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Liberty Fund now publishes them again, with a fourth volume of additional writings by Burke. The original
set has been praised by Clara I. Gandy and Peter J. The following year he was elected to a fellowship in
University College, Oxford. He was married in and therefore had to resign his fellowship, but was re-elected
to a research fellowship in To the end of his days he took an active part in the management of College affairs.
He also wrote on music, and was an accomplished violinist. His introductions and notes to these Select Works
show him also to have been well versed in English, French, Italian, and classical literature as well as in
history. They are preceded by his pamphlet Thoughts on the Cause of the Present Discontents , which sets
forth the political creed of the Whig faction led by the Marquis of Rockingham, for whom Burke acted as
spokesman. In the Present Discontents it was the power of the Crown and in the American speeches it was the
sovereignty of the Mother Country that he argued were being exercised in an arbitrary and foolish manner. In
these volumes he again expresses a detestation of arbitrary power, in this case of the sovereign people, which
in practice was really the power of an oligarchy posing as a democracy. He so heavily emphasized the roles of
tradition, even to the point of calling it prejudice, and of Edition: Mere will was arbitrary; reason recognized
and took into account the complexity of reality. But it was practical, prudential reason, not abstract ideology,
that should determine political decisions. The end of all political associations is the preservation of rights, and
denying or ignoring them is the sole cause of public misfortunes. It follows that if a nation were to get its
conception of rights straight, it would have solved all the problems of society. On the contrary, he often
appealed to them, particularly in his arguments against political oppression in India and Ireland. Burke
believed in a common human nature created by God as the supreme norm of politics. But he knew that human
nature realizes itself in history through conventional forms, customs, and traditions, which constitute what he
called the second nature of a particular people. Convention can and often enough does distort our nature, but it
is not of itself opposed to it. Burke would have agreed with the remark of the late Sir Ernest Barker: The
statesman must therefore frame his policies with a practical wisdom that understands his people, their history,
their traditions, their inherited rights and liberties, and their present circumstances. To do otherwise is to court
disaster. Burke thought that in the French Revolution it was the National Assembly that was courting disaster;
in the American Edition: But when American independence came, he was able to accept it gracefully, and he
even praised the new Constitution of the United States. Or so, at least, he is reported as saying in the House of
Commons on May 6, They did not, however, set up the absurdity that the nation should govern the nation;
that prince prettyman should govern prince prettyman: Nor did Burke divorce reason from emotion. On the
contrary, he held that our reason can recognize our nature through our natural feelings and inclinations. Man
of his times though he was and defender of a now-defunct aristocratic order of society, Burke still speaks to us
today. See also the chronological table in volume 2 of this edition. He was born in Dublin on January 12, , of a
Roman Catholic mother and a father who, according to the most likely account, had conformed to the
Established Anglican Church of Ireland whose head, as in England, was the King of Great Britain and Ireland
in order to be able to practice law, a profession forbidden to Catholics under the Penal Laws. Of the children
of that marriage who lived to maturity, the boys, Garrett, Richard, and Edmund, were raised as Protestants; the
one girl, Juliana, as a Catholic. He maintained cordial relations with them throughout his life. If Burke had a
personal religious problem as a result of this mixed religious family background, he solved it by maintaining
that all Christians shared a common faith which subsisted in different forms in the several nations of the
commonwealth of Christendom. The points on which they differed were the less important ones which could
be left for the theological schools to argue about. On a visit to France many years earlier, in , he had been
shocked by the rationalism and even atheism that he encountered in Paris. Again, Burke maintained friendly
relations with the Shackleton family for many years. In , he entered Trinity College, Dublin, the intellectual
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stronghold of Irish Protestantism; he graduated with an A. By that time, he had gone to London to study law in
the Inns of Court. He began this with two books that attracted much attention: In the latter year, he married
Jane Nugent, the daughter of a Catholic doctor; Jane herself may or may not have been brought up as a
Catholic and, if she was, may or may not have continued to practice that religion after her marriage to Burke.
In , Edmund became the editor of a yearly review of events and literature, the Annual Register, which
continues publication to the present day. He returned to London with Hamilton in and, after a bitter break with
him, became private secretary to the Marquis of Rockingham in The Marquis, one of the wealthiest men in
both England and Ireland, was the leader of a Whig faction that resisted the efforts Edition: In the same year,
Burke was elected to the House of Commons from the nomination borough of Wendover through the
influence of Lord Verney, with whom the Burke family had become friendly. Burke immediately made a
reputation in the Commons as an orator. The Rockingham administration fell from power in , after it repealed
the Stamp Act that had so outraged the American colonies. In , Burke bought an estate in Buckinghamshire,
which made him a country gentleman but kept him in debt to the end of his days. In the Commons, he quickly
became the intellectual spokesman for the Rockingham Whigs. Burke lost his seat in Parliament when Lord
Verney, strapped for money, had to sell it a practice fully acceptable in that time. But, now well known, Burke
was elected to the Commons from the city of Bristol, where he delivered his famous speech on the role of a
parliamentary representative see Miscellaneous Writings, published with this set. The Marquis kept him in
Parliament, however, by having him elected from the Yorkshire borough of Malton, a seat that Burke held
until his retirement in Burke, who was never invited to sit in a Cabinet, became Paymaster of the Forces. The
post was supposed to be lucrative to its holder, but Burke chose to reform it. Unfortunately, the Marquis died
in the same year, and Burke was again out of a job. Burke was again out of office when the coalition fell in
and was replaced by a Tory ministry under the younger William Pitt. Two of the great causes that engaged
Burke began in the s: His Letter to Sir Hercules Langrishe is one piece of his writing on Irish affairs that was
published in his lifetime. Burke became a man without a party after his break in with Charles James Fox over
the attitude to be taken toward the French Revolution. Rejected by his own party, he was not received by the
governing Tories except as an occasionally useful ally. In , Burke also suffered the loss through death of both
his brother Richard and his son Richard, Jr. But Burke did keep on living and writing. The aristocratic order he
so strenuously defended eventually died, and he can be praised or blamed only for having delayed its passing.
But Burke lives on in his writings. Cross references have been changed to reflect the pagination of the current
edition. The use of double punctuation e. Those who wish to understand the nature and importance of his
multifarious labours should make the acquaintance of his writings in the mass, and master them singly in
detail. It has long been understood that he who gives his nights and days to this task will acquire a knowledge
of the principles of general politics, of the limitations which modify those principles in our own national
policy, of the questions with which that policy deals, and of the secret of applying the English tongue to their
illustration, which cannot be acquired in any other way. In the prosecution of this task the student will learn
the practical importance of the maxim laid down in the Preface to a previous volume of this series, that all
study, to be useful, must be pursued in a spirit of deference. He will find it necessary to exert an unusual
degree of patience, and to acquire the habit of continually suspending his own judgment. He will find himself
in contact with much that seems dry and uninviting. It may therefore be well to caution him at the outset, that
Burke, like all writers of the first class, will not repay a prejudiced or a superficial perusal. He gains upon us,
not altogether by the inherent interest of what he presents to us, but very much by the skill and force with
which he presents it, and Edition: The reader must meet his author half-way; he must contribute something
more than a bare receptivity. It has been well said of Paradise Lost, that while few general readers are attracted
byEdition: There could not be a finer definition of a classical author, and it exactly describes Burke. As a party
politician he seems to stand too near to our own times to permit of our regarding him fairly and
comprehensively. Why this should be so, in a case separated by a whole century from the present generation, it
is difficult to see; but sufficient evidence of the fact may be gathered from the writings of party men down to
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our own day. Political parties will always divide civilised nations, and no Englishman can altogether dismiss
the party relations of any celebrated politician. The coalition of , in which he took an active part, is not one of
the most creditable incidents in our political annals, 2 and he Edition: His best efforts, if we except his
advocacy of the cause of American liberty, are outside the policy of his party. Whiggism had small sympathy
with religious freedom for Ireland, with humane and rational government in India, with the abolition of
Slavery, or with the denunciation of its own caricature in the first French Republic. We must therefore regard
Burke in a light different from that of party statesmanship. The first question that is suggested on finding the
political writings of an eminent party leader ranked among literary classics, isâ€”What marks distinguish these
writings from the common mass of political ephemera? By the virtue of what elements was a value
communicated to them, extending, in the eyes of contemporaries, far beyond that of the arguments they
enforced, the expedients they favoured, and the present effect they produced; and in the eyes of posterity,
equally far beyond their worth as part of the annals of party, and as materials Edition: It is an insufficient
answer to such questions to say that Burke was a politician and something more, in the sense in which we
should say the same, for instance, of Sheridan. The personal triumphs of Sheridan may indeed be said to
exceed, in the mass, those of any genius on record, not excepting Pericles himself. To speak all the day, with
overpowering effect, in Westminster Hallâ€”to go in succession to the theatres, and see in each a masterpiece
of his own, played by the first of actorsâ€”at night, to repeat in Parliament the feat of the morningâ€”in all
these, constantly to have the eyes of a nation upon him, and the plaudits of a nation in his earsâ€”this seems
like the realisation of as wild a dream as ever flattered the ignorance of young ambition. The triumphs of
Burke were of another kind. From the first he astonished: He was too severe to persuade, and too bold to
convince, a body to most of whom his philosophy was a stumblingblock and his statesmanship foolishness. In
his latter years he commanded so little attention that the wits of the HouseEdition: Brougham considered this
by far the finest of his orations, and it certainly contains his finest exordium. But no one listened to it, or
seemed to understand it. Erskine slept through the five hours which it occupied in delivery, though he
afterwards thumbed the printed copy to rags. Goodrich, was there a greater union of brilliancy and force, or a
more complete triumph over the difficulties of a subject. Near its close, Pitt asked Lord Grenville whether it
would be necessary to reply. The speech may with perfect safety be passed over in silence.
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Introduction The name of Edmund Burke â€”97 [ 1 ] is not one that often figures in the history of philosophy.
These elements play a fundamental role within his work, and help us to understand why Burke is a political
classic. His writings and speeches therefore merit attention as examples of attention to both ideas and to
history, and of the role of this attention in practical thought. His work is also, as we see shall see at the end of
this entry, an achievement that challenges assumptions held by many of our contemporaries. Life Burke was
born at Dublin in Ireland, then part of the British Empire, the son of a prosperous attorney, and, after an early
education at home, became a boarder at the school run by Abraham Shackleton, a Quaker from Yorkshire, at
Ballitore in County Kildare. Thence he proceeded to the Middle Temple at London, in order to qualify for the
Bar, but legal practice was less attractive to him than the broader perspective which had captured his attention
at university or earlier. It was first as a writer, and then as a public figure that he made his career. Only the
Scottish universities offered posts that did not require holy orders, but they were not very receptive to
non-presbyterians. Burke married in , and had a son by , so that a career of Humean celibacy, in which
philosophy was cultivated on a little oatmeal, was not for him. Indeed, like Hume, Burke found that there was
more money in narrative works and in practical affairs than in philosophy. In , Burke became private secretary
to the Marquis of Rockingham who had just become First Lord of the Treasury and was elected to the British
House of Commons in the same year. He remained there, with a brief intermission in the Autumn of , for
nearly twenty-nine years, retiring in the Summer of Burke, who was always a prominent figure there and
sometimes an effective persuader, gave a great many parliamentary speeches. In that respect, they parallel his
Thoughts on the Cause of the Present Discontents , and Reflections on the Revolution in France , amongst
other non-oratorical writings. Prominent amongst these were the problems of British rule overseas, in North
America, India and Ireland. His name, however, has been linked most strongly by posterity to a critique of the
French Revolution. Burke was certainly more notable as a pundit than an executive politician, holding office
only twice, for a few months in and His political life was punctuated in May by a break from some of his
party colleagues over the significance of the Revolution. Thereafter, assisted not least by the turn it took in
â€”3, he became a largely independent commentator on domestic politics and international affairs in An
Appeal from the New to the Old Whigs , Letters on a Regicide Peace â€”7 , and A Letter to a Noble Lord
Burke in his last years, especially from , turned his attention to his native Ireland. He failed to found a political
dynasty, and he left no lasting school in parliamentary politics: Nor did Burke bequeath a straightforward
legacy to any political party or to any ideological brand of thought, though plenty have tried to appropriate
him wholly or partly. The difficulties that they might find in colonising his thought are apparent from an
account of it that emphasizes its philosophical aspects. The latter derived from his university education, the
former from reflection on the Irish situation. Burke was born into an Ireland where reflective intellect had its
social setting in a small educational elite, much of it connected with the Church of Ireland. The ability of the
educated, the politicians and the rich to take constructive initiatives contrasted starkly with the inability of the
peasantry to help itself: The Irish situation suggested a general rationale of practice to those who wished to
improve themselves and others: The only obvious alternative was violenceâ€”and that was both destructive
and fruitless. Burke retained all his life a sense of the responsibility of the educated, rich and powerful to
improve the lot of those whom they directed; a sense that existing arrangements were valuable insofar as they
were the necessary preconditions for improvement; and a strong sense of the importance of educated people as
agents for constructive change, change which he often contrasted with the use of force, whether as method or
as result. For example, some points that may seem distinctively Burkean, belonged first to Berkeley. Berkeley
saw no advantages in improper abstraction or in a mythical golden age. In both cases, philosophical wariness
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matched a distaste for considering aspects of objects in permanent isolation from the other aspects with which
they were essentially connected. This suspicion of abstract ideas accompanied a suspicion of schemes for
considering people in abstraction from their present situation, and accompanied too doubts about a golden
past: Both belonged to an elite which considered improvement to be necessary, and sought to make it through
the agencies in church, state and education that were really available at the time. Above all, they shared an
intellectual temper: But Burke was not Berkeley, and though their similarities indicate a shared philosophical
orientation, Burke had his own way of developing it. To individuate him, we must turn to what he acquired
from the Trinity syllabus, and how he used his acquisitions. The extent and variety of human activity
impressed itself upon Burke. If his practical situation in Ireland suggested that not reason alone but also
Christianity and persuasion were necessary to improvement, Burke could now understand these needs in terms
of a scheme of learning, and indeed had the opportunity to develop the corresponding skills. At Trinity he
founded a debating society, where he developed his oratorical technique on theological, moral and political
topics, as well as commenting on the economic and literary life of Ireland in a periodical run by himself and
his friends. This acquisition of skills was complemented by an opportunity for philosophical development.
Creations of alternative worlds by the mind now received a philosophical warrant from another part of the
Trinity syllabus. Locke had recognized that the mind devised complex ideas. The mind had a power to receive
simple ideas from the senses and from its own reflection on them, and to make out of this material further
ideas that had no referent in the world of sensation. His philosophical method involved thinking in terms of
complex ideas about a connected range of matters, matters connected by their place in a programme of human
improvement. It soon fostered intense interest in epistemology, psychology and ethics. Burke seems to have
worked on the imaginationâ€”the faculty of devising and combining ideas â€” as an undergraduate, and
continued to do so into the s. The result, A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of our Ideas of the Sublime
and Beautiful emphasized, unsurprisingly, the activity of mind in making ideas and the influence of these upon
conduct. It was in the first place an exercise in clarifying ideas, with an eye to refining the ways in which the
arts affect the passions: The roots of human activity, Burke thought, were the passions of curiosity, pleasure
and pain. Curiosity stimulated the activity of mind on all matters. Ideas of pain and of pleasure corresponded
respectively to self-preservation and society, and society involved the passions of sympathy, imitation and
ambition. Imitation tended to establish habit, and ambition to produce change. The scope of sympathy could
embrace anyone, unlike compassion, which applied only to those in a worse situation than oneself. Burke then
proceeded to show that self-preservation and its cognates suggested the complex idea of the sublime, and not
least the idea of a God who was both active and terrible. Beauty, on the other hand, comprised a very different
set of simple ideas, which originated in pleasure. Sublime and beautiful therefore sprang from very different
origins. The diverse views rejected by A Philosophical Enquiry were united by the pervasive assumption that
human nature in an unschooled condition, as it came from the hand of nature, and understood without direct
reference to God, was in some sense adequate to the human condition. These three positions alike presumed
that human faculties, unimproved by human effort and considered with little relation to God, were sufficient to
inspire conduct. It is not surprising that Burke rejected them. Burke not only thought that nature needed
improvement, but also recognized its ambiguity. Ambition, for instance, was the source of enterprise and of
improvement: If Burke had a forward-looking mind, and believed that human nature both required and led to
development, he did not think that progress was necessarily an unqualified gain: A Philosophical Enquiry
suggests that Burke was developing the loyalties of his youth through the medium of philosophical
psychology. A God who presents Himself through nature in a way that is often found in the Bible, and who
devises and sustains nature in a way that leads man to society and facilitates the improvement of that society,
has set Himself to support Christianity, power and improvement, and probably education too. Anyone who
thinks in terms of complex ideas can see that these can be framed easily in different ways, none of which need
correspond to anything found in the external world: No one who reads romances would find difficulty in
imagining a society differing beyond recognition from its current arrangements. Burke, in other words, could
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think through not only his own grouping of propositions but also their inverse. Yet beyond all of these, it
suggests that in the large topics that experience had put before Burkeâ€”religion, morals, arts and
sciencesâ€”argument had not produced an overwhelmingly decisive case. For A Vindication also seems to
make a case against everything he had espoused. If argument did not deliver incontestable conclusions, where
was one to go? The complement to this emphasis upon feeling was to look to the results of affective
preferenceâ€”that is to say, a criterion for conduct in such a case was what tended to make people better and
happier. This was a judgement in the first place about personal conduct, and the manner of applying it to
matters on the larger scale of civil society was less obvious. Here the judgement of benefit, whether ethical or
pleasurable, might be harder to discern. In order to make it plain in A Vindication, Burke applied a reductio ad
absurdum to principles in theology that he had rejected by showing their consequences for politics. For that is
what A Vindication provided. This short work was written in the persona of the recently deceased Henry St.
John, Viscount Bolingbroke â€” Bolingbroke had been a Tory pillar of the state, and therefore of the church
too; but the posthumous publication of his philosophical works revealed that far from being an Anglican, he
had not been a Christianâ€”but rather a deist. A Vindication suggested the ills that Bolingbroke had attributed
to the artifice of revealed religion could be paralleled by those generated by civil society. One logic, indeed,
was attributable on these terms to both Christianity and civil society: The deism of Bolingbroke implied the
principle that God treated everyone impartially, and that the means to salvation were therefore to be found in a
medium available to all, and thus available from the earliest point of human history, namely reason. So
Bolingbroke the deist and Bolingbroke the politician could be made to look very much at odds with each
other. This gap offered Burke an opening. Yet it is hard not to recognize that Burke himself was telling the
reader, in a way that entered the consciousness all the more forcibly because it accompanied entertainment,
that civil society really did imply some evils, just as he identified losses as well as gains from progress in other
connexions. Such criticism, taken in itself, is undoubtedly telling. Burke never dissembled the existence of the
real misery that he observed in civil society. Instead, he pointed out that wretched practices could not be
detached from the larger pattern of habits and institution in which they were implicated, and that this pattern
had a beneficial effect. Burke recognized misery, did not deny it, and therefore had a lively sense of the
imperfection of arrangements, however civilized they might be. But it was not merely a matter of pointing out
what made for good and what for ill in civil society: This was so for a philosophical reason, because of the
very nature of the words involved. First, there were aggregate words, which signified groups of simple ideas
united by nature, e. Second, there were simple abstract words, each of which stood for one simple idea
involved in such unities, as red, blue, round or square. Thirdly, and most importantly for our purpose, came
abstract compound words. These united aggregate words and simple abstract words. As such, they did not
have a referent that existed in nature. A Philosophical Enquiry argued that no compound abstract nouns
suggested ideas to the mind at all readily, and that in many cases they did not correspond to any idea at all, but
instead produced in the mind only images of past experience connected with these words. This category
included virtue, vice, justice, honour, and liberty, besides magistrate, docility and persuasion Wecter , â€” The
centrality of such terms to a discussion of civil society requires no emphasis.
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Context[ edit ] Burke in a portrait by Joshua Reynolds Edmund Burke was a British member of Parliament
who by the s had become an important part of the opposition. The Stamp Act was passed the same year he was
first elected to Parliament, and this and ensuing revenue acts had generated significant resistance among
American colonists. In general terms, Burke argued throughout these years that the resistance was a
consequence of the inflexibility of British policy towards its colonies. Burke was more concerned with the
actual functioning of government than with theory or history. He did not believe that a break was imminent,
but knew the situation was serious. When a debate was held in Parliament related to a motion to repeal the Tea
Act , he took the opportunity to speak. He intended to give a general warning about British policy, but not
necessarily to propose many specific remedies. The speech began with a discussion of the history of British
colonialism going back to the Navigation Acts. He argued that these acts had not significantly infringed upon
the rights of the colonists to tax themselves, since the majority of this authority was still retained in the
colonial assemblies. Further, they were acts that taxed commerce rather than direct taxes created solely for the
purpose of raising revenue. With the implementation of the Stamp Act and ensuing revenue acts in the s, this
situation had changed. He therefore proposed an underlying theory for a new policy towards colonial taxation
that might resolve the impasse. Such dire circumstances required that Parliament be as flexible as possible in
its ability to respond, and that taxation was one of the areas where this flexibility should be available although
rarely used. In any circumstances other than emergencies, however, he argued taxation should be a right
practiced in effect by colonial legislatures such as those who helped govern the thirteen colonies. These
suggestions would be adopted as policy by the British Empire many years later, but were not implemented at
the time. Disagreements over legal issues, he argued, should not be allowed to damage the empire. As the
situation in America worsened, Burke continued to think and speak about the relationship of Britain with her
colonies. These latter attempts also failed to prevent armed conflict. Its argument is therefore less carefully
constructed but more passionate. It is also more hopeful, having been delivered a year before Conciliation in
America, when Burke apparently still believed that there was a chance to alter British policy towards the
colonies. No man ever doubted that the commodity of Tea could bear an imposition of three-pence. But no
commodity will bear three-pence, or will bear a penny, when the general feelings of men are irritated, and two
millions of people are resolved not to pay. The feelings of the Colonies were formerly the feelings of Great
Britain. Theirs were formerly the feelings of Mr. Hampden when called upon for the payment of twenty
shillings. Would twenty shillings have ruined Mr. It is the weight of that preamble, of which you are so fond,
and not the weight of the duty, that the Americans are unable and unwilling to bear. Whether you were right or
wrong in establishing the Colonies on the principles of commercial monopoly, rather than on that of revenue,
is at this day a problem of mere speculation. You cannot have both by the same authority. To join together the
restraints of a universal internal and external monopoly, with a universal internal and external taxation, is an
unnatural union; perfect uncompensated slavery. Again, and again, revert to your own principlesâ€”Seek
Peace, and ensue itâ€”leave America, if she has taxable matter in her, to tax herself. The American Revolution
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This fierce spirit of liberty is stronger in the English colonies probably than in any other people of the earth;
and this from a great variety of powerful causes; which, to understand the true temper of their minds, and the
direction which this spirit takes, it will not be amiss to lay open somewhat more largely. First, the people of
the colonies are descendants of Englishmen. England, Sir, is a nation, which still I hope respects, and formerly
adored, her freedom. The colonists emigrated from you when this part of your character was most
predominant; and they took this bias and direction the moment they parted from your hands. They are
therefore not only devoted to liberty, but to liberty according to English ideas, and on English principles.
Abstract liberty, like other mere abstractions, is not to be found. Liberty inheres in some sensible object; and
every nation has formed to itself some favourite point, which by way of eminence becomes the criterion of
their happiness. It happened, you know, Sir, that the great contests for freedom in this country were from the
earliest times chiefly upon the question of taxing. Most of the contests in the ancient commonwealths turned
primarily on the right of election of magistrates; or on the balance among the several orders of the state. The
question of money was not with them so immediate. But in England it was otherwise. On this point of taxes
the ablest pens, and most eloquent tongues, have been exercised; the greatest spirits have acted and suffered.
In order to give the fullest satisfaction concerning the importance of this point, it was not only necessary for
those who in argument defended the excellence of the English constitution, to insist on this privilege of
granting money as a dry point of fact, and to prove, that the right had been acknowledged in ancient
parchments, and blind usages, to reside in a certain body called a House of Commons. They went much
farther; they attempted to prove, and they succeeded, that in theory it ought to be so, from the particular nature
of a House of Commons, as an immediate representative of the people; whether the old records had delivered
this oracle or not. They took infinite pains to inculcate, as a fundamental principle, that in all monarchies the
people must in effect themselves, mediately or immediately, possess the power of granting their own money,
or no shadow of liberty could subsist. The colonies draw from you, as with their life-blood, these ideas and
principles. Their love of liberty, as with you, fixed and attached on this specific point of taxing. Liberty might
be safe, or might be endangered, in twenty other particulars, without their being much pleased or alarmed.
Here they felt its pulse; and as they found that beat, they thought themselves sick or sound. I do not say
whether they were right or wrong in applying your general arguments to their own case. It is not easy indeed
to make a monopoly of theorems and corollaries. The fact is, that they did thus apply those general arguments;
and your mode of governing them, whether through lenity or indolence, through wisdom or mistake,
confirmed them in the imagination, that they, as well as you, had an interest in these common principles. They
were further confirmed in this pleasing error by the form of their provincial legislative assemblies. Their
governments are popular in a high degree; some are merely popular; in all, the popular representative is the
most weighty; and this share of the people in their ordinary government never fails to inspire them with lofty
sentiments, and with a strong aversion from whatever tends to deprive them of their chief importance. If
anything were wanting to this necessary operation of the form of government, religion would have given it a
complete effect. Religion, always a principle of energy, in this new people is no way worn out or impaired;
and their mode of professing it is also one main cause of this free spirit. The people are Protestants; and of that
kind which is the most adverse to all implicit submission of mind and opinion. This is a persuasion not only
favourable to liberty, but built upon it. I do not think, Sir, that the reason of this averseness in the dissenting
churches, from all that looks like absolute government, is so much to be sought in their religious tenets, as in
their history. Every one knows that the Roman Catholic religion is at least coeval with most of the
governments where it prevails; that it has generally gone hand in hand with them, and received great favour
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and every kind of support from authority. The Church of England too was formed from her cradle under the
nursing care of regular government. But the dissenting interests have sprung up in direct opposition to all the
ordinary powers of the world; and could justify that opposition only on a strong claim to natural liberty. Their
very existence depended on the powerful and unremitted assertion of that claim. All Protestantism, even the
most cold and passive, is a sort of dissent. But the religion most prevalent in our northern colonies is a
refinement on the principle of resistance; it is the dissidence of dissent, and the Protestantism of the Protestant
religion. This religion, under a variety of denominations agreeing in nothing but in the communion of the
spirit of liberty, is predominant in most of the northern provinces; where the Church of England,
notwithstanding its legal rights, is in reality no more than a sort of private sect, not composing most probably
the tenth of the people. The colonists left England when this spirit was high, and in the emigrants was the
highest of all; and even that stream of foreigners, which has been constantly flowing into these colonies, has,
for the greatest part, been composed of dissenters from the establishments of their several countries, and have
brought with them a temper and character far from alien to that of the people with whom they mixed. Sir, I can
perceive by their manner, that some gentlemen object to the latitude of this description; because in the
southern colonies the Church of England forms a large body, and has a regular establishment. It is certainly
true. There is, however, a circumstance attending these colonies, which, in my opinion, fully counterbalances
this difference, and makes the spirit of liberty still more high and haughty than in those to the northward. It is,
that in Virginia and the Carolinas they have a vast multitude of slaves. Where this is the case in any part of the
world, those who are free, are by far the most proud and jealous of their freedom. Freedom is to them not only
an enjoyment, but a kind of rank and privilege. Not seeing there, that freedom, as in countries where it is a
common blessing, and as broad and general as the air, may be united with much abject toil, with great misery,
with all the exterior of servitude, liberty looks, amongst them, like something that is more noble and liberal. I
do not mean, Sir, to commend the superior morality of this sentiment, which has at least as much pride as
virtue in it; but I cannot alter the nature of man. The fact is so; and these people of the southern colonies are
much more strongly, and with a higher and more stubborn spirit, attached to liberty, than those to the
northward. Such were all the ancient commonwealths; such were our Gothic ancestors; such in our days were
the Poles; and such will be all masters of slaves, who are not slaves themselves. In such a people, the
haughtiness of domination combines with the spirit of freedom, fortifies it, and renders it invincible. Permit
me, Sir, to add another circumstance in our colonies, which contributes no mean part towards the growth and
effect of this untractable spirit. I mean their education. In no country perhaps in the world is the law so general
a study. The profession itself is numerous and powerful; and in most provinces it takes the lead. The greater
number of the deputies sent to the congress were lawyers. But all who read, and most do read, endeavour to
obtain some smattering in that science. I have been told by an eminent bookseller, that in no branch of his
business, after tracts of popular devotion, were so many books as those on the law exported to the plantations.
The colonists have now fallen into the way of printing them for their own use. General Gage marks out this
disposition very particularly in a letter on your table. He states, that all the people in his government are
lawyers, or smatterers in law; and that in Boston they have been enabled, by successful chicane, wholly to
evade many parts of one of your capital penal constitutions. The smartness of debate will say, that this
knowledge ought to teach them more clearly the rights of legislature, their obligations to obedience, and the
penalties of rebellion. All this is mighty well. But my honourable and learned friend on the floor, who
condescends to mark what I say for animadversion, will disdain that ground. He has heard, as well as I, that
when great honours and great emoluments do not win over this knowledge to the service of the state, it is a
formidable adversary to government. If the spirit be not tamed and broken by these happy methods, it is
stubborn and litigious. Abeunt studia in mores. This study renders men acute, inquisitive, dexterous, prompt in
attack, ready in defence, full of resources. In other countries, the people, more simple, and of a less mercurial
cast, judge of an ill principle in government only by an actual grievance; here they anticipate the evil, and
judge of the pressure of the grievance by the badness of the principle. They augur misgovernment at a
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distance; and snuff the approach of tyranny in every tainted breeze. The last cause of this disobedient spirit in
the colonies is hardly less powerful than the rest, as it is not merely moral, but laid deep in the natural
constitution of things. Three thousand miles of ocean lie between you and them. No contrivance can prevent
the effect of this distance in weakening government. Seas roll, and months pass, between the order and the
execution; and the want of a speedy explanation of a single point is enough to defeat a whole system. You
have, indeed, winged ministers of vengeance, who carry your bolts in their pounces to the remotest verge of
the sea. But there a power steps in, that limits the arrogance of raging passions and furious elements, and says,
"So far shalt thou go, and no farther. In large bodies, the circulation of power must be less vigorous at the
extremities. Nature has said it. Despotism itself is obliged to truck and huckster. The Sultan gets such
obedience as he can. He governs with a loose rein, that he may govern at all; and the whole of the force and
vigour of his authority in his centre is derived from a prudent relaxation in all his borders. Spain, in her
provinces, is, perhaps, not so well obeyed as you are in yours. She complies too; she submits; she watches
times. This is the immutable condition, the eternal law, of extensive and detached empire. Then, Sir, from
these six capital sources; of descent; of form of government; of religion in the northern provinces; of manners
in the southern; of education; of the remoteness of situation from the first mover of government; from all these
causes a fierce spirit of liberty has grown up. It has grown with the growth of the people in your colonies, and
increased with the increase of their wealth; a spirit, that unhappily meeting with an exercise of power in
England, which, however lawful, is not reconcilable to any ideas of liberty, much less with theirs, has kindled
this flame that is ready to consume us. I do not mean to commend either the spirit in this excess, or the moral
causes which produce it. Perhaps a more smooth and accommodating spirit of freedom in them would be more
acceptable to us. Perhaps ideas of liberty might be desired, more reconcilable with an arbitrary and boundless
authority. Perhaps we might wish the colonists to be persuaded, that their liberty is more secure when held in
trust for them by us as their guardians during a perpetual minority than with any part of it in their own hands.
The question is, not whether their spirit deserves praise or blame, but--what, in the name of God, shall we do
with it? You have before you the object, such as it is, with all its glories, with all its imperfections on its head.
You see the magnitude; the importance; the temper; the habits; the disorders. By all these considerations we
are strongly urged to determine something concerning it. We are called upon to fix some rule and line for our
future conduct, which may give a little stability to our politics, and prevent the return of such unhappy
deliberations as the present. Every such return will bring the matter before us in a still more untractable form.
For, what astonishing and incredible things have we not seen already! What monsters have not been generated
from this unnatural contention! Whilst every principle of authority and resistance has been pushed, upon both
sides, as far as it would go, there is nothing so solid and certain, either in reasoning or in practice, that has not
been shaken. Until very lately, all authority in America seemed to be nothing but an emanation from yours.
Even the popular part of the colony constitution derived all its activity, and its first vital movement, from the
pleasure of the crown. We thought, Sir, that the utmost which the discontented colonists could do, was to
disturb authority; we never dreamt they could of themselves supply it; knowing in general what an operose
business it is to establish a government absolutely new.
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Edmund Burke To restore order and repose to an empire so great and so distracted as ours is, merely in the
attempt, an undertaking that would ennoble the flights of the highest genius, and obtain pardon for the efforts
of the meanest understanding. Struggling a good while with these thoughts, by degrees I felt myself more firm.
I derived, at length, some confidence from what in other circumstances usually produces timidity. I grew less
anxious, even from the idea of my own insignificance. For, judging of what you are by what you ought to be, I
persuaded myself that you would not reject a reasonable proposition because it had nothing but its reason to
recommend it. The proposition is peace. Not peace through the medium of war; not peace to be hunted
through the labyrinth of intricate and endless negotiations; not peace to arise out of universal discord,
fomented from principle, in all parts of the empire; not peace to depend on the juridical determination of
perplexing questions, or the precise marking the shadowy boundaries of a complex government. It is simple
peace, sought in its natural course and in its ordinary haunts. Let the colonies always keep the idea of their
civil rights associated with your government-they will cling and grapple to you, and no force under heaven
will be of power to tear them from their allegiance. But let it be once understood that your government may be
one thing and their privileges another, that these two things may exist without any mutual relation - the cement
is gone, the cohesion is loosened, and everything hastens to decay and dissolution. As long as you have the
wisdom to keep the sovereign authority of this country as the sanctuary of liberty, the sacred temple
consecrated to our common faith, wherever the chosen race and sons of England worship freedom, they will
turn their faces towards you. The more they multiply, the more friends you will have, the more ardently they
love liberty, the more perfect will be their obedience. Slavery they can have anywhere. It is a weed that grows
in every soil. They may have it from Spain, they may have it from Prussia. But until you become lost to all
feeling of your true interest and your natural dignity, freedom they can have from none but you. This is the
commodity of price, of which you have the monopoly. This is the true Act of Navigation, which binds to you
the commerce of the -colonies, and through them secures to you the wealth of the world. Deny them this
participation of freedom, and you break that sole bond which originally made, and must still preserve, the
unity of the empire. Do not entertain so weak an imagination as that your registers and your bonds, your
affidavits and your sufferances, your cockets and your clearances, are what form the great securities of your
commerce. Do not dream that your Letters of office, and your instructions, and your suspending clauses are
the things that hold together the great contexture of this mysterious whole. These things do not make your
government. Dead instruments, passive tools as they are, it is the spirit of the English communion that gives
all their life and efficacy to them. It is the spirit of the English constitution which, infused through the mighty
mass, pervades, feeds, unites, invigorates, vivffles every part of the empire, even down to the minutest
member. Is it not the same virtue which does every thing for us here in England? Do you imagine, then, that-it
is the Land-Tax Act which raises your revenue? It is the love of the people; it is their attachment to their
government, from the sense of the deep stake they have in such a glorious institution, which gives you your
army and your navy, and infuses into both that liberal obedience without which your army would be a base
rabble and your navy nothing but rotten timber. All this, I know well enough, will sound wild and chimerical
to the profane herd of those vulgar and mechanical politicians who have no place among us: But to men truly
initiated and rightly taught, these ruling and master principles, which in the opinion of such men as I have
mentioned have no substantial existence, are in truth everything, and all in all. Magnanimity in politics is not
seldom the truest wisdom; and a great empire and little minds go ill together. If we are conscious of our
situation, and glow with zeal to fill our places as becomes our station and ourselves, we ought to auspicate all

Page 11

SPEECHES ON AMERICAN TAXATION AND CONCILIATION WITH
AMERICA pdf
our public proceedings on America with the old warning of the Church, Sursum corda! We ought to elevate
our minds to the greatness of that trust to which the order of Providence has called us. By adverting to the
dignity of this high calling, our ancestors have turned a savage wilderness into a glorious empire, and have
made the most extensive and the only honorable conquests, not by destroying, but by promoting the wealth,
the number, the happiness of the human race. Let us get an American revenue as we have got an American
empire. English privileges have made it all that it is; English privileges alone will make it all it can he.
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Speech on Conciliation with America Edmund Burke Full Document To restore order and repose to an empire
so great and so distracted as ours is, merely in the attempt, an undertaking that would ennoble the flights of the
highest genius, and obtain pardon for the efforts of the meanest understanding. Struggling a good while with
these thoughts, by degrees I felt myself more firm. I derived, at length, some confidence from what in other
circumstances usually produces timidity. I grew less anxious, even from the idea of my own insignificance.
For, judging of what you are by what you ought to be, I persuaded myself that you would not reject a
reasonable proposition because it had nothing but its reason to recommend it. The proposition is peace. Not
peace through the medium of war; not peace to be hunted through the labyrinth of intricate and endless
negotiations; not peace to arise out of universal discord, fomented from principle, in all parts of the empire;
not peace to depend on the juridical determination of perplexing questions, or the precise marking the
shadowy boundaries of a complex government. It is simple peace, sought in its natural course and in its
ordinary haunts. Let the colonies always keep the idea of their civil rights associated with your
government-they will cling and grapple to you, and no force under heaven will be of power to tear them from
their allegiance. But let it be once understood that your government may be one thing and their privileges
another, that these two things may exist without any mutual relation â€” the cement is gone, the cohesion is
loosened, and everything hastens to decay and dissolution. As long as you have the wisdom to keep the
sovereign authority of this country as the sanctuary of liberty, the sacred temple consecrated to our common
faith, wherever the chosen race and sons of England worship freedom, they will turn their faces towards you.
The more they multiply, the more friends you will have, the more ardently they love liberty, the more perfect
will be their obedience. Slavery they can have anywhere. It is a weed that grows in every soil. They may have
it from Spain, they may have it from Prussia. But until you become lost to all feeling of your true interest and
your natural dignity, freedom they can have from none but you. This is the commodity of price, of which you
have the monopoly. This is the true Act of Navigation, which binds to you the commerce of the -colonies, and
through them secures to you the wealth of the world. Deny them this participation of freedom, and you break
that sole bond which originally made, and must still preserve, the unity of the empire. Do not entertain so
weak an imagination as that your registers and your bonds, your affidavits and your sufferances, your cockets
and your clearances, are what form the great securities of your commerce. Do not dream that your Letters of
office, and your instructions, and your suspending clauses are the things that hold together the great contexture
of this mysterious whole. These things do not make your government. Dead instruments, passive tools as they
are, it is the spirit of the English communion that gives all their life and efficacy to them. It is the spirit of the
English constitution which, infused through the mighty mass, pervades, feeds, unites, invigorates, vivffles
every part of the empire, even down to the minutest member. Is it not the same virtue which does every thing
for us here in England? Do you imagine, then, that-it is the Land-Tax Act which raises your revenue? It is the
love of the people; it is their attachment to their government, from the sense of the deep stake they have in
such a glorious institution, which gives you your army and your navy, and infuses into both that liberal
obedience without which your army would be a base rabble and your navy nothing but rotten timber. All this,
I know well enough, will sound wild and chimerical to the profane herd of those vulgar and mechanical
politicians who have no place among us: But to men truly initiated and rightly taught, these ruling and master
principles, which in the opinion of such men as I have mentioned have no substantial existence, are in truth
everything, and all in all. Magnanimity in politics is not seldom the truest wisdom; and a great empire and
little minds go ill together. If we are conscious of our situation, and glow with zeal to fill our places as
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becomes our station and ourselves, we ought to auspicate all our public proceedings on America with the old
warning of the Church, Sursum corda! We ought to elevate our minds to the greatness of that trust to which
the order of Providence has called us. By adverting to the dignity of this high calling, our ancestors have
turned a savage wilderness into a glorious empire, and have made the most extensive and the only honorable
conquests, not by destroying, but by promoting the wealth, the number, the happiness of the human race. Let
us get an American revenue as we have got an American empire. English privileges have made it all that it is;
English privileges alone will make it all it can be.
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The magnificent paragraphs in the speech on conciliation are devoted to the Americans, their numbers, their
enterprises, their spirits and the sources from which it is sustained, are a purple patch of diffuse and
descriptive oratory. His subject needed vast knowledge about the people, agriculture, commerce and fisheries
of America. He proved himself not only a great orator but a man with vast knowledge. He supplied the house
with a detailed description of the American economy and at the same time the psychological analysis of the
American mind and its formation. His knowledge of America is based on facts. It is not in any way surmise or
inferences. A careful study of his speech will reveal how he equipped himself with the facts about American
people, and their resources and their impaction English economy. After introducing his speech, he began to
speak on the condition of America. He first spoke of the ever-growing population of the country. Their trade
was thriving out of all proportion beyond the numbers of the people. Between and it increased twelvefold. He
remarks that the fact is wonderful than fiction. Burke gave a practical picture of American agriculture.
America, he told, is a great corn growing country. Its annual export of grain exceeded a million in value some
years ago. In the beginning of their settlement they needed to import food grains from their mother country but
now the situation had changed and the old world was being fed by the new world. Burke spoke very highly of
the American enterprise in fisheries. It is, in fact, a matter of pride. The Americans had explored the seas and
oceans for fishes. He informed the house that there was no sea in the world, no climate of extreme heat or cold
that had been a stranger to their activity. They went up to the opposite region of polar cold; they were at the
antipodes and engaged their ship in the frozen south. The American fishermen searched fish even in the
remotest place like Falkland Island. They undertook perilous journeys to the seas without fearing the storm in
building up a rich fishery. Burke was conversant not only with the physical progress of the American people
but also with their temper and character. He gave a detailed picture of what they had developed in their
administration, religion, education, and culture. Tracing the descent of the American people from England, he
spoke of their ardent love of freedom. He has rightly remarked that the love of liberty is deeply planted in their
nature become they inherited this spirit from their forefathers, who were English. This shows that Burke could
read their psychological temperament very correctly. Inspired by the love of democracy, they had instituted
the provincial legislatures with the elected representatives of the people. Burke could find out the differences
in the attitudes of the Northern and Southern Americans to life, religion, and property. He discovered the
cause of the American spirit of freedom in their religious beliefs. The colonists were Protestants and
Protestantism meant opposition to authority. These people left England when the spirit of dissent was high.
The foreigners who came to the colonies from different countries were also dissenters from the establishments
of their respective countries. In the Northern provinces, the dissenters were in the majority. But the conditions
in the south were quite different. Although there was a body of the Church of England, yet the people were
haughty and oppressive. The system of slavery that was prevalent in the south and this system made the
southerners especially proud and jealous because free men living in the midst of slaves cannot help attaching
undue importance to their own freedom. For, he was not blind to the fact that the mother country England lay
far away from America. No contrivance can prevent the effect of distance in a weak government. The power
of govt is necessarily weakest at the extremities of its dominions. So, the control of the English government
over America can never be as effective as it is in England. This fact has fastened American feelings of
independence. Burke was so sharply familiar with the mind of American people that he proposed not to take
any action against them and advocated the policy of reconciliation with America. He wanted a stable peace as
he knew that the Americans would not be satisfied with anything less than freedom. Since it is full of truths
about the people and economy of America, it has become a part of the syllabus taught in schools and colleges
as a part of their history and tradition.
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Struggling a good while with these thoughts, by degrees I felt myself more firm. I derived, at length, some
confidence from what in other circumstances usually produces timidity. I grew less anxious, even from the
idea of my own insignificance. For, judging of what you are by what you ought to be, I persuaded myself that
you would not reject a reasonable proposition because it had nothing but its reason to recommend it. The
proposition is peace. Not peace through the medium of war; not peace to be hunted through the labyrinth of
intricate and endless negotiations; not peace to arise out of universal discord, fomented from principle, in all
parts of the empire; not peace to depend on the juridical determination of perplexing questions, or the precise
marking the shadowy boundaries of a complex government. It is simple peace, sought in its natural course and
in its ordinary haunts. Let the colonies always keep the idea of their civil rights associated with your
government-they will cling and grapple to you, and no force under heaven will be of power to tear them from
their allegiance. But let it be once understood that your government may be one thing and their privileges
another, that these two things may exist without any mutual relation - the cement is gone, the cohesion is
loosened, and everything hastens to decay and dissolution. As long as you have the wisdom to keep the
sovereign authority of this country as the sanctuary of liberty, the sacred temple consecrated to our common
faith, wherever the chosen race and sons of England worship freedom, they will turn their faces towards you.
The more they multiply, the more friends you will have, the more ardently they love liberty, the more perfect
will be their obedience. Slavery they can have anywhere. It is a weed that grows in every soil. They may have
it from Spain, they may have it from Prussia. But until you become lost to all feeling of your true interest and
your natural dignity, freedom they can have from none but you. This is the commodity of price, of which you
have the monopoly. This is the true Act of Navigation, which binds to you the commerce of the colonies, and
through them secures to you the wealth of the world. Deny them this participation of freedom, and you break
that sole bond which originally made, and must still preserve, the unity of the empire. Do not entertain so
weak an imagination as that your registers and your bonds, your affidavits and your sufferances, your cockets
and your clearances, are what form the great securities of your commerce. Do not dream that your Letters of
office, and your instructions, and your suspending clauses are the things that hold together the great contexture
of this mysterious whole. These things do not make your government. Dead instruments, passive tools as they
are, it is the spirit of the English communion that gives all their life and efficacy to them. It is the spirit of the
English constitution which, infused through the mighty mass, pervades, feeds, unites, invigorates, vivffles
every part of the empire, even down to the minutest member. Is it not the same virtue which does every thing
for us here in England? Do you imagine, then, that-it is the Land-Tax Act which raises your revenue? It is the
love of the people; it is their attachment to their government, from the sense of the deep stake they have in
such a glorious institution, which gives you your army and your navy, and infuses into both that liberal
obedience without which your army would be a base rabble and your navy nothing but rotten timber. All this,
I know well enough, will sound wild and chimerical to the profane herd of those vulgar and mechanical
politicians who have no place among us: But to men truly initiated and rightly taught, these ruling and master
principles, which in the opinion of such men as I have mentioned have no substantial existence, are in truth
everything, and all in all. Magnanimity in politics is not seldom the truest wisdom; and a great empire and
little minds go ill together. If we are conscious of our situation, and glow with zeal to fill our places as
becomes our station and ourselves, we ought to auspicate all our public proceedings on America with the old
warning of the Church, Sursum corda! We ought to elevate our minds to the greatness of that trust to which
the order of Providence has called us. By adverting to the dignity of this high calling, our ancestors have
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turned a savage wilderness into a glorious empire, and have made the most extensive and the only honorable
conquests, not by destroying, but by promoting the wealth, the number, the happiness of the human race. Let
us get an American revenue as we have got an American empire. English privileges have made it all that it is;
English privileges alone will make it all it can be. This work was published before January 1, , and is in the
public domain worldwide because the author died at least years ago.
9: Speech on Conciliation with America by Edmund Burke
In Edmund Burke: Political life are two parliamentary speeches, "On American Taxation" () and "On Moving His
Resolutions for Conciliation with the Colonies" (), and "A Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol, on the Affairs of America" ().
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