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Postpositivism , and Part 2 Positivism v. Generally, a researcher comes to a decision about a hypothesis that
will guide testing of a phenomenon Given, In fact, quantitative research designs can be experimental,
non-experimental, correlational or quasi-experimental Creswell, Positivist Designs Experimental designs are
usually active interventions where a behavioural change is envisaged that is empirically validated by
measurement. The way the research question will be answered is based on the expectations of the study
outcome. Possible causal relationships are both considered and controlled by manipulating factors believed to
influence a phenomenon whilst controlling other variables applicable to outcomes Given, Generally, large
sample sizes are required. According to Terre Blanche, Durrheim and Painter , unlike experimental designs,
non-experimental designs do not involve manipulation and designs can be classified as categories. Although
correlation does not indicate a causal relationship, it identifies the dependence of a variable on another.
Non-experimental designs are often called correlational studies because they concern relationships between
variables. Furthermore, non-experimental studies are interested in the frequency of co-occurrence in two
groups, namely correlation and dependence. Non-experimental designs also include comparative research
which compares two or more groups and one or more variables, for example, gender and mathematical
acumen. It uses similar sample selection techniques as experimental designs. Hence, the researcher controls
the assignment of the treatment conditions DiNardo, Accordingly, research methodology is based on the
paradigm the researcher selects to conduct the study. Post-positivism grew from the positivist paradigm and
includes contexts, culture and subjectivity. Also, mathematical measurement is central to quantitative research
because observation can be quantified which allows the researcher to present supposedly unbiased results that
can be generalisable to larger populations. The hypothesis will be predicted and empirically tested explaining
a phenomenon. Hence, statistical analysis is mostly used in quantitative methods with larger sample sizes
serving as verification and validation functions. Contact us at info reprac. Advising on research methods:
Johannes van Kessel Publishing. New vistas for qualitative research. An analysis of the peer review process
from the perspective of sociology of science theories. Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge, 6 2.
Planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative and qualitative research. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Natural
experiments and quasi-natural experiments. The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics 2nd ed. The Sage
encyclopedia of qualitative research methods. Scaffolding and achievement in problem-based and inquiry
learning: Educational Psychologist, 42 2. Collaborative research in sociology: Trends and contributing factors.
American Sociologist, 39, â€” How to be causal. Research paradigms and meaning making: The Qualitative
Report, 10 4 , Post-positivist epistemology unpublished paper. Logical Positivism, The new encyclopedia of
unbelief, Tom Flynn ed. The essential guide to doing your research project. Triangulation in social research:
Qualitative and quantitative methods can really be mixed. A systematic approach, 7th ed. Applied methods for
the social sciences 2nd ed. In Humanities, Social Science and Law.
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Following from Part 1 Positivism v. Postpositivism , in this section we will discuss various positivist
perspectives. More specifically, from a positivist perspective, credible research is determined by: The logical
positivist stance is that there is only one objective reality which is obtained through emotional neutrality. It
functions within a controlled and structured environment where a research topic can be identified and includes
constructing an appropriate hypothesis Murzi, The research is guided by theory and hence, requires the
adoption of the appropriate research methodology Given, Logical approaches to research will enable the
positivist researcher to distinguish between value judgement and fact Murzi, They argue that reality is not
based on positivist determinants but that research should be about true reality. Within post-positivism we find
two movements: Terre Blanche, Durrheim and Painter explain that the quantitative constructivist paradigm
â€” also found in the qualitative paradigm â€” concerning observations about the world are based on
perceptions and recognises that observations are constructed from fallible perceptions. The construction of
reality will therefore be imperfect. As reality is a social construction, it is important for scientists to bracket
biases, including biases ingrained in theory. Hence, the research should be open for scrutiny through peer
review Bornmann, The second movement, critical realists, also known as critical theory, holds that reality
exists independently from what scientists think about it, and recognise that fallibility and error can occur
during observations. What differentiates critical realism from other perspectives is that critical realism is
grounded in cultural and social sciences. However, scientists recognise that they are influenced by their own
backgrounds and imperfect perceptions. Possible fallacies can be addressed with the use of data triangulation.
Triangulation investigates multiple sources of data to confirm the truthfulness of results in an effort to provide
the most accurate view of reality Olsen, Here is part 1: Postpositivism , where we define the meaning of
positivism and part 3: Postpositivism Methods of enquiry , where we speak about the positivist quantitative
method of inquiry. Would you like to learn more? Contact us at info reprac. Advising on research methods:
Johannes van Kessel Publishing. New vistas for qualitative research. An analysis of the peer review process
from the perspective of sociology of science theories. Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge, 6 2.
Planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative and qualitative research. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Natural
experiments and quasi-natural experiments. The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics 2nd ed. The Sage
encyclopedia of qualitative research methods. Scaffolding and achievement in problem-based and inquiry
learning: Educational Psychologist, 42 2. Collaborative research in sociology: Trends and contributing factors.
American Sociologist, 39, â€” How to be causal. Research paradigms and meaning making: The Qualitative
Report, 10 4 , Post-positivist epistemology unpublished paper. Logical Positivism, The new encyclopedia of
unbelief, Tom Flynn ed. The essential guide to doing your research project. Triangulation in social research:
Qualitative and quantitative methods can really be mixed. A systematic approach, 7th ed. Applied methods for
the social sciences 2nd ed. In Humanities, Social Science and Law.
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A major shift in research methodology from technical to more contextual and pragmatic approaches, this thorough
resource incorporates new trends while also providing comprehensive coverage of the full range of established research
approaches and techniques, skillfully combining epistemology.

The sample was selected through purposive and snowball sampling. Data were collected through face-to-face
semi-structured interviews, which yielded rich information on a host of challenges experienced by social
workers. These challenges have an adverse effect on the morale and wellbeing of social workers Full Text:
Can developmental social welfare change an unfair world?: International Social Work, 47 1: What is the future
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introduction to family social work 2nd ed. British Journal of Social Work, Social work practice 5th ed.
Funding crisis for NPOs. The Times, 14 May, 6. Ministry for the Department of Social Development.
Republic of South Africa. The experiences of social workers regarding the implementation of a developmental
social welfare approach within the Department of Social Development Gauteng Province. Child welfare and
family services: Social work as a scarce and critical profession: Social work in social change: The post
transformation of social work in South Africa. The International Journal of Social Welfare, Child Welfare
Journal, 87 6: Income poverty, unemployment and social grants. University of Cape Town: Department of
Social Development. Working with sexual abuse: Journal of Family Therapy, The clock starts now:
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Factors affecting family-centred service delivery for children with disabilities. Family Process, 48 1: Social
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Department of Social Development. Designing qualitative research 5th ed. Nelson Mandela Metropolitan
University. Supporting familial and community care for children: International Journal of Social Welfare, The
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Over the past few decades there has been a major shift in research methodology. This is reflected in a greater emphasis
on interdisciplinary and applied research skills, concurrent use of qualitative and quantitative methods, and a more
sophisticated understanding of the epistemological grounding of research.
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