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How Does Technology Affect Economics? Technological innovation comes with a price, however, destroying
some jobs while creating others. Technology in History The impact of technology has been felt for centuries.
The woolen mills of the early Industrial Revolution put cottage industries operating hand looms out of
business. The internal combustion engine left many harness makers and blacksmiths jobless. The more
contemporary technological revolution has displaced secretaries, postal workers and telephone operators.
Technological innovation makes it possible to do more with less. Instagram had 30 million customers and just
11 employees. By contrast, Kodak, which had just filed for bankruptcy, had , employees at the height of its
operations. Displaced workers are usually first to feel the impact of innovation, with the middle and under
classes bearing the brunt of unemployment. Technology and Economic Growth According to classical
economic theory, the accumulation of physical capital â€” tools, trucks, bulldozers and assembly lines, for
example â€” is responsible for increasing human productivity. You can drive a nail with a rock, a hammer or a
nail gun, but you will be most productive with the latter. However, capital goods do not account for all
economic growth. Technology plays a significant role in fueling economic growth. The impact of technology
can be seen in advances in manufacturing where robots perform precision operations and in hospitals where
robots are used to make medical procedures less invasive. Advances in technology are improving batteries to
create better performance in everything from hand-held devices to electric automobiles. Predicting the
advances made possible by technology is challenging, but they will continue unabated. Video of the Day
Brought to you by Techwalla Brought to you by Techwalla The Downside of Technological Change A
negative aspect of technological change is its impact on income distribution. Workers who are displaced by
technological advances may find it difficult to become re-employed as new jobs require advanced skills they
do not possess. Technology impacts the number of jobs needed to produce goods and services. At the turn of
the 20th century, a third of American workers were employed in agriculture. As of publication, only 2 percent
of the labor force works on the farm, producing more than their predecessors. A report from Oxford University
states that 47 percent of all jobs may be automated in the coming decades. Middle-class jobs will be lost, and
the gap between the haves and the have-nots will widen. Prospering with Technological Change The rate of
technological change makes it necessary to take a fresh look at education. While the technological revolution
opens opportunities for better jobs, workers must be retrained and re-educated to take advantage of them.
Education must be less by rote and more focused on creative thinking. The Internet has made online learning
an alternative to traditional classroom instruction, and many academic institutions are turning to blended
learning â€” a mix of classroom and online. Online opportunities such as Khan Academy or the colleges that
post their academic courses for anyone to audit online, such as Massive Online Open Courses MOOCs , are
examples of the technological wave that can give workers the knowledge to gain higher-paying jobs.
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Alexandria is prospering nicely with solar powered energy and grounds that are well kept with supplies and
food. Michonne, Rick, and Judith can take long walks in the open fields even with the gloomy crows
foreshadowing that something dark is to come. And most importantly, no one is threatening the lives of the
residents. All the other communities seem to be busy running their operations too. Daryl is the head of the
Sanctuary and has a motorcycle mechanic area, as well as Saviors producing corn fuel to run their
automobiles. Even so, the Sanctuary is low on food and Daryl puts out a call through walkie-talkie to the other
groups to meet up at the rally point to gather the communities for a road trip to Washington D. The road trip is
a genius plan to take supplies from a museum that has artifacts from a more primitive time. This whole plan is
thanks to Jadis, who now goes by the name of Anne. She had visited the museum when she was a teacher and
knew what supplies they could use. Anne has come a long way from being the devious leader of the garbage
people. The front of the museum entrance has glass floors and beneath the fragile landing are tons of walkers.
Rick gives everyone their orders on what to get from the upstairs museum floors, and before they ascend the
stairs, a walker runs right through a brittle barrier from above them and lands right on the glass floor. Clearly,
the glass is now compromised. And of course, one of the supplies on the list is a blasted wagon that probably
weighs more than a dozen cars. But Ezekiel ends up falling right through the floor while trying to push out the
plow. It seems that in the time that has passed Carol has warmed up to the King and has let down her guard a
little. It could have gone in any direction for me. As is known to happen in The Walking Dead, the glass
museum floor was the least of their worries. When they reach the bridge heading back home, they find that it
is entirely knocked out. Rick sets up a Plan B solution but apparently, there is a significant presence of hordes
in all directions, and the alternate route ends up being more of a last resort. While the audience would be smart
to notice that the hordes mentioned may signify the rumored Whisperers are around, Rick and the clan are not
suspicious. There has to be some sort of foul play there. The alternate route ends up being a muddy mess, and
the wagon they just scored gets stuck. Rick ends up having to abandon the wagon he worked so hard for and
the horses to boot. While single walkers no longer pose a threat to them, the walkers achieve strength in
numbers. The hordes in number, size, and frequency have become a new recurring threat. A young hilltop
resident by the name of Ken who took care of the animals goes back to cut the horses free to save them and
ends up getting bitten by a walker. That young boy becomes the biggest problem that Maggie has dealt with at
Hilltop yet. Understandably, the grieving parents are beyond consolation, but Tammy directs her anger at
Maggie. Since the Kingdom, Alexandria, Hilltop, and the Sanctuary have become a group organization, a lot
of the runs are meant to benefit the weakest of them all, the Saviors who are the ones lacking. Tammy implies
that her son died getting supplies for the Sanctuary as if the pain would have been any less if he had died to
help Hilltop directly. And you can forget about the fact that the efforts they do as a group is meant to help
them all because Tammy Rose is speaking from grief and not from a place of logic. She brings it all home by
telling Maggie that her son, Hershel, has no father. In other words, Negan killed Glenn and there is still no
justice there either.
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German farmers, craftsmen, and indentured servants helped develop Pennsylvania. Late Eighteenth Century
Developments During the late eighteenth century, the Industrial Revolution began transforming the economies
of the many German states from agricultural to manufacturing bases, making it more difficult for farmers to
prosper. The lure of apparently unlimited farmland in North America, coupled with news from successful
immigrants to provide a powerful lure to emigrate. From the late eighteenth century through much of the
nineteenth century, millions of Germans went to the United States. Many of them were farmers who brought
skills that contributed significantly to the agriculture of the Midwest, and many settled and helped build cities
such as Milwaukee and Cincinnati. The success of many early German immigrants in agriculture helped draw
many German-born businessmen to the United States, where some of them built beer breweries that prospered
alongside local agriculture. Because Philadelphia was at the center of American opposition to British colonial
rule, it is not surprising that Germans played an important role in the American Revolution that led to the
independence of the United States. By the late eighteenth century, many German immigrants had deep roots in
North American and were eager to help fight for independence. Known as Hessians because most of them
were from the German state of Hesse, as many as 30, German mercenaries may have fought for Great Britain,
and they may have constituted as many as one-third of all British combat troops in the Revolutionary War.
These Germans fought ruthlessly against the Americans, but they paid a heavy price in casualties. Nearly
one-quarter of them died from illnesses, and another quarter may have died in combat. It is not known exactly
how many of the German troops remained in the United States after the war, but their number seems to have
been high. Moreover, many Hessian mercenaries prospered after the war, thanks to the fact that the new U.
German immigrants who fought on the American side were also recognized for their valor and loyalty. Some
held high commands. A particularly well-known German general in the war was Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von
Steuben, who volunteered his services as a trained Prussian general to the American cause free of pay. Von
Steuben was especially valuable in teaching discipline and drill to revolutionary soldiers, few of whom had
any formal military training. The colonial troops were initially ridiculed by British troops for their inability to
hold line and their eagerness to retreat. Von Steuben helped transformthe untrained men into efficient soldiers.
Steubenville, Ohio, was later named in his honor. First Century of American Independence, Through the
half-century following the Revolutionary War, German immigration increased steadily. Many of the new
arrivals settled in such major cities as New York and Philadelphia, but independence from Great Britain
allowed the United States to open up the West to settlers, greatly expanding agricultural opportunities for
Germans and other immigrants. Although much of the prosperity that German immigrants enjoyed in North
America was based on their success in agriculture, Germans played a leading role in opposing slavery, which
provided most of the farm labor in southern U. Some of the German leaders in the American abolitionist
movement were political refugees from the many failed revolutions of in Europe who came to the United
States filled with liberal ideals. Civil War began in , German immigrants again played a prominent role in the
fighting. Some Germans fought for the Confederacy during the war, but the overwhelming majority of
Germans involved in the conflict fought on the Union side. Indeed, nearly one-quarter of all Union Army
troops were German Americans, about 45 percent of whom had been born in Europe. Many Germans who
fought for the Union brought considerable military experience. A slave state that remained in the Union,
Missouri had a large German population that supplied many soldiers to the Union cause. After the war ended
in , German immigration continued to rise at a rate faster than that of any other immigrant group into the early
twentieth century. Immigration from Germany, Source: Figures include only immigrants who obtained legal
permanent resident status. Anti-German fever during the war caused many Americans to vilify German
Americans, especially those known still to speak German, and recently arrived German immigrants. Many of
them were imprisoned for sedition or attacked by mobs. During the war, former U. Rising anti-German
sentiment saw many German names disappear from the names of businesses, schools, and even public streets.
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Many German-language magazines and newspapers stopped publishing. German Americans avoided speaking
German in public, and school systems stopped teaching German. Many German Americans anglicized their
own surnames: Anti- German and anti-Japanese campaigns began shortly after Japan launched its sneak attack
on Pearl Harbor on December 7, Using the Alien and Sedition Acts of , the U. German businesses suffered
vandalism and many Germans were attacked by American mobs. Meanwhile, the Holocaust in Europe led to
another increase in German immigrants following the war. Most of these people were German Jews who had
suffered greatly under the Nazi regime. An ironic aspect of the war was the fact that the supreme Allied
military commander and future president of the United States, Dwight D. Eisenhower was himself of German
descent. Some of his ancestors had been members of the Pennsylvania Dutch communities. The war also
brought to the United States the great German theoretic physicist Albert Einstein and German rocket expert
Wernher von Braun, who would later help shape the American space program. This development was aided by
growing American distrust of the Soviet Union and the beginning of the Cold War. With an ominous new
international threat looming, Americans were becoming less inclined to worry about differences among their
own subcultures. Despite early twentieth century anti-German movements, many traces of German culture
have survived into the twenty-first century. These can be seen in product names such as Bayer, Heinz,
Chrysler, Busch, and Budweiser, and in such now thoroughly American items of cuisine as hot dogs
frankfurters and pretzels. In addition to foods and beers, German culture has provided the American
educational system with the concept of kindergarten, which was regularly practiced in Germany following the
increased immigration during the early nineteenth century. Other German contributions to American culture
include two-day weekends, gymnasiums, Christmas trees, and theme parks. The German Fortyeighters in the
United States. Eighteen essays covering a wide range of topics, including a reappraisal that many of the
immigrants were not radicals or revolutionaries. The Colors of Courage: Depicts the forgotten heroism of
Germans and other immigrant peoples in one of the bloodiest battles in American history. University of
Pennsylvania Press, Details the everyday struggles of common German immigrants to the colonies during the
eighteenth century and includes many individual stories. The German American Experience.
Thought-provoking examination of how German immigrants have blended into American society.
Kamphoefner, Walter, and Wolfgang Helbich, eds. Germans in the Civil War: The Letters They Wrote Home.
Translated by Susan Carter Vogel. University of North Carolina Press, Fascinating collection of documents
presenting the firsthand views of German immigrants who fought in the U. Freedom from Fear, Part II. Oxford
University Press, This book places immigration issues in the broad context of America at war and looks at
American attitudes toward German immigrants. University of Virginia Press, Especially strong on
Holocaust-related immigrants. Comprehensive study of German immigrants in the United States, with sections
on politics and nativism, German rural and urban communities, and German-speaking communities. Facts On
File, Details personal stories of German immigrants to the United States and the key players in the formation
of the country. The German Forty-eighters in America. University of Pennsylvania, A classic work on the
experience of the Forty-eighters in the United States. Heavy emphasis on biography. Austrian immigrants;
CivilWar, U.
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World Apple Review - Edition Prospering in a Tumultuous World Major world developments are likely to
provide even greater challenges to apple firms in the next few years. Populations in many major developed
markets are aging. Women are marrying and having children later, and having fewer total children. There are
fewer traditional households with two earners, more single parent households, and more blended households.
These trends are causing the apple market to become fractionated into an increasing number of distinctive
niches. This will create difficult variety choices for producers and marketers. World Economy Still Struggling.
Many countries are still struggling to shake off the effects of the Great Recession. Even economies that are
doing well, like the United States and Germany, are seeing sluggish growth. A huge cloud hangs over growth
prospects in China, while other major emerging markets, like Brazil, Russia, South Africa and Indonesia, face
shrinkage in their once expanding middle class populations. Apple demand in these emerging markets is likely
to come under pressure. Russian embargo causing trade turmoil. Major EU suppliers, like Poland, France and
Italy, have been rushing to find alternative markets, driving down prices in those markets, and forcing
competing exporters to also find new markets. The Russian market for apples and AJC has been shrinking
because of recession, rising inflation and the falling value of the ruble. As long as the Russian embargo
remains, trade disruptions are likely to continue. Apple Firms Becoming More Productive. Operators in the
apple industry are becoming larger, and more efficient, and are employing the latest management techniques
and most advanced technologies to get larger, earlier yields. The world apple industry has just been through
some of the most prosperous years in recent memory. However, it is vital to prepare now for some dramatic
changes that are coming. The World Apple Review - aims to help readers understand, and prepare for, the
challenging conditions that lie ahead. It includes comprehensive, and up-to-date, analyses of all the major
aspects of the world apple industry from local production to distant consumption. It is a "must read" for any
owner, director or manager trying to prepare his or her firm for a sustainable future in the industry. The
authoritative guide to the world apple business. Click on Table of Contents for detailed information on
chapters, topics, tables and charts. To order your copy, click here , complete the pop-up order form and email,
mail or fax to:
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Hardcover Two quotes immediately flashed across my mind as I started reading Listening to the Future by
Dan Rasmus, a key soothsayer at Microsoft, and Rob Salkowitz, a free ranger in the Microsoft ecosystem who
occasionally wanders further afield. The first is a Kant quote: The second is due to Alan Kay, a big name in
the hoary past of my employer, Xerox: For you and me, this book is vastly more interesting for what it reveals
about the strategic culture at Microsoft than for what it reveals about the future which is interesting enough in
its own right though. The governing paradigm of the book might be called Scenario Planning 2. If strategic
cultures were cars, this would be a PT Cruiser. Scenario planning is an approach to imagining the future that
relies on specific background narratives; grand What-Ifs against which your foreground ideas can be
war-gamed. To get at their big what-ifs, Rasmus and Salkowitz looked at the bewildering variety of variables
that people think or panic or daydream about -- aging Baby Boomers, green issues, terrorism, peak oil -- and
pick out two: Each of these two variables is used to create a dichotomy axis that separates out
mutually-exclusive futures. The result is the 4 quadrant picture of mutually exclusive types of futures pictured
above. Here are these four scenarios: This assumes more and more people will become wholly or partially free
agents and organize themselves outside of corporations. The premise is that if an idea seems to hold up against
the hypothetical forces these four scenarios might unleash, then it is probably worth investing in. The authors
explain this approach with the colorful metaphor of wind-tunnel testing: The sorts of ideas they are interested
in are mostly obvious: But most of the book is not actually devoted to how Microsoft uses the models, but
how others might apply it. After the model is introduced in Chapter 1, the remaining 8 chapters, with titles like
"managing a dynamic business" and "prospering in a blended world" apply the framework to a variety of
questions, some at the C-suite strategy level, and some at the level of middle-management operational issues.
You should certainly read the book to learn about Microsoft. But should you adopt these Microsoft methods
yourself? If your company has an essentially pragmatic DNA, this is a great model to follow. If, on the other
hand, you have an essentially religious DNA, this type of thinking could slow you down and drain your
emotional energy. You might be better off taking the bigger risks of planning around single futures you plan to
create and not listening to the futures others might cause. This is an extract from my full review at [
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First, at the time of European contact, all but the simplest indigenous cultures in North America had developed
coherent religious systems that included cosmologiesâ€”creation myths, transmitted orally from one
generation to the next, which purported to explain how those societies had come into being. They also
venerated or placated a host of lesser supernatural entities, including an evil god who dealt out disaster,
suffering, and death. Third and finally, the members of most tribes believed in the immortality of the human
soul and an afterlife, the main feature of which was the abundance of every good thing that made earthly life
secure and pleasant. An Iroquois funeral as observed by a French Jesuit missionary, early s At left: The
Library Company of Philadelphia Like all other cultures, the Indian societies of North America hoped to enlist
the aid of the supernatural in controlling the natural and social world, and each tribe had its own set of
religious observances devoted to that aim. Individuals tried to woo or appease powerful spiritual entities with
private prayers or sacrifices of valuable items e. These uncommon abilities included predicting the future and
influencing the weatherâ€”matters of vital interest to whole tribesâ€”but shamans might also assist individuals
by interpreting dreams and curing or causing outbreaks of witchcraft. As even this brief account indicates,
many key Indian religious beliefs and practices bore broad but striking resemblances to those current among
early modern Europeans, both Catholic and Protestant. They, too, propitiated their deity with prayers and
offerings and relied upon a specially trained clergy to sustain their societies during periods of crisis. Finally,
the great majority of early modern Europeans feared witches and pondered the meaning of their dreams.
Important as it is to appreciate the affinities between the religious cultures of Indians and early modern
Europeans and Euro-Americans , there were real differences that must be kept in mind. The most important is
that Indians did not distinguish between the natural and the supernatural. By contrast, Protestant and Catholic
traditions were more inclined to emphasize the gulf that separated the pure, spiritual beings in heavenâ€”God,
the angels, and saintsâ€”from sinful men and women mired in a profane world filled with temptation and evil.
Guiding Student Discussion When you take up Native American religion in class, you could spend hours
describing the specific beliefs and rituals of the major tribes spanning the North American continent, but this
barrage of information might leave your students feeling overwhelmed and confused. It might be more
profitable to begin by promising yourself to avoid any approach to Native American spirituality that is too
exhaustively detailed. Thus you might start by describing the most salient and definitive characteristics of
Indian spirituality and its most basic similarities to and differences from Euro-American Christianity, about
which many students may also have only the vaguest notions, so your remarks will do double duty. Draw upon
this specific information to build toward more sweeping statements about the general character of Native
American religiosity. Consult these works for wonderful descriptions of Native American religious cultures
and read from the following examples. Muskogees along the Gulf of Mexico Joel W. Catawbas of the
Carolinas James H. Iroquois of upper New York Daniel K. If you can find time to do more in class, your best
students may be fascinated by examples of how native peoples adapted Christianity to their particular
historical circumstances and needs. And having got them, what you do next is to offer some examples, as
many as you can work into the time available, of how and why native peoples selectively borrowed from
Christianity, picking and choosing certain elements of Catholic or Protestant belief and ritual which they then
combined with traditional Indian practices. Many of the books cited in this essay describe the varying ways in
which individual Native Americans and whole tribes participated in this process. For examples, you may read
more on the following tribal groups. Indians did not simply replace one faith with another, nor did most
converts cynically pretend to embrace Christian convictions. Instead, native beliefs and rituals gradually
became intermixed with Christian elements, exemplifying a process known as religious syncretismâ€”a
creative combination of the elements of different religious traditions yielding an entirely new religious system
capable of commanding broad popular loyalties. Essays on Acculturation and Cultural Persistence [Athens:
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University of Georgia Press, ]. In both versions, native peoples figured primarily as passive victims. More
recent histories tell another story entirely, drawing attention to the enduring Indian resistance to white
domination and, even more important, to the multiple forms of cultural adaptation and accommodation that
took place on both sides of the moving frontier. Cambridge University Press, , which focuses on the Ohio
valley and shows how a common cultural terrain gradually emerged as its indigenous peoples interacted with
missionaries, soldiers, traders, and other settlers, first the French and later the English. To get the most from
this book requires several hours of close reading, but every learned, lucidly written page repays the effort.
Oxford University Press, The book sparkles with learning and wit, and its pages are filled with anecdotes that
will delight your students. Oxford University Press, , which offers a rich array of selections exploring every
facet of life, including religion, among the eastern Woodland tribes, as well as much helpful commentary in
the introduction and prefaces to each selection. She holds a Ph. Heyrman is the author of Commerce and
Culture:
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Proudly created with Wix. BQH is a Quantum Hypnosis method that allows you to connect with your higher
self and spirit guides to tap into the higher perspective they operate from. It is not a typical hypnosis session,
but a metaphysical practice based on spiritual principles. Past lives and how they may connect to health, and
other, problems you have today is one topic that can be explored during a Quantum Healing Session. BQH
allows practitioners to incorporate other healing modalities during sessions, such as Reiki, crystal and other
forms of energy healing. BQH sessions can be held online because they work just as well as they do in person.
Contact Tell me about BQH BQH allows you to tap into your own inner wisdom for the answers you seek by
putting your conscious mind into a trance-like state. This allows you to access your subconscious mind,
communicating with your higher self, and guides. Your own inner wisdom guides your BQH session, the
practitioner simply holds space, light and energy to allow this to occur and support you during your session.
There are also opportunities to heal and explore during BQH sessions. You will put together a list of questions
prior to your appointment that you will review with your practitioner prior to the BQH session. If you are
meant to know at this time your answers will come thru during your session. You and your practitioner will
also set your intentions for the session and perform water alchemy. Your practitioner will participate with you
so that they too can hold the intention for the session. Your soul will begin to show you what it would like you
to see at this time. Perhaps a few past lives? Or maybe a specific event in your life? Once this part of the
exploration is complete, your practitioner will then begin asking the questions you prepared prior to the
session. We then ask why were you shown these events and what lessons can be drawn. You are then brought
back to full consciousness. Want to learn more about our services?
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Related Media We live in a day when many evangelical churches seek to build their attendance through
gimmicks and entertainment. Years ago, when this trend toward church growth was beginning to take hold,
Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones told a group at Westminster Chapel in London, where he was pastor, that he knew a
way to insure that every seat would be filled the following Sunday. To understand this story, you need to
know that Dr. Lloyd-Jones was a very proper Welshman who always wore a suit. In his biography, there is a
picture of him at the beach with his little daughter, and he is wearing a suit as he sits on the sand! I think he
was born wearing a suit! Lloyd-Jones went on to talk about the biblical basis for proper worship, as opposed to
the approach of using entertainment to entice people to attend church Martyn Lloyd-Jones, by Iain Murray
[Banner of Truth], 2: They learn how to make the church user-friendly for outsiders. They are taught how to
shorten the sermon and make it non-threatening to the unchurched, while using drama and multi-media to get
the message across. Some of the largest evangelical churches in America use these methods and teach them to
thousands of pastors who see dramatic results. In our text, we see an example of impressive church growth.
From a small group of persecuted refugees, the church in Antioch saw large numbers of people come to
Christ. In fact, three times Luke underscores the large numbers But the reason this church experienced such
remarkable growth was not that the leaders employed the latest church growth principles. Rather, the reason
for the growth was simple: This was a church that God was blessing. That should be our aim, that the hand of
the Lord would be with us. To be a church that God blesses, we should learn from the church of Antioch.
Employing the principles that this church followed will not necessarily result in numerical growth, since God
does not always grant numerical growth along with His blessing. If we want the hand of the Lord to be with
us, then we would do well to study and follow the example of this church at Antioch. There are seven
principles I want to point out: God blesses a church where every member is a minister. The founding and
prospering of the church at Antioch was arguably one of the most significant events in the history of Western
civilization. It led to the distinctiveness of the Christian church apart from the Jewish synagogue, in that it
blended together in one body both Jews and Gentiles. It was here that the followers of Jesus were first called
Christians. From Antioch, the church launched the first mission to Europe. One remarkable feature of this
church was how it started. It was not founded by apostles or pastors or trained missionaries. Rather, some
unnamed men who were scattered because of the persecution that arose in connection with Stephen came to
Antioch and began talking, not just to the Jews, but to the Greeks Gentiles , telling the good news about the
Lord Jesus Rather, in their everyday contacts, they told others about Jesus Christ. There is reason to believe
that Luke himself was a native of Antioch. Perhaps as a doctor, he was treating a man who told him about
Jesus Christ, leading to his conversion. But surely Luke either knew or easily could have found out the names
of these evangelists. He mentions where they were from. Yet they remain unnamed, I believe, for a reason. If
they had been named, we would hold them up as missionary heroes, and view them as men a notch above the
average church member. We would think that what they did was something that we could never do. But their
remaining unnamed tells us that they were common men who had met the Lord Jesus and who wanted others
to know Him, too. We all can do what they did. Note also that even when Barnabas and Saul later rose to
positions of leadership through their teaching ministry, this church did not depend on them in order to function
and grow. They could send both of them off on a relief mission to Jerusalem, which would have taken at least
a couple of months, and keep operating. Later, when the Holy Spirit set apart Barnabas and Saul for the first
missionary journey, the church could send off these two key leaders and keep right on rolling. This was
because this church knew the principle of the body, that God has gifted every member and each one is
expected to exercise his or her gift in ministry. If the spreading of the gospel or the functioning of the church
depends on the labors of full-time missionaries or pastors, ministry will be severely limited. But if every
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person who has trusted in Christ as Savior and Lord feels the obligation of serving Him and of telling others
the good news about Him, the gospel will spread and the church will be built up. Every Christian should sense
his or her responsibility to serve Christ and bear witness of Him. God blesses a church where the gospel is
proclaimed as the power of God to save sinners. To understand our text, you need to know something about
Antioch. It was located miles north of Jerusalem and was the third largest city in the Roman empire, behind
Rome and Alexandria, having more than , residents. It was a center for commerce and a crossroads for travel
and trade between Europe and the Orient. This made the city a melting pot of various races, including the
Romans, the local Syrians, Jews, and others. The city was proverbial for sexual immorality. Five miles outside
of town was the grove of Daphne, where worshipers of Artemis and Apollo pursued their religion of pleasure
with temple prostitutes. The Roman satirist Juvenal criticized the moral pollution of Rome by saying that the
sewage of the Orontes a river flowing through Antioch had for too long been discharged into the Tiber flowing
through Rome. It is significant that when God picked a city that would become the center for missionary
endeavor, He picked a cosmopolitan, morally corrupt city like Antioch. The same gospel that is the power of
God for salvation to the Jews proved to be the power of God for salvation to these pagan Gentiles as well. This
means that these former pagans gave up their idols, their sexual immorality, their lying, and their corrupt
business practices when they put their trust in Jesus as Lord. When Barnabas came, he witnessed the grace of
God He could see that God had changed these people. Faith in the good news about Jesus as Savior cannot be
divorced from repentance from sin. One remarkable proof that the gospel is from God is that wherever it goes,
it has the same powerful effect. The message does not need to be changed when it is taken to a tribe of
primitive headhunters. It does not need to be intellectualized when it is taken to a sophisticated university
crowd. Whatever their culture or background, people are all sinners who need to know how to be reconciled to
God before they face Him in judgment. If we will tell the simple gospel message to the people we come into
contact with, God will bless us with conversions. God blesses a church where His grace, not legalism,
permeates the body. Red lights started flashing! It was one thing when the God-fearing Gentile, Cornelius, had
become a Christian through the preaching of the leading apostle, Peter. That stretched the limit. But when raw
pagans from a notoriously immoral place like Antioch started coming into the church through the witness of a
bunch of laymen, it was time for the mother church to check things out! So they sent Barnabas. He saw the
grace of God and he rejoiced If the apostles had sent a legalistic member of the circumcision party, he might
have seen something else and had a very different response. He would have seen Jews and Gentiles eating
together Gal. Instead of rejoicing, he would have been horrified. No doubt he also saw a lot of imperfection in
these new converts. New believers do not drop all of their pagan baggage the day they get saved. A church
made up of people from such different backgrounds as those in Antioch was bound to have some irritations
and conflicts. Instead of slapping a bunch of Jewish rules on them, he rejoiced at what God was doing, and
then began to encourage them to remain true to the Lord. What do you see when you see a new convert? Let
me describe him: He has a tattoo and an earring. Or, do you see the grace of God who has saved that young
man, and rejoice? The seminary wants their supporters to come and see the kind of quality young leaders that
Dallas is producing. When Hendricks got there with his neighbors, he discovered that his table was front and
center. When they dimmed the lights, the spotlight on the stage shined right over their table. We need to treat
others as God has graciously treated us. God blesses a church where grace is the motivation to remain true to
the Lord. Barnabas could see that these new believers needed to grow in their faith. Genuine conversion is a
matter of the heart. Steadfastness in the Christian life is not an accident, but a matter of resolute purpose. We
must purpose to deny ourselves and follow the Lord Jesus. He is the all-sufficient One who can meet your
every need. He has done the greatest thing by loving you and giving Himself for you on the cross. He will not
abandon or forsake you, even if He calls you to go through persecution or even martyrdom. Let His grace
motivate you to resolve in your heart to follow Him and walk with Him no matter what! They proclaim the
gospel as the power of God to save sinners from every kind of background. Grace, not legalism, permeates this
church, and grace is the motivation to go on in holiness with the Lord.
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The most significant role religion had on politics and commerce during the period from to was directly related
to, and influenced by, the expansion and growth of communication and commercial trade networks that linked
every region of the world to every other region. The most dramatic example of this is that people of Afro
Eurasia began to interact on a large scale with people of the Americas from the early sixteenth century "Big
Era Six," n. The exchange of plants, animals, and microorganisms between Afro Eurasia and the Americas
was a direct consequence of the success of European sea captains in permanently linking the two hemispheres.
Europeans gained access to important new sources of food including maize, tobacco, and the potato, which
were American crops, and sugar and cotton, which came from Afro Eurasia, thrived in the Americans "Big Era
Six," n. This period in history was the first emergence of a truly global economy. Religion and politics were
intertwined to the point that there was almost no separation of church and state in most regions of the world.
Religion had direct influences on politics and law, and the efforts to proselytize could not have been
supported, nor been as successful, without the global trade system supporting the spread of religions.
Religious and political developments during this era saw the greatest changes in European governments. In ,
the kingdoms in Europe were governed by rulers with only a tentative grasp of political power Henderson, n.
They were fragmented and the political structures were still held together by feudal ties. During the 16th
century, the growing wealth of Spain tilted power toward the Habsburg family that ruled many areas of
Europe Henderson, n. Competition for control of the new Atlantic trade system deepened the divisions among
them and by the end of the century, rivalries among the countries were intense Henderson, n. In Asia, the
Ming Emperors continued to rule China until the mids. Although its cultural brilliance and economic
achievements continued until about , China was dealing with the same problems that the Muslim empires had:
The s saw the reemergence of the Mongols as a regional power, this time with the help and support of Tibet. In
gratitude, the Mongols bestowed the Tibetan leader with the title of Dalai Lama, or "universal teacher" of
Tibetan Buddhism. Also, the famed Silk Road trade fell into decline during this era Robinson, New
technologies and European control meant that more and more trade was conducted by water causing
land-based trade to decrease. Which cultures showed the most religious toleration: Many empires, such as the
Persian and the Mongol, encouraged religious pluralism, while others, like the Holy Roman empire and the
Sui dynasty in China, had policies favoring a single religion The Great, n. In Muslim states such as the
Abbasid and Ottoman empires, where Islam was the major faith, other religions were tolerated The Great, n.
After the Protestant Reformation, which in the sixteenth century ruptured the Roman Catholic Church, each
new European nation-state tended to opt to remain Catholic France, Spain or chose one variety of
Protestantism England, the Netherlands, Sweden. Eventually, the tensions between religious faiths contributed
to the shaping of Europe into nation-states and zones of Catholicism and Protestantism The Great, n. In the
four decades after , the Roman Catholic Church with the advent of world colonialism ushered in waves of
Christian expansion into the Western Hemisphere and East Asia. To the south, Islam was prospering in Africa,
dwarfing Christian efforts at conversion there. Meanwhile in the Indian subcontinent, Afghan and Turkic
armies based in Afghanistan penetrated the Indus and Ganges valleys and had established nominal rule over
large areas of the region The Great, n. In the Mughals, another invading Turkic nomadic group, conquered
northern India and established the Mughal empire. These conversions were largely the result of Sufi
missionaries, that is, adherents of mystical beliefs and practices. In the thousand-year relationship between
Hinduism and Islam, both conflict and synthesis occurred The Great, n. Islam has left an indelible impression
on Indian culture, and it has been an integral part of Indian history. Buddhism in East Asia, without state
patronage, had blended into a tradition of Neo-Confucianism. Korea combined Shamanism,
Neo-Confucianism, and Buddhism.
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