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The Nikolaievsky Bridge spanned the river near the western corner of the Winter Palace and connected this
region of the city to Vassili Island. In it was one of two permanent bridges in the city, the others being on
pontoons, which were removed in winter just before the river froze over. The span was built of iron and
carried railings decorated with classically cast hippocanths facing tridents, whose fish-tails erupted into
wreaths of acanthus. The Nikolaievsky Bridge was not only a practical improvement, it was meant to be
beautiful and add to the splendors of the city. This one could be enjoyed by all regardless of class or the
number of kopeks in your pocket. The span was lit from one side to the other and was an enjoyable palace to
stroll across in the evening. The views from the bridge were delightful and ever-changing, providing free
entertainment to the lower classes. One of the great events of the year was the noisy break-up of the Neva ice
in spring when enormous plates of ice crushed against one another as the warming river pushed them towards
the sea and this could be seen better from parapets of the Nickolaievsky Bridge than anywhere else. A midth
century pontoon bridge over the Neva River in winter. Foreigners were amazed to see almost everyone pause
to cross themselves in the middle of the bridge to mutter a prayer when they passed the chapel and men also
removed their hats before they genuflected. Cab drivers prided themselves on how reverently they could salute
these chapels without slowing their carriages, dangerously standing and bowing as they passed by. Petersburg
in could be an ordeal because many of the streets were still unpaved and became quagmires in the wet months.
Many streets were paved in cut sections of logs which were arranged like a mosaic and sidewalks were built of
wood. The best time to travel the roads was in winter when the surface was frozen hard. In winter the Neva
itself became one vast bridge linking the islands of the delta one to another. The roads in the center of town
around the Winter Palace were the best and it was here that the first permanent bridges across the Neva River
were built. Most people in the city worked close to the places they worked. For the poor this was a necessity
since travel by tram was expensive. Most workers walked to their places of employment - regardless of the
weather. People spent most of their time in their own neighborhoods, shopping, eating and working near their
homes. Seasonal workers came to the city from the countryside without shedding their rural ways of life and
dress. They did not expect much in the way of sophisticated transportation or housing so the city government
was happy to neglect the development of public services and transportation in the neighborhoods where they
lived.
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In selecting the right St. Petersburg hotel was very important. The Hotel Europe on Nevskii Prospect was the best hotel
in St. Petersburg town and it boasted luxurious rooms and a reading room with foreign newspapers edited by censors
who blacked out offending articles with blocks of ink.

Petersburg still retains much of the resort-town flavor its founders so cherished, a community of pelicans,
porpoises, endless sunshine and sailboats. On June 8, , the first train arrived, carrying empty freight cars and
one passenger, a shoe salesman from Savannah. Built one rail at a time, with unpaid laborers and creditors
threatening to lynch Demens all the way, the railroad finally chugged to St. Demens named the city after his
birthplace, St. Petersburg incorporated as a city in June Three Firsts The year brought two firsts to St. Louis
Browns to the Sunshine City for spring training. Also that year, Tony Jannus flew his Benoist airplane across
Tampa Bay in 23 minutes, skimming across the water at a height of 50 feet. The event is commonly hailed as
the birth of commercial aviation. In , the Gandy Bridge opened -- cutting travel time to Tampa by more than
half and positioning St. The boom years in the s brought notable architecture to St. Through the s, St.
Petersburg continued to have strong tourist years. During the Depression, the real estate boom crashed. During
the s, the city witnessed large growth. It was home to the U. Nightly anti-submarine air patrols were made
over the Gulf of Mexico, and the War Department later selected St. Petersburg as a major technical services
training center for the Army Air Corps. More than , trainees filled every hotel in the city swelling the
population and creating a housing shortage as their families looked for a place to live. Post war, many of the
military men stationed here returned to live with their families or visit as tourists. The s The s are notable for
the advent of air conditioning, which brought a considerable amount of housing for retirees. The population
peaked beyond , and streetcar tracks were removed to make way for a society of automobiles. New
development in the s included the municipal marina, the main library, the Bayfront Center, and the Museum of
Fine Arts. In the s, St. Petersburg looked to the future by developing reclaimed water, recycled wastewater
used for irrigation. It developed the largest reclaimed water system in the United States. Petersburg continues
to lead the region in conserving precious water resources. The 70s also saw the beginning of St. The stately
Renaissance Vinoy Resort on the downtown waterfront was restored to its circa grandeur, reopening in
BayWalk, a dining, retail and entertainment destination brought movie theaters and upscale shopping to
downtown in After extensive renovations, the complex has reopened as the renewed, refreshed SunDial still
with movies, upscale dining and retail. With the continued expansion of USF St. Petersburg, downtown is also
home to a growing number of students. More than 10 oceanographic institutes call St. The Deuces African
Americans have been part of the St. Petersburg story since long before the railroad came in African American
men arrived in numbers in with the arrival of the Orange Belt Railway. They built the beds and laid the rails.
Some of them stayed on in the village that began to emerge. The new arrivals created the first of what would
become several predominantly black neighborhoods. Martin Luther King Jr. Old-timers say the enclave was
named for the abundance and variety of peppers grown in gardens and pots. They encouraged African
Americans to move to 22nd Street S, a spot virtually in the country then. There the busiest, most vibrant black
community developed. At its peak about , more than black-owned or -operated businesses, entertainment spots
and professional offices served the neighborhood. Meanwhile, African American men from all neighborhoods
helped build homes and infrastructure during the s real estate boom and the s single-family housing boom.
Integration gradually crept into the city and the old neighborhoods gradually disappeared. But they â€” and the
surviving landmarks within some of them â€” have left memories of a closely knit society whose members
respected and looked out for one another. The New Millennium Since the new millennium, St. Petersburg has
emerged as a top destination for the arts â€” with the dynamic new Dali Museum opening in , the Dale
Chihuly world renowned glass collection, and six art districts. The city is amid a public process to replace the
historic, iconic waterfront landmark. Petersburg enters its second golden age, and steps boldly into the 21st
century, the downtown core continues its revitalization with projects that include retail shops, restaurants, and
movie theaters. More than events bring over 10 million people each year to the sunshine city to experience
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yacht races, triathlons, baseball, basketball, cycling, festivals, cultural exhibits, and music. The city easily
attracts tourists with its cultural district that includes seven museums in the downtown district. Historic
neighborhoods continue to be restored, as residents invest in their communities with a great source of pride.
Here, young and old, tradition and innovation come together to create a vibrant sense of community.
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In selecting the right St. Petersburg hotel was very important. Petersburg town and it boasted luxurious rooms
and a reading room with foreign newspapers edited by censors who blacked out offending articles with blocks
of ink. The Hotel Europe catered to both transient and long-term guests. There were suites of rooms - some
with private entrances - which were permanently reserved by members of the aristocracy, big business and the
arts. Dining Room of the Hotel Europe in Service in the Hotel Europe was good; the rooms and dining rooms
were clean and efficiently run. However, this was not the norm in Russia and hotels could be a frightening
place to turn out the lights at night. One of the biggest complaints was dirt and vermin in hotel rooms.
Bedbugs and the famous St. Petersburg flea were an endemic problem that generations of travellers to Russia
had moaned about. Russians were not very sympathetic to the plight of their guests. Travellers who choose to
complain to hotel staff were liable to hear - "Relax, let them bite. Travellers had to avoid drinking the water or
eating raw fruit or vegetables. Even fruit juices could be a problem if they were watered down. After one had
decided upon the hotel one wanted to stay in the next step was negotiating a price. Bargaining in Russia was
standard practice and it drove American visitors mad. It happened everywhere - even when a shop or hotel
posted a sign claiming "Prix Fixe", fixed prices. No one who knew the system would be foolish enough to pay
the listed price in hotels. Negotiations to conclude a price might take some time and energy to conclude
successfully. The tenacious negotiator - willing to walk towards the door, bags in hand ready to go somewhere
else - would almost always be offered a price one third of what was originally asked - or, as an alternative - an
upgrade to the best room in the hotel at the price of a budget room. Everyone haggled over prices in stores and
hotels - even Princesses! The game was well known to Russians, who took it in stride as a part of everyday
life. Tourists found it to be a nerve racking experience. This is the next stop on the travelogue.
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Indigenous peoples[ edit ] Archaeological excavations at Pocahontas Island have found evidence of a
prehistoric Native American settlement dated to BC. This is in the early third of the Archaic Period to BC.
Succeeding cultures of indigenous peoples lived in the area for thousands of years prior to European
exploration and colonization. When the English arrived in Virginia in , the region was occupied by the
Appamatuck , a significant tribe of the Powhatan Confederacy. They were governed by a weroance , King
Coquonosum, and by his sister, Queen Oppussoquionuske. Present-day Petersburg developed east of here.
Founding[ edit ] Petersburg was founded at a strategic point at the fall line of the Appomattox River and
settled by English colonists. By they had patented land along the south bank of the Appomattox River as far
west as present-day Sycamore Street, and about 1 mile 1. In , the Virginia Colony established Fort Henry a
short distance from the Appamatuck town, near the falls. It provided water power for mills and later
industrialization. Abraham Wood sent several famous expeditions out from here in the following years to
explore points to the west, as far as the Appalachian Mountains. The Bolling family , prominent tobacco
planters and traders, also lived in the area from the early 18th century. Wittontown, north of the river, was
settled in , and became incorporated as Pocahontas in As the Americans retreated north across the
Appomattox River, they took up the planks of the wooden Pocahontas bridge to delay the enemy. Although
the British eventually drove the Americans from Blanford and Petersburg, they did not regain a strategic
advantage in the war. After the war, in Petersburg annexed the adjacent towns of Blandford also called
Blanford , Pocahontas and the outlying town of Ravenscroft, which became neighborhoods of the larger city.
An area known as Gillfield was annexed in Fourth President James Madison called Petersburg "Cockade of
the Union" which later was applied to the town as a nickname "Cockade City" , in honor of the cockades
which Volunteers wore on their caps. They established First Baptist and Gillfield Baptist Church , the first and
second oldest black congregations in the city and two of the oldest in the nation. With access to waterways and
a population sympathetic to refugee slaves, this neighborhood was an important site on the Underground
Railroad. Antebellum Period[ edit ] During the Antebellum period the Port of Petersburg on the became
renowned as a commercial center for processing cotton , tobacco and metal, then shipping products out of the
region. The city became an important industrial center in a mostly agricultural state with few major cities.
Flourishing businesses helped the city make improvements. Starting in , the city paved its streets. In the Upper
Appomattox Canal Company completed the Upper Appomattox Canal Navigation System to bypass the
Appomattox Falls, in order to promote traffic up and down river to Farmville and power cotton and flour
mills. As early as , Petersburg had the City Point Railroad , which was linked to docks 8 miles away for
transferring goods to large Chesapeake Bay and Norfolk -bound ships at City Point. As travel technology
developed in the midth century, Petersburg became established as a railroad center. The last major line, the
Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad , was completed in to the east, connecting to the Atlantic Ocean port of
Norfolk. In the city introduced gaslights and by installed a new municipal water system. All these civic
improvements helped attract and hold a substantial business community, based on manufacture of tobacco
products, cotton and flour and banking. American Civil War[ edit ] U. Engineer Battalion, during the Siege of
Petersburg, August At the time of the American Civil War , Petersburg was the second-largest city in Virginia
after the capital, Richmond, and the seventh-largest city in the Confederacy. The city provided several infantry
companies and artillery units to the Confederate Army, along with three troops of cavalry. In April more than
free African Americans of Petersburg volunteered to work on the fortifications of Norfolk, Virginia under
their own leader. Slaveholders also contributed the labor of numerous black slaves. Its numerous railroads
made the city a lifeline for Richmond, the Confederate capital. On June 9, troops led by William F. Due to
botched Union leadership and arrival of Confederate General William Mahone , the Union forces suffered a
disastrous defeat at the Battle of the Crater , suffering over 4, casualties. In early April , Union troops finally
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managed to push their left flank to the railroad to Weldon, North Carolina and the Southside Railroad. The fall
of Petersburg meant that Richmond could no longer be defended. Lee attempted to lead his men south to join
up with Confederate forces in North Carolina. Hopelessly outnumbered, he was surrounded and forced to
surrender at Appomattox Court House , Virginia, on April 9, In the years after the Civil War, many freedmen
migrated to Petersburg, founding numerous churches, businesses and institutions. Federal Government and the
railroad companies repaired the damaged railroads to the city. In the General Assembly incorporated the
Central Lunatic Asylum as an organized state institution, as part of an effort by the bi-racial Reconstruction
-era legislature to increase public institutions for general welfare. Readjuster era[ edit ] During the s, a
coalition of black Republicans and white Populists held power for several years in the state legislature. This
resulted in two major public institutions in Petersburg, as the legislature invested for education and welfare. It
was one of the first public fully state-supported four-year historically black colleges and universities HBCU in
the Mid-Atlantic. This was part of a drive to improve public education that started with the Reconstruction
legislature. In , the state legislature also authorized moving the mental asylum facility to the Mayfield Farm
and developing a new campus there. This is the site of the present-day Central State Hospital , which provides
a variety of mental health services. Other forces in the midth century, such as industrial and railroad
restructuring, reduced the number of jobs in the city. In addition, suburban development attracted people to
newer housing outside the city. World wars led to major federal institutions being constructed near Petersburg,
which created local jobs. The facility was used again during World War II. In the camp was designated as Fort
Lee , and additional buildings were constructed to house the U. Army Quartermaster Corps Center and School.
In the postwar period, some of these installations have been reduced in size. In the s, Petersburg became the
southern terminus of the Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike , predating the U. Since that time, Petersburg has
struggled in competition with nearby Richmond, as the capital has grown to dominate the region in a changing
economy as industries restructured. Those disfranchised suffered major losses in the ability to exercise their
rights as citizens. The legislature also instituted Jim Crow laws, including imposing racial segregation. With
many African Americans having served the nation and cause of freedom in WWII, in the postwar years they
pressed for social justice, an end to segregation, and restoration of voting power. In Petersburg businessmen
and politician, Remmie Arnold , the president and owner of the Arnold Pen Company, at the time one of the
largest manufacturers of fountain pens , launched a campaign for Governor of Virginia. As a Petersburg city
councilman, Arnold had pushed through a budgetary increase earmarked for equality and fair access for public
housing and recreational facilities for everyone, including people of color, and increased budgetary
considerations for the black schools in Petersburg. Unusually for a Democratic politician in the Jim Crow
South, Arnold promised to "deal with all Virginians fairly", whatever their ethnicity. Arnold ultimately lost the
Democratic primary to John S. Battle , who won the gubernatorial election. Under state segregation and Jim
Crow laws, those citizens were barred from free use of public spaces and facilities. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Beginning in the s African Americans in Petersburg struggled to desegregate public schools and facilities. It
never re-opened to swimming. Board of Education that segregated public schools were unconstitutional. They
initiated the program of Massive Resistance. For instance, rather than allow schools to be integrated, then
Governor of Virginia , J. Lindsay Almond ordered the schools in several localities including Warren County ,
Charlottesville and Norfolk , to be closed. The school board of Prince Edward County closed the public
schools for five years, starting in In Petersburg, the Bollingbook School opened in as a segregation academy
for white students. Late 20th-century economic decline[ edit ] Retail and industry prospered until about the
late s. De-industrialization, restructuring of railroads, and related national structural economic changes cost
many jobs in the city, as happened in numerous older industrial cities across the North and Midwest. The
post-World War II national construction of highways encouraged development outside cities and
suburbanization added to problems. In addition, reacting to racial integration of schools in the s, many
middle-class families moved to newer housing in the predominantly white suburbs. They also moved to the
Richmond metro area, where the economy was expanding with jobs in new fields of financial and retail
services. Some companies shifted industrial jobs to states further south, where wages were lower, or overseas.
The declining economy increased the pressure of competition and racial tensions in Petersburg. These flared
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from until , when blacks on the City Council accused the white Mayor of racism over a re-districting plan
which they and the ACLU alleged was designed to allow whites to maintain white supremacy in the city. For
decades, the city government was run by a small group of white businessmen and bankers. Most were wealthy
enough to own homes in the exclusive Walnut Hill neighborhood and their interrelated families had been
established there for generations. In one black councilwoman described the Petersburg city government as
"our own little version of the Byrd Machine ", comparing it to the political organization led by segregationist
Democrat , Harry Flood Byrd , that controlled Virginia politics for decades. The annexation had been
generally supported by the citizens of Petersburg, black and white alike, since the mids, as a necessary
measure to allow the city of expand its tax base and its potential for growth and development. The city argued
to the counties that it was better prepared to provide municipal-type services than the predominately rural
counties and that the city needed more land for expected new development. The annexation was opposed by
the county governments, who lost most of their commercial tax base, as well as the residents of the annexed
suburban areas. Following the annexation, blacks realized that the annexations had added 8, new white
residents. City council members were then elected at-large, requiring majority approval for each seat. Black
civil rights organizations challenged the annexations in court, saying these were motivated to illegally dilute
the voting power of blacks. A federal judge, citing provisions of the Voting Rights Act of , agreed and ordered
the city to be divided into single-member districts , or wards, to enable blacks the opportunity to elect
representatives of their choice. As residents of the city of Petersburg, their children would be required to
attend the Petersburg City Schools, which had become predominately black due to whites sending their
children to private schools or moving to suburbs. Projected industrial development of large tracts of vacant
land in the annexed areas failed to take place. In Petersburg again sought to annex more land from Prince
George County.
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He was assigned as a 2nd Lieutenant in No. He was ordered as 1st Lieutenant to the Prussian Military
Academy on 1 October, and trained there for three years as a staff officer. Promoted Major in he was
reassigned to St. In April, he assumed command of the 1st Battalion, No. Promoted Colonel in , he took
command of No. Between and he held command of several infantry brigades and divisions. Most notably in
October of while in command the 16th Infantry Division he successfully fought off several British attacks
during the Battle of Passchendaele. He was also promoted Lieutenant-General in January, He seems to have
left the army in May of and settled in Baden-Baden. He died on 6 May, in Baden-Baden. They had met while
she was traveling in Europe several years earlier. She assumed the title of Baroness upon her marriage. He was
born at Toulouse December 27, He was the son of an officer and was educated at La Fleche prior to entering
the army in A general by he commanded the expeditionary force during the Moroccan Campaign of that year.
Early in World War One he was placed in command of the so-called "Army of the Alps" which was intended
to block any advance of Italian troops in that theater. This plan came to nothing when Italy joined the Allies.
He was recalled to France in May, with his reputation in shambles. He ended the War as commander of the
10th Military region in Rennes. After the war he retired in Gironde and died at Fronsec on 11 November, He
lectured widely on his observations made during the Anglo-Boer War. He published these observations in a 21
page booklet titled Eindrucke und Beobachtungen aus dem Boerenkriege. Italy - Major Domenico Augusto
Gentilini. Nothing much has come to light on this man. Almost no information has been found on this officer.
Slocum received a special appointment to the U. As an officer in the 8th he took part in the campaign against
the Nez Perces and was present at the Canyon Creek fight 13 Sept. He was then stationed at St. Petersburg,
Russia and then in British India He rejoined his regiment in Kansas and deployed with it to the Philippines
during the Insurrection for two years serving on the General Staff in Manila. Retiring again after the war,
Slocum died at his home in Washington D. During his military career Slucom was presented with the U. As
complete as current research allows at this point it is a rather interesting and unusual grouping. The medals are
show in their proper order of precedence as described in U.
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Petersburg The city was co-founded by John C. Williams , formerly of Detroit , who purchased the land in ,
and by Peter Demens who was instrumental in bringing the terminus of the Orange Belt Railway there in
Petersburg Times which established in Petersburg was incorporated as a town on February 29, , when it had a
population of only some people. Williams and Peter Demens flipped a coin to see who would have the honor
of naming the city. Williams named the first hotel after his birthplace, Detroit a hotel built by Demens. Davis
turned on St. Hibbs â€” , a native of Newport, North Carolina , established his wholesale fish business at the
end of the railroad pier, which extended out to the shipping channel. Petersburg was incorporated as a city in
June Petersburg to larger shipping. Further dredging improved the port facilities through the s. Davis was
instrumental to bringing the first trolley service in The former mayor of St. Petersburg, Al Lang , had invited
the St. Louis Browns to move their spring training into the city. Petersburg to Tampa and back was initiated,
generally considered the first scheduled commercial airline flight. The company name was the St. Petersburg
was big due to its major growth brought by tourists. Tourists came from all over by automobile, yacht, and
railroad. Petersburg increase in tourist numbers and helped grow it into the largest city in Pinellas County. The
city also adopted the Mediterranean-style architecture brought by Snell Isles founder Perry Snell. Petersburg
was a training ground area for the U. Petersburg returned as residents or tourists. January Spa Beach, located
in downtown St. Petersburg, pictured in In the s, St. Petersburg experienced another population increase with
residents. The development of transportation was important with the increase of tourists, more automobiles
were used in the city and subsequently the public street cars were removed. Petersburg with Manatee County.
A year later in , Highway 19 opened in the city creating a large influx of traffic. By the end of the s, tourists
and retirees increased in the area. Petersburg also received its first stadium named the Bayfront Center which
hosted the first professional hockey league in Tampa Bay. The strike began approximately one month after
Martin Luther King, Jr. In , a full-scale flying replica of the Benoist XIV flying boat was constructed by
Florida Aviation Historical Society for the 70th anniversary of the flight. This aircraft is now on loan to the St.
Petersburg Museum of History in St. Petersburg throughout the s. The city tried to encourage numerous teams
through the United States to make St. Petersburg their new tenant. After many attempts to attract tenants to the
new stadium, Major League Baseball gave St. Petersburg a franchise in In , the dome was renamed a third
time to Tropicana Field after naming rights were established with Tropicana Dole Beverages. By that time,
however, the population had leveled off, and has grown by only 10, since then. In the decade from to , the
population of the city dropped by approximately residents, while in the same period the population of Florida
increased by over two and a half million residents. Petersburg seen from Spot satellite Downtown[ edit ]
Downtown St. Petersburg is the Central Business District, containing high rises for office use, most notably
the tallest building in the city, One Progress Plaza. The Tampa Bay Times newspaper is headquartered in the
downtown area. Jutting a half mile into the bay was the St. Petersburg Pier , a major tourist attraction that
offered various activities. Petersburg and a downtown branch of St. Straub Park is nearly a half mile long,
boasts a waterfront location, and is home of the St. Petersburg Museum of Fine Arts. Petersburg 1st in Florida
and 15th out of of the largest cities in the U. The city is connected via the Looper Trolley. Venues include
Jannus Live and the State Theatre. The active nightlife scene is credited to recent demographic and regulatory
changes. Until , the team played its spring training games at nearby Progress Energy Park. This setup was
unique, making St. Petersburg the first city that played host to its baseball team during spring training as well
as the regular season since the Philadelphia Athletics. Tropicana Field would be demolished and replaced with
prime residential and retail space. Completion of the stadium was planned for ; however, the proposal has been
tabled indefinitely while a community-based organization investigates all alternatives for new stadium
construction. Building is on the National Register of Historic Places. When the Wikimedia Foundation was

Page 9

ST. PETERSBURG TOWN, 1900 pdf
founded by Jimmy Wales in it was originally located in downtown St. The foundation adopted its articles of
incorporation in the city in Petersburg to the San Francisco Bay Area. The public access and park contingent
won the debate when, on Christmas Eve , the city announced the acquisition of the waterfront land that is
encompassed by the waterfront park system.
7: St. Petersburg , Photo 4 On the Nikolaievsky Bridge, a Petersburg Travelogue by Bob Atchison
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