SOUTH CAROLINA VOTES FOR INDEPENDENCE pdf
1: South Carolina's Ratification - The U.S. Constitution Online - www.enganchecubano.com
Thus, Congress agreed to delay the vote on Lees Resolution until July 1. In the intervening period, Congress appointed
a committee to draft a formal declaration of independence.

Since that time, these encroachments have continued to increase, and further forbearance ceases to be a virtue.
And now the State of South Carolina having resumed her separate and equal place among nations, deems it
due to herself, to the remaining United States of America, and to the nations of the world, that she should
declare the immediate causes which have led to this act. In the year , that portion of the British Empire
embracing Great Britain, undertook to make laws for the government of that portion composed of the thirteen
American Colonies. For purposes of defense, they united their arms and their counsels; and, in , they entered
into a League known as the Articles of Confederation, whereby they agreed to entrust the administration of
their external relations to a common agent, known as the Congress of the United States, expressly declaring, in
the first Article "that each State retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and every power,
jurisdiction and right which is not, by this Confederation, expressly delegated to the United States in Congress
assembled. In , Deputies were appointed by the States to revise the Articles of Confederation, and on 17th
September, , these Deputies recommended for the adoption of the States, the Articles of Union, known as the
Constitution of the United States. The parties to whom this Constitution was submitted, were the several
sovereign States; they were to agree or disagree, and when nine of them agreed the compact was to take effect
among those concurring; and the General Government, as the common agent, was then invested with their
authority. If only nine of the thirteen States had concurred, the other four would have remained as they then
were - separate, sovereign States, independent of any of the provisions of the Constitution. In fact, two of the
States did not accede to the Constitution until long after it had gone into operation among the other eleven;
and during that interval, they each exercised the functions of an independent nation. By this Constitution,
certain duties were imposed upon the several States, and the exercise of certain of their powers was restrained,
which necessarily implied their continued existence as sovereign States. But to remove all doubt, an
amendment was added, which declared that the powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States, respectively, or to the people. On the 23d May, ,
South Carolina, by a Convention of her People, passed an Ordinance assenting to this Constitution, and
afterwards altered her own Constitution, to conform herself to the obligations she had undertaken. Thus was
established, by compact between the States, a Government with definite objects and powers, limited to the
express words of the grant. This limitation left the whole remaining mass of power subject to the clause
reserving it to the States or to the people, and rendered unnecessary any specification of reserved rights. We
hold that the Government thus established is subject to the two great principles asserted in the Declaration of
Independence; and we hold further, that the mode of its formation subjects it to a third fundamental principle,
namely: We maintain that in every compact between two or more parties, the obligation is mutual; that the
failure of one of the contracting parties to perform a material part of the agreement, entirely releases the
obligation of the other; and that where no arbiter is provided, each party is remitted to his own judgment to
determine the fact of failure, with all its consequences. In the present case, that fact is established with
certainty. We assert that fourteen of the States have deliberately refused, for years past, to fulfill their
constitutional obligations, and we refer to their own Statutes for the proof. The Constitution of the United
States, in its fourth Article, provides as follows: The greater number of the contracting parties held slaves, and
they had previously evinced their estimate of the value of such a stipulation by making it a condition in the
Ordinance for the government of the territory ceded by Virginia, which now composes the States north of the
Ohio River. The same article of the Constitution stipulates also for rendition by the several States of fugitives
from justice from the other States. The General Government, as the common agent, passed laws to carry into
effect these stipulations of the States. For many years these laws were executed. But an increasing hostility on
the part of the non-slaveholding States to the institution of slavery, has led to a disregard of their obligations,
and the laws of the General Government have ceased to effect the objects of the Constitution. In many of these
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States the fugitive is discharged from service or labor claimed, and in none of them has the State Government
complied with the stipulation made in the Constitution. The State of New Jersey, at an early day, passed a law
in conformity with her constitutional obligation; but the current of anti-slavery feeling has led her more
recently to enact laws which render inoperative the remedies provided by her own law and by the laws of
Congress. In the State of New York even the right of transit for a slave has been denied by her tribunals; and
the States of Ohio and Iowa have refused to surrender to justice fugitives charged with murder, and with
inciting servile insurrection in the State of Virginia. Thus the constituted compact has been deliberately broken
and disregarded by the non-slaveholding States, and the consequence follows that South Carolina is released
from her obligation. The ends for which the Constitution was framed are declared by itself to be "to form a
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity. The right of property in
slaves was recognized by giving to free persons distinct political rights, by giving them the right to represent,
and burthening them with direct taxes for three-fifths of their slaves; by authorizing the importation of slaves
for twenty years; and by stipulating for the rendition of fugitives from labor. We affirm that these ends for
which this Government was instituted have been defeated, and the Government itself has been made
destructive of them by the action of the non-slaveholding States. Those States have assume the right of
deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions; and have denied the rights of property established in
fifteen of the States and recognized by the Constitution; they have denounced as sinful the institution of
slavery; they have permitted open establishment among them of societies, whose avowed object is to disturb
the peace and to eloign the property of the citizens of other States. They have encouraged and assisted
thousands of our slaves to leave their homes; and those who remain, have been incited by emissaries, books
and pictures to servile insurrection. For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it
has now secured to its aid the power of the common Government. Observing the forms of the Constitution, a
sectional party has found within that Article establishing the Executive Department, the means of subverting
the Constitution itself. A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, and all the States north of that
line have united in the election of a man to the high office of President of the United States, whose opinions
and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with the administration of the common Government,
because he has declared that that "Government cannot endure permanently half slave, half free," and that the
public mind must rest in the belief that slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction. This sectional
combination for the submersion of the Constitution, has been aided in some of the States by elevating to
citizenship, persons who, by the supreme law of the land, are incapable of becoming citizens; and their votes
have been used to inaugurate a new policy, hostile to the South, and destructive of its beliefs and safety. On
the 4th day of March next, this party will take possession of the Government. It has announced that the South
shall be excluded from the common territory, that the judicial tribunals shall be made sectional, and that a war
must be waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout the United States. The guaranties of the
Constitution will then no longer exist; the equal rights of the States will be lost. The slaveholding States will
no longer have the power of self-government, or self-protection, and the Federal Government will have
become their enemy. Sectional interest and animosity will deepen the irritation, and all hope of remedy is
rendered vain, by the fact that public opinion at the North has invested a great political error with the sanction
of more erroneous religious belief. We, therefore, the People of South Carolina, by our delegates in
Convention assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, have
solemnly declared that the Union heretofore existing between this State and the other States of North America,
is dissolved, and that the State of South Carolina has resumed her position among the nations of the world, as
a separate and independent State; with full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish
commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent States may of right do.
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On this day in , Edward Rutledge, one of South Carolina's representatives to the Continental Congress in Philadelphia,
expresses his reluctance to declare independence from Britain in a.

His father was Sir Richard Butler, member of Parliament and a baronet. The couple was to have at least one
daughter. When the Revolution broke out, Butler took up the Whig cause. He was elected to the assembly in ,
and the next year he served as adjutant general in the South Carolina militia. While in the legislature through
most of the s, he took over leadership of the democratic upcountry faction in the state and refused to support
his own planter group. The War for Independence cost him much of his property, and his finances were so
precarious for a time that he was forced to travel to Amsterdam to seek a personal loan. In the assembly
appointed him to a commission charged with settling a state boundary dispute. The next year, Butler won
election to both the Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention. In the latter assembly, he was an
outspoken nationalist who attended practically every session and was a key spokesman for the
Madison-Wilson caucus. Butler also supported the interests of southern slaveholders. He served on the
Committee on Postponed Matters. On his return to South Carolina Butler defended the Constitution but did
not participate in the ratifying convention. Service in the U. Although nominally a Federalist, he often crossed
party lines. Out of the Senate and back in South Carolina from to , Butler was considered for but did not attain
the governorship. He sat briefly in the Senate again in to fill out an unexpired term, and he once again
demonstrated party independence. But, for the most part, his later career was spent as a wealthy planter. In his
last years, he moved to Philadelphia, apparently to be near a daughter who had married a local physician.
Butler died there in at the age of 77 and was buried in the yard of Christ Church. Charles Pinckney, was a rich
lawyer and planter, who on his death in was to bequeath Snee Farm, a country estate outside the city, to his
son Charles. The latter apparently received all his education in the city of his birth, and he started to practice
law there in About that time, well after the War for Independence had begun, young Pinckney enlisted in the
militia, though his father demonstrated ambivalence about the Revolution. He became a lieutenant, and served
at the siege of Savannah September-October When Charleston fell to the British the next year, the youth was
captured and remained a prisoner until June Pinckney had also begun a political career, serving in the
Continental Congress and and in the state legislature , , and A nationalist, he worked hard in Congress to
ensure that the United States would receive navigation rights to the Mississippi and to strengthen
congressional power. Although one of the youngest delegates, he later claimed to have been the most
influential one and contended he had submitted a draft that was the basis of the final Constitution. Most
historians have rejected this assertion. They do, however, recognize that he ranked among the leaders. He
attended full time, spoke often and effectively, and contributed immensely to the final draft and to the
resolution of problems that arose during the debates. He also worked for ratification in South Carolina That
same year, he married Mary Eleanor Laurens, daughter of a wealthy and politically powerful South Carolina
merchant; she was to bear at least three children. From to he held the governorship of South Carolina, and in
chaired the state constitutional convention. During this period, he became associated with the Federalist Party,
in which he and his cousin Charles Cotesworth Pinckney were leaders. In he became governor once again, and
in his Democratic-Republican supporters helped him win a seat in the U. The victorious Jefferson appointed
Pinckney as Minister to Spain , in which capacity he struggled valiantly but unsuccessfully to win cession of
the Floridas to the United States and facilitated Spanish acquiescence in the transfer of Louisiana from France
to the United States in Upon completion of his diplomatic mission, his ideas moving ever closer to
democracy, Pinckney headed back to Charleston and to leadership of the state Democratic-Republican Party.
He sat in the legislature in and then was again elected as governor In this position, he favored legislative
reapportionment, giving better representation to back-country districts, and advocated universal white
manhood suffrage. He served again in the legislature from to and then temporarily withdrew from politics. In
he won election to the U. House of Representatives, where he fought against the Missouri Compromise. He
died in , just 3 days after his 67th birthday. He was laid to rest in Charleston at St. National Portrait Gallery,
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Smithsonian Institution The eldest son of a politically prominent planter and a remarkable mother who
introduced and promoted indigo culture in South Carolina, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney was born in at
Charleston. Only 7 years later, he accompanied his father, who had been appointed colonial agent for South
Carolina, to England. As a result, the youth enjoyed a European education. Pinckney received tutoring in
London, attended several preparatory schools, and went on to Christ Church College, Oxford, where he heard
the lectures of the legal authority Sir William Blackstone and graduated in He then spent part of a year
touring Europe and studying chemistry, military science, and botany under leading authorities. Late in ,
Pinckney sailed home and the next year entered practice in South Carolina. His political career began in ,
when he was elected to the provincial assembly. In he acted as attorney general for several towns in the
colony. By he had identified with the patriot cause and that year sat in the provincial congress. Then, the next
year, he was elected to the local committee of safety and made chairman of a committee that drew up a plan
for the interim government of South Carolina. When hostilities broke out, Pinckney, who had been a royal
militia officer since , pursued a full-time military calling. He commanded a regiment in the campaign against
the British in the Floridas in and at the siege of Savannah. When Charleston fell in , he was taken prisoner and
held until The following year, he was discharged as a brevet brigadier general. After the war, Pinckney
resumed his legal practice and the management of estates in the Charleston area but found time to continue his
public service, which during the war had included tours in the lower house of the state legislature and and the
senate Pinckney was one of the leaders at the Constitutional Convention. Present at all the sessions, he
strongly advocated a powerful national government. His proposal that senators should serve without pay was
not adopted, but he exerted influence in such matters as the power of the Senate to ratify treaties and the
compromise that was reached concerning abolition of the international slave trade. After the convention, he
defended the Constitution in South Carolina. Under the new government, Pinckney became a devoted
Federalist. Between and he declined presidential offers to command the U. In , however, he accepted the post
of Minister to France, but the revolutionary regime there refused to receive him and he was forced to proceed
to the Netherlands. The next year, though, he returned to France when he was appointed to a special mission to
restore relations with that country. During the ensuing XYZ affair, refusing to pay a bribe suggested by a
French agent to facilitate negotiations, he was said to have replied "No! That year, he was appointed as a
major general in command of American forces in the South and served in that capacity until , when the threat
of war ended. That year, he represented the Federalists as Vice-Presidential candidate, and in and as the
Presidential nominee. But he met defeat on all three occasions. For the rest of his life, Pinckney engaged in
legal practice, served at times in the legislature, and engaged in philanthropic activities. He was a charter
member of the board of trustees of South Carolina College later the University of South Carolina , first
president of the Charleston Bible Society, and chief executive of the Charleston Library Society. He also
gained prominence in the Society of the Cincinnati, an organization of former officers of the War for
Independence. During the later period of his life, Pinckney enjoyed his Belmont estate and Charleston high
society. He was twice married; first to Sarah Middleton in and after her death to Mary Stead in Survived by
three daughters, he died in Charleston in at the age of He was interred there in the cemetery at St. John
Rutledge South Carolina Image: He received his early education from his father, an Irish immigrant and
physician, and from an Anglican minister and a tutor. But, almost at once, he sailed back to Charleston to
begin a fruitful legal career and to amass a fortune in plantations and slaves. Three years later, he married
Elizabeth Grimke, who eventually bore him 10 children, and moved into a townhouse, where he resided most
of the remainder of his life. In Rutledge became politically active. That year, on behalf of Christ Church
Parish, he was elected to the provincial assembly and held his seat until the War for Independence. For 10
months in he temporarily held the post of provincial attorney general. When the troubles with Great Britain
intensified about the time of the Stamp Act in , Rutledge, who hoped to ensure continued self-government for
the colonies, sought to avoid severance from the British and maintained a restrained stance. He did, however,
chair a committee of the Stamp Act Congress that drew up a petition to the House of Lords. In Rutledge was
sent to the First Continental Congress, where he pursued a moderate course. After spending the next year in
the Second Continental Congress, he returned to South Carolina and helped reorganize its government. In he
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served on the committee of safety and took part in the writing of the state constitution. That year, he also
became president of the lower house of the legislature, a post he held until During this period, the new
government met many stern tests. In the conservative Rutledge, disapproving of democratic revisions in the
state constitution, resigned his position. The next year, however, he was elected as governor. It was a difficult
time. The British were invading South Carolina, and the military situation was desperate. Early in , by which
time the legislature had adjourned, Charleston was besieged. He ultimately escaped to North Carolina and set
about attempting to rally forces to recover South Carolina. In , aided by Gen.
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He was the youngest of seven children 5 sons and 2 daughters born to Dr. John Rutledge and Sarah Hext. His
father was a physician and colonist of Scots-Irish descent; his mother was born in South Carolina and was of
English descent. In he was admitted to the English bar Middle Temple [1] , and returned to Charleston to
practice. The couple had three children; Maj. He became a leading citizen of Charleston , and owned more
than 50 slaves. He worked to have African Americans expelled from the Continental Army. He returned home
in November to take a seat in the General Assembly. He served as a captain of artillery in the South Carolina
militia , and fought at the Battle of Beaufort in They were released during a prisoner exchange in July Later
life and death[ edit ] The Edward Rutledge House in Charleston After his release he returned to the General
Assembly, where he served until He was known as an active legislator and an advocate for the confiscation of
Loyalist property. Governor Rutledge, while attending an important meeting in Columbia , had to be sent
home because of his gout. He died in Charleston before the end of his term. Please help improve this article by
adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. September Learn
how and when to remove this template message Rutledge is a prominent character in the musical play
However, unlike Dickinson, whose unwavering opposition to independence is partly motivated by financial
interests, Rutledge, acting as the voice for all three southern states, is willing to discuss the idea after many
demands are met. As part of his signature scene, he sings "Molasses to Rum," in which he bombastically
claims that the North is in no position to condemn slavery in the Declaration of Independence due to its large
role in and complicency with the triangular trade , reenacting a slave auction to the Congress as part of his
demonstration. Rutledge was portrayed by Clifford David in the original Broadway production, and John
Cullum in the film. According to Jefferson, the clause was opposed by South Carolina and Georgia, plus
unspecified "northern brethren"; [10] that is the limit of known information about opposition to the clause.
Rutledge was a delegate from South Carolina, but there is no evidence in the historical record that he played
any partâ€”much less that of leaderâ€”in the opposition to the clause. Greenwood Publishing, , page A
Political History by Francis D. Signing Their Lives Away: University of Georgia Press, , p. University of
Georgia Press, , pp. Invariably, each capsule biography of Rutledge points out that nothing is known of what
he said or did during the Continental Congress, because the Congress was conducted in closed session and its
members had made a pact of secrecy. Lincoln , p. Marshall , p.
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This document, which the Second Continental Congress adopted on 4 July , proclaimed the original thirteen
American colonies independent of Great Britain and provided an explanation and justification of that step.
Although it was first drafted as a revolutionary manifesto, Americans of later generations came to honor the
Declaration less for its association with independence than for its assertion that "all men are created equal" and
"are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights," among which are "life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness," individual rights that went unmentioned in the federal Constitution and Bill of Rights. The
Development of Independence The original thirteen British colonies of mainland North America moved
toward independence slowly and reluctantly. The colonists were proud of being British and had no desire to be
separated from a mother country with which they were united, as John Dickinson put it in his popular
newspaper "letters" from "a Farmer in Pennsylvania" â€” , "by religion, liberty, laws, affections, relation,
language and commerce. In July of that year, the Second Continental Congress sent the King a petition for
redress and reconciliation, which Dickinson drafted in conspicuously respectful language. The king did not
formally answer to the petition. Instead, in a proclamation of August 23, , he asserted that the colonists were
engaged in an "open and avowed rebellion. American freedom would never be secure under British rule, Paine
argued, because the British government included two grave "constitutional errors," monarchy and hereditary
rule. Americans could secure their future and that of their children only by declaring their independence and
founding a new government whose authority rested on the people alone, with no king or other hereditary
rulers. The pamphlet opened a widespread public debate on the previously taboo subject of independence.
Finally, on 10 and 15 May , Congress passed a resolution written by John Adams with a radical preface that
called for the total suppression of "every kind of authority under the â€¦ crown" and the establishment of new
state governments "under the authority of the people. As a result, on 7 June , Richard Henry Lee introduced
the following resolution: According to notes kept by Thomas Jefferson , most delegates conceded that
independence was justified and inevitable, but some argued for delay. The colonies should negotiate
agreements with potential European allies before declaring independence, they said. Moreover, the delegates
of several colonies, including Maryland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey , and New York , were bound
by instructions that precluded their voting for independence. Since opinion in those colonies was said to be
"fast advancing," even a short delay might avoid a seriously divided vote. The delegates therefore put off the
decision until July, but on 11 June appointed a committee to draft a declaration on independence. It had five
members: Drafting the Declaration The drafting committee left no formal records of its proceedings, and the
private notes that Jefferson kept devote only a few sentences to the subject. Before appointing a draftsman, it
seems likely that the committee met, discussed how the document should be organized, and perhaps wrote
"minutes" or instructions, as Adams said. Probably, as Jefferson claimed, he alone was asked to write the
document. He clearly modeled its opening paragraph on the British Declaration of Rights February , which
charged King James II with attempting to "subvert and extirpate" both the Protestant religion and the "Laws
and Liberties of this Kingdom. However, rather than start with a "Whereas" clause, as had both his Virginia
preamble and its British predecessor, Jefferson proposed a magnificent opening paragraph beginning "When in
the course of human events. Its language, however, owed much to an early version of the Virginia Declaration
of Rights written by George chMason. Jefferson took phrases from the Mason draft, compressed them, then
added language of his own to construct a single long sentence, based on a standard eighteenth-century
rhetorical device that prescribed a series of phrases whose meaning became clear only at the end. The Mason
draft said, for example, "all men are born equally free and independent. A long list of examples, or charges
against the king, followed. They began not with "by" but with the more emphatic words "he has. The Jefferson
draft also charged the king with responsibility for the slave trade. A king "whose character is thus marked by
every act which may define a tyrant," the draft said, "is unfit to be the ruler of a people who mean to be free.
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Then, in its final paragraph, the draft declared "these colonies to be free and independent states" with all the
rights of such states. He also used that copyâ€”the "original Rough draught," as he called it, which is now at
the Library of Congress â€”to record all subsequent editorial changes. Jefferson submitted the draft to John
Adams, who made a complete copy of the document as it stood when he saw it, and also to Benjamin Franklin
, who was recovering from a severe attack of gout. They suggested some changes, and Jefferson initiated
others. Then, he told James Madison in , he submitted the revised document to the committee, which sent it
"unaltered" to Congress. However, a note he sent to Franklin with an already revised draft in June tells a
different tale. Would Franklin please "peruse it and suggest such alterations as his more enlarged view of the
subject will dictate? The paper having been returned to me to change a particular sentiment or two, I propose
laying it again before the committee tomorrow morning. Independence On 28 June , the committee submitted
its draft to Congress, which promptly tabled it for later consideration. Meanwhile, towns, counties, grand
juries, and some private groups publicly declared and explained their support for independence. Gradually one
state after another fell into line, revising their Congressional instructions and sometimes also issuing state
declarations of independence either as separate documents Maryland, 6 July or as opening sections of their
new constitutions Virginia, 29 June, and New Jersey , 2 July. They also explain independence as a step the
Americans accepted only to save themselves from destruction. Americans needed to bid Britain "the last
adieu," as Buckingham County, Virginia, put it, before any foreign nations would, "for their own interest, lend
an assisting hand â€¦ and enable us to discharge the great burdens of the war. However, a delegate from South
Carolina asked that the final vote be delayed until the next day. Then, with the timely absence of a few
Pennsylvania delegates, the arrival of another Delaware delegate, Caesar Rodney, and a shift in the South
Carolina vote, Congress approved the Lee resolution with twelve in favor, none opposed, and the New
Yorkers still watching from the sidelines. They made only a handful of changes to its lyrical opening
paragraphs, which Jefferson had already worked over carefully; but they eliminated entirely the long
paragraph that placed blame for the slave trade entirely on the king and, curiously, called him a tyrant for
offering freedom to slaves who abandoned their masters and joined his army. Several other changes similarly
cut back or eliminated overstatements or inaccuracies in the draft. For example, where Jefferson charged the
King with "unremitting" injuries, as if he never slept, Congress substituted the word "repeated. Finally, on 4
July, Congress approved the revised text, then ordered that it be printed and authenticated under the
supervision of the drafting committee and distributed to the states and continental army commanders so it
could be "proclaimed in each of the United States , and at the head of the army. On 9 July, New York added its
consent to that of the other thirteen states. However, it was not until January â€”after Americans victories at
Trenton and Princeton, New Jersey, had ended the long disastrous military campaign of â€”that Congress sent
authenticated copies of the signed Declaration to the states. From Announcement to Icon The letters from
Hancock that accompanied the Dunlap broadside called on the states to proclaim the Declaration "in such a
Manner, that the People may be universally informed of it. In New York, General Washington had the
Declaration read "with an audible voice" before several brigades of the Continental Army, "formed in hollow
squares" often with the British in view on nearby Staten Island. Otherwise, the document was all but forgotten
until the s, when it emerged from obscurity not as a revolutionary manifestoâ€”by then Independence was old
newsâ€”but a statement affirming human equality and the existence of "unalienable rights. But as its fiftieth
anniversary approached after the War of , the Declaration became a national icon, though one soon embroiled
in controversy. As antislavery advocates enlisted the Declaration in their cause, Southern defenders of slavery
and their northern allies vociferously denied that "all men" are "created equal" and have "unalienable rights.
On the opposite side stood a set of men, shaped in the patriotic culture of the s, who later found a home in the
Republican Party and whose most eloquent spokesman was Abraham Lincoln. The equality in the Declaration,
they said, never implied that men were equal in intellect or strength or appearance. As a testament to personal
rights, however, the Declaration was, and was always meant to be, a document of continuing significance. It
set up, Lincoln said, "a standard maxim for free society" that was to be enforced "as fast as circumstances
should permit," gradually extending its influence and "augmenting the happiness and value of life to all people
of all colors everywhere" Springfield, 26 June They remember only those opening phrases of its second
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paragraph that speak of equality and of unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Even
the engraving on the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, D. Not only the members of the drafting committee
and other delegates to the Second Continental Congress edited the Declaration of Independence, but also
generations of later Americans. They gave it a function with which Jefferson would not perhaps have
disagreed, but that remains nonetheless different from that of the document as he understood it. The
Declaration of Independence: The Evolution of the Text. International Center for Jefferson Studies at
Monticello, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson. Princeton University Press, Da Capo Press, Maier, Pauline,
American Scripture: Making the Declaration of Independence. Cite this article Pick a style below, and copy
the text for your bibliography.
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The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the
several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most
numerous Branch of the State Legislature. Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the
several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of
Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. When vacancies happen in the
Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such
Vacancies. The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole
Power of Impeachment. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State,
chosen by the Legislature thereof, 3 for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. Immediately after
they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into
three Classes. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been
nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for
which he shall be chosen. The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore , in the
Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States. The
Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath
or Affirmation. Judgment in Cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: The Times,
Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by
the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to
the Places of chusing Senators. T he Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting
shall be on the first Monday in December, 5 unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day. Each House
shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each
shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be
authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each
House may provide. Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other,
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. The
Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and
paid out of the Treasury of the United States. No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which
he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have
been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person holding
any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office. All
Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or
concur with Amendments as on other Bills. Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives
and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he approve
he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated,
who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. But in all such Cases the
Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and
against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by
the President within ten Days Sundays excepted after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a
Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in
which Case it shall not be a Law. To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 3: To regulate
Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes; 4: To establish an
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uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United
States; 5: To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;
7: To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 8: To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by
securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and
Discoveries; 9: To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; To provide and maintain a Navy; To
make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; To provide for calling forth the
Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; To provide for
organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in
the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the
Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; To exercise exclusive
Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District not exceeding ten Miles square as may, by Cession of
particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States,
and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which
the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines , Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful
Buildings;â€”And To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or
in any Department or Officer thereof. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now
existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand
eight hundred and eight , but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for
each Person. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. No Capitation , or other direct, Tax
shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. No Tax or
Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of
Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: No Money shall be drawn from the
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriation s made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the
Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time. No Title of Nobility shall
be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall,
without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument , Office, or Title, of any kind
whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State. No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any
Duty of Tonnage , keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with
another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger
as will not admit of delay. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows 2: Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the
Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: The Electors shall meet in their respective
States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State
with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each;
which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States,
directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person having
the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of
Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of
Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if
no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the
President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State
having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the
States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. But if there should remain two or more
who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President. The Congress may
determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall
be the same throughout the United States. In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his
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Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, 9 the Same shall
devolve on the VicePresident, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death,
Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as
President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be
elected. The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be
encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive
within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them. Before he enter on the
Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: The President shall be Commander in
Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the
actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of
the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall
have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of
Impeachment. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties,
provided two thirds of the Senators present concur ; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme
Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for,
and which shall be established by Law: The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next
Session. Section 3 He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and
recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on
extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them,
with Respect to the Time of Adjournment , he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he
shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed,
and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior
Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour , and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a
Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. The judicial Power shall
extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;â€”to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other
public Ministers and Consuls;â€”to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction ;â€”to Controversies to
which the United States shall be a Party;â€”to Controversies between two or more States;â€”between a State
and Citizens of another State; 10 â€”between Citizens of different States, â€”between Citizens of the same
State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign
States, Citizens or Subjects. In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those
in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before
mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction , both as to Law and Fact, with such
Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make. The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases
of Impeachment , shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have
been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the
Congress may by Law have directed. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War
against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of
Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.
And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings
shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. A Person charged in any State with Treason , Felony, or other Crime,
who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the
State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. No
Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in
Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be
delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due. New States may be admitted
by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any
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other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the
Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress. The Congress shall have Power
to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging
to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the
United States, or of any particular State. Section 4 The United States shall guarantee to every State in this
Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application
of the Legislature, or of the Executive when the Legislature cannot be convened against domestic Violence.
All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid
against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. This Constitution, and the Laws
of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made,
under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State
shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.
The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and
all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath
or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to
any Office or public Trust under the United States. The Word "the", being interlined between the seventh and
eight Lines of the first Page, The Word "Thirty" being partly written on an Erazure in the fifteenth Line of the
first Page.
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6: Berkeley County, SC Ballot
On 2 July the South Carolina delegates voted for the resolution and the arrival of a third member from Delaware broke
the deadlock in their votes. John Dickinson and Robert Morris of Pennsylvania did not attend the meeting of Congress
and the other delegate from that colony switched his vote, allowing Pennsylvania to register a vote for the motion.

Since that time, these encroachments have continued to increase, and further forbearance ceases to be a virtue.
And now the State of South Carolina having resumed her separate and equal place among nations, deems it
due to herself, to the remaining United States of America, and to the nations of the world, that she should
declare the immediate causes which have led to this act. In the year , that portion of the British Empire
embracing Great Britain, undertook to make laws for the government of that portion composed of the thirteen
American Colonies. For purposes of defense, they united their arms and their counsels; and, in , they entered
into a League known as the Articles of Confederation , whereby they agreed to entrust the administration of
their external relations to a common agent, known as the Congress of the United States, expressly declaring, in
the first Article "that each State retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and every power,
jurisdiction and right which is not, by this Confederation, expressly delegated to the United States in Congress
assembled. In , Deputies were appointed by the States to revise the Articles of Confederation , and on 17th
September, , these Deputies recommended for the adoption of the States, the Articles of Union, known as the
Constitution of the United States. The parties to whom this Constitution was submitted, were the several
sovereign States; they were to agree or disagree, and when nine of them agreed the compact was to take effect
among those concurring; and the General Government, as the common agent, was then invested with their
authority. If only nine of the thirteen States had concurred, the other four would have remained as they then
were-- separate, sovereign States, independent of any of the provisions of the Constitution. In fact, two of the
States did not accede to the Constitution until long after it had gone into operation among the other eleven;
and during that interval, they each exercised the functions of an independent nation. By this Constitution ,
certain duties were imposed upon the several States, and the exercise of certain of their powers was restrained,
which necessarily implied their continued existence as sovereign States. But to remove all doubt, an
amendment was added, which declared that the powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States, respectively, or to the people. On the 23d May , ,
South Carolina, by a Convention of her People, passed an Ordinance assenting to this Constitution, and
afterwards altered her own Constitution, to conform herself to the obligations she had undertaken. Thus was
established, by compact between the States, a Government with definite objects and powers, limited to the
express words of the grant. This limitation left the whole remaining mass of power subject to the clause
reserving it to the States or to the people, and rendered unnecessary any specification of reserved rights. We
hold that the Government thus established is subject to the two great principles asserted in the Declaration of
Independence ; and we hold further, that the mode of its formation subjects it to a third fundamental principle,
namely: We maintain that in every compact between two or more parties, the obligation is mutual; that the
failure of one of the contracting parties to perform a material part of the agreement, entirely releases the
obligation of the other; and that where no arbiter is provided, each party is remitted to his own judgment to
determine the fact of failure, with all its consequences. In the present case, that fact is established with
certainty. We assert that fourteen of the States have deliberately refused, for years past, to fulfill their
constitutional obligations, and we refer to their own Statutes for the proof. The Constitution of the United
States, in its fourth Article , provides as follows: The greater number of the contracting parties held slaves, and
they had previously evinced their estimate of the value of such a stipulation by making it a condition in the
Ordinance for the government of the territory ceded by Virginia, which now composes the States north of the
Ohio River. The same article of the Constitution stipulates also for rendition by the several States of fugitives
from justice from the other States. The General Government, as the common agent, passed laws to carry into
effect these stipulations of the States. For many years these laws were executed. But an increasing hostility on
the part of the non-slaveholding States to the institution of slavery, has led to a disregard of their obligations,
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and the laws of the General Government have ceased to effect the objects of the Constitution. In many of these
States the fugitive is discharged from service or labor claimed, and in none of them has the State Government
complied with the stipulation made in the Constitution. The State of New Jersey, at an early day, passed a law
in conformity with her constitutional obligation; but the current of anti-slavery feeling has led her more
recently to enact laws which render inoperative the remedies provided by her own law and by the laws of
Congress. In the State of New York even the right of transit for a slave has been denied by her tribunals; and
the States of Ohio and Iowa have refused to surrender to justice fugitives charged with murder, and with
inciting servile insurrection in the State of Virginia. Thus the constituted compact has been deliberately broken
and disregarded by the non-slaveholding States, and the consequence follows that South Carolina is released
from her obligation. The ends for which the Constitution was framed are declared by itself to be "to form a
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity. The right of property in
slaves was recognized by giving to free persons distinct political rights, by giving them the right to represent,
and burthening them with direct taxes for three-fifths of their slaves; by authorizing the importation of slaves
for twenty years; and by stipulating for the rendition of fugitives from labor. We affirm that these ends for
which this Government was instituted have been defeated, and the Government itself has been made
destructive of them by the action of the non-slaveholding States. Those States have assume the right of
deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions; and have denied the rights of property established in
fifteen of the States and recognized by the Constitution ; they have denounced as sinful the institution of
slavery; they have permitted open establishment among them of societies, whose avowed object is to disturb
the peace and to eloign the property of the citizens of other States. They have encouraged and assisted
thousands of our slaves to leave their homes; and those who remain, have been incited by emissaries, books
and pictures to servile insurrection. For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it
has now secured to its aid the power of the common Government. Observing the forms of the Constitution , a
sectional party has found within that Article establishing the Executive Department, the means of subverting
the Constitution itself. A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, and all the States north of that
line have united in the election of a man to the high office of President of the United States, whose opinions
and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with the administration of the common Government,
because he has declared that that "Government cannot endure permanently half slave, half free," and that the
public mind must rest in the belief that slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction. This sectional
combination for the submersion of the Constitution , has been aided in some of the States by elevating to
citizenship, persons who, by the supreme law of the land, are incapable of becoming citizens; and their votes
have been used to inaugurate a new policy, hostile to the South, and destructive of its beliefs and safety. On
the 4th day of March next, this party will take possession of the Government. It has announced that the South
shall be excluded from the common territory, that the judicial tribunals shall be made sectional, and that a war
must be waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout the United States. The guaranties of the
Constitution will then no longer exist; the equal rights of the States will be lost. The slaveholding States will
no longer have the power of self-government, or self-protection, and the Federal Government will have
become their enemy. Sectional interest and animosity will deepen the irritation, and all hope of remedy is
rendered vain, by the fact that public opinion at the North has invested a great political error with the sanction
of more erroneous religious belief. We, therefore, the People of South Carolina, by our delegates in
Convention assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, have
solemnly declared that the Union heretofore existing between this State and the other States of North America,
is dissolved, and that the State of South Carolina has resumed her position among the nations of the world, as
a separate and independent State; with full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish
commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent States may of right do. Adopted December
24,
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7: Kurdish Independence Vote - Explosive | South Carolina Liberty
After Parliament began taxing the North American colonies to raise revenue to make up the costs of the French and
Indian War and Pontiac's Rebellion, to protest the Stamp Act, South Carolina sent wealthy rice planter Thomas Lynch,
year-old lawyer John Rutledge, and Christopher Gadsden to the Stamp Act Congress.

Originally published on September 30, To see more, visit http: Separatists are holding a vote on independence
on Sunday. It is a vote that the Spanish government has promised to stop. Madrid has sent thousands of police
to Catalonia from all over Spain. Reporter Lauren Frayer joins us now from the Catalan capital of Barcelona. I
mean separatist campaigners are setting up a huge stage for an all-night concert and political rally. Farmers
have driven their tractors into the city to join in. They showed off ballot boxes to the media today. Thousands
of extra police are here. All over the country, there were these goodbye parades for local police shipping off to
Catalonia. And so emotions are running high across the country. Lots of Spaniards are really upset about the
possibility of Catalonia breaking away. The Spanish government has arrested separatist leaders, and police
have already confiscated ballots. Is that affecting how people are going to vote? The most recent polls a few
weeks ago showed about a split for and against independence, though a vast majority want the right to vote on
the issue. But all of these arrest raids that you mentioned may be galvanizing undecided voters. His name is
Oscar Lopez. So it sounds like kind of a standoff between Barcelona and Madrid. Well, police have been
ordered to surround the public schools and empty them completely by 6 a. These are more than 2, public
schools that are being used as polling stations. Those are Catalan teachers at a pro-independence rally. And
you can hear them shaking sets of keys in the air. So if the yes votes win, if this region votes for
independence, what happens then? Well, anti-independence parties are calling on their supporters to stay
home. So we could have a situation where only a third of Catalans or even less than that vote. And yet the
regional government declares independence based on that. It may fall on deaf ears. No country in the world
has said it would recognize an independent Catalonia. Lauren Frayer in Barcelona, thanks a lot.
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8: South Carolina in the American Revolution - Wikipedia
Here's what election officials in South Carolina are doing to protect the votes of residents or the state's election systems
from being hacked during November's election.

Unfortunately, the cost of making this material freely available is increasing, so if you have found the site
useful and would like to contribute towards its continuation, I would greatly appreciate it. Click the button to
go to Paypal and make a donation. The American Declaration of Independence: However, from February the
revolutionary leaders in Congress were increasingly aggressive. On 12 April the North Carolina convention
authorised its delegates at the second Continental Congress to join with others in declaring independence and
forming foreign alliances. On 4 May, Rhode Island declared its independence from Britain. On 15 May,
Virginia instructed its delegates at the congress to move for independence, foreign alliances and the formation
of a confederation. Resolved, that these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent
states, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown and that all political connection between
then and the state of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved. The motion was debated for two days
but a final vote was delayed for three weeks because of the instructions against independence from colonies
such as Pennsylvania. At the same time a committee chaired by John Dickinson Pennsylvania comprising one
man from each colony was appointed to draft articles of confederation. Nine colonies voted for the resolution;
Pennsylvania and South Carolina voted against it. The New York delegates did not vote because of their
instructions and the two delegates from Delaware were divided. At the request of South Carolina, the final
decision was delayed until the following day. On 2 July the South Carolina delegates voted for the resolution
and the arrival of a third member from Delaware broke the deadlock in their votes. John Dickinson and Robert
Morris of Pennsylvania did not attend the meeting of Congress and the other delegate from that colony
switched his vote, allowing Pennsylvania to register a vote for the motion. Only the New York delegation
refused to vote because it was still bound by its instructions. Eventually, on 4 July, all the colonies voted in
favour of the resolution and America declared its independence from Britain. These materials may be freely
used for non-commercial purposes in accordance with applicable statutory allowances and distribution to
students. Re-publication in any form is subject to written permission. Last modified 12 January,
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9: why did south carolina change their vote for independence? | Yahoo Answers
COLUMBIA, S.C. (October 2, ) - South Carolina citizens now have more time to register to vote ahead of the General
Election after the court today ordered the voter registration deadline extended to October

She accomplished this in the s with no typewriter and before the age of computers. With the help of a
telephone and a great deal of letter writing, and then documenting everything, she produced a remarkable book
that traced her forbears and those of her husband. My grandfather was directly descended from Thomas
Heyward, Jr. He was collaterally descended from Arthur Middleton and Edward Rutledge. He was the
youngest son of Dr. John Rutledge, who emigrated from Ireland to South Carolina about the year A diligent
Rutledge family historian on the internet has ascertained that Edward was the grandson of Thomas Rutledge
who lived in Callan, County Kilkenny, Ireland, about 65 miles southwest of Dublin. Not a lot is known about
the early years of Edward Rutledge, but we do know that he was placed under the tutelage of David Smith
who instructed him in the learned languages. He was not a brilliant student, but his skill as an orator later in
his life perhaps is due in part to this early experience. After this education Edward read law with his elder
brother John, who was already a distinguished member of the Charleston bar. When he was twenty years of
age, Edward Rutledge sailed for England and became a student of law at the Temple. He had the experience
there of listening to some of the most distinguished orators of the day, in court and in parliament, a precursor
to his later ability. Rutledge returned to Charleston in to practice law. He quickly gained recognition as a
patriot when he successfully defended a printer, Thomas Powell, who had been imprisoned by the Crown for
printing an article critical of the Loyalist upper house of the colonial legislature. Despite his youth he was only
24 at the time he earned a reputation for his quickness of apprehension, fluency of speech and graceful
delivery. Soon after he established his law practice Edward married Henrietta Middleton, the sister of Arthur
Middleton who would also sign the Declaration of Independence. The couple had a son and a daughter, and a
third child who died as an infant. After the death of his first wife in , Rutledge married Mary Shubrick
Eveleigh, a young widow. Rutledge enjoyed a happy home life and public success in the succeeding years. In
both bodies his increasing self-confidence and maturation of judgment brought him the esteem of the
delegates. In Rutledge seemed favorably disposed to the idea of independence. Edward Rutledge appeared to
me to be of the same mind. The sensible part of the house Opposed the motionâ€¦They saw no wisdom in a
Declaration of Independence, nor any other purpose to be answered by itâ€¦No reason could be assigned for
pressing into this measure, but the reason of every Madman, a shew of our Spiritâ€¦The whole Argument was
sustained on one side by R. Rutledge then asked for a one day postponement of the vote and met with his
South Carolina colleagues that night. Rutledge signed the Declaration in August, at age 26 the youngest signer
of the Declaration of Independence. Later in his career, during his tenure in the South Carolina House of
Representatives, he opposed the opening of the African slave trade. This provides a remarkable insight into his
sense of belief in the dignity of all human beings, as his fortune had been built on the backs of slaves working
on his rice plantations. Again, Rutledge shared his reservations about the Articles with John Jay. The Idea of
destroying all Provincial Distinctionsâ€¦ â€¦isâ€¦to say that these Colonies must be subject to the Government
of the Eastern Provincesâ€¦I am resolved to vest the Congress with no more Power than what is absolutely
necessary. The Articles were not completed and signed until November 15, , and were not ratified by the last
state until The meeting was pleasant but nothing was accomplished. After the meeting Rutledge wrote to his
close friend General Washington, whom he greatly admired, to tell him about the meeting. He declared that he
had no Powers to consider us an Independent States, and we easily discovered that were we still Dependent we
should have nothing to expect from those with which he is vested. That you may be as successful as I know
you are worthy is my most sincere wishâ€¦God bless you my dear Sir. Your most affectionate Friend, E. He
was appointed a lieutenant colonel in the Charleston Battalion of Artillery, and served under General William
Moultrie in the victory over the British forces under Major Gardiner, driving them from Port Royal Island. A
year later he was taken prisoner during the British siege of Charleston on May 12, , along with Thomas
Heyward and Arthur Middleton. Rutledge was held in a prison off the coast of St. Augustine for eleven
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months, and was exchanged in July, He began a long mile journey to return home. Edward Rutledge held a
variety of distinguished public offices until He served in the South Carolina legislature from to , and voted in
favor of ratification of the U. Constitution in the South Carolina Constitutional Convention in During his time
in the legislature drew up the act which abolished primogeniture, worked to give equitable distribution of the
real estate of intestates, as well as voting against opening the African slave trade, as mentioned earlier. During
this period the wealth of the Rutledge family increased substantiallyâ€”his law practice flourished, and in
partnership with his brother-in-law, Charles C. Pinckney, he invested in plantations. Supreme Court in , but
ran for office and was elected Governor of South Carolina in December, John was an early delegate to the
Continental Congress, President of South Carolina from to , Governor of South Carolina in , a member of the
Constitutional Convention in , a signer of the U. Constitution, a Justice of the U. Supreme Court from to and
was appointed Chief Justice of the U. In his person Rutledge was above the middle size and of a florid but fair
complexion. His countenance expressed great animation, and he was universally admired for his intelligent
and benevolent aspect. It was said that the eloquence of Patrick Henry was as a mountain torrent, while that of
Edward Rutledge was like a smooth stream gliding along the plainâ€”that the former hurried you forward with
a resistless impetuosity, while the latter conducted you with fascinations, that made every progressive step
appear enchanting. Edward Rutledge died in Charleston on January 23, while he was still Governor and was
buried in St. His loss was mourned by the people of Charleston and South Carolina, and impressive military
and funeral honors were paid to him on the occasion of his death. In an historical marker was installed at the
entrance to St. In the National Park Service designated St. The stately home of Edward Rutledge still stands in
the historic district of Charleston. After the Civil War the house was acquired by Captain Wagener, a wealthy
merchant, who helped renovate the mansion during Reconstruction. During the s the house fell into some
disrepair and was purchased by the Catholic Diocese of Charleston. Department of the Interior. In the Rotunda
at the National Archives nearby, Rutledge appears in the mural painting by Barry Faulkner, in the second row,
second from the left. Capitol, Rutledge is shown on the right in a group of three standing delegates, the figure
standing on the extreme right.
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