

3: Principles of the Existing EC Contract Law (Acquis Principles)
Principles of the Existing EC Contract Law (Acquis Principles), Contract II: General Provisions, Delivery of Goods,
Package Travel and Payment Services The present volume is the second of a series.

4: Principles of European Contract Law - Wikipedia
The Acquis Principles (ACQP) are a systematic compilation of model rules and principles derived from the existing EU
private law. They have been drafted by a group of European scholars (Research.

5: CiteSeerX â€” Citation Query on the Existing EC Private Law, Principles of the Existing
The Acquis Principles may therefore have a considerable impact on the shape and development of EC Contract Law. It
is argued that the Acquis Principles do not constitute merely a restatement, or systematic revision, of existing EC private
law.
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