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1: 16 U.S. Code Â§ - Findings, purposes and policy | US Law | LII / Legal Information Institute
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSFCMA), commonly referred to as the
Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA), is the legal provision for promoting optimal exploitation of U.S. coastal fisheries.

Magnuson-Stevens Act A new marine fisheries policy was approved by the AFS Governing Board Atlantic
City in August to inform the proposed Congressional re-authorization and amendment of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Management Act, the federal law that governs fisheries management in offshore
waters. A special committee of prominent marine fisheries experts led by co-chairs, Tom Miller, University of
Maryland Fisheries Professor and Director of the Chesapeake Biological Laboratory and Cynthia Jones,
Immediate Past President of the Marine Fisheries Section and Professor at Old Dominion University,
developed science-based recommendations to inform policy-makers as they seek to revise the law. The
committee focused its advice on four key areas: AFS is concerned that data from self-reported sources i. More
Stakeholder collected data reported via mobile technologies seems ideally suited to efficiently collect large
volumes of data over large areas. However, without a saltwater angler registry, the data lacks a sampling
frame. The use of this data would introduce substantial bias into the management process. More New
technologies could improve timeliness and accuracy of data and eventually reduce costs, but implementation
is complex and costly. Additional funding is needed to innovate and develop new data collection, analysis, and
management approaches to enable the collection of reliable and unbiased data from recreational anglers.
Involvement of stakeholders in setting objectives for management strategy evaluations provides an
opportunity for increased involvement in fisheries management. More AFS believes science-based
management is the cornerstone of fisheries management and recommends the separation of scientific and
socioeconomic decision-making that has contributed to declines in overfishing be maintained. The
Overfishing Limit-Acceptable Biological Catch-Annual Catch Limit framework prevents overfishing while
accounting for both scientific and management uncertainty. However, revisions to the MSA should allow for
adaptable and responsive management to account for new developments in science and management.
Commercial and recreational fishers harvest fish from the same population. Recreational fishing can have a
significant impact on abundance from catch and discards. Therefore, exempting recreational fisheries from the
catch limit requirement carries a risk of degrading fisheries. AFS encourages the full exploration and pilot
testing of alternative approaches to managing recreational fishing. If effective, alternatives approaches such as
these can likely be implemented without the need to exempt recreational fisheries from ACLs. Concerns over
profit or total weight drive commercial fishers while the opportunity to catch fish with the chance that some
will likely be large motivates recreational anglers. Revisions to the Magnuson-Stevens Act MSA should allow
for adaptable and responsive management to account for new developments in science and management. More
A conventional stock assessment is a data-driven and model-intensive scientific tool to estimate population
abundance, fishing mortality, and stock status using information on catch and discards, abundance data
collected by state and federal agencies, and biological data on a species. However, more than half of all stocks
are considered data-poor. It is very difficult for scientists to determine productivity and set ACLs with any
precision with limited catch data or insufficient biological information. AFS supports continued research into
alternative approaches that would allow for management using well-known fisheries indicators, spatial
controls, and habitat-based approaches to design reasonable and precautionary fishing rates to rebuild stocks
without the need to rely on a formal stock assessment. More Mixed-stock fisheries are ones that catch and land
several stocks of fish using the same gear types in the same general areas. Managing for the least productive
stock, i. Remote sensing and satellite telemetry data can help fishermen avoid non-target or ESA species and
can be used to rapidly open and close areas to minimize bycatch. International policy can also help inform
future revisions to the MSA. The EU recently banned discarding and requires fishermen to land their entire
catch. This allows for more certainty in regards to total catch and provides an incentive to find market-based
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approaches to yield an economic return on fish that would have otherwise been discarded. More The
requirement to establish rebuilding plans has been an important tool in achieving healthier and more
sustainable stocks. Under current law, rebuilding plans force the abundance of individual species to return to a
healthy level in a relatively short time, generally 10 years, with some exceptions. Uncertainty in stock
projections coupled with the requirement to rebuild in a defined time frame, such as a ten-year rule, can lead to
sharp decreases in catch limits when rebuilding is slower than expected and bring undesirable social and
economic impacts. The challenges to managing fisheries in a year timeframe will become more pronounced
with changes in environmental conditions, natural cycles, and predator-prey relationships brought on by
climate change. AFS cautions that flexibility should not lead to delaying action or ignoring scientific advice.
Further, when a stock assessment suggests that a stock cannot rebuild in 10 years, increased harvest pressure
and additional annual catch should not be allowed as it is incompatible with rebuilding in as short a time as
possible. More Exploitation rates fishing mortality can be estimated more reliably and can be related to the
productivity of a particular stock. A slower pace of rebuilding with a constant level of fishing mortality below
MSY may be less disruptive and more stable for fishermen than a system that uses increasingly severe
controls to meet a set rebuilding schedule. Using harvest control rules that have been simulation tested in a
management strategy evaluation to reduce fishing mortality before a species becomes overfished could
eliminate the need for rebuilding plans and could reduce the need for accountability measures. More Stock
assessments are inherently uncertain due to sampling and the natural variation associated with the complex
dynamics of ecosystems even when data are abundant. Projections are even more uncertain when abundance is
low. Testing harvest control rules in a management strategy evaluation before they are implemented can avoid
these sharp changes and alleviate the resulting social and economic impacts. This approach could also lower
the risk of exceeding the ABC and reduce the need for accountability measures. More Ecosystem Based
Fisheries Management is a holistic approach to management in that it provides context when multiple species
are exploited at the same time. In essence, it is a tradeoffs exercise that can help managers meet objectives of
multiple stakeholders and leads to increased value, less risk, improved stability, and better fisheries. EBFM is
useful in managing species that have predator-prey or habitat interrelationships and can be used to account for
these interactions. Fisheries managers currently incorporate ecosystem considerations, such as predation
mortality on forage fish or thermal effects on growth, into existing biological reference points and harvest
control rules. It is also a useful tool to evaluate alternative harvest strategies in mixed-stock fisheries. More
Many, if not all, marine resource management institutions have adopted some form of ecosystem based
management. Continued progress requires development and implementation of fishery management plans, and
the recognition that setting EBFM objectives is both a scientific and socio-economic process. Stakeholders
and managers must be able to agree on objectives for science to inform which management options are best
suited to achieve objectives. Until this is achieved, successful implementation of EBFM will be limited. More
Changes in the ocean environment, including warming and acidification, are altering ecosystems, changing
stock productivities, and causing widespread shifts in the distribution of many exploited species. These
changes were not contemplated in previous versions of MSA and should be considered in future revisions of
the MSA. Changing conditions should not be viewed as an opportunity to relax management standards. More
Some approaches that are commonly used to achieve fishery management goalsâ€”including spatial closures,
spawning closures, and season opening datesâ€”may be less effective due to changing spatial and temporal
shifts of species they are designed to protect. Evaluating the outcomes of different fishery management
options applied under climate change scenarios will be important for achieving optimal yield over the long
term as required in MSA. More Studies have demonstrated the value of fisheries management measures that
preserve stock size and age structure, protect reproductive females and spawning congregations, and maintain
abundance for enhancing the resilience of fish and invertebrate populations to climate impacts. Shifts in
productivity, distribution, vital rates and predator-prey and trophic relationships should be documented so that
this information can properly inform management and minimize socioeconomic disruptions. AFS recommends
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that procedures used to collect both fishery dependent and independent data and to manage fisheries must be
responsive to these environmental changes. Climate change can influence many elements that are critical to
successful management. As the baseline changes, it will be increasingly important to routinely evaluate
management strategies under different climate and ecosystem conditions. AFS recommends active outreach by
NMFS and the Councils to encourage fishermen to actively participate in data collection, assessment, and
management. More Stakeholder collected data can be vitally important in recording changes in distribution,
population structure, and potentially movement rates of targeted species.
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2: Magnuson-Stevens Act: Upholding a Legacy of Success - Marine Fish Conservation Network
Updated September Current Situation. The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA), the
primary law governing marine fisheries management in the United States, was last reauthorized in

Regulatory mechanisms[ edit ] Regional Fishery Management Councils are charged with developing and
recommending fishery management plans, both to restore depleted stocks and manage healthy stocks.
Regional Fishery Management Council members are nominated by the governors of their respective states,
and appointed by the Secretary of Commerce. A FMP must specify the criteria which determine when a stock
is overfished and the measures needed to rebuild it. The Marine Fish Conservation Network highlighted the
most significant changes in the mechanisms utilized in a report: In section b, the Act enumerates the types of
actions authorized for use by councils to achieve optimal catch goals. Including Permitting vessels or
operators Designating Zones and periods where fishing is limited Limiting sale, catch or transport of certain
fish. Regulating types of fishing equipment Requiring observers onboard vessels Regional management
councils have taken the controversial step of buying fishing vessels to remove them from the water to reduce
the size of the fishing fleet. It is not informative to the nature of the subject being addressed and unnecessarily
highlights a very minor aspect, suggesting a bias at work for its insertion. Strongly recommend removing this
line entirely. It did not prevent the overfishing of many species throughout its first 20 years of existence. This
prompted major amendments in and Highlighting the inconsistent effects of the legislation, it revealed that
overfishing was eliminated in 15 major fish stocks while overfishing was initiated in 12 major fish stocks.
Since the FSSI began the index has increased every year. According to Zeke Grader, Jr. Fishers, corporations,
activist groups and the public all share interest in protecting fishing eco-systems and economies via the
MSFCMA. Despite this, some fishermen prefer minimal government intervention in their market, defiantly
demanding "the right to go broke". She highlights the successes of the Community Development Quota
system employed in some Alaska fisheries. The Pew Oceans Commission and the US commission on Oceans
Policy prompted many of the amendments found within the reauthorization. The Marine Fish Conservation
Network, for example, represents over 90 member organizations from across the United States. The public is
represented as a stake holder by elected representatives, who ostensibly take them into consideration when
drafting ways to protect public resources such as fish stocks. Additionally, the act is accused of coddling
fishers who make poor business decisions, inadequately protecting ecosystems, and lacking transparency
requirements for fishery related data. Fishermen have accused each other of cheating on landings and
chastised regulators for concentrating the quota allocations into too few hands. It established 17 fishermen-run
collectives, called sectors. Sectors were pioneered by fishermen as voluntary, cooperative and
community-based, and were designed to protect fleet diversity and coastal communities. The new management
system operates on three simple premises: It implements science-based catch limits to rebuild fish populations
and prevent overfishing. It incorporates monitoring so fishermen and regulators know exactly how much fish
is being caught, and as a result, fishing stops once catch limits have been reached. Each sector receives its own
share of the annual catch. While respecting catch limits, the co-ops provide fishermen with the flexibility to
set their own fishing guidelines so they can run their businesses more efficiently and profitably. Those who
develop more innovative fishing gear can target more of the healthy fish populations and avoid those
populations that are struggling. Fishermen earning more money for less fishing under the new system. In ,
landings are down compared to Meanwhile, revenues are up Sector fishermen are avoiding weak stocks and
targeting robust stocks. The ratio of Georges Bank cod to Georges Bank haddock in metric tons in was In , it
was Landings of Gulf of Maine winter flounder, a stock at very low abundance, are being effectively avoided
under sectors. In , 66 metric tons were landed. In , 32 metric tons were landed.
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3: AFS Recommendations for Magnuson-Stevens Act Reauthorization Released | American Fisheries Soci
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA), initially passed in and most recently
reauthorized in , was created to promote the conservation and management of U.S. fishery resources and ensure
sustainable domestic fisheries in federal waters.

These fishery resources contribute to the food supply, economy, and health of the Nation and provide
recreational opportunities. Many coastal areas are dependent upon fishing and related activities, and their
economies have been badly damaged by the overfishing of fishery resources at an ever-increasing rate over the
past decade. The activities of massive foreign fishing fleets in waters adjacent to such coastal areas have
contributed to such damage, interfered with domestic fishing efforts, and caused destruction of the fishing gear
of United States fishermen. There is danger that irreversible effects from overfishing will take place before an
effective international agreement on fishery management jurisdiction can be negotiated, signed, ratified, and
implemented. If placed under sound management before overfishing has caused irreversible effects, the
fisheries can be conserved and maintained so as to provide optimum yields on a continuing basis. Habitat
considerations should receive increased attention for the conservation and management of fishery resources of
the United States. Amendment of Subsection b 1 Pub. References in Text This chapter, referred to in subsecs.
Presidential Proclamation , referred to in subsec. Prior to amendment, par. Short Title of Amendment Pub. By
the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, and
in furtherance of the purposes of the Fish and Wildlife Act of 16 U. Federal agencies shall, to the extent
permitted by law and where practicable, and in cooperation with States and Tribes, improve the quantity,
function, sustainable productivity, and distribution of U. National Recreational Fisheries Coordination
Council. The Coordination Council shall consist of seven members, one member designated by each of the
following Secretariesâ€”Interior, Commerce, Agriculture, Energy, Transportation, and Defenseâ€”and one by
the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. The Coordination Council shall: The
representatives designated by the Secretaries of Commerce and the Interior shall cochair the Coordination
Council. Recreational Fishery Resources Conservation Plan. In so doing, the Conservation Plan will establish,
to the extent permitted by law and where practicable; 1 measurable objectives to conserve and restore aquatic
systems that support viable and healthy recreational fishery resources , 2 actions to be taken by the identified
Federal agencies, 3 a method of ensuring the accountability of such Federal agencies, and 4 a comprehensive
mechanism to evaluate achievements. The Conservation Plan will, to the extent practicable, be integrated with
existing plans and programs, reduce duplication, and will include recommended actions for cooperation with
States, Tribes, conservation groups, and the recreational fisheries community. Within 6 months of the date of
this order, the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service will promote compatibility
and reduce conflicts between the administration of the ESA and recreational fisheries by developing a joint
agency policy that will; 1 ensure consistency in the administration of the ESA between and within the two
agencies, 2 promote collaboration with other Federal, State, and Tribal fisheries managers, and 3 improve and
increase efforts to inform nonfederal entities of the requirements of the ESA. Sport Fishing and Boating
Partnership Council. To assist in the implementation of this order, the Secretary of the Interior shall expand
the role of the Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council to:
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4: Reauthorizing the Magnuson Stevens Act â€“ The Fisheries Blog
By modernizing saltwater recreational fisheries management, the Magnuson-Stevens Act can achieve a better balance
for the needs of anglers and the recreational fishing industry, restore public trust in federal fisheries management and
continue to ensure the conservation of our.

Historically, reauthorization has also provided the opportunity to introduce significant amendments to the act.
During the first decade after the act was passed in , fishery policy focused on controlling and replacing foreign
fishing and developing U. After that time, new issues emerged, including recognition of the need to sustain
fish populations and respond to overfishing while attempting to satisfy the economic and social needs of
recreational and commercial fishermen and fishing communities. Achieving this balance is closely related to
allocating federal fishery resources among different users, developing and supporting existing management
institutions, and investing in management and research. This report covers issues that have been identified
during congressional hearings and in legislation introduced during the last three Congresses. Although most
issues are not new, they have evolved with changes to the statute, regulations, and fishery management plans.
Major issues include 1 flexibility in rebuilding overfished fisheries, 2 annual catch limits, 3 uncertainty and
data needs; 4 catch shares limited access privilege programs , 5 management process and decision making, 6
bycatch, and 7 environmental quality. A variety of other issues are also covered in this report. Most of these
issues are part of a system of linked elements including ecosystems fish populations and biophysical elements
of the environment , fishing commercial and recreational fishermen, processors, and other related fishing
businesses , management managers, scientists, and the regulatory system , fishing communities other related
businesses and coastal residents , and markets wholesale, retail, restaurants, and consumers. Often a change in
one element affects other elements. For example, requirements to stop overfishing that use restrictive catch
limits may rebuild fish populations, but may also result in short-run harm to fishing businesses and coastal
communities. These bills have covered a wide variety of topics, ranging from proposals to change
management for specific fisheries or regions, to general changes to the management process such as
requirements of fishery management plans. On December 18, , the chairman of the House Committee on
Natural Resources released a draft that included many elements of previously introduced bills. In early April ,
the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation also released a reauthorization draft.
Although the MSFCMA has been amended a least 30 times since it was enacted in , the act has retained many
of its original elements. The act decentralized the federal management process by setting up regional fishery
management councils and requiring extensive public comment during the development of fishery management
plans. Generally, the challenges of fisheries management have shifted from developing fisheries to addressing
conservation of fish populations and the marine environment. As Congress considers reauthorization, it faces
the ongoing challenge of balancing utilization and conservation of fish populations. Some of the main
questions revolve around stopping overfishing and rebuilding fish stocks while maintaining the well-being of
fishermen and fishing communities. Related management issues involve the quality of data and stock
assessments used for managing fisheries and the amount of flexibility allowed in the management process.
During the last three Congresses, a number of bills have been introduced to address these issues and other
concerns related to fisheries management. In December , the Chairman of the House Committee on Natural
Resources released a reauthorization discussion draft. In early April , the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation also released a draft to stakeholder groups. Although there is general agreement
that stocks 4 should not be overfished and overfished stocks should be rebuilt, questions remain with regard to
the timing of management actions, the choice of management objectives, how stock management objectives
should be achieved, and the information needed to make these determinations. Several interrelated issues have
emerged during the ongoing debate over requirements to use annual catch limits ACLs and to rebuild fish
populations. General categories of issues include 1 providing for greater flexibility during stock rebuilding; 2
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incorporating new data and uncertainty when using ACLs; 3 improving the decision-making process; 4
establishing limited access privileges; and 5 reducing bycatch. Meanwhile, managers must also contend with
environmental factors over which they often have no control such as climate change and the loss and
degradation of fish habitat. Decreasing environmental quality may be the greatest long-term threat to the
productivity of many fish populations. Previously, managers often delayed action or set indirect controls on
fishing such as gear restrictions or closed areas, sometimes with disastrous results for the fishery. Council
members must address the national standards as they develop FMPs and, when considering approval, the
Secretary of Commerce determines whether FMPs are consistent with these national standards. The national
standards cover a broad range of basic fishery management objectives. The first National Standard Section a 1
states: On May 3, NOAA published an advance notice of proposed rulemaking to request public comments on
potential adjustments to the guidelines. The terms overfishing and overfished are often confused and assumed
to occur together, but this is not necessarily the case. According to the National Standard Guidelines: A stock
or stock complex is considered overfished when its biomass has declined below a level that jeopardizes the
capacity of the stock or stock complex to produce MSY on a continuing basis. At certain points during
rebuilding, removals may be low no overfishing , but the stock is still overfished its biomass is not yet rebuilt.
Conversely, removals may be high and overfishing may be occurring, but the stock biomass has not declined
to the point at which the stock is considered to be overfished. Issues Stock rebuilding has become
controversial because rebuilding timeframes have required strict constraints on harvest levels. Some have
questioned whether greater flexibility in determining the length of stock rebuilding periods could increase
economic benefits from the fishery. Rebuilding plans with greater flexibility could also contribute to other
fishery management goals such as needs of fishing communities National Standard 8. Overfishing has been
arrested in most U. As of December 31, , of the stocks with a known overfishing status, 28 stocks were subject
to overfishing and of the stocks with a known overfished status, 40 stocks are classified as overfished.
According to a recent National Research Council NRC study, "fishing mortality of stocks placed under
rebuilding plans has generally been reduced and stock biomass has generally increased following reductions in
fishing mortality. The NRC study adds that mixed outcomes of rebuilding plans have "added to concerns with
the significant social and economic costs associated with implementation of time-constrained rebuilding plans.
Many question whether these requirements adequately address the complexities and uncertainties associated
with managing fish stocks. Often fishermen express doubt over the efficacy of fish population assessments
used for developing management measures because of data constraints and inadequate population models.
Furthermore, they refer to studies showing that other factors, often outside the immediate control of fisheries
managers, such as environmental conditions and the quality of fish habitat, also affect fish population
abundance. Others, including environmentalists and fishery managers, counter that overfishing and previous
management failures illustrate the need to maintain established fish stock rebuilding schedules. They
emphasize that relatively short-term sacrifices today will result in long-term economic gains to recreational
and commercial fishermen in the future. They point to stocks that have been rebuilt since and cite notable
examples of fully rebuilt stocks such as Northeast scallop, Mid-Atlantic bluefish, and Pacific lingcod.
Environmentalists also have asserted that many species could be rebuilt within 5 years and that the year
requirement is a balance between biology of most species and short-term concerns of some managers and
fishermen. Depending on the productivity of the stock, characteristics of the fishery, and the discount rate,
extending the rebuilding timeframe may increase economic benefits. Moreover, economic and social analysis
can be useful when developing management measures used to achieve management objectives. Recognition of
economic factors can ensure that the least costly or least socially disruptive management alternatives have
been considered. Some social scientists argue that economic and social analyses are often incorporated after
biological objectives have been established. For these reasons some social scientists have stressed the need to
integrate social and economic elements from the beginning of the process. Increasing management flexibility
also might improve short-term economic returns and lessen immediate social impacts on commercial and
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recreational fishermen. When factors outside of the control of fisheries managers occur such as environmental
changes, management flexibility also might lessen the severity of economic and social disruption to fishermen
until conditions improve. It has been reported that most fish stocks experience productivity regime shifts
related to natural environmental fluctuations. Unfortunately, developing specific rules for all fisheries is
difficult if not impossible because fisheries are diverse with regard to the biology of target species, technology
of harvesting strategies, and socioeconomic elements of related communities. Others have expressed concerns
that managers have lost sight of the original fisheries management goals related to employment, food supply,
revenue, and recreational opportunities. According to recent congressional testimony by Dr. Ray Hilborn, a
consequence of reducing overfishing is to underutilize other fish stocks. He postulates that that lack of fishing
effort associated with underfishing occurs for a number of reasons such as the lack of markets, but one of the
primary factors is because precautionary regulations have been imposed to prevent overfishing. However,
economic profitability of commercial harvesting is maximized at fishing effort levels below those which
produce MSY. Unfortunately, satisfying management objectives is often more complex because of other
elements of the system that require consideration such as recreational fishing allocations and benefits,
processing and marketing sectors, and the well-being of fishing communities. The requirements to stop
overfishing and rebuild stocks by using ACLs may improve fishing in the long run, but they also affect the
allocation of fishing opportunities, catch, and benefits among fishermen and related businesses. Questions
arise with respect to when benefits will accrue to fishermen and who will ultimately benefit when stocks have
been rebuilt. Distributional issues may exist among different commercial gear types, commercial and
recreational fishermen, and ports or communities. The effects of stock rebuilding may vary across different
segments of the fishing industry such as support services, harvesters, processors, wholesalers, and retailers.
Often there are few if any guarantees that those who endure the immediate costs of ACLs and rebuilding
programs will benefit in the future because of the weak nature of property rights in many fisheries 20 and the
inability of some fishermen to remain in the fishing industry when economic returns decline. Specific
segments of fishing fleets, especially small-scale or traditional fishermen, 21 and fishing communities may be
affected disproportionately by requirements to end overfishing and by stock rebuilding programs. Like many
segments of the U. In some cases smaller vessels and specific coastal communities have been affected
disproportionately because of their scale. For example, requirements to carry observers are disproportionately
costly for smaller businesses and alternatives such as more distant fishing grounds may not be accessible by
smaller vessels. Multispecies Fisheries Multispecies fisheries are often difficult to manage because the fishery
may consist of both healthy and overfished stocks. Harvesting one stock at its optimum yield may result in
overfishing of another stock when the two stocks are caught together as part of one fishery or when one of the
stocks is caught as bycatch in another fishery. Fishing on healthy stocks is sometimes constrained by
restrictions to promote rebuilding of another stock s that have been identified as overfished. For example, over
90 species of groundfish are managed by the Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council, but fishing
regulations are driven by eight species that are under rebuilding plans. Most observers would agree that a
biological biomass threshold is necessary to avoid depletion of overfished populations or, in the worst case, to
avoid extinction. However, some question whether there should be greater flexibility in setting the level of
stock biomass thresholds for weaker stocks in multispecies fisheries. According to the guidelines, the mixed
stock exception may allow overfishing, but not if the stock is overfished or if the stock would be decreased to
levels which would require stock rebuilding. These bills would have amended Section e 4 A i of MSFCMA by
changing the requirement from rebuild as soon as "possible" to a requirement to rebuild as soon as
"practicable. The Secretary also would have been required to review factors other than commercial and
recreational fishing that may contribute to the overfished status of a given stock of fish. Examples include
environmental harm caused by commercial, residential, and industrial development, and agriculture in coastal
areas, predator-prey relationships of target and related species, and other environmental and ecological
changes to marine conditions. The rebuilding time period would be limited to the sum of the initial year

Page 8

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE MAGNUSON-STEVENS FISHERY
CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT ACT pdf
period, the time required to rebuild the stock without any fishing mortality, and the mean generation time of
the stock. The ACL requirements took effect in for fisheries subject to overfishing and in for all other
fisheries. ACLs are defined in NMFS guidelines as the level of annual catch of a stock or stock complex that
may not exceed allowable biological catch and serves as the basis for using accountability measures AMs.
AMs are actions taken to ensure that rebuilding will continue when adjustments are needed relative to the
ACL. AMs include measures taken during the season to prevent the ACL from being exceeded or adjustments
in the next fishing year to compensate for overages if the ACL was exceeded. The NOAA Guidelines identify
two types of uncertainty â€” management uncertainty and scientific uncertainty. Landings data are rarely
complete, especially for those fisheries with significant discards or a large recreational component. In these
cases, managers have insufficient information to know whether an ACL has been reached and to make related
management decisions such as slowing fishing effort or closing the fishery. Scientific uncertainty is the
uncertainty associated with the estimates of stock biomass and fishing mortality rates. Scientific uncertainty
may occur for different reasons including limited biological data for many fisheries and inadequate stock
assessment models. Furthermore, even for the most closely studied stocks, spawning success and future
recruitment to the population are difficult to predict. The relationship between the abundance of spawning
adults and recruitment off-spring entering the populations is confounded by biological and environmental
factors. Assessments are also out of date by the time they are completed.
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5: Magnuson-Stevens Act Reauthorization - House Committee on Natural Resources
To amend the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to authorize activities to promote
improved monitoring and compliance for high seas fisheries, or fisheries governed by international fishery management
agreements, and for other purposes.

Less than a decade ago, Congress passed and President George W. The legislation mandated scientifically
derived annual catch limits and accountability measures to end overfishing and to rebuild overfished
populations. In addition, it built upon the measures to minimize bycatch of untargeted species and reduce fish
habitat damage in our waters. Rebuilding fish stocks brings significant economic benefits to our nation There
was a year record high in U. As of , two-thirds of overfished stocks placed in rebuilding plans have been
rebuilt or have made significant progress towards rebuilding since While the health of many of our fisheries
has been steadily recovering under the mandates of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, some fisheries have still not
reached their full potential. In New England, the Gulf of Mexico, and other regions, certain fish populations
have been slow to rebound, in many cases because of persistent overfishing exacerbated by infrequent
assessments and data limitations. Bycatch, or the catching, discarding, and potentially killing of non-targeted
species, remains a problem that affects the productivity and, in some cases, the recovery of fisheries in many
regions. Additionally, our oceans and fisheries are facing emerging new challenges. Climate change is causing
geographical shifts in fish populations, while higher absorption of carbon is increasing the acidity of our
oceans â€” placing many wild fisheries in jeopardy. Furthermore, shrinking federal budgets are limiting the
resources we have to meet and overcome the challenges our fisheries and our oceans are facing. American
fisheries are a public resource and need to be managed under the consistent laws and policies of the country.
With the Magnuson-Stevens Act once again up for reauthorization, we urge Congress to continue its tradition
of bipartisan support for this law and preserve its legacy of success. The Marine Fish Conservation Network
believes that we must continue to sustain and improve our federal fisheries policy to ensure that all Americans
can benefit from productive fisheries and healthy and resilient marine ecosystems for generations to come.
Who We Are and Our Mission The Marine Fish Conservation Network is a coalition of commercial and
recreational fishing associations, regional and national conservation groups, aquaria, and marine science
organizations committed to sustaining fish populations, healthy marine ecosystems, and robust fishing
communities. The Network aims to retain the science-based and conservation measures adopted in previous
Magnuson-Stevens Act reauthorizations and secure additional improvements that not only promote the
long-term health of U. Overall Goals To hold the course toward achieving healthy fisheries, the Network will
continue to defend and work to strengthen the Magnuson-Stevens Act in order to promote and conserve
healthy marine ecosystems, habitats, fish populations, and the fishing communities that depend upon them.
Transition to a more comprehensive fisheries management system that protects marine ecosystems, including
stronger fish habitat protections and forage species management and conservation. This also includes
measures to minimize bycatch and better incorporate fisheries and ecosystem science. Strengthen assessment,
monitoring, and enforcement mechanisms for implementing the law, through improvements to stock
assessments and catch accounting, and timelier implementation of electronic monitoring. Implementing
policies to meet these goals will continue the job of restoring U. The Network looks forward to working with
Congress to uphold and strengthen the Magnuson-Stevens Act for the benefit of fishermen, coastal
communities, and all Americans who enjoy and rely on thriving and productive oceans. Get email updates and
action alerts.
6: Sustainable Fisheries Act of - Wikipedia
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) withdraws a proposed rule to revise existing regulations governing the
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confidentiality of information submitted in compliance with any requirement or regulation under the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act).

7: Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of
Background. Revisions to the Act; Documents, and Ongoing Reauthorization Activities; National Standards of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act (a summary); The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act is the
principal law governing marine fisheries in the United States.

8: Magnuson-Stevens Act | Pacific Fishery Management Council
In , Congress passed the Magnuson-Stevens Act (Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act). The
Act originally focused on zoning and controlling territorial waters, and establishing regional councils to manage fish
stocks, among other things. The Act has been reauthorized a.

9: Magnusonâ€“Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act - Wikipedia
Fishery policy, guided by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSFCMA), originally
focused on mandates to identify fisheries, encourage underdeveloped fisheries, and establish databases for
socioeconomic.
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