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The Higgins Boat "Andrew Higgins is the man who won the war for us."-President Dwight D. Eisenhower, interview The
President went on to explain: "If Higgins had not designed and built those LCVPs (Lan.

They stand on the observation balcony inside the N. Eventually they have to speak. Then the stories start,
stories about how this strange boat carried the men to victory and death on beaches from Normandy to Iwo
Jima. For the next few months, visitors to Beaufort will have a rare chance to see one of the boats that even
Gen. Eisenhower called the key to winning World War II. More than 20, Landing Craft, Vehicle, Personnel -also known as Higgins boats -- were made by Higgins Industries and other builders. They were used in every
major amphibious assault to move GIs from ship to shore. Only about a dozen are believed to remain,
including four in the United States, according to Maritime Museum officials. The work will take six to eight
months, and the boat will be on display as the staff and volunteers toil. Visitors strolling by on Front Street can
stand at the huge main door and look straight into the open bow. Among them -- three times already -- was
Earl W. Norwood of Morehead City, who piloted one in Normandy and owes it a personal debt. His craft took
on water the whole five miles back to his mother ship after being hit by an artillery shell while on the beach.
The best-known feature is the flat front that drops on hinges to form a ramp for troops to dash ashore. The
design now seems obvious. The Marines saw the value of the design, though. Soon, Higgins Industries and
other companies were cranking them out. Many people think they were heavily armored, but they were made
almost entirely of wood, which was more readily available than metal during the war. Also, being light meant
the craft drew less water and could get farther ashore. The steel bow ramp was just a quarter-inch thick, as
were the steel plates along the sides -- enough to stop some shrapnel but ineffective against many kinds of
incoming fire. Most had plywood hulls, which makes the one at the Maritime Museum something of a
mystery. The hull is made of wood planks -- and not just any wood, but mahogany, which resists rot. An
American collector bought it from a museum in Normandy, where it was exhibited outdoors. Before that, it
was a utility boat in a marina. It was shipped to England, then Baltimore before being trucked to Beaufort.
Three experts have examined the boat and agreed it was likely built in , Herbert said. A bulkhead with an ID
number had been replaced, and the original engine is gone. Recrafting history The restoration will begin with
cleaning and an inventory of remaining parts so the restoration crew will know what odd items they need to
seek, Prentice said. Historically inaccurate modifications will be removed, and workers will use old drawings
to reconstruct parts such as the bulkhead between the helmsman and the cargo area. Eventually, the hull will
be lifted off its steel cradle so remnants of some fairly recent fiberglass sheathing can be removed and any rot
repaired. One of the hardest tasks will be removing and repairing the bent main rudder, Prentice said. A
replacement engine will be found and fitted. When the work is done, the Higgins boat will go to the museum,
though it may not be on display until , when a new wing is expected to be completed, Herbert said. Many got
seasick from the combination of diesel exhaust and ocean swells, said Demetrius "Pete" Lypka of King, N. He
said he thought they were metal and would never have climbed aboard if he had known they were made of
plywood.
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2: The Higgins Boat
Andrew Jackson Higgins, the man Dwight D. Eisenhower once credited with winning World War II, was a wild and wily
genius. At the New Orleans plant where his company built the boats that brought.

State of North Dakota, Plaintiff and Appellant v. Roness argued , Thomas A. Dickson , and Timothy Q. Box ,
Bismarck, N. We reverse and remand. Operate a motorboat while under the influence in violation of Sec.
Higgins asserted in his supporting brief, among other things: Higgins perform several field sobriety tests;" and
6 "[f]ollowing this, Mr. The defendant operated a motor boat or vessel while intoxicated or under the influence
of a narcotic drug, barbitu[r]ate, or marijuana; N. After a hearing, the trial court issued an order on the
motions: Uniform complaints, like the one issued in this case, are generally not drawn by attorneys and are
often hastily drawn. Higgins concedes that "[a]mendments to criminal complaints are routinely granted," but
asserts "it is difficult to understand why the State is seeking an amendment to charge a crime which never
happened," and "[t]he critical element of [] alcoholic beverages is still missing from the statute. To legally stop
a vehicle, a law enforcement officer must have a reasonable and articulable suspicion that a motorist has
violated or is violating the law. In determining the validity of a stop, we use an objective test and look at the
totality of the circumstances. Code, provides, in part: When operating between sunset and sunrise, all
motorboats under twenty-six feet [6. Motorboats operating between sunset and sunrise shall exhibit a twenty
point degree combination red and green bow light, visible for one mile, the left side being red, the right side
being green. See also the inland navigation rules in 33 U. Lundstrom also testified 1 she had no probable cause
to arrest Higgins for being under the influence of drugs; 2 she did not arrest Higgins for boating under the
influence of drugs; and 3 in her opinion, Higgins was intoxicated by alcoholic beverages. For the same reason,
we need not decide the propriety of stopping all boats with lights other than navigational lights on after sunset,
as distinguished from boats whose navigational lights are not visible for the required distance. Our primary
objective in construing a statute is to ascertain legislative intent by looking at the language of the statute itself.
If the meaning of a penal statute is obscure, we will consider legislative intent in determining its meaning.
Fargo Bottling Works, 19 N. Furthermore, while an ambiguous statute should be construed in favor of the
defendant, we do not adopt a construction that would produce an absurd result. Larson , N. We presume the
legislature acts with a purpose and does not perform useless acts. Any person who operates a motorboat or
vessel in this state is deemed to have given consent, and shall consent. If a person submits to a chemical test
under section The game warden or law enforcement officer shall immediately issue a statement of intent to
prohibit the person from operating a motorboat or vessel. The game warden or law enforcement officer, within
five days of issuing the statement of intent, shall forward to the director a certified written report. If the
statement was given because of the results of a chemical test, the report must show that the game warden or
officer had probable cause to believe the person had been operating a motorboat or vessel while in violation of
section It defined "inebriated" as "exhilarated or confused by or as if by alcohol" p. Thus, the plain meaning
of intoxicated includes impairment by alcoholic beverages. Jeff Nelson of the Legislative Council testified:
They would have to arrest you and charge you with the offense of boating while intoxicated and the arresting
officer would bring in the evidence based on personal observation. At an April 27, , conference committee
hearing, Commissioner Jones testified: Currently we have a law that prohibits operating a boat or vessel while
intoxicated or under the influence of drugs. Unfortunately the law does not define what intoxicated is, it does
not allow for testing and it does not set penalties. We further conclude the trial court erred in dismissing the
complaint on the ground that the statute does not specifically refer to alcoholic beverages.
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LCVP can refer to Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme, an Irish education programme Landing Craft Vehicle
Personnel, a small military vessel for transfers from ship to shore during amphibious landings.

Monica Huntington When we think of World War II heroes, we immediately envision revered veterans and
acts of bravery on the battlefield. However, not all of those who made decisive contributions that led to the
victory of America and its allies were shipped out to the fierce battles raging in Europe and the Pacific. Omaha
World-Herald In light of his unlikely beginnings, perhaps no one would have expected the remarkable
accomplishments that this unique figure would achieve and end up earning him a reputation for forever
changing the course of World War II. He spent his youth along the nearby Loup and Platte Rivers but soon
tragedy would strike. Higgins then had a troubled streak at school and was eventually expelled for fighting.
Despite his temper, there was one thing that would improve his mood. It was that same passion that would
later lead him to transform the world as we know it. With an insatiable knack for building, at age 12, he
constructed a boat in the basement of his family home. The vessel was so large that Higgins had to tear down a
wall to get it out â€” and then patch it all up before his mother returned home. His entrepreneurial spirit started
at age of nine with a lawn service business. Little did anyone know then, but these early indicators would plant
the seeds of his path to forever changing the course of modern warfare. He was a guy like that. Heading South
Andrew Higgins never graduated from high school, and after a stint with the Nebraska Army National Guard,
he left the cornfields and sprawling plains of his native Midwestern home state for the Gulf Coast city of
Mobile, Alabama. Although it might not have seemed grandiose at the time, his early professional pursuits
were all leading toward something much bigger. Room For Improvement Headstrong and entrepreneurial,
Andrew Higgins eventually started his own lumber business in New Orleans in the early s. Larger Than Life
Historians paint Andrew Higgins as a larger than life character who was outspoken, quick-tempered and
cursed like a sailor. Whatever he did he did a lot. Nonetheless, he had the extraordinary ability to turn great
dreams into reality. By the s, Higgins had entirely shifted his operations to boat making and as the threat of
war grew, the U. When the Navy and Marines asked to test his designs in , he completely blew them away. It
was then that the military officials took these prototypes to the water to see if they were worthy of their
consideration. The boat had initially been designed for commercial use and the U. S Coast Guard, but their
legacy would soon become iconic. Pinterest Higgins won a government contract to mass produce his low-cost,
highly-practical boats with some slight modification. With that tender, his company â€” Higgins Industries â€”
transformed from a small single boatyard employing about 50 workers to one of the biggest manufacturers in
the world with some 20, employees. The remarkable impact Higgins and his workers would have was nothing
short of legendary. Marine Prayer Answered The U. The Marines had been praying for an answer which was
met just in the knick of time by Andrew Higgins. Equally if not more notable, Higgins was one of the first
American industrialists to fully integrate his workforce with African American, female, elderly and disabled
employees. A Progressive Tycoon The boat manufacturing mogul also paid his workers equal wages
depending on their level of expertise. His plants in New Orleans shattered production records and
manufactured more than 20, boats for the military. Still, Higgins and his workers, whom he largely credited,
had no idea just how much their efforts would contribute to the Allied victory in World War II. For Higgins,
every minute counted and efficiency was one of his driving motives. The boats his plants made were sent by
railway to waterways and to save time, the war-bound vessels were painted as they were being transported. In
fact, they completely transformed the course of the war. More than 24, Allied troops made amphibious
landings on the coast of France. Wikipedia And it was none other than the Higgins boats, with their shallow
draft and pull-down ramp fronts, that were used in the historic operation. The landmark Higgins boats allowed
the Allied soldiers to unload on an open beach instead of heavily-guarded ports. They also let troops spread
out and cover a greater range of distance that had never been thought possible. Transformative Technology
The iconic Allied invasion of Nazi German-occupied Normandy was conducted at a scale that had never been
seen before. The tactile success and historic significance of the D-Day invasion was achieved largely in thanks
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to the kind of technology manufactured by Andrew Higgins. Surveillance of the Japanese boat had actually
been provided to Higgins early on and he designed his own adaptation at his own expense before he ever saw
military funding. But the magic behind these advantageous crafts was actually quite simple. What Makes a
Higgins Boat The Higgins boat was not a large craft, measuring at just over 36 feet long and 11 feet wide. The
Higgins boat a. LCVP was also a versatile vehicle that could either hold up to 36 men, a jeep and 12 men or 8,
pounds of cargo. Thanks to these strategy-boosting staples, D-Day was hailed as a victorious turning point.
But what about Higgins himself? In fact, his achievment made waves in rather unanticipated places. But it was
the eminent war hero and future president, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, who had arguably the most
impressive assertion about Higgins. Higgins had also caught the eye of one of the most notorious figures of
the war as well. His industrious advancement had greatly impacted our abilities during World War II and
earned him awards along with 30 patents for his designs. National WWII Museum Being the ever-insightful
businessman that he was, Andrew Higgins looked for a new place in the market and went on to produce
pop-up campers along with commercial and private watercraft after the war. Remembering A Legend With his
great contributions to American war efforts behind him, Andrew Higgins died at the age of 65 in Despite the
widespread acknowledgment of his revolutionary innovation and heroism, Higgins was surprisingly mostly
unmentioned in war histories. Google Sites Therefore, his name sadly faded away from public consciousness
over the decades despite his impressive feats. Keeping in mind all that Andrew Higgins had done and what
was said about the man who revolutionized warfare technology, there is still something else that history has
surprisingly overlooked when it comes to him. Missing Pieces Despite the fact that Andrew Higgins was such
an esteemed builder who was credited with helping to win World War II with his famous D-Day landing craft,
there is, in fact, at present only one biography written about him. Washington Post Some have stated that
Higgins was like the boat that was named for him: And while there might be a shortage of biographies on
Andrew Higgins, his name should be much more well-known these days than it is according to something
pretty extraordinary. We think up giants. American giants still walk the American earthâ€¦. Others who guard
his memory, however, credit something perhaps unexpected for taking him so far.
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The Higgins Boat Perhaps one of the most interesting stories regarding boats in WWII is that of the Higgins Boat. It was
used to transport troops, and was the main boat employed for the D-day invasion.

There were three major patterns of the Higgins boat, the , the and The boat identification numbers usually
started with the host ship followed by the sequential number of the boat. Navy Photo was chosen as the host
ship. Figure 3 Figure 4 Figure 4 shows the interior of the craft and the extent of restoration required. Cleaning
up the hull, removal of non authentic material, replacing damaged wood and a paint job are among the
activities required for restoration. Figure 5 An attempt to determine the age of the boat was not fruitful since
the hull number could not be found. Other clues are needed. Inspection of the boat reveals that the rear
machine gun pits have been covered over with fiberglass. Figure 5 Figure 6 shows the bow ramp winch which
was internal to the boat. Figure 7 is a label on the starter showing a date of manufacture of The starter
appeared to be the original starter. Figure 8 is a drawing of the pattern. The winch was external to the hull and
there were no machine gun pits on the pattern, suggesting that this boat is indeed a WWII boat, probably
produced near the end of the war. The manufacturer of the boat could not be determined because of the lack of
a hull number. The ramp winch is to the sea side of the coaming boards and no gun pits near the stern. The
ramp winch is inside the hull and two gun pits are provided near the stern. Figure 11 New paint for the
starboard side. Figure 12 New coaming boards installed on hull. During WWII, these were used to reduce the
amount of water entering the hull during heavy weather. Figure 13 Repair of deck on starboard side with
fiberglass cloth and resin. Figure 14 Machine guns on temporary mounts near stern. Gun pits will have to be
cut out through the deck see Figure 5. Figure 15 Holes to be filled in rub rail on the port side. Figure 16
Sealing strip added to coaming board on starboard side. Figure 17 Original M40 cradle and wood ammunition
box. Figure 21 Port side view of new tarp. Figure 22 View of new port side paint job. Figure 23 LVCP gun
mount. Would appreciate any detailed information on this gun mount Figure 24 Cutting hole in deck to match
covered over gun pits. Figure 25 Making gun pit upper ring. Figure 26 Installing gun pit and upper ring.
Figure 27 Final paint job. Figure 28 Gun trolley getting fitted to upper ring. Figure 43 Foam removed and
bottom paint applied. Figure 44 Hull registration number is C as shown on the keel. This boat was then sent to
Camp Pendleton and used in landing craft training for the Marines. It originally had the rounded stern that was
modified later to the V stern. After the War it was likely declared surplus and given to the City of Los Angeles
as a utility boat performing various duties at the Los Angeles city reservoirs. Figure 45 The reason for foam
removal was to reduce the chance of water accumulation between the foam and wood which could cause rot.
Figure 46 Higgins Boat lifted from cradle. Figure 47 Higgins Boat settling on trailer. Figure 48 Higgins Boat
on trailer. Figure 49 Higgins Boat launch. Figure 50 Higgins Boat slow idle. Figure 51 Higgins Boat medium
power. Figure 52 Cruising at 3 knots. Figure 54 Stern gunners.
5: Higgins Memorial Project
There were three major patterns of the Higgins boat, the , the and The boat identification numbers usually started with
the host ship followed by the sequential number of the boat. For the Higgins boat being restored, the attack transport
Aquarius (AKA) shown in Figure 3 (U.S. Navy Photo) was chosen as the host ship.

6: Higgins (surname) - Wikipedia
The Higgins boats broke the gridlock on the ship-to-shore movement. It is impossible to overstate the tactical
advantages his craft gave U.S. amphibious commanders in World War II.

7: Museum resurrects legendary WWII boat (Ike said the simple Higgins boat was the key to victory)
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The tactile success and historic significance of the D-Day invasion was achieved largely in thanks to the kind of
technology manufactured by Andrew Higgins. Fox Photos/Getty Images After the near-disastrous outcome of the likes of
the Dunkirk evacuation, the Allies recognized the need for relatively small boats that could transport troops and.

8: State v. Higgins, ND , N.W.2d
Higgins is a surname found in England and in Ireland with several origins.. Origins in England From the name Hugh;
From the name Hig (both the son of Hugh and a diminutive of Hugh).

9: Higgins Memorial in France, Awaiting June 6th Dedication | Columbus News Team
The Higgins Boat replica being packed at Behlen Manufacturing in Columbus for shipment to France. (Photo by Mike
Tobias, NET News) After landing in a Higgins Boat, soldiers wade toward a beach on D-Day. (Department of Defense
photo) Workers build a Higgins Boat in a Higgins Industries plant in New.
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