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Open in a separate window In Table III , the number of studies located, and final numbers selected for review
have been reported. In the health category, there were 12 case studies of health conditions, health services, and
health policy issues, all published in Qualitative Health Research. Seven case studies were categorized as
social sciences and anthropology research, which combined case study with biography and ethnography
methodologies. All three journals published case studies on methods research to illustrate a data collection or
analysis technique, methodological procedure, or related issue. Findings The methodological descriptions of
34 case studies were critically reviewed using the adapted criteria. All articles reviewed contained a
description of study methods; however, the length, amount of detail, and position of the description in the
article varied. Few studies provided an accurate description and rationale for using a qualitative case study
approach. In the 34 case studies reviewed, three described a theoretical framework informed by Stake , two by
Yin , and three provided a mixed framework informed by various authors, which might have included both
Yin and Stake. Few studies described their case study design, or included a rationale that explained why they
excluded or added further procedures, and whether this was to enhance the study design, or to better suit the
research question. In 26 of the studies no reference was provided to principal case study authors. From
reviewing the description of methods, few authors provided a description or justification of case study
methodology that demonstrated how their study was informed by the methodological literature that exists on
this approach. The methodological descriptions of each study were reviewed using the adapted criteria, and the
following issues were identified: An outline of how the issues were developed from the critical review is
provided, followed by a discussion of how these relate to the current methodological literature. Case study
methodology or method A third of the case studies reviewed appeared to use a case report method, not case
study methodology as described by principal authors Creswell, b ; Merriam, ; Stake, ; Yin, Case studies were
identified as a case report because of missing methodological detail and by review of the study aims and
purpose. These reports presented data for small samples of no more than three people, places or phenomenon.
Case reports were not a case of something, instead were a case demonstration or an example presented in a
report. These reports presented outcomes, and reported on how the case could be generalized. Descriptions
focussed on the phenomena, rather than the case itself, and did not appear to study the case in its entirety. This
does not suggest that case study methodology cannot be multimethod, however, methodology should be
consistent in design, be clearly described Meyer, ; Stake, , and maintain focus on the case Creswell, b. To
demonstrate how case reports were identified, three examples are provided. The findings were a historical case
report, which resulted from an ethnographic study of vegetarianism. This case study reported how digital
storytelling can be used with indigenous communities as a participatory method to illuminate the benefits of
this method for other studies. Case study of something particular and case selection Case selection is a
precursor to case analysis, which needs to be presented as a convincing argument Merriam, Descriptions of
the case were often not adequate to ascertain why the case was selected, or whether it was a particular
exemplar or outlier Thomas, There were exceptions in the methods category Table III , where cases were
selected by researchers to report on a new or innovative method. Possible limitations of a convenience sample
were not acknowledged. Purposeful sampling was used to recruit participants within the case of one study, but
not of the case itself Gallagher et al. To demonstrate how researchers provided a good justification for the
selection of case study approaches, four examples are provided. The final example, Coltart and Henwood ,
provided a detailed account of how they selected two cases from a sample of 46 fathers based on personal
characteristics and beliefs. They described how the analysis of the two cases would contribute to their larger
study on first time fathers and parenting. Adequate contextual description is required to understand the setting
or context in which the case is revealed. In these case studies, contextual boundaries, such as physical and
institutional descriptions, were not sufficient to understand the case as a holistic system, for example, the
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general practitioner GP clinic in Gallagher et al. Missing contextual boundaries suggests that the case might
not be adequately defined. Additional information, such as the physical, institutional, political, and community
context, would improve understanding of the case Stake, In Boxes 1 and 2 , we present brief synopses of two
studies that were reviewed, which demonstrated a well bounded case. By providing a brief outline of the case
studies in Boxes 1 and 2 , we demonstrate how effective case boundaries can be constructed and reported,
which may be of particular interest to prospective case study researchers. The study is bounded to 10 general
practice clinics in Denmark, who had received federal funding to implement preventative care services based
on a Motivational Interviewing intervention. The study context was adequately described, providing detail on
the general practitioner GP clinics and relevant political and economic influences. Methodological decisions
are described in first person narrative, providing insight on researcher perspectives and interaction with the
case. Forty-four interviews were conducted, which focussed on how GPs conducted consultations, and the
form, nature and content, rather than asking their opinion or experience Ledderer, , p. The duration and
intensity of researcher immersion in the case enhanced depth of description and trustworthiness of study
findings. Several other seminal qualitative works were cited. The themes and typology constructed are rich in
narrative data and storytelling by clinic staff, demonstrating individual clinic experiences as well as shared
meanings and understandings about changing from a biomedical to psychological approach to preventative
health intervention. Conclusions make note of social and cultural meanings and lessons learned, which might
not have been uncovered using a different methodology. The context of the case is bounded by the three
summer camps of which the researchers had prior professional involvement. A case study protocol was
developed that used multiple methods to gather information at three data collection points coinciding with
three youth camps Teen Forum, Discover Camp, and Camp Strong. Data described the young people, the
camp physical environment, camp schedule, objectives and outcomes, and the staff of three youth camps.
There is evidence of researcher immersion in the case, and Gillard reports spending significant time in the
field in a naturalistic and integrated youth mentor role. This case study is not intended to have a significant
impact on broader health policy, although does have implications for health professionals working with
adolescents. Study conclusions will inform future camps for young people with chronic disease, and
practitioners are able to compare similarities between this case and their own practice for knowledge
translation. No limitations of this article were reported. Limitations related to publication of this case study
were that it was 20 pages long and used three tables to provide sufficient description of the camp and program
components, and relationships with the research issue. Researcher and case interactions and triangulation
Researcher and case interactions and transactions are a defining feature of case study methodology Stake,
Narrative stories, vignettes, and thick description are used to provoke vicarious experience and a sense of
being there with the researcher in their interaction with the case. The role and position of the researcher
needed to be self-examined and understood by readers, to understand how this influenced interactions with
participants, and to determine what triangulation is needed Merriam, ; Stake, Triangulation of sources was
used to reveal as much depth as possible in the study by Nagar-Ron and Motzafi-Haller , while also enhancing
confirmation validity. Methodological justification was insufficient in several of the studies reviewed Barone,
; Bronken et al. This was judged by the absence, or inadequate or inconsistent reference to case study
methodology in-text. In six studies, the methodological justification provided did not relate to case study.
There were common issues identified. This occurred when researchers cited Stake or Yin, or both Mawn et al.
In 26 studies there were no citations for a case study methodological approach. Discussion The findings of this
study have highlighted a number of issues for researchers. A considerable number of case studies reviewed
were missing key elements that define qualitative case study methodology and the tradition cited. A significant
number of studies did not provide a clear methodological description or justification relevant to case study.
Case studies in health and social sciences did not provide sufficient information for the reader to understand
case selection, and why this case was chosen above others. The context of the cases were not described in
adequate detail to understand all relevant elements of the case context, which indicated that cases may have
not been contextually bounded. There were inconsistencies between reported methodology, study design, and
paradigmatic approach in case studies reviewed, which made it difficult to understand the study methodology
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and theoretical foundations. Poorly described methodological descriptions may lead the reader to misinterpret
or discredit study findings, which limits the impact of the study, and, as a collective, hinders advancements in
the broader qualitative research field. The issues highlighted in our review build on current debates in the case
study literature, and queries about the value of this methodology. Case study research can be situated within
different paradigms or designed with an array of methods. In order to maintain the creativity and flexibility
that is valued in this methodology, clearer descriptions of paradigm and theoretical position and methods
should be provided so that study findings are not undervalued or discredited. Case study research is an
interdisciplinary practice, which means that clear methodological descriptions might be more important for
this approach than other methodologies that are predominantly driven by fewer disciplines Creswell, b.
Authors frequently omit elements of methodologies and include others to strengthen study design, and we do
not propose a rigid or purist ideology in this paper. On the contrary, we encourage new ideas about using case
study, together with adequate reporting, which will advance the value and practice of case study. The
implications of unclear methodological descriptions in the studies reviewed were that study design appeared to
be inconsistent with reported methodology, and key elements required for making judgements of rigour were
missing. It was not clear whether the deviations from methodological tradition were made by researchers to
strengthen the study design, or because of misinterpretations. Morse recommended that innovations and
deviations from practice are best made by experienced researchers, and that a novice might be unaware of the
issues involved with making these changes. To perpetuate the tradition of case study research, applications in
the published literature should have consistencies with traditional methodological constructions, and
deviations should be described with a rationale that is inherent in study conduct and findings. Providing
methodological descriptions that demonstrate a strong theoretical foundation and coherent study design will
add credibility to the study, while ensuring the intrinsic meaning of case study is maintained. The value of this
review is that it contributes to discussion of whether case study is a methodology or method. We propose
possible reasons why researchers might make this misinterpretation. If the rich meaning that naming a
qualitative methodology brings to the study is not recognized, a case study might appear to be inconsistent
with the traditional approaches described by principal authors Creswell, a ; Merriam, ; Stake, ; Yin, If case
studies are not methodologically and theoretically situated, then they might appear to be a case report. Case
reports are promoted by university and medical journals as a method of reporting on medical or scientific
cases; guidelines for case reports are publicly available on websites http: The various case report guidelines
provide a general criteria for case reports, which describes that this form of report does not meet the criteria of
research, is used for retrospective analysis of up to three clinical cases, and is primarily illustrative and for
educational purposes. Case reports can be published in academic journals, but do not require approval from a
human research ethics committee. Traditionally, case reports describe a single case, to explain how and what
occurred in a selected setting, for example, to illustrate a new phenomenon that has emerged from a larger
study. A case report is not necessarily particular or the study of a case in its entirety, and the larger study
would usually be guided by a different research methodology. This description of a case report is similar to
what was provided in some studies reviewed. This form of report lacks methodological grounding and
qualities of research rigour. The case report has publication value in demonstrating an example and for
dissemination of knowledge Flanagan, However, case reports have different meaning and purpose to case
study, which needs to be distinguished. Findings of our review suggest that the medical understanding of a
case report has been confused with qualitative case study approaches. In this review, a number of case studies
did not have methodological descriptions that included key characteristics of case study listed in the adapted
criteria, and several issues have been discussed. Adequate page space for case study description would
contribute to better publications Gillard et al. Capitalizing on the ability to publish complementary resources
should be considered. Limitations of the review There is a level of subjectivity involved in this type of review
and this should be considered when interpreting study findings.
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Approaches to Social Inquiry. This book is part of the Building Conceptual Understandings in the Social Sciences
(BCUSS) series. It describes a social inquiry approach to teaching and learning and gives examples of how this
approach can be applied in the classroom.

There are substantial methodological differences between these approaches. Case selection and structure[ edit
] An average, or typical case, is often not the richest in information. In clarifying lines of history and causation
it is more useful to select subjects that offer an interesting, unusual or particularly revealing set of
circumstances. A case selection that is based on representativeness will seldom be able to produce these kinds
of insights. When selecting a case for a case study, researchers will therefore use information-oriented
sampling, as opposed to random sampling. Three types of cases may thus be distinguished for selection: Key
cases Outlier cases Local knowledge cases Whatever the frame of reference for the choice of the subject of the
case study key, outlier, local knowledge , there is a distinction to be made between the subject and the object
of the case study. The subject is the "practical, historical unity" through which the theoretical focus of the
study is being viewed. Thus, for example, if a researcher were interested in US resistance to communist
expansion as a theoretical focus, then the Korean War might be taken to be the subject, the lens, the case study
through which the theoretical focus, the object, could be viewed and explicated. Gary Thomas thus proposes a
typology for the case study wherein purposes are first identified evaluative or exploratory , then approaches
are delineated theory-testing, theory-building or illustrative , then processes are decided upon, with a principal
choice being between whether the study is to be single or multiple, and choices also about whether the study is
to be retrospective, snapshot or diachronic, and whether it is nested, parallel or sequential. The typology thus
offers many permutations for case-study structure. These are, to a differentiable degree, similar to the case
study in that many contain reviews of the relevant literature of the topic discussed in the thorough examination
of an array of cases published to fit the criterion of the report being presented. These case reports can be
thought of as brief case studies with a principal discussion of the new, presented case at hand that presents a
novel interest. In a case where the market of any organisation is in a messy state, the agency will always seek
to find out some of the reasons why the scenario is that way. They will have to gather information that may
help them in solving such issues. For this to be fully achieved, one must be able to carry out a market research
to establish where the problem is. This, therefore, calls for the different methods which can be used in a
situation where one wants to conduct a marketing research. The organisations have to choose one of the
available techniques so that they can thoroughly conduct their investigations. Some of the primary methods
that would be used included interviews, surveys, focus groups, observations and in some cases use field trials.
Types of case studies[ edit ] In public-relations research, three types of case studies are used: Under the more
generalized category of case study exist several subdivisions, each of which is custom selected for use
depending upon the goals of the investigator. These types of case study include the following: These are
primarily descriptive studies. They typically utilize one or two instances of an event to show the existing
situation. Illustrative case studies serve primarily to make the unfamiliar familiar and to give readers a
common language about the topic in question. Exploratory or pilot case studies. These are condensed case
studies performed before implementing a large scale investigation. Their basic function is to help identify
questions and select types of measurement prior to the main investigation. The primary pitfall of this type of
study is that initial findings may seem convincing enough to be released prematurely as conclusions. These
serve to aggregate information from several sites collected at different times. The idea behind these studies is
that the collection of past studies will allow for greater generalization without additional cost or time being
expended on new, possibly repetitive studies. Critical instance case studies. These examine one or more sites
either for the purpose of examining a situation of unique interest with little to no interest in generalization, or
to call into question a highly generalized or universal assertion. This method is useful for answering cause and
effect questions. Case studies in business[ edit ] At Harvard Law School In , Christopher Langdell departed
from the traditional lecture-and-notes approach to teaching contract law and began using cases pled before
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courts as the basis for class discussions. But organizational behavior cannot always be easily reduced to
simple tests that prove something to be true or false. Reality may be an objective thing, but it is understood
and interpreted by people who, in turn, act upon it, and so critical realism , which addresses the connection
between the natural and social worlds, is a useful basis for analyzing the environment of and events within an
organization. A critical case allows the following type of generalization: Falsification offers one of the most
rigorous tests to which a scientific proposition can be subjected: Popper himself used the now famous
example: The case study is well suited for identifying "black swans" because of its in-depth approach: The
rejection consisted primarily of a conceptual experiment and later on a practical one. These experiments, with
the benefit of hindsight, seem self-evident. In his experimental thinking, Galileo reasoned as follows: If the
two objects are then stuck together into one, this object will have double the weight and will according to the
Aristotelian view therefore fall faster than the two individual objects. This conclusion seemed contradictory to
Galileo. The only way to avoid the contradiction was to eliminate weight as a determinant factor for
acceleration in free fall. Rather, it was a matter of a single experiment, that is, a case study. The air pump
made it possible to conduct the ultimate experiment, known by every pupil, whereby a coin or a piece of lead
inside a vacuum tube falls with the same speed as a feather. What is especially worth noting, however, is that
the matter was settled by an individual case due to the clever choice of the extremes of metal and feather.
Random and large samples were at no time part of the picture. By selecting cases strategically in this manner
one may arrive at case studies that allow generalization. The problem-based learning PBL movement offers an
example. When used in non-business education and professional development, case studies are often referred
to as critical incidents. Ethnography is the description, interpretation, and analysis of a culture or social group,
through field research in the natural environment of the group being studied. One approach encourages
researchers to compare horizontally, vertically, and temporally. Teaching case studies have been a highly
popular pedagogical format in many fields ranging from business education to science education. Harvard
Business School has been among the most prominent developers and users of teaching case studies. Additional
relevant documentation, such as financial statements, time-lines, and short biographies, often referred to in the
case study as exhibits, and multimedia supplements such as video-recordings of interviews with the case
subject often accompany the case studies. Similarly, teaching case studies have become increasingly popular
in science education. The National Center for Case Studies in Teaching Science has made a growing body of
case studies available for classroom use, for university as well as secondary school coursework. Teaching case
studies need not adhere strictly to the use of evidence, as they can be manipulated to satisfy educational needs.
The generalizations from teaching case studies also may relate to pedagogical issues rather than the substance
of the case being studied.
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Designing a research project takes time, skill and knowledge. With Qualtrics survey software , we make the
survey creation process easier, but still you may feel overwhelmed with the scope of your research project.
Here are 5 common errors in the research process: Population Specification This type of error occurs when the
researcher selects an inappropriate population or universe from which to obtain data. Packaged goods
manufacturers often conduct surveys of housewives, because they are easier to contact, and it is assumed they
decide what is to be purchased and also do the actual purchasing. In this situation there often is population
specification error. The husband may purchase a significant share of the packaged goods, and have significant
direct and indirect influence over what is bought. For this reason, excluding husbands from samples may yield
results targeted to the wrong audience. Sampling Sampling error occurs when a probability sampling method
is used to select a sample, but the resulting sample is not representative of the population concern.
Unfortunately, some element of sampling error is unavoidable. This is accounted for in confidence intervals,
assuming a probability sampling method is used. Suppose that we collected a random sample of people from
the general U. This sample would not be representative of the general adult population and would influence
the data. The entertainment preferences of females would hold more weight, preventing accurate extrapolation
to the US general adult population. Sampling error is affected by the homogeneity of the population being
studied and sampled from and by the size of the sample. Selection Selection error is the sampling error for a
sample selected by a nonprobability method. Interviewers conducting a mall intercept study have a natural
tendency to select those respondents who are the most accessible and agreeable whenever there is latitude to
do so. Such samples often comprise friends and associates who bear some degree of resemblance in
characteristics to those of the desired population. Non-responsive Nonresponse error can exist when an
obtained sample differs from the original selected sample. In telephone surveys, some respondents are
inaccessible because they are not at home for the initial call or call-backs. Others have moved or are away
from home for the period of the survey. Not-at-home respondents are typically younger with no small
children, and have a much higher proportion of working wives than households with someone at home. People
who have moved or are away for the survey period have a higher geographic mobility than the average of the
population. Thus, most surveys can anticipate errors from non-contact of respondents. Online surveys seek to
avoid this error through e-mail distribution, thus eliminating not-at-home respondents. Measurement
Measurement error is generated by the measurement process itself, and represents the difference between the
information generated and the information wanted by the researcher. A retail store would like to assess
customer feedback from at-the-counter purchases. The survey is developed but fails to target those who
purchase in the store. Instead, results are skewed by customers who bought items online. Best Practices for
Research Sample.
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Define social inquiry report. social inquiry report synonyms, social inquiry report pronunciation, social inquiry report
translation, English dictionary definition of social inquiry report. n a report on a person and his or her circumstances,
which may be required by a court before sentencing and is made by a probation officer or a social.

Student displays few facts, or mostly incorrect facts. Fair Student displays some facts that are mostly correct.
Good Student displays a variety of mostly correct facts. Excellent Students displays a great variety of correct
facts. Research and Understanding Student did inadequate research. Student does not understand their own
project. Fair Student did some research but most information is not in their words. Student shows little
understanding of their project. Good Student did a lot of research and it is presented in their own words.
Student shows a clear understanding of their project. Excellent Student did significant research and it is
entirely in their own words. Student demonstrates a deep understanding of their project. Spelling, Grammar
and Punctuation Poor Projerct has little or no punctuation or spelling. Topic or material unclear due to
excessive errors. Fair Project has some correct spelling and punctuation. Good Project uses mostly correct
spelling and punctuation. Excellent Student has no errors in spelling or punctuation. Project setup Did not
follow directions for set up. Project layout is unorganized and messy. Fair Followed some directions given for
set up. Project needs some organizational improvement and could be tidied up. Good Followed most
directions for set up. Project is well organized and mostly tidy.
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social inquiry report noun (in Britain) a report on a person and his or her circumstances, which may be required by a
court before sentencing and is made by a probation officer or a social worker from a local authority social services
department.

Case Study Emergence Unlike the other approaches we discuss, case study research does not emerge from a
particular social scientific tradition. It is quite likely, as Stake points out, that researchers doing case study
research are calling it by another name. Case studies, as a research design, are also being conducted across
disciplines and research traditions. Defined "Case study is defined by individual cases, not by the methods of
inquiry used. The investigators identify the boundaries, and these boundaries what is and what is not a case are
continually kept in focus. A case may be simple or complex. It may be a single patient, a practice, a health
care system. The goal in case study research is to understand the boundaries of the case and the complexity of
the behavior patterns of the bounded system. Researchers may study a single case or mutiple cases. Common
Methods used in Case Study Research The goal of case study research is to understand the complexity of a
case in the most complete way possible. For this reason, case study research often involves the use of multiple
methods for collecting data. The qualitative methods described below are all likely to be used in case study
research. This often requires extensive work in the setting being studied. This is called fieldwork. Observation
provides insight into the behavior patterns and social organizations that operate and constitute a particular
bounded system or case. Collection of Artifacts and Texts. Researchers may also learn about a bounded
system by collecting and studying artifacts e. Stake identifies three types of case studies: A case may be of
interest because it has particular features or because it is ordinary. Instrumental - aimed at providing insight
into an issue or problem or to refine a theory. In this instance, understanding the complexities of the case is
secondary to understanding something else e. Often referred to as a multiple-case study e. A case study
approach. Doing Qualitative Research 2nd edition, pp. Jones and Bartlett Publishers. Case Study Research in
Education: Qualitative Evaluation and Research Methods 2nd ed. Handbook of Qualitative Research pp.
Thousand Oaks, Sage Publications. Design and Methods 2nd ed.
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Essays, reports and research papers are traditional social studies projects and can cover nearly any topic within the
course that the student is interested in. These teach the student important skills in researching a topic, interpreting
information, inferring conclusions and transcribing ideas and thoughts in an understandable way.

Bibliography Definition The word qualitative implies an emphasis on the qualities of entities and on processes
and meanings that are not experimentally examined or measured [if measured at all] in terms of quantity,
amount, intensity, or frequency. Qualitative researchers stress the socially constructed nature of reality, the
intimate relationship between the researcher and what is studied, and the situational constraints that shape
inquiry. Such researchers emphasize the value-laden nature of inquiry. They seek answers to questions that
stress how social experience is created and given meaning. In contrast, quantitative studies emphasize the
measurement and analysis of causal relationships between variables, not processes. Qualitative forms of
inquiry are considered by many social and behavioral scientists to be as much a perspective on how to
approach investigating a research problem as it is a method. The Discipline and Practice of Qualitative
Research. Denzin and Yvonna S. Sage, , p. Characteristics of Qualitative Research Below are the three key
elements that define a qualitative research study and the applied forms each take in the investigation of a
research problem. The Design Naturalistic -- refers to studying real-world situations as they unfold naturally;
nonmanipulative and noncontrolling; the researcher is open to whatever emerges [i. Purposeful -- cases for
study [e. That is, they offer useful manifestations of the phenomenon of interest; sampling is aimed at insight
about the phenomenon, not empirical generalization derived from a sample and applied to a population.
Empathic neutrality -- an empathic stance in working with study respondents seeks vicarious understanding
without judgment [neutrality] by showing openness, sensitivity, respect, awareness, and responsiveness; in
observation, it means being fully present [mindfulness]. Dynamic systems -- there is attention to process;
assumes change is ongoing, whether the focus is on an individual, an organization, a community, or an entire
culture, therefore, the researcher is mindful of and attentive to system and situational dynamics. The Analysis
Unique case orientation -- assumes that each case is special and unique; the first level of analysis is being true
to, respecting, and capturing the details of the individual cases being studied; cross-case analysis follows from
and depends upon the quality of individual case studies. Inductive analysis -- immersion in the details and
specifics of the data to discover important patterns, themes, and inter-relationships; begins by exploring, then
confirming findings, guided by analytical principles rather than rules. Context sensitive -- places findings in a
social, historical, and temporal context; researcher is careful about [even dubious of] the possibility or
meaningfulness of generalizations across time and space; emphasizes careful comparative case analyses and
extrapolating patterns for possible transferability and adaptation in new settings. Qualitative Research
Methods for the Social Sciences. Allyn and Bacon, ; Denzin, Norman. Handbook of Qualitative Research.
Sage, ; Marshall, Catherine and Gretchen B. Sage Publications, ; Merriam, Sharan B. A Guide to Design and
Implementation. Basic Research Design for Qualitative Studies Unlike positivist or experimental research that
utilizes a linear and one-directional sequence of design steps, there is considerable variation in how a
qualitative research study is organized. In general, qualitative researchers attempt to describe and interpret
human behavior based primarily on the words of selected individuals [a. There is a reflexive process
underpinning every stage of a qualitative study to ensure that researcher biases, presuppositions, and
interpretations are clearly evident, thus ensuring that the reader is better able to interpret the overall validity of
the research. According to Maxwell , there are five, not necessarily ordered or sequential, components in
qualitative research designs. How they are presented depends upon the research philosophy and theoretical
framework of the study, the methods chosen, and the general assumptions underpinning the study. Goals
Describe the central research problem being addressed but avoid describing any anticipated outcomes.
Questions to ask yourself are: Why is your study worth doing? What issues do you want to clarify, and what
practices and policies do you want it to influence? Why do you want to conduct this study, and why should the
reader care about the results? Conceptual Framework Questions to ask yourself are: What do you think is
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going on with the issues, settings, or people you plan to study? What theories, beliefs, and prior research
findings will guide or inform your research, and what literature, preliminary studies, and personal experiences
will you draw upon for understanding the people or issues you are studying? Note to not only report the results
of other studies in your review of the literature, but note the methods used as well. If appropriate, describe
why earlier studies using quantitative methods were inadequate in addressing the research problem. Research
Questions Usually there is a research problem that frames your qualitative study and that influences your
decision about what methods to use, but qualitative designs generally lack an accompanying hypothesis or set
of assumptions because the findings are emergent and unpredictable. In this context, more specific research
questions are generally the result of an interactive design process rather than the starting point for that process.
What do you specifically want to learn or understand by conducting this study? What do you not know about
the things you are studying that you want to learn? What questions will your research attempt to answer, and
how are these questions related to one another? Methods Structured approaches to applying a method or
methods to your study help to ensure that there is comparability of data across sources and researchers and,
thus, they can be useful in answering questions that deal with differences between phenomena and the
explanation for these differences [variance questions]. An unstructured approach allows the researcher to
focus on the particular phenomena studied. This facilitates an understanding of the processes that led to
specific outcomes, trading generalizability and comparability for internal validity and contextual and
evaluative understanding. What will you actually do in conducting this study? What approaches and
techniques will you use to collect and analyze your data, and how do these constitute an integrated strategy?
How might your results and conclusions be wrong? What are the plausible alternative interpretations and
validity threats to these, and how will you deal with these? Why should we believe your results? Conclusion
Although Maxwell does not mention a conclusion as one of the components of a qualitative research design,
you should formally conclude your study. Briefly reiterate the goals of your study and the ways in which your
research addressed them. Discuss the benefits of your study and how stakeholders can use your results. Also,
note the limitations of your study and, if appropriate, place them in the context of areas in need of further
research. Introduction to Qualitative Research Design. Nova Southeastern University; Heath, A. The Proposal
in Qualitative Research. Sage, ; Maxwell, Joseph A. Leonard Bickman and Debra J. Qualitative Research from
Start to Finish. In this way, qualitative research can be used to vividly demonstrate phenomena or to conduct
cross-case comparisons and analysis of individuals or groups. Among the specific strengths of using
qualitative methods to study social science research problems is the ability to: Obtain a more realistic view of
the lived world that cannot be understood or experienced in numerical data and statistical analysis; Provide the
researcher with the perspective of the participants of the study through immersion in a culture or situation and
as a result of direct interaction with them; Allow the researcher to describe existing phenomena and current
situations; Develop flexible ways to perform data collection, subsequent analysis, and interpretation of
collected information; Yield results that can be helpful in pioneering new ways of understanding; Respond to
changes that occur while conducting the study ]e. Sage, ; Merriam, Sharan B. Limitations of Using Qualitative
Methods It is very much true that most of the limitations you find in using qualitative research techniques also
reflect their inherent strengths. For example, small sample sizes help you investigate research problems in a
comprehensive and in-depth manner. However, small sample sizes undermine opportunities to draw useful
generalizations from, or to make broad policy recommendations based upon, the findings. Additionally, as the
primary instrument of investigation, qualitative researchers are often imbedded in the cultures and experiences
of others. However, cultural embeddedness increases the opportunity for bias to enter into the way data is
gathered, interpreted, and reported. Some specific limitations associated with using qualitative methods to
study research problems in the social sciences include the following: The role of the Board is to evaluate your
research proposal and determine whether it will be conducted ethically and under the regulations, institutional
polices, and Code of Ethics set forth by the university. The purpose of the review is to protect the rights and
welfare of individuals participating in your study. The review is intended to ensure equitable selection of
respondants, that you have obtained adequate informed consent, that there is clear assessment and
minimization of risks to participants and to the university [read: Practical Advice for Academic Librarians.
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The database also includes case studies outlining the research methods used in real research projects. This is
an excellent source for finding definitions of key terms and descriptions of research design and practice,
techniques of data gathering, analysis, and reporting, and information about theories of research [e. The
database covers both qualitative and quantitative research methods as well as mixed methods approaches to
conducting research. For a list of online communities, research centers, indispensable learning resources, and
personal websites of leading qualitative researchers, GO HERE.
7: The Institute for Critical Social Inquiry (ICSI)
The purpose of the inquiry is to make a preliminary evaluation of the available evidence and testimony of the
respondent, whistleblower, and key witnesses to determine whether there is sufficient evidence of possible research
misconduct to warrant an investigation.

8: iRubric: Grade 6 Social Studies Research Project rubric - RBX4AW: RCampus
Keywords: Case studies, health research, research design, interdisciplinary research, qualitative research, literature
review Qualitative methods journals were located by a search of the ISI Journal Citation Reports in Social Science, via
the database Web of Knowledge (see www.enganchecubano.com
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