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Her best friend is Katherine "Kate" Kavanagh, who writes for the college newspaper. Due to an illness, Kate is
unable to interview year-old Christian Grey, a successful and wealthy Seattle entrepreneur, and asks Ana to
take her place. Ana finds Christian attractive as well as intimidating. Ana does not expect to meet Christian
again, but he appears at the hardware store where she works. While he purchases various items including cable
ties, masking tape, and rope, Ana informs Christian that Kate would like some photographs to illustrate her
article about him. Christian gives Ana his phone number. Ana replies that she is not dating anyone. During the
conversation, Ana learns that Christian is also single, but he says he is not romantic. Ana is intrigued but
believes she is not attractive enough for Christian. Later that night, Ana goes out drinking with her friends and
ends up drunk dialling Christian, who informs her that he will be coming to pick her up because of her
inebriated state. Christian then reveals that he would like to have sex with her. He initially says that Ana will
first have to fill in paperwork, but later goes back on this statement after making out with her in the elevator.
Ana goes on a date with Christian, on which he takes her in his helicopter, Charlie Tango, to his apartment.
Once there, Christian insists that she sign a non-disclosure agreement forbidding her from discussing anything
they do together, which Ana agrees to sign. He also mentions other paperwork, but first takes her to his
playroom full of BDSM toys and gear. There, Christian informs her that the second contract will be one of
dominance and submission , and there will be no romantic relationship, only a sexual one. The contract even
forbids Ana from touching Christian or making eye contact with him. At this point, Christian realises that Ana
is a virgin and takes her virginity without making her sign the contract. The following morning, Ana and
Christian again have sex. His mother arrives moments after their sexual encounter and is surprised by the
meeting, having previously thought Christian was homosexual , because he was never seen with a woman.
Christian and Ana plan to meet again, and he takes Ana home, where she discovers several job offers and
admits to Kate that she and Christian had sex. Over the next few days, Ana receives several packages from
Christian. She and Christian email each other, with Ana teasing him and refusing to honour parts of the
contract, such as only eating foods from a specific list. Ana later meets with Christian to discuss the contract
and becomes overwhelmed by the potential BDSM arrangement and the potential of having a sexual
relationship with Christian that is not romantic in nature. Because of these feelings, Ana runs away from
Christian and does not see him again until her college graduation, where he is a guest speaker. Christian
spanks Ana for the first time, and the experience leaves her both enticed and slightly confused. After
successfully landing a job with Seattle Independent Publishing SIP , Ana further bristles under the restrictions
of the non-disclosure agreement and her complex relationship with Christian. The tension between Ana and
Christian eventually comes to a head after Ana asks Christian to punish her in order to show her how extreme
a BDSM relationship with him could be. Devastated, she breaks up with Christian and returns to the apartment
she shares with Kate. Background and publication[ edit ] E. After comments concerning the sexual nature of
the material, James removed the story from the fan-fiction websites and published it on her own website,
FiftyShades. Later she rewrote Master of the Universe as an original piece, with the principal characters
renamed Christian Grey and Anastasia Steele and removed it from her website before publication. James its
best-selling author, replacing J. Salman Rushdie said about the book: It made Twilight look like War and
Peace. This is speculated to be due to people unfamiliar with both the proper use of these toys and the safe
practice of bondage and other "kinky" sexual fetishes attempting what they had read in the book. Archbishop
Dennis Schnurr of Cincinnati said in an early February letter, "The story line is presented as a romance;
however, the underlying theme is that bondage, dominance, and sadomasochism are normal and pleasurable.
In , social scientist Professor Amy E. The study found that nearly every interaction between Ana and Christian
was emotionally abusive in nature, including stalking, intimidation, and isolation. The authors could not
conclude whether women already experiencing these "problems" were drawn to the series, or if the series
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influenced these behaviours to occur after reading by creating underlying context. In a public library there is
usually very little that would prevent a book from being on the shelf if there is a demand for the information.
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