REAGANS REBELLION pdf
1: SparkNotes: Ronald Reagan: Brief Overview
James Mann, The Rebellion of Ronald Reagan: A History of the End of the Cold War () In university, I once attended a
panel discussion about the Cold War where one of the organizers of the large antinuclear demonstrations that took
place in the Netherlands in the early s startled the audience by saying he believed President Ronald Reagan had been a
"nuclear pacifist.".

The Rebellion of Ronald Reagan: He effectively reversed the momentum of the New Deal expansion of the
federal government while leading the largest growth in peacetime military spending in national history,
making him a polarizing figure for commentators and historians alike. Contrasting visions of Reagan have
been especially stark in the realm of foreign affairs. Advocates often argue that he launched a new arms race
that undermined the Soviet Union. Critics remember a detached leader presiding over the shameful
Iran-Contra scandal. Both depictions are problematic, as they accentuate different aspects of a complex, often
inscrutable man. The journalist has written critically of conservative foreign policies in the past, but he finds
much to admire in Reagan. No, the president did not single-handedly end the Cold War, nor was he the
primary factor influencing its peaceful resolution. According to Mann, he was, however, optimistic and
adaptable, relying on a set of Cold War values that emphasized the human character that existed under the
communist system he so vehemently despised. These values ran counter to entrenched ideologies on both right
and left, but they allowed him to see the promise of working with honestly reform-minded Mikhail
Gorbachev. The president believed that the United States was a country of right, where democracy and
capitalism best served the needs of the people. In contrast, Reagan viewed communism as a devious ideology
imposed on an unwilling nation by disingenuous leaders. However, Mann argues that this separation of the
people from the system also allowed for a certain flexibility. Reagan saw a real possibility for systemic reform
if only a Soviet leader would abandon dictatorial control of the people. The duo embraced a rigid model of
geopolitical competition where the existence of two superpowers with contrasting ideologies made some
conflict inevitable. Power relationships, and not specific leaders, fueled the feud. Managing the conflict
through persistent pressure offered the only solution. He embraced Gorbachev when he came to trust the man,
moderating his suspicion of the Soviet actions in a way critics like Nixon could not understand. When
Gorbachev first came to power, Reagan remained hawkish and distrustful of the new leader. The arch-Cold
Warrior eventually warmed to the Soviet premier thanks partly to the intervention of popular author and
Russophile Suzanne Massie and to the face-to-face meetings at Reykjavik and Geneva. Certainly, Reagan
never fully abandoned his confrontational tone, perhaps best exemplified in his direct challenge to Gorbachev
to tear down the Berlin Wall. Still, Mann considers even this a positive quality, as Reagan continued to push
Gorbachev to make good on his opening of the Russian political system and the liberalization of its foreign
policy. President Reagan meeting with Soviet General Secretary Gorbachev for the first time during the
Geneva Summit in Switzerland, Image courtesy of Wikimedia Commons There is room for debate in some of
these conclusions, but Mann shows clearly the key role of Reagan in keeping dialogue going after the initial
summit meetings. Nixon, Kissinger, and even advisers like Frank Carlucci rightly believed that Soviet reforms
were meant primarily to strengthen the country, yet in their support for more confrontational policies they
missed the real potential of cooperation. Reagan was a hawk, but he was far less hidebound in his beliefs than
many of his contemporaries. The president pursued the opportunity to reduce tensions when it presented itself.
You may also like:
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2: User account | Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
JAMES MANN, whose speciality is the murky world of Republican policymaking, and whose book on George Bush's war
cabinet, "Rise of the Vulcans", was a deserved hit, has produced a winner.

March 5, His subject is Ronald Reagan ,his relationship with Mikhail Gorbachev and the ending of the cold
war. Backed by a thorough trawl of American documents and people though lacking corresponding access to
Russian sources ,it is a sound account,well worth reading. He kicks off with a chapter on the relationship
between Reagan and Richard Nixon ,who may have kept a low public profile but bombarded the president
with advice. And this advice appears with hindsight to have been fairly bad. Along with Henry Kissinger,who
also periodically weighed in,Nixon seemed unable to grasp what Reagan instinctively understood,even if he
was wary about articulating it: It is this,according to Mr Mann,that made Reagan a rebel,and his rebellion was
rooted in a profound philosophical difference. One realist school of thought held that the cold war was
something immutable,a fact of history that could at best be managed through the grinding diplomatic protocols
known as detente. The other school,to which Reagan belonged,sensed that communism was weaker than it
looked and that the cold war would die with it. Unfortunately,it was not just Nixon and Mr Kissinger who
belonged to the first realist school but also most of the State Department,the Pentagon and the rest of the
national security apparatus,not to mention the whole chorus of the conservative commentariat. Here,for
instance,is George Will,of the Washington Post,writing in But how did Reagan,who had never been to the
Soviet Union,and who first came to politics in those days,Mr Mann reminds us,as a Democrat battling against
labour unions and alleged communist subversion in the film industry,come to feel this? For an unofficial
adviser,with no job or proper function,Ms Massie held a remarkable 20 or so meetings with the president,and
they wrote frequently to one another. As Mr Mann shows,she carried back-channel messages between Reagan
and the Kremlin. And she gave the president his favourite catch-phrase for dealing with Russians: Even as
Reagan was travelling to Germany,nervous detentist elements in his own government were trying to rewrite
his speech. And there is an excellent final section on the summit diplomacy that did so much to change
Western perceptions of the Soviet Union. The book,fascinating and recommended though it is,does leave
some large questions unanswered. After all,the concessions,on arms control and so much else,all came from
the Russian side. Neither the arms race nor any concerted effort to strangle the Soviet economy pushed the
empire over the edge. Which does rather raise the question:
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3: Reagan Rebellion
Reagan s rebellion James Mann,whose speciality is the murky world of Republican policymaking,and whose book on
George Bush s war cabinet.

Jul 01, Erik Graff rated it liked it Recommends it for: On this, albeit with a very narrow focus, Mann delivers.
Basically, what this is is a detailed description of how Ronald Reagan, in opposition to his political base and
to most of his staff, switched from being a hawk to becoming a dove in disarmament negotiations with
Mikhail Gorbachev. Whatever his deficits, Reagan and wife Nancy was genuinely concerned about world
peace. Afterall, the powers that be in the liberal establishment hark on the savings and loans scandels, the
Iran-Contra affair, and the way the man took a hawkish stance to foreign policy. Furthermore, since casting
my first vote for president in , I had been hearing the unashamed hero worship of this man for the past 10
years. He is the standard against which all Repulicans compare each In the past, as a died blue in the wool
liberal, I would have scoffed at the idea of Reagan as good president. He is the standard against which all
Repulicans compare each other and themselves. Every Republican primary becomes a goofy jockeyed to
prove they are more like Reagan than anyone else. Therefore, one comes to equate all that is conservative to
the man that is Ronald Reagan. However, I think this book offers a chance to maybe take a different look at
the former president. For one, I was surprised to find that the so-called hawk, doved later in his administration.
I enjoyed hearing about the battles behind the scenes, during which Reagan lost his unwavering support from
the far right, and indeed fell under their frequent attacks. This insight gives new light to the current climate of
conservative American where such radically conservative personalities as Hannity and Coulter continue to
hold the former president up as the quintessential conservative. In addition, over the years, I have heard many
modern Republican and Conservative analysts insist that the Reagan push on military build up was an
intentional attempt to force the USSR into an unsustainable arms race that would economically destabilize the
nation enough to force changes. This book seems to call this explanation into question after examining the
words and documents of former Reagan officials. These new insights into the former administration were
certainly eye opening. As far as the writing goes, the book is almost a random amalgamation of anecdotes and
stories. As mentioned in other reviews, the author repeats himself often. Furthermore, the book does seem to
jump from time to time, and I would often have a go back a few pages because I thought I had missed
something. Nevertheless, the book was worth the read for the chance to clarify my views on this former
president. This is one of the flaws in what is otherwise an excellent book. He also spends a good deal of his
space discussing how important the "tear down this wall" speech was, and while he makes a good case for
how important any speech can be for any president, it does seem to be a ridiculously long section just to
discuss how one speech works, even giving one chapter that is mostly a verbatim reprint of the speech, an act
that caused me to drop my rating another star, when the sections detailing American and Soviet
behind-the-scenes diplomacy were much more interesting. Truth, as the author points out well so far, is
somewhere in between. Review still stands -- pretty solid, fairly unbiased look at how a TV
movie-of-the-week saved us all from nuclear war. It would appear Regan had the fortitude to extend a willing
hand to Go Tag line for the book is did Regan really end the Cold War or just be in the right place at the right
time. It would appear Regan had the fortitude to extend a willing hand to Gorbachev and let him make the
changes necessary to to transition USSR out of the Cold War. In the end, it seems Regan made the necessary
assist for Gorbachev to create the environment that in the end brought the Wall down and ended the Cold War.
Reagan is a fascinating individual from his anti-communist battles as the president of the Screen Actors Guild,
to his tenuous initial dealings with the Soviet bloc and Gorbachev.

Page 3

REAGANS REBELLION pdf
4: List of U.S. presidential campaign slogans - Wikipedia
Reagan Rebellion Friday, January 6, Is it working. This is a test of the redirect function I am implementing on
www.enganchecubano.com is it working? Who could know.

Still, a case could be made for putting Ronald Reagan in the competition. Share this article Printer friendly
Granted, the very idea of rating Reagan as one of the worst presidents ever will infuriate his many right-wing
acolytes and offend Washington insiders who have made a cottage industry out of buying some protection
from Republicans by lauding the 40th President. Nixon helped create the Environmental Protection Agency;
he imposed energy-conservation measures; he opened the diplomatic door to communist China. After
defeating Ford in , Carter injected more respect for human rights into U. Carter also emphasized the need to
contain the spread of nuclear weapons, especially in unstable countries like Pakistan. By , Reagan had become
a pied piper luring the American people away from the tough choices that Nixon, Ford and Carter had defined.
Cruelty with a Smile With his superficially sunny disposition â€” and a ruthless political strategy of exploiting
white-male resentments â€” Reagan convinced millions of Americans that the threats they faced were:
African-American welfare queens, Central American leftists, a rapidly expanding Evil Empire based in
Moscow, and the do-good federal government. The same with the environment. Reagan intentionally staffed
the Environmental Protection Agency and the Interior Department with officials who were hostile toward
regulation aimed at protecting the environment. However, a strong case can be made that the Cold War was
won well before Reagan arrived in the White House. Indeed, in the s, it was a common perception in the U.
The Afghan Debacle In that view, Soviet military operations, including sending troops into Afghanistan in ,
were mostly defensive in nature. In Afghanistan, the Soviets hoped to prop up a pro-communist government
that was seeking to modernize the country but was beset by opposition from Islamic fundamentalists who were
getting covert support from the U. Though the Afghan covert operation originated with Cold Warriors in the
Carter administration, especially national security adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski, the war was dramatically
ramped up under Reagan, who traded U. Trade-offs elsewhere in the world also damaged long-term U. Indeed,
across the region, hostility to Washington is now the rule, creating openings for China, Iran, Cuba and other
American rivals. Many honest reporters saw their careers damaged when they resisted the lies and distortions
of the Reagan administration. Civil wars in Central America between impoverished peasants and wealthy
oligarchs became East-West showdowns. That behavior also would rear its head again in the war crimes of
George W. Meanwhile, unprecedented greed was unleashed on Wall Street, fraying old-fashioned bonds
between company owners and employees. Before Reagan, corporate CEOs earned less than 50 times the salary
of an average worker. By the end of the Reagan-Bush-I administrations in , the average CEO salary was more
than times that of a typical worker. Many other trends set during the Reagan era continued to corrode the U.
Arguably, the descent into this dark fantasyland â€” that Ronald Reagan began in the early s â€” reached its
nadir in the flag-waving early days of the Iraq War. Only gradually did reality begin to reassert itself as the
death toll mounted in Iraq and the Katrina disaster reminded Americans why they needed an effective
government. Still, the disasters â€” set in motion by Ronald Reagan â€” continued to roll in. Even leading
Democrats genuflect to Reagan. Still, Obama and congressional Democrats continue to pander to the Reagan
myth. Obama hailed the right-wing icon. His latest book, Neck Deep: The Disastrous Presidency of George
W. Bush, was written with two of his sons, Sam and Nat, and can be ordered at neckdeepbook. Or go to
Amazon. To comment at Consortiumblog, click here. To make a blog comment about this or other stories, you
can use your normal e-mail address and password. Ignore the prompt for a Google account. To comment to us
by e-mail, click here. To donate so we can continue reporting and publishing stories like the one you just read,
click here. Back to Home Page Consortiumnews.

Page 4

REAGANS REBELLION pdf
5: Rebellion Ronald Reagan, Mar 11 | Video | www.enganchecubano.com
Ronald Reagan's presidential policies have irrevocably shaped the political debate over the last two decades. He
effectively reversed the momentum of the New Deal expansion of the federal government while leading the largest
growth in peacetime military spending in national history, making him a.

The video traces the drug war from President Nixon to the draconian Rockefeller Drug Laws to the emerging
aboveground marijuana market that is poised to make legal millions for wealthy investors doing the same
thing that generations of people of color have been arrested and locked up for. After you watch the video, read
on to learn more about the discriminatory history of the war on drugs. The Early Stages of Drug Prohibition
Many currently illegal drugs, such as marijuana, opium, coca, and psychedelics have been used for thousands
of years for both medical and spiritual purposes. So why are some drugs legal and other drugs illegal today?
The first anti-opium laws in the s were directed at Chinese immigrants. The first anti-cocaine laws in the early
s were directed at black men in the South. The first anti-marijuana laws, in the Midwest and the Southwest in
the s and 20s, were directed at Mexican migrants and Mexican Americans. Today, Latino and especially black
communities are still subject to wildly disproportionate drug enforcement and sentencing practices. Nixon and
the Generation Gap In the s, as drugs became symbols of youthful rebellion, social upheaval, and political
dissent, the government halted scientific research to evaluate their medical safety and efficacy. A top Nixon
aide, John Ehrlichman, later admitted: The Nixon campaign in , and the Nixon White House after that, had
two enemies: We could arrest their leaders, raid their homes, break up their meetings, and vilify them night
after night on the evening news. Did we know we were lying about the drugs? Of course we did. In , the
commission unanimously recommended decriminalizing the possession and distribution of marijuana for
personal use. Nixon ignored the report and rejected its recommendations. Between and , however, eleven
states decriminalized marijuana possession. In January , President Jimmy Carter was inaugurated on a
campaign platform that included marijuana decriminalization. In October , the Senate Judiciary Committee
voted to decriminalize possession of up to an ounce of marijuana for personal use. Within just a few years,
though, the tide had shifted. Proposals to decriminalize marijuana were abandoned as parents became
increasingly concerned about high rates of teen marijuana use. Marijuana was ultimately caught up in a
broader cultural backlash against the perceived permissiveness of the s. The s and 90s: Drug Hysteria and
Skyrocketing Incarceration Rates The presidency of Ronald Reagan marked the start of a long period of
skyrocketing rates of incarceration, largely thanks to his unprecedented expansion of the drug war. The
number of people behind bars for nonviolent drug law offenses increased from 50, in to over , by In the late s,
a political hysteria about drugs led to the passage of draconian penalties in Congress and state legislatures that
rapidly increased the prison population. The figure grew through the remainder of the s until, in September , it
reached a remarkable 64 percent â€” one of the most intense fixations by the American public on any issue in
polling history. Within less than a year, however, the figure plummeted to less than 10 percent, as the media
lost interest. The draconian policies enacted during the hysteria remained, however, and continued to result in
escalating levels of arrests and incarceration. Although Bill Clinton advocated for treatment instead of
incarceration during his presidential campaign, after his first few months in the White House he reverted to the
drug war strategies of his Republican predecessors by continuing to escalate the drug war. Notoriously,
Clinton rejected a U. Sentencing Commission recommendation to eliminate the disparity between crack and
powder cocaine sentences. Yet, a month before leaving office, Clinton asserted in a Rolling Stone interview
that "we really need a re-examination of our entire policy on imprisonment" of people who use drugs, and said
that marijuana use "should be decriminalized. Bush arrived in the White House as the drug war was running
out of steam â€” yet he allocated more money than ever to it. His drug czar, John Walters, zealously focused
on marijuana and launched a major campaign to promote student drug testing. While rates of illicit drug use
remained constant, overdose fatalities rose rapidly. The era of George W. Bush also witnessed the rapid
escalation of the militarization of domestic drug law enforcement. While federal reform mostly stalled under
Bush, state-level reforms finally began to slow the growth of the drug war. Politicians now routinely admit to
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having used marijuana, and even cocaine, when they were younger. When Michael Bloomberg was questioned
during his mayoral campaign about whether he had ever used marijuana, he said, "You bet I did â€” and I
enjoyed it. Marijuana reform has gained unprecedented momentum throughout the Americas. In December ,
Uruguay became the first country in the world to legally regulate marijuana. In response to a worsening
overdose epidemic, dozens of U. Yet the assault on American citizens and others continues, with , people still
arrested for marijuana offenses each year and almost , people still behind bars for nothing more than a drug
law violation. Now, the new administration is threatening to take us backward toward a s style drug war. The
Drug Policy Alliance and its allies will continue to advocate for health-based reforms such as marijuana
legalization, drug decriminalization, safe consumption sites, naloxone access, bail reform, and more. We look
forward to a future where drug policies are shaped by science and compassion rather than political hysteria.

Page 6

REAGANS REBELLION pdf
6: Tear down this wall! - Wikipedia
The Reagan Mann shows the reader is as disengaged and as ideological as his critics have Mann, one of the leading
students of contemporary U.S. foreign policy, whose is the best study yet of the Bush-Cheney foreign policy team, has
written an extraordinary account of Ronald Reagan's.

Download Issue For many or maybe even most Americans, reports that a rancher in Clark County, Nevada,
was at odds with federal land bureaucrats, that scores of federal lawyers were litigating against him, and that
SWAT-garbed and heavily armed federal law-enforcement officers had surrounded his place might have come
as a surprise. They might have been even more surprised, in the wake of this standoffâ€”which ended short of
deadly escalation thanks in part to negotiations by a local sheriffâ€”to hear that over 50 elected officials from
nine Western states had gathered in Utah to discuss a state takeover of a significant portion of federally owned
land in the American West. But Westernersâ€”especially rural Westerners who make a living on the federal
lands that predominate beyond the hundredth meridian, by logging, mining, ranching, or developing energy
resourcesâ€”were not surprised at all. What has been most lacking in the reporting on these stories is the
background of the disputes. And it should be stated up front, in all fairness, that the Obama administration is
not unique in pursuing policies anathema to Westerners. On that score, it has simply followed the examples of
the Carter and Clinton administrations. Reagan had seen firsthand the transformation of the environmental
movement from one of conservation and stewardship, in which the part played by human beings and
technology was vital, to a movement in which humans and technology were understood to be enemies of
nature. As articulated by Reagan, opposition to extreme environmentalism represented a return to true
environmentalism. As former governor of California, he knew all too well that the federal government owns a
third of the land that makes up the United States, the vast majority of this being in the West. By comparison,
the three non-Western states with the most federal land are New Hampshire at 14 percent, Florida at 13
percent, and Michigan at ten percent. Some portion of this federally owned land, of course, consists of parks,
which are preserved for public recreation. Other parts are wilderness areas, where motorized activity is barred.
But most of the land controlled by the Bureau of Land Management and the U. This is the land where disputes
arise over useâ€”and it is in these disputes where the Obama administration has picked up where the Carter
and Clinton administrations left off, adopting the nouse policies promoted by environmental groups who view
all federal lands as off limits to productive human activity. Sometimesâ€”as in a lawsuit filed against the U.
Since its passage in , not a single new oil refinery has been built. As such, usable salvage timber wastefully
rots away, resulting in lost government income. Despite this, rare earth mines in both Wyoming and California
seem to have been put on permanent hold. One company that submitted its operations plan in has been told
that the NEPA process will not be completed, at best, until late Executive agencies can also simply implement
the extremist environmental agenda on their own. This January, the Environmental Protection Agency EPA set
limits on how much carbon dioxide new coal-fired power plants are allowed to produceâ€”limits that will
require expensive and unproven technology, severely limiting the likelihood of new plants being built. This
follows past regulation that will force the retirement of more than 30, megawatts of power capacity by the end
of Later this year, the EPA plans to establish limits for already existing power plants, with devastating
implications for coal-rich Western states such as Wyoming, which generates more coal annually than the next
six coalproducing states combined. According to the Congressional Research Service, from through , oil and
natural gas production on private land was up 61 percent and 33 percent, respectively; on federal lands, by
contrast, oil production was down eleven percent and gas production was down 28 percent. This is no mere
coincidence. Regulatory costs as a whole, it should be noted, are at a record high: Wayne Crews of the
Competitive Enterprise Institute places the total costs of federal regulations in the U. This was a tactic of the
War on the West that President Clinton raised to an art formâ€”most famously announcing, in a speech set
against the backdrop of the Grand Canyon in Arizona, the closure of 1. In her most egregious move yet, Jewell
signed off on a decision by the EPA to put a million acres of Wyoming landâ€” including the entire town of
Riverton, Wyoming, with a population of over 10,â€”into the Wind River Indian Reservation, despite the
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indisputable historical fact that this land was ceded to the U. Supreme Court ruling regarding a comparable
situation in South Dakota. It is difficult to exaggerate the quasireligious zeal with which the War on the West
is waged. This senior administrator, who was appointed by President Obama in , cited the Roman Empire as
the inspiration for his mode of operation: And then you know that town was really easy to manage for the next
few years. A yearand- a-half later the emergency order was withdrawn and the case was dismissed in a federal
court, but only after a judge criticized the agency for seeking penalties without first investigating the truth of
the charges. Under these regulations, a Wyoming man named Andy Johnsonâ€”a welder who owns an
eight-acre farmâ€”has been targeted because he and his wife built a stock pond on their property and brought
in brook and brown trout, ducks, and geese. So far Johnson has defied an EPA order to hire a consultant to
assess the environmental impact of his stock pond and to propose a restoration project to be completed within
60 days of EPA approval. I have three little kids. I am not going to roll over and let [the EPA] tell me what I
can do on my land. Westerners know they deserve better, and that they and their states can be better stewards
of their land than federal bureaucrats.
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7: A Brief History of the Drug War | Drug Policy Alliance
Ronald Wilson Reagan was born on February 6, , to parents Jack and Nelle Reagan in Tampico, Illinois. Reagan had
one older brother, Neil. His parents referred to him as "Dutch" growing up because his father claimed he looked like a fat
little Dutchman. The Reagans didn't have much money, so they.

Reagan had one older brother, Neil. His parents referred to him as "Dutch" growing up because his father
claimed he looked like a fat little Dutchman. Reagan finished school there and graduated from his high school
with athletic and extracurricular honors. Once again, Reagan established himself as a student leader. In , work
was difficult to find because of the Depression; however, Reagan kept his spirits up. He was turned down
everywhere he went until he finally landed a job as a radio announcer for the WOC radio station. With his
charismatic personality and amicable voice, he was soon transferred to a larger sister station in Des Moines
called the WHO. In Des Moines, Reagan became a sportscaster and broadcasted the local university football
games as well as the Chicago Cubs games from Wrigley Field. Because he was such a success on the
airwaves, he was paid well and became very popular. Reagan moved to Los Angeles in with the hopes of
becoming an actor in Hollywood. After many auditions, he was soon hired by Warner Brothers Studios to act
in their low-budget "B" films. He made roughly fifteen movies during his first two years in Hollywood. Much
as he had in Des Moines, Reagan grew more and more popular and was given better scripts for better movies.
During his motion picture career, Reagan appeared in over fifty films. The couple raised two children together,
Maureen and Michael their third child died after a premature birth. They were married for eight years until
they divorced in Reagan later married actress Nancy Davis in They had two children together as well, Ron
and Patricia. Reagan remained married to Nancy for the rest of his life. Towards the late s and throughout the
s, Reagan initiated his political career by speaking out against the Communists in the United States and against
those he believed were trying to infiltrate Hollywood. In he was elected to the presidency of the Screen Actors
Guild. It was also during this time that Reagan switched political parties, from Democrat to Republican.
Reagan decided to run for Governor of California in and defeated his opponent Pat Brown. As governor,
Reagan tried to cut government spending and taxes. The rioters protested and the National Guard had to use
force to end the protest. Many students were injured and one student died. In , Reagan decided to run for the
presidency. He challenged incumbent President Gerald Ford in the Republican primaries, and lost. He bounced
right back in , though, and took on liberal Republican George Bush in the primaries. He defeated Bush, and
then offered him the vice presidential position on the Republican ticket. The two went on to defeat President
Jimmy Carter who had defeated Ford in In , at the age of sixty-nine years, Reagan became the oldest man to
ever be elected President of the United States. Strangely, Hinckley shot Reagan not to make a political
statement, but to impress young actress Jodie Foster. After emergency surgery, Reagan pulled through. Then,
in August of the same year, Reagan fired 13, air-traffic control tower workers throughout the country when
they refused to follow his order and return to work from their strike. Reagan based his domestic policy on the
principles of reducing the size and role of the federal government and "Reaganomics," one of the popular
terms given to his economic policies, which were based on the supply-side theories of economist Arthur
Laffer. During the Republican primary race, Bush referred to this theory as voodoo economics because
heâ€”like many othersâ€”believed these policies would never work in real life. In retrospect, many economists
today agree with Bush. President Reagan also increased government spending on defense, even though he had
campaigned against increased spending. Reagan spent hundreds of billions of dollars on the military, weapons
both conventional and nuclear , technology, and research. Reagan did this to prepare for a possible attack from
the Soviet Union with which American had been fighting the Cold War since the mid s. Ironically, despite all
his preparations, when Reagan left the presidency relations between the US and USSR had actually improved
because of the efforts made by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbechev. Relations with the Soviet Union may have
improved, but Reagan still attacked Communists throughout the rest of the world. He authorized the US
invasion of Grenada in and supported the Contras in Nicaragua, even after Congress made it illegal for him to
do so. During his presidency, the US also sent peacekeeping forces to Lebanon and bombed the
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terrorist-supporting country of Libya. In , the people elected President Reagan to serve a second term in the
White House. Reagan defeated Democratic challenger Walter Mondale in a landslide victory. Reagan left the
presidency in after George Bush was elected President. He retired to his new home in Bel Air, Los Angeles. In
, he agreed to testify in one of the many investigations looking into the Iran-Contra scandal, but his testimony
was quickly dismissed when investigators realized that Reagan had trouble clearly remembering events that
occurred during his administrations. Reagan retired from public life in to live out the rest of his days with his
wife, Nancy.
8: The Rebellion of Ronald Reagan: A History of the End of the Cold War by James Mann
April 19, - Even though Ronald Reagan has been dead for eight years, Patti Davis is not done smearing her father's
memory. And now she has dragged her ailing mother into it, too. Earlier.

9: Sagebrush Rebellion Redivivus - Imprimis
Tear down this wall!" is a line from a speech made by U.S. President Ronald Reagan in West Berlin on June 12, , calling
for the leader of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, to open up the barrier which had divided West and East Berlin
since
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