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1: Lesson 7: The Conduct Of Women In The Church (1 Timothy ) | www.enganchecubano.com
Giving thanks before the meal, Rushdoony offered an unforgettable prayer for the children: "May these children, and
their children's children, be Christians until the end of time!"4. Every Christian grandparent can give that prayer with
conviction and zeal â€” and so be a blessing to future generations.

Frank Wallace The Holy Spirit in the Epistle to the Ephesians The normal presentation of teaching in the New
Testament is that once we are blessed by God in whatever way we are blessed there should be a corresponding
walk. This is true in all dispensations. The nation of Israel, for example, was taken up by God and blessed in a
special way, and God demanded of that nation a higher form of conduct that He expected from the Gentile
nations, because they were not blessed in the same way as Israel was. This principle is true when we come to
the New Testament, blessings are given to us and then following that there is a call upon us to walk worthy of
these blessings. Sometimes this call is expressed "worthy of God" 1 Thess. The context of each would
determine the kind of response in the heart of the believer. In the epistle to the Ephesians we find an unfolding
of the truth concerning the Holy Spirit and His blessings to us and also the responsibilities that flow from it
that perhaps we have not in any of the other epistles, with perhaps the exception of the Roman epistle. So I
want to say a few words tonight about these exhortations that we have from Paul in chapters 4, 5 and 6 of the
epistle to the Ephesians and to state briefly at the beginning the very wonderful things that are mentioned in
the three previous chapters. Chapter 1 "After that you believed, you were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
promise, who is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the
praise of his glory. First of all, what a wonderful thing it is to be led to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, to
receive the forgiveness of our sins and then to be sealed with the Holy Spirit. In so doing God places His mark
upon us, indicating that we belong to Him, indicating that we are, if you like, the authentic article. God puts
His stamp upon us, we belong to Him, we are really His, and He delights to have us. Then we are told that the
Spirit is "the earnest of our inheritance", that is, that He can give us a foretaste now of what shall be our
eternal employment. This is a very wonderful thing. Before ever we reach glory the Holy Spirit can produce in
our hearts an enjoyment of things that we are going on to. Two simple illustrations help us in this. This is a
very beautiful picture of what the Holy Spirit is doing for us today, before we get to glory He enables us to
enjoy all the wonderful things that are in the life of Christ. Then secondly, before the Israelites went into the
land of Israel to possess it, the spies brought back that beautiful bunch of grapes from Eschol Num. That was a
foretaste of what they would enjoy once they possessed the land. Again, we believe, this is a picture of the
earnest of the Spirit helping us to enjoy things now before we actually possess them for all eternity. Oh, how
wonderful to realise that we are sealed now, He is the earnest of the inheritance now "until the redemption of
the purchased possession". In the widest possible sense we think of the possession as belonging to Christ, and
it will be redeemed for Him. It will be liberated that He might have full sway over it. This will involve for us
the change of our bodies, for glorified bodies to enjoy that inheritance along with Christ. These are marvellous
things, far above anything that this world can possibly offer. These are the very best things that God has
prepared for us. Oh how easily we forget the wonderful things that have been given to us, and the wonderful
things that are in store for us, and occupied with difficulties we grovel in the things of earth and time and
sense. What a wonderful thing it is to be a Christian! The fact that we are sealed with the Holy Spirit is the
divine guarantee that everything that has been promised will eventually be ours in every detail that God has
planned. Only a privileged elite, the priests could go in and worship God, all others were barred. Even the
Gentile was barred from the court, just a special place for them, and so there was not free access. We might
think it is a routine thing when we bend our knees and pray to the Father, but really what we are doing is
taking advantage of what has been secured for us in Christ, the Spirit making it available for us, and it is a
tremendous blessing. The reference to the one Spirit is a reminder that what was really the privilege of Israel
through their priesthood is now available to the Gentiles also, the one Spirit for the Jew, the one Spirit for the
Gentile. There is no privileged company, no privileged nation today, all believers in Christ have this
wonderful privilege of free access to the Father. Surely this delightful name for God to have, the Father, gives
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a sense of the nearness and the relationship and gives us encouragement. He is not a God that is far off, He is
not an austere God that has to be appeased by sacrifices of one kind or another. All that has been done for us
in Christ, and because of Him, and what He has done, we can approach freely, intelligently and happily into
the presence of the Father and take advantage of it. We should be concerned about it. It is not a light thing to
see the church of God divided as it is, with all the sorrows that beset it at this moment; but it is good to see
what is in the divine mind and what is actually taking place. What a wonderful blessing indeed. All believers
are built together for an habitation of God in the Spirit. Chapter 3 "By revelation he the Lord Jesus Christ
made known unto me the mystery These are wonderful blessings indeed, and they belong to every believer.
Oh that we were in the enjoyment of them more and more so that we could answer to these exhortations that
we receive in the last three chapters. Chapter 4 "Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but
that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God, whereby you are sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And they watched him, whether he would
heal him on the sabbath day; that they might accuse him. And he saith unto the man who had the withered
hand, Stand forth. And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath days, or to do evil? But they
held their peace. And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of
their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: It seems to me that what
follows in Ephesians 4, bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking and malice are all the things that come
from a hard heart, and indicate a wrong attitude towards each other, something that ought not to be there at all
in a Christian company. This is the indication of a true, tender heart. It is a tremendous blessing to take
account of, that the Holy Spirit indwells us, and this has been burdened upon me recently in view of these
meetings. Just think of that! The Holy Spirit, a divine Person, indwells each believer. This is a distinctive
blessing that belongs to the Christian era. Oh, how important that we should not grieve Him! What a sad thing
it is to grieve the Holy Spirit! There are other similar passages in the Bible, for instance, Ananias and Sapphira
sinned against, lied to, the Holy Spirit Acts 5. We are also warned not to quench the Spirit 1 Thess. He is a
divine Person, He is not someone that we can treat in a very ordinary way. He is infinitely glorious and
infinitely greater than us, and yet He deigns to indwell us and to abide with us forever. He is holy - that is His
characteristic name, and it seems that anything that is unholy will cause Him grief. If the Lord Jesus were
here, we would never dream of inviting Him to some place of evil repute, we would never dream of taking
Him to some place where His name was dishonoured, it would never cross our minds, and yet we may do that
when we go to such places without thought and we have the Holy Spirit indwelling us. How He must be
grieved if He sees anything of an unholy character in our lives, in our thoughts, in our ways. We are to "Grieve
not the Holy Spirit of God whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. We can all answer to this as we
are helped by the Lord to do the things that please Him and we are sure that when we do this we will have the
unqualified support of the Lord Jesus Christ and of the Holy Spirit, not grieving Him but doing the things that
are consistent with the blessing that we have. Chapter 5 "Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what
the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord: It
seems to me that all that follows rests upon this first verse 17, that we are intelligent as to what the will of the
Lord is for us. Once we are intelligent to that, then the rest will follow. We will not be intoxicated by anything
that belongs to this world, not necessarily wine, we might be intoxicated with ambition, we might also be
intoxicated with desires that are perfectly permissible amongst men, not necessarily gross evil, but things that
will take us away from the will of the Lord. Some time ago I read a little book that changed my thinking about
being filled with the Spirit. Naturally, in our usage of the language we would speak about filling up a bottle. It
is something from the outside that fills the bottle, but this brother pointed out that this is not the way we think
of it in the Christian life. The Holy Spirit is indwelling us already. It is not that some part of the Spirit comes
into us and then another part and then another part until we are filled up; this is not the idea. He is already
indwelling us. To be filled means to be taken over completely by His control and power, and means the
exclusion of anything that is preventing that power from operating in our lives. For every Christian there is to
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be a one hundred percent acceptance of the will of the Lord. There is to be no reserve, no reluctance, no dark
patches, the whole life is to be given over to the will of the Lord, and when that is so, the Holy Spirit is free to
operate in us and promote in us the things that are precious and abiding. Incidentally, when we are talking
about being filled with the Spirit, I think the family of John the Baptist must be the most marvellous family in
the Bible. Zacharias was filled with the Spirit Luke 1: It did not mean that Zacharias did not make a mistake,
he did, but what a happy family it must have been, all the thinking, all the behaviour guided by the Spirit. Oh
what a wonderful thing is held out for each one of us, to be filled with the Spirit! This is the only exhortation
that I know of in this respect, to be filled with the Spirit. This is a glorious possibility for you, for me, and for
every believer. Verses follows from being filled with the Spirit. I suggest that there are three features that will
inevitably follow if the Holy Spirit really is controlling our lives, if we are filled with the Spirit. In past years,
did we not get a great deal of joy in standing round a piano and singing these wonderful hymns, what a
comfort it was. Did it not bind the saints together? The enemy knows that music binds people together. Was
there ever such a time when music played such a part in ideologies in this world? All the music that was there
was to bind these different nations together with one object, to induce them to bow down and worship the
image. Oh what an evil thing it is. But oh how wonderful that when the saint is set free, when the saint is filled
with the Spirit, it produces this happy singing of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, compositions that
make much of God, that make much of Christ, that make much of the Holy Spirit and all the divine blessings
that we have.
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2: GIVING. What does the Bible say about giving?
In David Spangler's book "Blessing: The Art and the Practice," he describes blessing as an invocation of the presence
and power of the sacred. He encourages all of us, both clergy and layman, to experience the rewards of being a conduit
for God's blessings.

Related Media Part One: Where did our generation go wrong? These two psalms show the importance to the
nation Israel of godliness in the home. Each psalm oozes with the theme of a man satisfied with his family.
Psalm tells us: Psalm goes a step further: Thus we may conclude: A satisfying home is based on the fear of the
Lord. These two psalms can be viewed as four stages in the development of a family adapted from Chuck
Swindoll, You and Your Child [Thomas Nelson], p. Your children rebelled against God and caused you a lot
of pain. A preacher always has to walk the fine line of comforting the disturbed and yet disturbing the
comfortable. So let me say at the outset to any hurting parents: You need to deal with any true guilt and put
away any false guilt. If you are aware of sin and failure on your part in raising your children, then you have
true guilt. You need to confess that sin to God and appropriate His forgiveness. You also need to confess your
sin to your children and seek their forgiveness. At the same time, many parents of wayward children are
racked with false guilt. You need to realize that if you have dealt with your failures before the Lord, any
remaining guilt is not from Him, but from the accuser of the saints, the devil Rev. Your children grew up and
made some bad choices. Resist the devil and get on with what God wants you to do for Him. You may be
single and not have your own family. Maybe your family is already raised and gone. I cannot apply these
things to every possible category represented here today. The answers we need are in Scripture, which is
profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, and training in righteousness, so that we may be equipped for
every good work. Whatever your current situation, ask God to apply this psalm to your heart, to equip you as
you serve Him. Before he narrows it down specifically to the home v. Anything you do--whether building a
house, guarding a city, or working in your job--is worthless unless the Lord is in it. Why does he make this
point? Because we all have a sinful propensity to see ourselves and our efforts as primary and to relegate God
to a secondary role in what we do. We take the major credit for our accomplishments and give God a polite tip
of the hat, thus robbing Him of His glory. This foundational principle means that the most important factor on
the home front is not having the latest techniques from the most recent books or seminars. The most crucial
factor in building a satisfying home life is that you walk in genuine humility before the Lord, casting yourself
upon His grace in faith and prayer. You can work hard at building your family, you can be diligent to guard
your kids from harm, you can make sacrifices to provide what they need. If you do, it will be reflected in
frequent, fervent prayer for your kids and yourself. One time years ago our family was shopping and we ran
into a good friend and his wife who were mentors to me in my younger years. When I was single I once lived
with their family for three months. He travels around the world teaching family life seminars. As he and I
talked while our wives shopped, the subject of rearing a family came up. His son and successor to the throne,
Rehoboam, rejected wisdom and split the kingdom. May we learn from him and avoid his mistakes! That is
the point of verse 2. One night while he was sleeping, God appeared in a dream and told Solomon that He
would give him whatever he wished. Solomon asked God for wisdom, and God was pleased to give Solomon
not only wisdom, but also riches and honor. God gave to His beloved Jedidiah in his sleep. God just gave
because of His grace. God is gracious and yet maintains His standards. Understanding grace produces
humility. This means that he confesses his sins to his wife and kids and asks their forgiveness. When his kids
are wrong, instead of coming down on them in self-righteous judgment, he can come alongside them in a
humble way to give them help. Kids smell hypocrisy from a mile away, and it makes them want to run from us
and from our God. But grace is attractive. Solomon is not advocating that the builders stop building, the
watchmen stop watching, and the workers stop working and let God do it all. They build, they watch, and they
work, but they trust God to build, watch, and work, too. It is not either-or; it is both-and. I once talked with
man who had a serious problem in his home. On the other extreme, it is just as wrong to strive and do
everything possible and yet not trust the Lord. Faith and works are compatible, not exclusive. I have one
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regret, and that is that I did not feel it my duty to play with my children as much as to teach the [natives]. I
worked very hard at that, and was tired out at night. Now I have none to play with. So, my good friend, play
while you may. A satisfying home enjoys the blessing of godly children vv. Enjoying the blessing of godly
children requires having the proper attitude toward children. We need to treasure our children as we would a
precious gift from a wealthy friend, because that is what they are. If children are gifts from God, two
applications follow: You do it to instill in them the realization that they were created by a loving, sovereign
God for His sovereign purpose. One of the key ways to do this is to spend time with them. A child who feels
rejected will often grow angry and bitter. Edith Schaeffer What is a Family? Suddenly it occurred to Fran that
he had not spent enough time with Franky. Furthermore, he decided that it would not do to wait until it was
convenient, but to do it right away. So he canceled all his appointments for ten days and took his son to
Florence and Venice to tour the great museums and to spend time talking alone on a number of subjects. Let
them know it both verbally and by spending time with them. Enjoying the blessing of godly children requires
taking the proper action with them. The simile suggests two actions: Neither did you find them lying around
on the ground. They had to be carefully shaped and sharpened. Children are the same. It takes diligent effort
on the part of a wise father to bring them up in the training of the Lord. Arrows left in the quiver or shot
haphazardly in any which direction are not much good. In fact, they can be the cause of great harm if they are
not aimed carefully. This implies skill and direction. The archer must know his target and have sufficient skill
to fire his arrows into it. The point of rearing children is not to keep them for ourselves. Many parents lose
their kids because they try to hang on to them. You need to instill in your kids from an early age a burden for
world missions. They may leave you and go to some far corner of the world. You may not get to see your
grandkids grow up. You may be separated from your kids. Jim Elliot, who gave his life trying to take the
gospel to the unreached tribes of South America, was feeling pressure from his Christian parents to stay in the
United States. He wrote to them, Grieve not, then, if your sons seem to desert you. Remember how the
Psalmist described children? He said that they were as an heritage from the Lord, and that every man should
be happy who had his quiver full of them. And what is a quiver full of but arrows? And what are arrows for
but to shoot? Elisabeth Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty [Zondervan], p. If we regard our children with the
proper attitude and raise them with the proper actions, then: Enjoying the blessing of godly children results in
a strong witness for Christ. A father who has his quiver full of straight, sharp arrows, ready to send into the
heart of the enemy, will not be ashamed when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.
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3: One Generation Shall Bless Another: The Role of Christian Grandparents
Paul begins this letter by giving praise to God for what He has done in saving us, and bestowing upon us "every spiritual
blessing in Christ." Verse 3 functions as a.

One Generation Shall Bless Another: The extended family offered great security. I grew up in the church
where my family had worshipped for decades. The first house I lived in belonged to my grandparents: I
observed how families lived together, worked together, and cared for one another. It was easy to see the
requirements of 1 Timothy 5: But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to
put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents,
for this is pleasing to God. The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and
continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even
while she lives. Give the people these instructions, too, so that no one may be open to blame. If anyone does
not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than
an unbeliever. The modern age presents new challenges for Christian families. Few people live in extended
households now. It is harder to define the role of grandparents â€” even though grandparents live longer, have
more disposable income, and have great opportunities for reaching the next generations. How, then, can
Christians replicate inter-generational family cohesion and covenantal responsibility in our age? Rushdoony
emphasized the importance of inheritance, showing that inheritance is essentially theocentric, and that it is a
key tool for extending Christian dominion. The righteous man leaves a legacy. A friend has an excellent
testimony about the future-orientation of his grandfather. A successful publisher, he created an endowment to
provide for the education of his four grandsons. Three of the boys became physicians, and one a veterinarian.
They were all indebted to his foresight and generosity. Christian grandparents should leave an inheritance.
Older folks are often interested in the past and become excellent genealogists and amateur historians. He is a
little forgetful nowadays, so we are delighted to have this record. Following the Fifth Commandment Ex.
Grandparents can also contribute to the education of the next generation. One set of grandparents I know
travels with their homeschooled grandchildren. They have been to Scotland and the Caribbean, simultaneously
vacationing and teaching history lessons. A couple in our church takes an active role in homeschooling their
grandson. Though older than traditional homeschool parents, they check out new curricula, look for teaching
resources, and explore teaching strategies. Homeschooling allows them to invest in the next generation. The
weather is nice, and there is nothing inherently wrong with relaxing. But think of what the older generation
could be doing in the lives of others. Evangelism Grandparents can help evangelize their descendants. Parents,
specifically fathers, have the primary obligation to train and evangelize children Dt. But grandparents can have
an impact â€” catechizing, reading Bible stories, and helping with Scripture memory. According to His
covenant mercies, God blesses future generations with salvation. He promises to show His lovingkindness to
the thousandth generation Ex. Every parent and grandparent can take comfort in Psalm Parents teach us how
to live; grandparents show us how to die. Blessing Grandparents can bless future generations. Genesis
concludes with the blessings Jacob gives to his sons Gen. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau. And by faith
Jacob blessed his own grandsons. The language is dramatic and special: I like that Biblical picture:
Grandparents should think of ways to bless their progeny. They themselves are uniquely blessed of God. The
future-oriented blessing, fully consistent with the promises God gave to Abram Gen. Above all, grandparents
must pray for their descendents. The Westminster Confession of Faith Ten years ago, Rev. Rushdoony came
to our home for Sunday dinner. Other families also came over, with their children. Giving thanks before the
meal, Rushdoony offered an unforgettable prayer for the children: Craig Press, , Rushdoony dedicates a large
section of the second volume of the Institutes to the question of inheritance â€” see Law and Society Vallecito,
California: Ross House, , An example of how not to leave an inheritance was Cornelius Vanderbilt, the
richest man in America at his death in Rushdoony prayed for my grandchildren, their salvation, and the
salvation of my future generations. He is a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Society. He holds degrees from
Bemidji State University B. His specialty is American religious history. His essays and reviews have appeared
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in numerous publications and have been translated into Hungarian and Spanish. Schultz frequently preaches in
local churches and speaks at academic and Christian conferences. The Schultzes have nine children.
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4: The Deacon at Mass
More Messages from Will Lewis | Download Audio. From Series: "The Blessing"The way you view your paternal father
will shape the way you see your Eternal Father. Is there something we can do to reverse this?

It is a blessing to be here with you today. I was so successful in my prayer, and God was so generous with me,
that I had pages and pages of notes about blessings. It was hard to pick and choose what to share with you
today. There are so many facets to what we consider to be blessings â€” like joy, healing, grace, and gratitude.
That may be one aspect of blessings, but there is more to it. We can bless through a kind word, a prayer, a
ritual, a gesture, an embrace, or a gift â€” but the blessing is the sacred space that is experienced rather than
the outward visible sign that helped convey the blessing. A blessing is more than something you like or a
kindness. A blessing is that which lifts us toward experiencing our spiritual nature. It brings Spirit into the
picture. It gets us in touch with the essence qualities of God â€” like wholeness and perfection. It can become
clear that every blessing has the potential to bless both the giver and receiver of any blessing. We pray that our
blessings have a positive effect on those we are blessing. Yet we, too, are reaping great benefit from being a
blesser! On a psychological level, when we bless, we are thinking good thoughts. Good thoughts feel good.
We open our minds to something better or greater, which gives us hope for a happier future. Positive thoughts
naturally have a positive impact on our mind and our body. Many of us have had the joy of sharing blessings
through prayers of the people. My focus today is on the connection we can feel when we are extending
blessings from a place of spiritual connection. An image that comes to mind is a hose that has the potential to
spray water onto a garden. My word of blessing is like turning the tap that allows the water to flow through the
hose. The hose gets to feel the water flowing through it while the garden receives the benefit of the sprayed
water. In the same way, any blessing I invoke flows through me, touching and cleansing me in the process.
The water and the blessing are not mine. I am just the channel through which it flows when I am willing to
turn the tap. Nothing flows through it. I am not responsible for creating the blessing. The one who blesses
from a state of communion with God is the voice for God in that moment. What do we choose moment by
moment? Do we extend blessings, or judge and complain? Are you present with me? We can choose to feel
gratitude and give praise for the blessings in our lives while remembering the Source of our Good. We can
speak a blessing before meals, giving thanks for the abundance and variety of our nourishment. We can enjoy
the blessing of our freedom. We can notice the miracles that flow from being a blesser instead of a complainer.
We can bless those who seem sad, confused, or lost from a place of peace in our own lives. We can bless
through mercy, kindness, compassion, beauty, and humor. Divine Wholeness is a healing balm that can be
experienced by giving blessings. Blessing is a holy act that any Child of God can do, not just Jesus. It is our
spiritual duty to remember that. Silent blessings are powerful, too, shining the Love of God into the world.
Imagine the willingness to practice blessing people, animals, plants, trees, organizations, and circumstances
throughout the day. The more we would do that, the deeper our experience of communion with the Divine
would be. God, the Source of all blessings, would be in our mind and heart, showering blessings upon us. All
things made by God are His children. Give blessings, and you will receive blessings. My message today is to
bring awareness to the benefit of blessing, both giving and receiving. We come to church to be reminded of
our spiritual nature. Be willing to allow your spiritual nature to expand and express through the practice of
blessing. I would like to share it with you now. Click here to read it now.
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5: Psalm Blueprint For A Satisfying Home (part 1) | www.enganchecubano.com
Genesis is the first occurrence, when God blessed the sea creatures and birds, telling them to be fruitful and multiply in
the earth. Likewise, in verse 28, God gave the similar blessing to Adam and Eve, adding that they were to exercise
dominion over creation.

Fowler You are free to download this outline provided it remains intact without alteration. You are also free to
transmit this outline electronically provided that you do so in its entirety with proper citation of authorship
included. The divine character of giving. God is love - I Jn. God is a giving God - John 3: God is righteous Ps. God comes to dwell in us by the presence of the Spirit of His Son, Jesus Christ, and desires to function in
accord with His character through us. Loveless giving is not Christian giving - I Cor. The grace of God in
Christian giving. Giving is not a "work" that is meritorious before God. Giving does not "buy" indulgence
before God. Christian giving is not just altruistic benevolence. The will of God in Christian giving. The will of
God is the life of Jesus Christ lived out in His people. Christian giving is part of the will of God - II Cor. We
are to "listen under" God in prayerful obedience in order to determine how, what, when, how much and to
whom God desires to give through us. Christian giving is not guilt-motivated giving. Christian giving is not
need-motivated giving. The means of Christian giving. We give of the "means" of what God has entrusted to
us. Christian giving is not giving "beyond our means. Pledges of future assets - James 4: The overflow of
Christian giving. Christian giving is not just giving from overflow of physical assets 1. Our natural
covetousness cannot recognize "enough" or "too much" VI. The pre-requisite of Christian giving. The first
giving is the giving of ourselves to the Lord - II Cor. God is not interested in your gifts until He has you. The
choice of Christian giving. Christians are choosing creatures with freedom of choice. Christian giving is a
choice. Christian giving is not manipulated giving. Social approval - Matt.
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6: Ways to Give - Operation Blessing International
1. What is a quinceaÃ±era? The quinceaÃ±era is a traditional celebration of life and gratitude to God on the occasion of
the fifteenth birthday of a young Hispanic woman. The ritual emphasizes her passage from childhood to adulthood. The
family usually requests a Mass or a blessing to be held in the Church.

But I read recently that TV meteorologists frequently get hate mail and obscene phone calls. Being a pastor is
kind of like that at times. I just try to report what it says. I confess, if I could write the script myself, I would
not write it as Paul did. But being a Christian means obeying apostolic doctrine, not changing the message to
be more compatible with our times. Our text is the central one to grapple with. Paul was correcting a problem
in the Ephesian church. Presumably, the false teachers whom Timothy was to confront had led astray a
number of women in the church, both in doctrine and morals 1: Ephesus was a sensual city, with temple
prostitution devoted to the worship of the goddess Diana or, Artemis , whose idol had multiple breasts. It was
also a center of commerce, with many wealthy people. Apparently some church women were dressing in a
sensual and extravagant manner, so Paul corrects this by telling Timothy how godly women should adorn
themselves 2: In 2 Timothy 3: Of course, Second Timothy was written later than First Timothy. But probably
the situation confronted there had already begun when Paul wrote First Timothy. So he corrects this by
commanding that women are not to teach or exercise authority over men in the church; rather, their normal
sphere of ministry should be in the home 1 Tim. Thus, The conduct of women in the church should be marked
by godliness and submission to male leadership. The proper attire of Christian women: Our grooming and
clothing says a lot about our values and the way we think. Rather, she should put her emphasis on good deeds.
He is not prohibiting a woman from looking attractive, as long as she is not seductive or showy. He was
correcting women who went to great expense and effort to braid jewels and expensive ornaments into their
hair. Their clothing was showy and expensive. Their appearance did not reflect a value system with God at the
center nor did it draw you to their godly character. It focused on the external. It was the wrong emphasis.
Christian women should be marked by good works. Many modern fashions are shameful and seductive. They
are designed to attract attention to the body and to arouse lust. You may think that your Christian brothers
should be free from lustful thoughts. But you should not put a stumbling block in their way by dressing
seductively! The proper attitude of Christian women: Like it or not, the Bible is not politically correct, in tune
with our modern sensibilities. Also, there are many truths in the Bible that are seemingly contradictory or
paradoxical. You have to hold both sides in tension, not going off the deep end either way. As we saw last
week, God is sovereign in saving whom He chooses, but He commands us to pray for the salvation of all.
When it comes to the roles of men and women, the Bible is clear that both male and female reflect the image
of God Gen. Men are not superior over women nor women over men. In Christ, men and women are equal
Gal. And husbands must love their wives just as Christ sacrificially loved the church. In this way we reflect
the image of God, in which the Son is equal to the Father and yet voluntarily submits to Him; and the Father
loves the Son. We also reflect the relationship of Christ to His church, in which He accepts us as His brothers
and sisters, and yet we submit to Him. Paul teaches both in our text and in 1 Cor. While it would be wrong to
emphasize the hierarchy and neglect equality, it is equally wrong to emphasize equality and throw out any
form of hierarchy. So it is a serious error, in my judgment, to take a verse like Galatians 3: We need to affirm
both aspects of the truth. In our text, Paul spells out the realm 2: The realm of submission involves activities
where a woman would exercise authority over a man 2: Paul is speaking here about the church, not the home
although, as mentioned, women are to be subject to their husbands in the home. It is significant that Paul
directs the women to learn. In the Jewish culture, they were not able to go to school to learn the Torah. But
Paul wants women to learn as long as their attitude is marked by two qualities: Women are not to be agitated,
assertive rebel-rousers in the church. A lieutenant and a sergeant are equal in personhood, but different in
rank. Even so, women are to put themselves in rank under men in church leadership. The implied object of
their submission is church leaders elders who teach sound doctrine. Apparently some of the Ephesian women
had taken a seminar on assertiveness training and were applying it by teaching even the men in the worship
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assembly. Paul is prohibiting this since, as he shows 2: I realize that Paul opens a host of questions which he
leaves unanswered. Can women teach men in a home Bible study remember, the early church met in homes?
Can they be in leadership positions over men? What about a woman teaching as long as she is in submission to
male elders? What about a woman teaching through writing books or teaching a man individually as Priscilla
and Aquila did with Apollos [Acts What about all the noteworthy exceptions in Scripture Deborah, Huldah,
Junia, etc. What about the many godly and effective women missionaries down through church history? But I
can give several principles that apply to the church. First, the office of elder is limited to men 1 Tim. This
means that the office of teaching elder 1 Tim. An Exegetical Study of 1 Timothy 2: So Paul probably had in
mind situations where women taught the entire church. Is Paul giving one prohibition a woman should not
teach men in a domineering way or two a woman should not teach men nor should she do anything else to
exercise authority over men? The Greek grammar indicates that Paul intends two distinct and yet closely
related commands Bowman, p. A woman should not teach men, nor should she do anything else to exercise
authority over men. So does Paul mean that a godly woman can never teach men? We need to be careful not to
put God in our doctrinal boxes. He is notorious for doing as He pleases. The many noteworthy exceptional
women in Scripture tell us to be careful here. But the exceptions as well as the plain teaching of passages such
as our text show us that the exceptions are just that. The norm should be men in leadership and teaching
positions in the church. If God raises up a gifted woman, we ought to recognize her ministry. But even so, she
will have an attitude of submission to male leadership. And, she will focus on teaching women. I think
Elisabeth Elliot is a modern example of such a gifted woman. The reasons for submission are the order of
creation and the order of the fall 2: It is compelling that every time Paul cites reasons for gender-based
distinctions in the church, he goes to the Old Testament. God could have created Adam and Eve
simultaneously, but He did not. He first created Adam and later created Eve to be a helper for Adam, not vice
versa. Paul explains 1 Cor. So Paul is saying 1 Tim. Then he adds the order of the fall 2: Both were culpable
Rom. Nor is Paul implying that women are constitutionally more prone to deception than men. The Bible is
clear that we all are easily deceived by sin and false doctrine. What Paul is getting at is that in the fall, the
God-ordained roles were reversed. So Paul is saying here that this role reversal that brought such awful
consequences on the human race should not be repeated in the church. The responsibility for teaching and
leadership in the church falls on qualified men 3: How then can women serve in the church? If she serves in
her God-appointed sphere, she will receive her reward. The reward for submission is salvation from the curse
2: Many commentators call verse 15 one of the most difficult verses in the New Testament to interpret.
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7: The Road Not Taken â€“ Poem by Robert Frost | The Showers of Blessings
Bible verses about Blessings. Deuteronomy ESV / helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful "And if you faithfully obey the voice
of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his commandments that I command you today, the Lord your God will set
you high above all the nations of the earth.

Late 19th and early 20th-century background[ edit ] External video Interview with Kate Bowler on Blessed:
Pentecostalism , New Thought , and "an American gospel of pragmatism, individualism, and upward
mobility". This gospel of wealth, however, was an expression of Muscular Christianity and understood success
to be the result of personal effort rather than divine intervention. While initially focused on achieving mental
and physical health, New Thought teachers such as Charles Fillmore made material success a major emphasis
of the movement. Kenyon , a Baptist minister and adherent of the Higher Life movement , is credited with
introducing mind-power teachings into early Pentecostalism. Kenyon later became connected with
well-known Pentecostal leaders and wrote about supernatural revelation and positive declarations. His writing
influenced leaders of the nascent prosperity movement during the post-war American healing revival. Kenyon
and later leaders in the prosperity movement have denied that he was influenced by the New Thought
movement. Rather than asking, Kenyon taught believers to demand healing since they were already legally
entitled to receive it. Bosworth and John G. Lake who co-led a congregation with New Thought author Albert
C. Grier prior to Roberts offered to return any donation that did not lead to an equivalent unexpected
payment. Allen published The Secret to Scriptural Financial Success and promoted merchandise such as
"miracle tent shavings" and prayer cloths anointed with "miracle oil". He taught that faith could miraculously
solve financial problems and claimed to have had a miraculous experience in which God supernaturally
changed one-dollar bills into twenty-dollar bills to allow him to pay his debts. Osborn began emphasizing
prosperity in the s and became known for his often ostentatious displays of personal wealth. These tactics were
prompted in part by the expense of developing nationwide radio networks and campaign schedules. Oral
Roberts was among the first, developing a syndicated weekly program that became the most watched religious
show in the United States. By , television had supplanted the tent meeting in his ministry. He soon had widely
aired radio and television programs and became distinguished for his flashy style. His openness about love for
material possessions and teachings about the "Science of the Mind" led many evangelists to distance
themselves from him. Word of Faith Although nearly all of the healing evangelists of the s and s taught that
faith could bring financial rewards, a new prosperity-oriented teaching developed in the s that differed from
the one taught by Pentecostal evangelists of the s. This "Positive Confession" or "Word of Faith" movement
taught that a Christian with faith can speak into existence anything consistent with the will of God. Senator
Chuck Grassley opened a probe into the finances of six televangelism ministries that promoted prosperity
theology: In January , Grassley concluded his investigation stating that he believed self-regulation by religious
organizations was preferable to government action. Prosperity theology teaches that Christians are entitled to
well-being and, because physical and spiritual realities are seen as one inseparable reality, this is interpreted as
physical health and economic prosperity. They maintain that Christians have been given power over creation
because they are made in the image of God and teach that positive confession allows Christians to exercise
dominion over their souls and material objects around them. This leads to a belief in positive confession, the
doctrine that believers may claim whatever they desire from God, simply by speaking it. Prosperity theology
teaches that the Bible has promised prosperity for believers, so positive confession means that believers are
speaking in faith what God has already spoken about them. Positive confession is practiced to bring about
what is already believed in; faith itself is a confession, and speaking it brings it into reality. While Malachi has
generally been celebrated by Christians for its passages about the messiah, teachers of prosperity theology
usually draw attention to its descriptions of physical wealth. Peter Wagner , a leader of the New Apostolic
Reformation , has argued that if Christians take dominion over aspects of society, the Earth will experience
"peace and prosperity". They often view this as a Roman Catholic doctrine that should be discarded and
replaced with an emphasis on prosperity. Some services include a teaching time focused on giving and

Page 12

ROLE #1 : GIVING A BLESSING pdf
prosperity, including Biblical references to tithing ; and then a sermon on another topic which follows the
offering. Prosperity church leaders often claim a specific blessing can be exchanged for the money being
donated to their ministry; some have been reported to instruct worshipers to hold their donations above their
heads during the prayer. He views poverty as a barrier to living a Christian life, suggesting that it is easier to
make a positive impact on society when one is affluent. Underlying these programs is a theology of
empowerment and human flourishing with the goal of releasing people from a "welfare" or "victim" mentality.
Kate Bowler, an academic who studies prosperity theology, has criticized such seminars, arguing that though
they contain some sound advice the seminars often emphasize the purchase of expensive possessions. She
maintains that home ownership was heavily emphasized in prosperity churches, based on reliance on divine
financial intervention that led to unwise choices based on actual financial ability. They argue that leaders
attempt to control the lives of adherents by claiming divinely bestowed authority. Global Christian
Fundamentalism Steve Brouwer, Paul Gifford, and Susan Rose speculate that the movement was fueled by a
prevailing disdain for social liberalism in the United States that began in the s. Tony Lin of the University of
Virginia has also compared the teaching to manifest destiny , [36] the 19th-century belief that the United
States was entitled to the West. He sees it as an attempt to fulfill the American Dream by using supernatural
power. In a study of the Swedish Word of Life Church, he noted that members felt part of a complex
gift-exchange system, giving to God and then awaiting a gift in return either from God directly or through
another church member. Marion Maddox has argued that this message has drawn a significant number of
upwardly mobile Australians. During the interview, he stated that he saw the problem beginning to be
reversed, citing calls for renewed faith and other practices. This criticism has focused on his healing and
exorcism ministries and his promise of material blessings. Matthew Wilson of Southern Methodist University
compares the movement to Black theology owing to its focus on uplifting oppressed groups, though he notes
that it differs in its concentration on individual success rather than corporate political change. Social Gospel
Mainstream evangelicalism has consistently opposed prosperity theology as heresy [36] and prosperity
ministries have frequently come into conflict with other Christian groups, including those within the
Pentecostal and Charismatic movements. Jesus, Servant and Savior, R. For instance, some theologians believe
that the life and writings of Paul the Apostle , who is believed to have experienced significant suffering during
his ministry, are particularly in conflict with prosperity theology. During his earthly tenure, he spoke time and
again about the importance of spiritual wealth and health. When he talked about material wealth, it was
usually part of a cautionary tale. Although he accepts giving as "praiseworthy", [82] he questions the motives
of prosperity theology and criticizes the "Law of Compensation", [82] which teaches that when Christians give
generously, God will give back more in return. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven" KJV. The
Council argues that the biblical Greek word often translated as "confess" literally translates as "to speak the
same thing", and refers to both positive and negative confessions. Oaks stated that people who believe in "the
theology of prosperity" are deceived by riches. He continued by saying that the "possession of wealth or
significant income is not a mark of heavenly favor, and their absence is not evidence of heavenly disfavor". He
also cited how Jesus differentiated the attitudes towards money held by the young rich man in Mark Oaks
concluded this portion of his sermon by highlighting that the "root of all evil is not money but the love of
money". In a lengthy segment, Oliver focused on what he characterized as the predatory conduct of
televangelists who appeal for repeated gifts from people in financial distress or personal crises, and he
criticized the very loose requirements for entities to obtain tax exempt status as churches under U. Oliver said
that he would ultimately donate any money collected by the church to Doctors Without Borders. They
criticized many aspects of the prosperity gospel, noting particularly the tendency of believers to lack
compassion for the poor, since their poverty was seen as a sign that they had not followed the rules and
therefore are not loved by God. Your Best Life Now: Roberts, Oral ; Montgomery, G. Wilkinson, Bruce ;
Kopp, David The Prayer of Jabez: Breaking Through to the Blessed Life. See You at the Top. Ziglar, Zig ;
Ziglar, Tom Find Your Success Code.
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8: re:Worship: Old Testament Blessings
So verses 1 & 2 show that a satisfying home life depends on God's blessing and that seeking God's blessing means
understanding the principle of grace, the balance between faith and works, and the balance between career and family
life.

Fifteen Questions on the Quinceanera 1. The ritual emphasizes her passage from childhood to adulthood. The
family usually requests a Mass or a blessing to be held in the Church. The rite is frequently celebrated in
several countries in the Americas, including Mexico, Central and South America and the Caribbean. The tribes
of Meso-America, possibly the Mayas and Toltecs, celebrated elaborate rites of passage for their young men
and women. Rites of passage are known to have existed in the Iberian Peninsula as well. The Spanish
conquistadores may have brought the practice to Meso-America. It is possible that the missionaries would
have approved of this practice, since these rites closely paralleled Christian practices of initiation and
marriage. The ancient Mozarabic Rite of the Iberian peninsula had elaborate rituals marking the passage of
baptized adolescents, each of which included specific references to Christian initiation and each of which was
celebrated following the reception of Holy Communion at Mass. With the suppression of the Mozarabic Rite,
many of these rituals passed into popular religious practice. If she has prepared the readings, she may serve as
the lector for at least one of the readings. Then, signs of faith medal, Bible, rosary, prayer book which have
been blessed and may be given to her. After Mass, the young woman is presented to the community. The ritual
continues with a dinner and sometimes a dance in her honor. Who are the participants in the celebration? The
priest s or deacon has a key role as the one who represents the Church and who prays the blessing over the
young woman. The local community is also encouraged to gather for the celebration. The ritual may be
celebrated simply, outside Mass with the young woman, accompanied by her parents and godparents, coming
before the priest or deacon to receive a special blessing in the Church. Or, there may be a more elaborate
celebration with elegant clothes, flowers, music and decorations and with more than one priest presiding. Why
would this blessing be included in the Book of Blessings? The Book of Blessings De Benedictionibus provides
blessings for persons, places, and objects in a wide variety of circumstances and occasions. Blessings Directly
Pertaining to Persons, alongside orders for the blessing of a family, a married couple, children, sons and
daughters, etc. Why is it necessary to have an approved order of blessing for this practice? In the absence of a
confirmed rite, celebrants often spontaneously created prayers and ritual actions. Since only approved and
confirmed rites may be used in the Liturgy, an Order for the Blessing on the Fifteenth Birthday was approved
by the full body of U. Bishops and received the recognitio from the Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the Sacraments. Why do parents present their daughter for this celebration? The parents,
in coming to the parish Church seeking the blessing, acknowledge that their daughter has reached the age
where she is capable of handling additional responsibility. What is the positive value of this celebration for the
parish? The Virgin Mary is a model for women of every class and age group. In a culture where machismo is
still evident, the choice by a young Hispanic woman to celebrate her fifteenth birthday in the Church offers a
host of possibilities for her and the parish. The focus on the positive contribution of women in society as well
as their becoming active participants in the life of the parish can also be emphasized. They may be encouraged
to take a more active part in the various parish ministries. Why is this celebration necessary when the Church
has the sacrament of Confirmation? Standing before the altar, she is publicly presented by her family and
friends in a gesture of thanksgiving. Does this celebration sometimes become too costly and extravagant?
Unfortunately, the advantage of living in a country where material things are readily available often
encourages families to give into a competitive consumerism and spend exorbitant sums on such celebrations.
The same tendency is often seen in the planning of celebrations of the Sacrament of Marriage. However, as
with weddings, many Hispanic families save for years to provide the celebration for their daughter,
granddaughter, goddaughter or niece. While to an uninformed observer, the financial expenditure may appear
far beyond the means of the family, the reality may be very different. Family members who are seamstresses,
musicians, drivers of limousines, florist shop workers, cooks, bakers and photographers often donate their

Page 14

ROLE #1 : GIVING A BLESSING pdf
services as gifts. The church decorations, food and music for the fiesta, are often provided by family and
friends. Parishes may also give pastoral guidance in having the celebration for several girls at one Mass, thus
focusing more on the liturgy than on any one family, or offering the use of the parish hall for the fiesta which
follows. It is suggested that a time of preparation be set before the date of the celebration so that all
participants understand the meaning of the religious celebration and have an opportunity to ready themselves
spiritually. How can this celebration be a means of strengthening the faith of Latino youth? Adults have a
responsibility to pass on the faith to younger members of the community. A Framework for Catholic Youth
Ministry is a call to personal discipleship, evangelization and leadership of youth so strong that the bishops
ask the entire Church to make ministry with adolescents its concern as well. The letter focuses on three goals:
Why is the rite just for girls? This is the practice in the countries of origin of the young women requesting the
blessing. Recently, in the Western and Southwestern parts of the United States a limited number of young
Hispanic males have requested this blessing for themselves or, in one case, twins male and female , requested
a joint celebration. There is no basis in the traditional usage, however, for the inclusion of young men in the
rite. In the Hispanic community, traditionally it has been the women who hand on the faith. The abuelita
grandmother holds a special place in the family for that reason. Women organize feast days, celebrate rituals
and offer prayers. The mother sets up the altarcito in the home where prayers are offered for the living and the
dead. She makes the home a domestic church. Hispanic women are the evangelizers and teachers of values,
yet their leadership has often gone unrecognized. Those participating in the celebration, the parents,
godparents, relatives and friends, also share in this linguistic diversity. Rite of Confirmation, no.
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9: What Does the Bible Say About Blessings?
The authors of this article present three theoretical models of mentoring informing nursing as well as other disciplines.
How these models intersect to expand understanding of the evolution of the role of mentoring in nursing is discussed.

The text to be used for the blessing is specified in Numbers 6: Various interpretations of these verses connect
them to the three Patriarchs ; Abraham , Isaac , and Jacob , or to three attributes of God: Mercy, Courage, and
Glory. Versions of the blessing are often found in mortuary and cultic contexts, and anticipate early Jewish
commentaries that relate the blessing to death. Although specific words in the Priestly Blessing are commonly
found in the Bible, the syntactic sequences in which they occur suggest parallels not to other biblical passages,
but to blessing inscriptions from late Iron Age southern Levant. And the blessing should be performed only in
the presence of a minyan â€” even if the Kohanim themselves must be included for a total of ten. A Kohen
may be disqualified by, e. This custom is especially followed if only one Kohen is available to give the
blessing. Apparently this prompting is done to avoid errors or embarrassment if any of the Kohanim should be
ignorant of the words of the recitation. However, if there are a number of kohanim, they may say the first word
of the blessing "Yevarekhekha" without the prompting, presumably to demonstrate their familiarity with the
ritual. Instead, a non-Kohen is designated with that task, and the leader remains silent. This practice is still
done in many Orthodox communities. In many communities, it is customary for congregants to spread their
tallitot over their own heads during the blessing and not look at the Kohanim. If a man has children, they will
come under his tallit to be blessed, even if they are quite old. The unattributed basis of this custom is to
emphasize the spiritual aspect of the blessing over the role of the Kohanim themselves; as per the scriptural
verse, the Kohanim are simply a vehicle for the expression of the blessing, when they "place My name upon
the children of Israel". A tradition common among Ashkenazim rests on the basis that during the recital of this
blessing the Shekhinah becomes present where the kohanim have their hands in the "shin" gesture, so that
gazing there would be harmful. This response is used instead of "Amen", because the hazzan is merely
"mentioning" the blessing, essentially quoting it rather than actually performing the ritual. This response is
also employed on days and times when the Amidah is repeated but the Kohanim do not recite the priestly
blessing. It is usually prefaced, for boys with a request for God to make the child like Ephraim and Manasseh
These were the two sons of Joseph who are remembered because according to tradition, they never fought
with one another. Similarly, some rabbis will say the blessing to a boy at his bar mitzvah or to a girl at her bat
mitzvah. Times performed[ edit ] Mosaic in the synagogue of Enschede Among Jews in Israel except in
Galilee , [23] and among most Sephardic Jews worldwide, the ceremony is performed every day during the
repetition of the Shacharit and Mussaf Amidah. On fast days other than Yom Kippur, it is performed at
Mincha , if said in the late afternoon. The reason for offering the blessing in the afternoon only on fast days is
that on these days Kohanim cannot drink alcohol prior to the ceremony. Eastern European congregations only
perform it at Musaf. On Simchat Torah , some communities recite it during Musaf, and others during
Shacharit, to enable Kohanim to eat or drink during the Torah reading between Shacharit and Musaf. When
the blessing is omitted from a prayer in which it could be recited on weekdays and Shabbat in Ashkenazic
diaspora communities, or in any community if a Kohen is not present , the text of the prayer is recited by the
hazzan instead, without any special chant or gestures. The use of a platform is implied in Leviticus 9: They
cover their heads with their tallitot , recite the blessing over the performance of the mitzvah , turn to face the
congregation, and then the hazzan slowly and melodiously recites the three verse blessing, with the Kohanim
repeating it word by word after him. After each verse, the congregation responds Amen. If there are more than
one Kohan performing the blessings then they wait until someone in the congregation calls out "Kohanim"
before starting the blessing over performing the blessings; the hazzan then continues the procedure. However,
if there is only one Kohan performing the blessings he starts the blessing over performing the blessings
without any prompting from the congregation; the hazzan then continues as normal. In the Yemenite tradition
when there is a solitary Kohan he says the first word of the blessing without prompting after having said the
preparatory blessing. Raising the hands[ edit ] Shefa Tal During the course of the blessing, the hands of the
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Kohanim are spread out over the congregation, with the fingers of both hands separated so as to make five
spaces between them; the spaces are 1 between the ring finger and middle finger of each hand, 2 between the
index finger and thumb of each hand, and 3 the two thumbs touch each other at the knuckle and the aperture is
the space above or below the touching knuckles. Performing the Jewish ceremony of the priestly blessing is
known in Yiddish as duchening, a reference to the bimah on which the blessing is said. The tradition of
covering the hands stems from the biblical prohibition against a Kohen with hands that are disfigured in any
way from offering the blessing. The rabbis softened this prohibition by saying that a Kohen with disfigured
hands to which the community had become accustomed could bless. In later centuries, the practice became for
all Kohanim to cover their hands so that any disfigurement would not be seen by the Congregation. This gave
rise to folklore that one should not see the hands of the Kohen or even that harm would befall someone who
sees the hands of the Kohen. Some congregants will even turn their backs to the Kohanim so as to avoid any
possibility of seeing their handsâ€”although this practice is unsupported by any rabbinic source. Prayer chant[
edit ] In some Jewish communities, it is customary for the Kohanim to raise their hands and recite an extended
musical chant without words before reciting the last word of each phrase. There are different tunes for this
chant in different communities. Aside from its pleasant sound, the chant is done so that the congregation may
silently offer certain prayers containing individual requests of God after each of the three blessings of the
Kohanim. Because supplications of this nature are not permitted on Shabbat , the chant is also not done on
Shabbat. In Israel, though, this chanting is not the custom. Variation among Jewish denominations[ edit ]
Conservative Judaism[ edit ] In Conservative Judaism , the majority of congregations do not perform the
priestly blessing ceremony, but some do. In some American Conservative congregations that perform the
ceremony, a bat kohen daughter of a priest can perform it as well. One view holds that a bat kohen may deliver
the blessing; another view holds that a bat kohen is not permitted to participate in the Priestly Blessing
because it is a continuation of a Temple ritual that women were not eligible to perform. The Masorti
movement in Israel, and some Conservative congregations in North America, require male kohanim as well,
and retain restrictions on Kohanim. Reform, Reconstructionist and Liberal Judaism[ edit ] In Liberal and
American Reform congregations, the concept of the priesthood has been largely abandoned , along with other
caste and gender distinctions. Thus, this blessing is usually omitted or simply read by the hazzan. North
American Reform Jews omit the Musaf service, as do most other liberal communities, and so if they choose to
include the priestly blessing, it is usually appended to the end of the Shacharit Amidah. Some congregations,
especially Reconstructionist ones, have the custom of the congregation spreading their tallitot over each other
and blessing each other that way. Christian liturgy[ edit ] Blessings based on the Priestly Blessing are used in
the liturgy of the Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran churches. The Lord bless you and keep you
composed in by Peter C.
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