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1: World of Survival (TV Series â€“ ) - IMDb
Ray Mears' World of Survival (not to be confused with the World of Survival nature program that aired in the USA from )
is a survival television series hosted by Ray Mears.

Share via Email Ray Mears: Martin Godwin for the Guardian Frankly, I have been brought here under false
pretences. I had been promised an interview with Ray Mears in Richmond Park. Somehow this has been
transmuted into an hour with Mears at his publishers in central London, in an anonymous office on the 14th
floor. I cheer up momentarily when I spot a labrador, but it belongs to his publicist. Ideal for the Euston Road.
The urban setting is not entirely inappropriate, because Mears is surprisingly urbane. He is friendly, podgy,
earnest. Fifty next year, he has decided to mark the occasion by writing his autobiography, which is not the
expected tale of derring-do but the unlikely story of an only child born in suburban south London who became
obsessed by wild places and devoted his life to them. Fifty must be a watershed in the deer-skinning,
alligator-wrestling business. Is he trying to tell us something with the memoir? I was in the right place at the
right time for certain doors to open. It makes you feel at home in places we are otherwise brought up to
believe are threatening. But it was neither of those things. ITV simply asked me to make some wildlife
programmes. I love wildlife, it was a natural thing for me to do, so I said yes, and I really enjoyed them. ITV
He hopes his programmes have encouraged us to become more environmentally minded, but reckons we have
to become more hard-headed in our approach to conservation. He warns against the danger of "loving
something to death" â€” not being willing to cull individuals to save the species. He mentions a magnificent
beech tree in Ashdown forest, close to where he lives in Sussex, which needed pollarding. Local people loved
it too much for its branches to be cut, and eventually the tree collapsed. If a year-old was to copy him and
impale himself on a pram leaping into a canal somewhere in Britain because they were inspired by it, I would
think that was his fault. His involvement was revealed at the time , but Mears says he wanted to have his say
because he felt he had been accused of muscling in on the police operation for publicity purposes. The whole
event was a tragedy, and there was no glory-seeking. The media criticised the police for having involved me.
If you want to go off and explore wild parts of the world, the best way is always to do it progressively. Big
journeys start with little journeys in the parks and common land, your confidence grows, and as your
confidence grows the trails grow longer. Here a sniper scans the Northumbrian countryside. Being alone
means there are fewer disturbances, so you see more. He did a lot of judo as a teenager under the tutelage of a
gnarled, stoical second world war veteran, and imbibed its philosophy. It teaches you spirit and determination.
Every day it helps me in some way. The sound of nature is important. I can identify the different species of
trees by the sound their leaves make, and they can foretell weather changes. Instead, he read voraciously and
taught himself about bushcraft, seeking out experts and badgering them to pass their skills on to him. He
worked in the City briefly, but chafed at the constraints and started running bushcraft courses and developing a
career as a photographer of the natural world instead. That led on to books and, from the early s, television. He
abandoned his career as a professional photographer, but it remains a passion and he is clutching a portfolio of
recent pictures when we meet. The most affecting part of the book is the section dealing with the death from
breast cancer in of his first wife, Rachel, which left him angry, bitter and confused. His company Woodlore
has been going for more than 30 years, and he is as much entrepreneur as environmentalist â€” he a sideline
selling outdoor clothes and equipment online. He will be in paradise, listening to the wind in the trees and
communing with the ghosts of the hunter-gatherers he admires so much.
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2: BBC Two - Ray Mears' World of Survival - Episode guide
In this fully illustrated book, originally published to tie in with his BBC TV series, Ray Mears brings to life the survival
skills used by native peoples in the most inhospitable, yet most incredible, environments on Earth.

Bear Grylls Survival Showdown Over the past twenty years, TV catering to outdoor types who are in the habit
of sitting down with a cup of tea and a slice of Kendal mint cake to watch the goggle-box for a couple of hours
has gone from strength to strength. In fact, some survival shows have become so successful that they have
crossed over into the mainstream, boosting the popularity of outdoor adventure pursuits and turning their
presenters into major celebrities in the process. It was the culmination of years of hard work for Ray, who
started out in the outdoors industry a decade previously with the formation of his company Woodlore , which
specialised in wilderness bushcraft courses. Still in existence today, having branched out into the outdoor
clothing and accessories market, Woodlore established Ray as a respected outdoor survival expert, who, in the
years since, has acted as a consultant for both the army and the police force. Back in the s and early s, leading
his bushcraft courses enabled Ray to develop a calm, steady teaching method which would later form the basis
of his presenting style. Across the Atlantic, however, another outdoor adventurer was taking the first steps
towards his own career in front of the cameras. Les Stroud Enter one Mr Les Stroud â€” ace blues harmonica
player, songwriter, performer, film-maker and survival maverick. While Ray was making his first understated
steps into the world of TV stardom with Tracks, Les was embarking on perhaps the most unlikely honeymoon
imaginable. A former producer for Canadian music video channel MuchMusic, and one-time garbage collector
for the City of Toronto, Les found a new direction in life when he caught the adventure bug during a canoeing
trip around the lakes of Temagami in north-eastern Ontario, Canada. Totally smitten with the sport, and the
outdoors in general, he took a job leading canoe excursions for Black Feather Wilderness Adventures. During
this period, he met his future wife â€” photographer and fellow survival enthusiast Susan Jamisont The couple
were married in , when they took the highly unconventional decision to spend the next year living off the land
in the vast wilderness of Wabakimi Provincial Park in Ontario, Canada, interacting with civilisation only
rarely, perhaps if one of them suffered a medical emergency. During their year in seclusion in this unforgiving
yet idyllic landscape, the pair used their media skills to record every aspect of their lives, producing footage
which would form the basis of the documentary Snowshoes and Solitude. Les and Susan would go on to teach
outdoor survival courses with their company Wilderness Voice, and formed another company, Wilderness
Spirit Productions, as a vehicle for subsequent survival-themed TV projects. His proposal was successful, and
the new working partnership soon produced the documentaries One Week in the Wilderness and Winter in the
Wilderness. Flickr Former SAS reservist , adventurer and TV survival expert Bear Grylls broke into the
entertainment industry during the first few years of this century. Bear enjoyed a colourful and somewhat
privileged childhood on the Isle of Wight. His father, a prominent MP, Royal Yacht Squadron member and
former Royal Marine, introduced him to a host of outdoor activities such as climbing, sailing and skydiving.
As an older teenager, Bear raised money selling water filters door to door to fund extended excursions in
Europe and beyond. His wanderlust took him as far afield as Japan, where he undertook training to become a
Karate grandmaster, and India, where he trekked around the Himalayas, having originally set out with the
intention of enlisting in the Indian Army. These are just the surface of his experiences. At the time, Bear had
no idea where all this would eventually lead. As it turned out, he was destined for a career in survival TV so
successful that he would work with some of the most famous people on the planet. Instead, he had his sights
set on a military career, and duly tried out for the Territorial Army regiment of the SAS at the earliest
available opportunity. Although Bear went on to serve with the Special Forces for a number of years, his
career was to be cut short when a parachute accident in Zambia almost left him permanently paralysed.
Determined not only to walk again, but also to achieve his childhood ambition to conquer Mount Everest,
Bear made a full recovery, and later succeeded in scaling the iconic mountain at the age of just His
inspirational story caught the attention of the TV industry, and before long he was starring in the hit UK series
Born Survivor on Channel 4 also broadcast internationally via the Discovery Channel network as Man vs.
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Wild and Ultimate Survival. Undoubtedly the credentials of all three of our intrepid explorers are as cast iron
as a good quality camping stove. At first glance Bear Grylls might seem like the obvious candidate â€” he has
the SAS background, looks the part, and gets all the best celebrity endorsements. But is he â€” as his critics
would suggest â€” all about the dazzling lights of showbiz over and above the grizzled determination of a true
survival great? Maybe Ray Mears â€” the originator of the three â€” has the edge. He once escaped from a
high-speed helicopter crash completely unscathed, and went on to give medical assistance to a fellow
passenger. Which leaves us with Les. There are 0 comments.
3: Ray Mears' World of Survival - DVD PLANET STORE
This feature is not available right now. Please try again later.

4: The world of survival expert Ray Mears - Telegraph
Rights belong to BBC and other respective owners.

5: Ray Mears' World of Survival (TV series) - Wikipedia
Ray Mears' World of Survival is a survival television series hosted by Ray Mears. The series airs on the BBC in United
Kingdom, it is also shown on Discovery Channel in the United States, Canada, India, Italy, Brazil, New Zealand,
Australia, Norway, Sweden, The Netherlands and Russia.

6: Ray Mears | eBay
Companion book to the BBC series. From the Arctic to the Kalahari desert, world expert survival instructor Ray Mears
discovers ancient survival skills that are on the threshold of extinction. A practical guide and a fascinating study of native
peoples. To ask other readers questions about World of.

7: Travel Channel United Kingdom | Shows: Ray Mears - World of Survival
Ray Mears explores remote areas with tips on survival and living with indigenous peoples.

8: Ray Mears: 'I will never trust hour news again' | Television & radio | The Guardian
Ray Mears bushcraft courses and Woodlore school of wilderness bushcraft. Online camping equipment and outdoor
survival kit store.

9: Bear Grylls Survival Face-off - Ray Mears vs Les Str
Mears first appeared on television in presenting the BBC series Tracks and then, in , Ray Mears' World of Survival. In ,
he presented the BBC documentary Ray Mears' Real Heroes of Telemark about the Norwegian heavy water sabotage
mission during World War II.
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