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But this is not any stuffy theology by any stretch of the imagination. In fact, it is at least as much about
pastoral care as it is about theology. If you want a highly original treatment on any theological theme, look
elsewhere. Walther has no interest in that. There is very little really new here. Just about all of it is in the
Lutheran Confessions. But if you want to hear about how to apply the scriptures to real people and how our
Lutheran Theology is truly practical, read this book. In fact, I think if you ever have to talk about the faith,
read this book. Your hearers will thank you for it. Walther is a seminal work of American Lutheran theology.
A collection of 39 lectures given by Walther during and , it is widely taught in Lutheran college- and
seminary-level theology courses. Like Martin Luther before him, Walther argues that failing to properly
distinguish Law and Gospel can lead Christian theology in unwanted directions. Many of the particular
theological movements and trends Walther uses as negative examples have disappeared. Likewise, the
denominational theologies he critiques have changed since Finally, his rhetorical tone might sometimes strike
contemporary readers as unnecessarily harsh. He centers his lectures on 25 theses, nearly all of which remain
helpful guides for Christian teaching and preaching. He distills decades of personal and pastoral experience
into an overall argument that seeks to give Christ his proper glory as our savior and that seeks to comfort
sinners by leading them only to Christ. Walther addressed his lectures to pastors and seminary students, so he
spends a lot of time discussing the Lutheran confessional documents and writings from Luther himself. At the
same time, the material from Luther is always good and helps to show Law and Gospel at work in real
situations. I read it for a class in college and it perfectly breaks down this theological principle that helps
define who we are as Lutherans. Nov 01, Jonathan Rodebaugh rated it it was amazing This book is a gem.
Walther meticulously points out the vast array of troubles associated with incorrectly mingling law and gospel.
Even though this is a staunch Lutheran work, all denominations would do well to read this work. Jul 11,
Dwight rated it liked it 39 lectures to seminary students in Does a good job of pointing out when Law and
Gospel are to be used in sermons, the difference between them, and the primacy of the Gospel.
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The doctrinal contents of the entire Holy Scriptures, both of the Old and the New Testament, are made up of
two doctrines differing fundamentally from each other, viz. Only he is an orthodox teacher who not only
presents all articles of faith in accordance with Scripture, but also rightly distinguishes from each other the
Law and the Gospel. Rightly distinguishing the Law and the Gospel is the most difficult and the highest art of
Christians in general and of theologians in particular. It is taught only by the Holy Spirit in the school of
experience. The true knowledge of the distinction between the Law and the Gospel is not only a glorious light,
affording the correct understanding of the entire Holy Scriptures, but without this knowledge Scripture is and
remains a sealed book. The first manner of confounding Law and Gospel is the one most easily recognized â€”
and the grossest. It is adopted, for instance, by Papists, Socinians, and Rationalists, and consists in this, that
Christ is represented as a new Moses, or Lawgiver, and the Gospel turned into a doctrine of meritorious works,
while at the same time those who teach that the Gospel is the message of the free grace of God in Christ are
condemned and anathematized, as is done by the papists. In the second place, the Word of God is not rightly
divided when the Law is not preached in its full sternness and the Gospel not in its full sweetness, when, on
the contrary, Gospel elements are mingled with the Law and Law elements with the Gospel. In the third place,
the Word of God is not rightly divided when the Gospel is preached first and then the Law; sanctification first
and then justification; faith first and then repentance; good works first and then grace. In the fourth place, the
Word of God is not rightly divided when the Law is preached to those who are already in terror on account of
their sins, or the Gospel to those who live securely in their sins. In the fifth place, the Word of God is not
rightly divided when sinners who have been struck down and terrified by the Law are directed, not to the
Word and the Sacraments, but to their own prayers and wrestlings with God in order that they may win their
way into a state of grace; in other words, when thy are told to keep on praying and struggling until they feel
that God has received them into grace. In the sixth place, the Word of God is not rightly divided when the
preacher describes faith in a manner as if the mere inert acceptance of truths, even while a person is living in
mortal sins, renders that person righteous in the sight of God and saves him; or as if faith makes a person
righteous and saves him for the reason that it produces in him love and reformation of his mode of living. In
the seventh place, the Word of God is not rightly divided when there is a disposition to offer the comfort of the
Gospel only to those who have been made contrite by the Law, not from fear of the wrath and punishment of
God, but from love of God. In the eighth place, the Word of God is not rightly divided when the preacher
represents contrition alongside of faith as a cause of the forgiveness of sin. In the tenth place, the Word of God
is not rightly divided when faith is required as a condition of justification and salvation, as if a person were
righteous in the sight of God and saved, not only by faith, but also on account of his faith, for the sake of his
faith, and in view of his faith. In the eleventh place, the Word of God is not rightly divided when the Gospel is
turned into a preaching of repentance. In twelfth place, the Word of God is not rightly divided when the
preacher tries to make people believe that they are truly converted as soon as they have become rid of certain
vices and engage in certain works of piety and virtuous practices. In the thirteenth place, the Word of God is
not rightly divided when a description is given of faith, both as regards its strength and the consciousness and
productiveness of it, that does not fit all believers at all times. In the fourteenth place, the Word of God is not
rightly divided when the universal corruption of mankind is described in such a manner as to create the
impression that even true believers are still under the spell of ruling sins and are sinning purposely. In the
fifteenth place, the Word of God is not rightly divided when the preacher speaks of certain sins as if there were
not of a damnable, but of a venial nature. In the seventeenth place, the Word of God is not rightly divided
when men are taught that the Sacraments produce salutary effects ex opere operato, that is, by the mere
outward performance of a sacramental act. In the nineteenth place, the Word of God is not rightly divided
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when an attempt is made by means of the demands or the threats or the promises of the Law to induce the
unregenerate to put away their sins and engage in good works and thus become godly; on the other hand, when
an endeavor is made, by means of the commands of the Law rather than by the admonitions of the Gospel, to
urge the regenerate to do good. In the twentieth place, the Word of God is not rightly divided when the
unforgiven sin against the Holy Ghost is described in a manner as if it could not be forgiven because of its
magnitude. In the twenty-first place, the Word of God is not rightly divided when the person teaching it does
not allow the Gospel to have a general predominance in his teaching. You may read each of C. Feel free to
share this!
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The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel by C. F. W. Walther () is a seminal work of American Lutheran
theology. A collection of 39 lectures given by Walther during and , it is widely taught in Lutheran college- and
seminary-level theology courses.

With antinomianism on the rise, and many Evangelicals calling to entirely ignore the teachings and
commandments of the Old Testament, I wanted to understand what its proper place is. Walther is a gifted
theologian from the Lutheran school. He says that the law is everything that God in Scripture tells us to do;
while the gospel is everything that God does Himself. With those definitions in mind it is of utmost
importance that we keep law from infringing on gospel and thereby making our faith void. As Paul writes in
Galatians 5: Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. It pricks our
hearts in order that we may receive gospel relief. The law makes us thirsty for the quenching satisfaction of
gospel waters. When we are confronted with the demands of God the law , we quickly see our inadequacy and
inability to walk in them, and therefore grow desperate in our search for heavenly assistance the gospel. After
we have received the gospel and begin to grow lax in our pursuit of holiness, the law is there to prick us anew
that we may return to the gospel rest. And so the Christian life is somewhat of a cyclical pattern of: This is
undoubtedly a function of the law. The law is only a brutal hammer that breaks us down that we may crawl to
Christ though Walther continually reminds us that the law is a good thing. This unfortunately is a severely
limited view. Why would David call the man blessed who delights in the law and meditates on it day and
nightâ€”if it is exclusively a painful thing Psalm 1? It does prick, and it does condemn those who are not in
Christ Jesus, but to those who are in Christ, the law begins to become a delight. It is something the Spirit
enables the Christian to walk in with new joy. If we love God, we will do His commandments for his
commandments are not are not burdensome. We no longer obey the law in order to obtain salvation; no, we do
the law because it is the will of our Father. To those born of Adam the law is indeed condemnation for no one
can be justified under its load. But to those who are saved by Christ Jesus, the law becomes our delight
because it is the will of our Savior to walk therein. It is not just a bitter means to the end of Christ, but a
positive good that we are enabled to progress in because of Christ! And while, for the Christian, the law no
longer threatens eternal condemnation when we disobey, we will face Fatherly discipline when transgress it.
Rather, we uphold the law.
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Lutheran view[ edit ] Martin Luther and Lutheran theologians[ edit ] A specific formulation of the distinction
of Law and Gospel was first brought to the attention of the Christian Church by Martin Luther â€” , and laid
down as the foundation of evangelical Lutheran biblical exegesis and exposition in Article 4 of the Apology of
the Augsburg Confession For in some places it presents the Law, and in others the promise concerning Christ,
namely, either when [in the Old Testament ] it promises that Christ will come, and offers, for His sake, the
remission of sins, justification, and life eternal, or when, in the Gospel [in the New Testament ], Christ
Himself, since He has appeared, promises the remission of sins, justification, and life eternal. Curb - Through
fear of punishment, the Law keeps the sinful nature of both Christians and non-Christians under check. This
does not stop sin, since the sin is already committed when the heart desires to do what is wrong, yet it does
stop the open outbreak of sin that will do even further damage. Mirror - The Law serves as a perfect reflection
of what God created the human heart and life to be. Guide - This use of the law that applies only to Christians.
The left side of the tree illustrates law, while the right side illustrates grace. The distinction between law and
gospel is a standard formulation in Reformed theology, though in recent years some have characterized it as
distinctively Lutheran. Calvin wrote the following: It functions "by fear of punishment to restrain certain men
who are untouched by any care for what is just and right unless compelled by hearing the dire threats in the
law" 2. This scheme is the same as the Formula of Concord , with the exception that the first and second uses
are switched. In later Reformed scholasticism the order is the same as for Lutherans. The three uses are called:
The usus politicus sive civilis, the political or civil use, is a restraint on sin and stands apart from the work of
salvation. The usus elenchticus sive paedagogicus, the elenctical or pedagogical use which confronts sin and
points us to Christ. The usus didacticus sive normativus, the didactic use, which is solely for believers,
teaching the way of righteousness. The Reformed emphasized the third use tertius usus legis because the
redeemed are expected to bear good works. Some Lutherans saw here the danger of works-righteousness, and
argued that the third use should always return believers to the second use and again to Christ rather than being
the ultimate norm. Although some Lutherans have rejected that view, [17] it has caused others to dispute the
validity of the "third use" of the Law entirely. Paul Althaus , for instance, writes in his treatise on Law and
Gospel: I must learn afresh every day what God wants of me. God commands me and each person in a
particular way, in a different way than He commands others The living and spiritual character of the
knowledge of what God requires of men in the present moment must not be destroyed by rules and
regulations. Conversely, Reformed Christians have sometimes seen this two-use scheme of some modern
Lutherans as leading to a form of antinomianism. Daniel Defoe discusses three pairs of these predicates in his
second and final sequel to Robinson Crusoe , Serious Reflections According to Defoe, the first was
established with Adam in paradise, the second as the Law with the children of Israel, and the third as the
Gospel of Jesus Christ [21] However Luther viewed all imperative commands as law, even the command to
believe the Gospel. In The Bondage of the Will he writes, "[T]he commands exist to show, not our moral
ability, but our inability.
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The Proper Distinction Between Law & Gospel by C.F.W. Walther Thesis I. The doctrinal contents of the entire Holy
Scriptures, both of the Old and the New Testament, are made up of two doctrines differing fundamentally from each
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services. You agree that CPH may store and process personal date in the United States of America and any
other country where CPH or its third-party service providers maintain facilities. Whenever we transfer your
information, we take steps necessary to protect it. How We Protect Your Information. CPH is concerned with
protecting your privacy and data, but we cannot ensure or warrant the security of any information you transmit
to CPH or guarantee that your information may not be accessed, disclosed, altered or destroyed by breach of
any of our industry standard physical, technical or managerial safeguards. Therefore, we cannot guarantee its
absolute security. We use an outside a credit card processing company to process your payment if you
purchase goods or services from CPH. Compromise of Personal Information. In the event that personal
information is compromised as a breach of security, CPH will promptly notify our affected customers in
compliance with applicable law. Our Choices About Your Information. For current CPH customers, you can
review, correct, update or delete inaccuracies to the information about you that CPH keeps on file by logging
into your account to update your password and billing information. We will acknowledge your request and
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widgets are either hosted by a third party or hosted directly on our Site. Your interactions with these features
are governed by the privacy policy of the organization providing it. CPH occasionally offers contests. The full
rules for our contests are clearly posted during each contest. CPH may, from time to time, invite you to
participate in online surveys. The information requested in these surveys may include, but is not limited to,
your opinions, beliefs, insights, ideas, activities, experience, purchase history, and purchase intent regarding
products, events and services. The information collected by these surveys is used to research market trends,
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products for your spiritual growth and experience. CPH welcomes your comments and feedback regarding our
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us, including, without limitation, any confidential information or any original creative materials such as
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and will abide by these changes. Concordia Publishing House, Attn: Privacy Policy, S. Louis, MO Error,
please try again. For questions contact us at privacy cph.
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In Protestant Christianity, the relationship between Law and Gospelâ€”God's Law and the Gospel of Jesus Christâ€”is a
major topic in Lutheran and Reformed theology. In these religious traditions, the distinction between the doctrines of
Law, which demands obedience to God's ethical will, and Gospel, which promises the forgiveness of sins in light of the
person and work of Jesus Christ, is.

It sounds fancy, I know, but does it actually have any grounding in the Bible? And therefore thou being a
sinner, and not righteous, shalt not inherit the kingdom of God. Mark Mattes, our Conference speaker, gave us
a truly helpful worksheet that puts the distinction in slightly more 21st century language. In terms of
pinpointing the Law, he tell us: So the Law always sounds like a demand. Words like should, ought to, have
to, must and shall are a dead give-away that the Law is around somewhere. Keep an eye open for the First
Commandment. Demands always require you to do something to fulfill them. Look for death lurking in the
shadows. Listen for the promise. Expect a radical surprise from Jesus. We sinners should never expect the
good news of Jesus. We should only expect judgment from God. But instead the Gospel brings mercy from
Jesus to sinners. Finally, he instructs us to be aware of the following things: God is working to eliminate the
you who turns away and puts your trust in other things. God is also using his Word to create a new faithful
person out of you. God sometimes does only the first thing. But God never brings the Gospel without the Law
being present first. To run and work the Law commands, Yet gives me neither feet nor hands; A sweeter thing
the Gospel bringsâ€” It bids me fly and gives me wings! For further reading, be sure to check out C.
7: Concordia Publishing House
"Briefly, then, if we would know when the law speaks, and when the gospel speaks, either in reading the word, or in
hearing it preached; and if we would skillfully distinguish the voice of the one from the voice of the other, we must
consider:â€”.
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The Proper Distinction between Law and Gospel by C. F. W. Walther Concordia Publishing House, This work is from an
electronic reproduction of Walther's Law and.
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The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel C. F. W. WALTHER ( - ), translated by W. H. T. DAU ( - ) From
September 12, through November 6, , C.F.W. Walther delivered a series of 39 Friday evening lectures to his students at
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri.
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