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East German forces, except for a small number of specialists, did not participate in the invasion because they
were ordered from Moscow not to cross the Czechoslovak border just hours before the invasion. The foreign
policy of the Soviet Union during this era was known as the Brezhnev Doctrine. In the early s, Czechoslovakia
underwent an economic downturn. The Soviet model of industrialization applied poorly to Czechoslovakia.
Czechoslovakia was already quite industrialized before World War II and the Soviet model mainly took into
account less developed economies. A few months later, at a party meeting, it was decided that administrative
actions against the writers who openly expressed support of reformation would be taken. Since only a small
part of the union held these beliefs, the remaining members were relied upon to discipline their colleagues.
The freedoms granted included a loosening of restrictions on the media , speech and travel. The reforms,
especially the decentralization of administrative authority, were not received well by the Soviets, who, after
failed negotiations, sent half a million Warsaw Pact troops and tanks to occupy the country. A large wave of
emigration swept the nation. While the Soviet military had predicted that it would take four days to subdue the
country the resistance held out for eight months, and was only circumvented by diplomatic stratagems. There
were sporadic acts of violence and several suicides by self-immolation such as that of Jan Palach , but there
was no military resistance. Czechoslovakia remained controlled until , when the velvet revolution ended
pro-Soviet rule peacefully, undoubtedly drawing upon the successes of the non-violent resistance twenty years
earlier. The resistance also became an iconic example of civilian-based defense , which, along with unarmed
civilian peacekeeping constitute the two ways that nonviolence can be and occasionally has been applied
directly to military or paramilitary threats. After the invasion, Czechoslovakia entered a period of
normalization: Other fears included the spread of liberalization and unrest elsewhere in Eastern Europe. The
Warsaw Pact countries feared that if the Prague Spring reforms went unchecked, then those ideals might very
well spread to Poland and East Germany , upsetting the status quo there as well. Within the Soviet Union,
nationalism in the republics of Estonia , Latvia , Lithuania , and Ukraine was already causing problems, and
many were worried that events in Prague might exacerbate those problems. Walter Ulbricht, in turn, insisted
upon the necessity to enact military action in Czechoslovakia while Brezhnev was still doubting. The
deliberation that took place in Warsaw meeting, resulted in majority-consensus rather than on unanimity. In
addition, part of Czechoslovakia bordered Austria and West Germany , which were on the other side of the
Iron Curtain. This meant both that foreign agents could potentially slip into Czechoslovakia and into any
member of the Communist Bloc and that defectors could slip out to the West. Early signs of change were few.
The programme was based on the view that "Socialism cannot mean only liberation of the working people
from the domination of exploiting class relations, but must make more provisions for a fuller life of the
personality than any bourgeois democracy. Reform was needed, for the Czechoslovak economy to join the
"scientific-technical revolution in the world"[34] rather than relying on Stalinist-era heavy industry , labour
power, and raw materials. The Programme suggested it was now necessary to ensure important positions were
"filled by capable, educated socialist expert cadres" in order to compete with capitalism. The congress would
incorporate the Action Programme into the party statutes, draft a federalization law, and elect a new Central
Committee. Within the party, there were varying opinions on how this should proceed; certain economists
wished for a more mixed economy while others wanted the economy to remain mostly socialist. March was
one of the most important steps towards the reforms. It was for the first time in Czech history the censorship
was abolished and it was probably the only reform fully implemented, albeit only for a short period. This was
also helped by the Journalists Union, which by March had already convinced the Central Publication Board,
the government censor, to allow editors to receive uncensored subscriptions for foreign papers, allowing for a
more international dialogue around the news. A Prague resident tries to talk with a Soviet soldier. Brezhnev
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decided on compromise. While the Soviet Union was worried that it might lose an ally, the United States had
absolutely no desire to gain it. Johnson had already involved the United States in the Vietnam War and was
unlikely to be able to drum up support for a potential conflict in Czechoslovakia. He needed a willing partner
in Moscow in order to reach such an agreement, and he did not wish to potentially risk that treaty for
Czechoslovakia. Invasion and intervention Soviet soldier with a tank shell â€” possibly having brought it out
of a burning tank. Czechoslovaks carry their national flag past a burning Soviet tank in Prague. That night, ,
Warsaw Pact troops and 2, tanks entered the country. The invading armies were under the direct control of the
Soviet High Command at all times. All invading Hungarian troops were withdrawn by 31 October. It began
with a special flight from Moscow which carried more than plain clothes agents. They quickly secured the
airport and prepared the way for the huge forthcoming airlift, in which An transport aircraft began arriving and
unloading Soviet airborne troops equipped with artillery and light tanks. Soviet tanks with invasion stripes in
Czechoslovakia, Two members of a Polish armored unit in Czechoslovakia, As the operation at the airport
continued, columns of tanks and motorized rifle troops headed toward Prague and other major centers,
meeting no resistance. During the attack of the Warsaw Pact armies, Czechs and Slovaks were killed [13] and
hundreds were wounded. He was arrested and taken to Moscow along with several of his colleagues. The
invasion was followed by a wave of emigration, largely of highly qualified people, unseen before and stopped
shortly after estimate: Czechoslovakia could have raised the costs of such an invasion by drumming up
international support or making military preparations such as blocking roads and ramping up security of their
airports, but they decided not to, paving the way for the invasion. At the time, a number of commentators
believed the letter was fake or non-existent. It claimed that "right-wing" media were "fomenting a wave of
nationalism and chauvinism, and are provoking an anti-communist and anti-Soviet psychosis". It formally
asked the Soviets to "lend support and assistance with all means at your disposal" to save the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic "from the imminent danger of counterrevolution". The USSR leadership was even
considering waiting until 26 August Slovak Party Congress, but the Czechoslovak conspirators "specifically
requested the night of the 20th". It was this formal request, drafted in Moscow, which was published in Pravda
on 22 August without the signatories. Failure of the plot The coup, however, did not go according to plan.
Discussion of the Congress dragged on, and before the conspirators had a chance to request a confidence vote,
early news of the invasion reached the Presidium. With their help, declaration against the invasion won with a
7: There they were held in secret and interrogated for days. The Protocol demanded the suppression of
opposition groups, the full reinstatement of censorship, and the dismissal of specific reformist officials.
Population securing food supplies. Popular opposition was expressed in numerous spontaneous acts of
nonviolent resistance. In Prague and other cities throughout the republic, Czechs and Slovaks greeted Warsaw
Pact soldiers with arguments and reproaches. Every form of assistance, including the provision of food and
water, was denied to the invaders. Signs, placards, and graffiti drawn on walls and pavements denounced the
invaders, the Soviet leaders, and suspected collaborationists. Citizens gave wrong directions to soldiers and
even removed street signs except for those giving the direction back to Moscow. After the USSR used
photographs of these discussions as proof that the invasion troops were being greeted amicably, secret
Czechoslovak broadcasting stations discouraged the practice, reminding the people that "pictures are silent".
Explanations for the fizzling of these public outbursts mostly centre on demoralisation of the population,
whether from the intimidation of all the enemy troops and tanks or from being abandoned by their leaders.
Many Czechoslovaks saw the signing of the Moscow Protocol as treasonous. On 19 January , student Jan
Palach set himself on fire in Wenceslas Square in Prague to protest the renewed suppression of free speech.
Pressure from the Soviet Union pushed politicians to either switch loyalties or simply give up. The
demonstrators were arrested and later punished, as the protest was dubbed " anti-Soviet ". East Germany In the
German Democratic Republic , the invasion aroused discontent mostly among young people who had hoped
that Czechoslovakia would pave the way for a more liberal socialism. Reactions around the world
Demonstration in Helsinki against the invasion. Soviet Ambassador Jacob Malik insisted the Warsaw Pact
actions were those of "fraternal assistance" against "antisocial forces". US Ambassador George Ball ,
suggested that "the kind of fraternal assistance that the Soviet Union is according to Czechoslovakia is exactly
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the same kind that Cain gave to Abel ". Canadian delegates immediately introduced another motion asking for
a UN representative to travel to Prague and work for the release of the imprisoned Czechoslovak leaders.
Although the United States insisted at the UN that Warsaw Pact aggression was unjustifiable, its position was
compromised by its own actions. Two decades later, when Czechoslovakia became independent in , Temple
Black was finally recognized as the first American ambassador to a truly free Czechoslovakia. The
Eurocommunist parties of Italy and Spain firmly denounced the occupation,[89] and even the Communist
Party of France , which had pleaded for conciliation, expressed its disapproval about the Soviet
intervention,[90] thereby publicly criticizing a Soviet action for the first time in its history. It was utterly,
irretrievably, hopelessly split. The main spring had broken. And the Prague Spring had broken it. The
normalization process involved five interrelated steps: Once it had consolidated power, the regime moved
quickly to implement other normalization policies. In the two years following the invasion, the new leadership
revoked some reformist laws such as the National Front Act and the Press Act and simply did not enforce
others. It returned economic enterprises, which had been given substantial independence during the Prague
Spring , to centralized control through contracts based on central planning and production quotas. It reinstated
extreme police control, a step that was reflected in the harsh treatment of demonstrators marking the first
anniversary of the August intervention. The first government to offer an apology was Hungary, on 11 August
The House of the National Assembly of Poland in , on the 21st anniversary of military intervention, adopted a
resolution condemning the armed intervention. An apology from Bulgaria came on 2 December The
statement, carried by the Soviet news agency Tass , said that sending in troops constituted "interference in the
internal affairs of a sovereign Czechoslovakia and must be condemned. The invasion was also condemned by
the newly appointed Russian President Boris Yeltsin "We condemn it as an aggression, as an attack on a
sovereign, stand-up state as interference in its internal affairs". Today, not only do we respect all agreements
signed previously â€” we also share all the evaluations that were made at the beginning of the s I must tell you
with absolute frankness â€” we do not, of course, bear any legal responsibility. But the moral responsibility is
there, of course". Declassified Pages, a documentary that presented the invasion as a protective measure
against a NATO coup. Such Russian propaganda is hostile toward freedom and democracy, and also to us.
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Edit Leonid Brezhnev and the leadership of the Warsaw Pact countries worried that the unfolding
liberalizations in Czechoslovakia, including the ending of censorship and political surveillance by the secret
police, would be detrimental to their interests. Other fears included the spread of liberal communism and
unrest elsewhere in Eastern Europe. The Warsaw Pact countries worried that if the Prague Spring reforms
went unchecked, then those ideals might very well spread to Poland and East Germany , upsetting the status
quo there as well. Within the Soviet Union, nationalism in the republics of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and
Ukraine was already causing problems, and many worried that events in Prague might exacerbate those
problems. This meant both that foreign agents could potentially slip into Czechoslovakia and into any member
of the Communist Bloc and that defectors could slip out to the West. Brezhnev decided on compromise. The
USSR agreed to withdraw their troops still stationed in Czechoslovakia since the June maneuvers and permit
the 9 September party congress. The Soviet Union expressed its intention to intervene in a Warsaw Pact
country if a bourgeois systemâ€”a pluralist system of several political parties representing different factions of
the capitalist classâ€”was ever established. After the Bratislava conference, Soviet troops left Czechoslovak
territory but remained along Czechoslovak borders. As these talks proved unsatisfactory, the USSR began to
consider a military alternative. While the Soviet Union worried it might lose an ally, the United States had
absolutely no desire on gaining it. President Lyndon Johnson had already invested the United States in the
Vietnam War and was unlikely to be able to drum up support for a potential conflict in Czechoslovakia. He
needed a willing partner in Moscow in order to reach such an agreement, and he did not wish to potentially
risk that treaty for Czechoslovakia. That night, , Warsaw Pact troops and 2, tanks entered the country. It began
with a special flight from Moscow which carried more than plainclothes agents. They quickly secured the
airport and prepared the way for the huge forthcoming airlift, in which An transport aircraft started arriving
and unloading Soviet airborne troops equipped with artillery and light tanks. Warsaw Pact, Polish armor unit
in Czechoslovakia, As the operation at the airport continued, columns of tanks and motorized rifle troops
headed toward Prague and other major centers, meeting no resistance. The bulk of invading forces were from
the Soviet Union supported by other countries from the communist bloc. Among them were 28, troops [21] of
the Polish 2nd Army from the Silesian Military District , commanded by general Florian Siwicki , and all
invading Hungarian troops were withdrawn by 31 October. He was arrested and taken to Moscow along with
several of his colleagues. The invasion was followed by a wave of emigration, largely of highly qualified
people, unseen before and stopped shortly after estimate: Failure to prepare Edit The Dubcek regime took no
steps to forestall a potential invasion, despite the ominous troop movements by the Warsaw Pact.
Czechoslovakia could have raised the costs of such an invasion by drumming up international support or
making military preparations such as blocking roads and ramping up security of their airports, but they
decided not to, paving the way for the invasion. At the time, a number of commentators believed the letter was
fake or non-existent. It claimed that "right-wing" media were "fomenting a wave of nationalism and
chauvinism, and are provoking an anti-communist and anti-Soviet psychosis. The USSR leadership was even
considering waiting until the 26 August Slovak Party Congress, but the Czechoslovak conspirators
"specifically requested the night of the 20th. It was this formal request, drafted in Moscow, which was
published in Pravda on 22 August without the signatories. Failure of the plot Edit The coup, however, did not
go according to plan. Discussion of the Congress dragged on, and before the conspirators had a chance to
request a confidence vote, early news of the invasion reached the Presidium. With their help, declaration
against the invasion won with a 7: There they were held in secret and interrogated for days. After days of
negotiations, the Czechoslovak delegation accepted the " Moscow Protocol ", and signed their commitment to
its fifteen points. The Protocol demanded the suppression of opposition groups, the full reinstatement of
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censorship, and the dismissal of specific reformist officials. Please improve this article by adding a reference.
For information about how to add references, see Template: Popular opposition was expressed in numerous
spontaneous acts of nonviolent resistance. In Prague and other cities throughout the republic, Czechs and
Slovaks greeted Warsaw Pact soldiers with arguments and reproaches. Every form of assistance, including the
provision of food and water, was denied to the invaders. Signs, placards, and graffiti drawn on walls and
pavements denounced the invaders, the Soviet leaders, and suspected collaborationists. Citizens gave wrong
directions to soldiers and even removed street signs except for those giving the direction back to Moscow.
After the USSR used photographs of these discussions as proof that the invasion troops were being greeted
amicably, secret Czechoslovak broadcasting stations discouraged the practice, reminding the people that
"pictures are silent. Explanations for the fizzling of these public outbursts mostly center around demoralization
of the population, whether from the intimidation of all the enemy troops and tanks or from being abandoned
by their leaders. Many Czechoslovaks saw the signing of the Moscow Protocol as treasonous. On 19 January ,
student Jan Palach set himself on fire in Wenceslas Square in Prague to protest the renewed suppression of
free speech. Pressure from the Soviet Union pushed politicians to either switch loyalties or simply give up.
Reactions in other Warsaw Pact countries.
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the future of Soviet-East European relations, with particular emphasis on the prospects for a continued relaxation of
Soviet policy. The Evolution of Gorbachev's Policy,
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The growing nuclearization of the Soviet military presence in the Far East has been of increasing concern to the United
States and its Asian-Pacific allies. This volume brings together the diverse perspectives of multinational groups of
defense and foreign policy experts associated with the Security.
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Abstract. One of the first acts of Mikhail Gorbachev as leader of the Soviet Communist party, in April , was to preside
over the renewal for a further thirty years of the multilateral treaties which govern the Sovietâ€”East European military
alliance, the Warsaw Pact.
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