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Solomon's words from a famous passage of Ecclesiastes have been translated, "Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." In
Solomon among the Postmoderns, Peter Leithart says those words are better translated "Vapor of vapors, all is vapor,"
emphasizing that human life is fleeting.

Jan 21, Del Herman rated it really liked it Most of the time when I hear the words "Christian" and
"Postmodern" in the same sentence, I expect either a. Paul did not actually think Jesus was resurrected", or I
hear b. While for the most part Postmodernism has been rejected by the bulk of Anglo-American philosophers,
it still holds a large amount of influence in humanities departments in my American Lit course, the only
philosophers my professor knew seemed to be Michel Foucault, Louis Althusser, and Roland Barthes, to her
great discredit. However, Leithart does not necessarily see Biblical and Postmodern perspectives as being on
opposite ends of an easy spectrum. In fact, he sees much in the Postmoderns that are similar to the Biblical
revelation. He uses the wonderful Book of Ecclesiastes to make comparisons Solomon certainly says some
very Postmodern things. Some of his points seemed mundane to me: On the other hand, Leithart makes a
striking observation in noting that both Postmodernism and the Biblical view share a common skepticism for
modernity. Just as Foucault rebelled against the Enlightenment project of improving society and the human
being, so does the Biblical view. Of course it goes without saying that they react in opposite ways, but the fact
that they react does reveal a core and interesting similarity. Modernity is defined often by its process of trying
to compartmentalize all aspects of natural or human reality into distinct categories in order to control it.
Politics is easier to control when you eliminate religious influence. Things were better looked at from an "Us
vs. Them" perspective that allowed us to understand people and civilizations better. A mechanized Newtonian
universe allows us to quantify nature and control it for human well-being better. We are on a big, long march
to mastering the elements and solving the problems of the human condition. Both Postmodernity and the
Biblical view reject this. Both of them see the dehumanizing qualities of this project. The Biblical view on the
other hand sees modernity much like the Tower of Babel Genesis Modernity with its systematization, while
beautiful in its fruits, has prevented us from truly wrestling with the great struggles of Being my mind harkens
to Jacob wrestling with God in Genesis 32 in the presence of the Divine. Postmodernism then, for Leithart, has
comprehended the problem with modernity. The question then remains whether Postmodernism will keep
wandering through the fog or realize the truth that the fog can only be seen because there is a Sun to light it. I
know which side I am on. For the time being though, it is good to have a Christian author who takes time to
understand Postmodernism and to really take the best of what Derrida, Foucault, Lyotard, and Barthes all have
to offer.
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2: Solomon Among the Postmoderns by Peter J. Leithart
In Ecclesiastes, Solomon states that "all is vapor" and describes humans as trying to "shepherd the wind." In Solomon
among the Postmoderns, author Peter J. Leithart uses these claims, as well as the entire book of Ecclesiastes, to show
how Solomon resonated with postmodernism.

All of this would not have surprised Solomon, who saw the vapor or mist as an elusiveness of everything that
the world offers. His projects were not permanent and led to the same kind of weariness that we find today.
Leithart reviews scholars who have contributed to the movement of modernity and postmodernity: This is
because metanarratives of scientific progress attempt to justify expenditures of resources and talents. Who
gave anyone the right to determine what is proper in style and meaning? Derrida questions even the hierarchy
of speech over writing that runs through the Western philosophical tradition. Again, this does not surprise
Solomon, who saw all knowledge as limited. We cannot know the future, the past is inaccessible â€” who
knows what God has in mind? Because Solomon does not believe that his world is the only world, he is
willing, unlike Derrida, to wait for the final word, the judgment of God. The Decentered Self, Chapter 3,
examines questions of what makes us what we are. We live our lives in relation to others, to places, to culture,
and from these things we learn who we are. Yet, we are influenced by others, by advertisers, to the extent that
postmodernists see the self as a fiction or a mask, without stability and transient. There is no caring about the
future life because it will be someone other than me after I die! The traditional family, neighborhood and
community have been split, so that our family and friends form one set of relationships, and our fellow
workers and colleagues form another. We are also exposed to alternate cultures and lifestyles by a host of
virtual immigrants, hooked into the Internet and blogging with complete strangers. Even our bodies become
art industries and people are defined by what they can afford. He worked hard, he enlarged his works, he
controlled those around him, in short, he wished to shape and to manage the world around him. He did what
we try to do with the same results: Chapter four, Power is with the Oppressor, outlines the modern notion of
progress in terms of its management and control, such as that present in Soviet communism or Western liberal
democracy. Religion is one part of life to be suppressed in public because people practicing religion may
challenge the normal operations of society and politics. Leithart sees the demonopolization of the
nationâ€”state as the end of an era, no longer running the show, as countries form regional alliances and
extremists react to American and Western powers. Propaganda, especially commercial aspects of it, likewise
oppresses us. Politicians know they are being watched and we know that they know this. So postmodern
political theory is critical of the media and its controls, whether over our time, behavior, speech, body, or
sexuality. Solomon therefore commits, by faith, to a future where God is just and he does this with joy because
all the good things we have are a gift of God. Eating, drinking and, finally, rejoicing, lead us to worship â€”
Solomon provides a table for us in the mist. How has postmodern thinking influenced our present corporate
decisions and views? Of course, those in charge of policy and controls may not, for the most part, have even
considered postmodernism, but here are some things that suggest we are following its trends:
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3: Solomon among the Postmoderns
Solomon Among the Postmoderns surprised by giving me a totally new perspective on its subject. Like most
evangelicals, my view of postmodernism was shallow and one dimensional, essentially a synonym for ""relativism", and
is a successor to modernism.

More Options About "Classic Leithart: Leithart uses this theme, as well as the entire book of Ecclesiastes, to
indicate how Solomon resonated with postmodernism. Exploring the strengths and limits of postmodernism,
he displays how the theory reflects an important biblical theme: Engaging in conversation rather than
caricature, the author takes his interlocutors seriously precisely because he is so confident in the power of the
biblical narrative to pull down all of our towers of Babel, whatever we call them. For those weary of wholesale
denunciations or wholesale endorsements of postmodernism, this patient, well-informed and well-written
essay in godly wisdom will illumine and inspire. Reno, Creighton University "Here is a vivacious account of
postmodern culture from a true Renaissance man. With characteristic verve, Leithart deftly narrates the
postmodern critique of modernity--without the typical fixation on epistemology and questions of knowledge.
In the wake of Derrida and Foucault, we still find ourselves waiting not for Godot or St. Amidst the ruins of
modernity, this book is an invitation to feast in the temple. He is the author of numerous books, including
Continue reading about Peter J. Leithart Reviews "Pascal wrote that there are two basic intellectual errors:
Leithart tries to guide his readers away from both mistakes. Solomon among the Postmoderns is a fun read,
and, even if he hits the curbs now and then, Leithart is going in the right direction. The combination is more
than adequate for helping the reader come to grips with the omnipresent and often confusing thing known as
postmodernity. Throughout the book, Leithart works at persuading us that Ecclesiastes, proclaiming that all
life is a vapor, would understand the postmodern dilemma. He succeeds rather well. As an account of
postmodernism, it is lucid and accessible; the style is easy and often witty. Weeks, Journal for the Study of the
Old Testament "This work is informative as it traces major philosophical movements and voices past and
present. It is also formal enough in the implications of its ideas for seminary study though containing a less
formal style. It might be a refreshing voice among many formal texts seminarians are required to read. For
those well acquainted with the discussion Leithart addresses, it will be a refreshing outlook that represents
itself as a balanced view. It strives toward a biblical understanding in the midst of an ongoing conversation
that is taking place in churches, classrooms, art galleries, and publications. I recommend it for its style, tone,
content, and overall approach. Blakemore, Stone-Campbell Journal "Leithart attempts to read our present
cultural situation in light of the book of Ecclesiastes. In doing this, he engages the cultural history of the
previous five centuries with tremendous insight. This work is both brilliant and thought provoking. It gives
valuable insights into Scripture and also into our contemporary cultural situation. For this reason it is highly
recommended.
4: Solomon Among the Postmoderns - Reformed Chicks Blabbing
In Solomon among the Postmoderns, a pleasant stroll through contemporary philosophy, literary theory, and cultural
studies, Peter J. Leithart tries to guide his readers away from both mistakes Solomon among the Postmoderns is a fun
read, and, even if he hits the curbs now and then, Leithart is going in the right direction."

5: Solomon Among the Postmoderns - Exodus Books
Solomon among the Postmoderns by Peter J. Leithart In Ecclesiastes, Solomon states that "all is vapor" and describes
humans as trying to "shepherd the wind." In Solomon among the Postmoderns, author Peter J. Leithart uses these
claims, as well as the entire book of Ecclesiastes, to show how Solomon resonated with postmodernism.
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7: Solomon Among the Postmoderns | Full Contact Christianity
Blurbs for Peter Leithart's new book: "Peter Leithart's Solomon among the Postmoderns is welcome evidence of a
maturing evaluation of postmodernism in Christian circles that neither lionizes nor demonizes. Engaging in conversation
rather than caricature, the author takes his interlocutors.

8: Book Review: Solomon Among Postmoderns | The Domain for Truth
Solomon's words from a famous passage of Ecclesiastes have been translated, "Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." But in
Solomon among the Postmoderns, author Peter Leithart says those words are better translated "Vapor of vapors, all is
vapor," emphasizing that human life is fleeting.

9: Leithart on Solomon and Postmodernism â€“ Karl J Franklin
This work is a wonderful conscious observation of modernism and postmodernism beyond pop Christian critique of
postmodernism of Postmodernism's epistemological project. Readers will enjoy the wordsmith of the author Peter
Leithart, as he paints an illustr ative picture of Modernism and.
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