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1: Free ESL Short Stories, Exercises, Audio
Short stories bring English to life and evoke powerful creativity that encourages ESL students to try new things and learn
more. Implementing a few short stories into your classroom syllabus is a surefire way to keep students engaged and
active with each turn of the page.

Fluffy never eats anything that costs less than 50 dollars. He has a really expansive taste. One day Fluffy gets
lost. Poor Fluffy walks and walks. He wants his snack, his dinner, his bath and his soft bed. Suddenly he spots
a big gray dog, with a big gray nose. The big gray dog chews something. Fluffy tries not to stare, but he is
really hungry by now. I am tired, and hungry, and dirty," Fluffy answers. Come into my spa. I am all alone
and I need my snack! The big gray dog looks at him and turns back. Bam gives Fluffy some food. At first
Fluffy wants to refuse, but he is too hungry. She takes good care of me. I get snacks, food, a bathâ€¦" "Nice
girl. I hope to find her. Fluffy falls asleep and dreams of snacks having baths. Continued in story 02â€¦ Golf
Fluffy wakes up. He hopes he is in a bad dream, but now he sees this is real. Bam sits beside him. Are you
playing Gulf?! But I need to see it to believe it. A dog playing golfâ€¦" Fluffy jumps on his legs and starts
running. Where to, little doggie? Where is your golf field? I will find one! Fluffy is very happy. He finds a
stick and a can and brings them to Bam. He digs some holes in the ground. Fluffy grabs the stick and just
stands there, looking very very serious. Then, after 5 minutes, Fluffy hits the can with his stick. The can rolls
and enters a far away hole. He stands long and tall, and waits for the applause. Bam is surprised, "You are
actually good! What is your favorite sports? I am hose cucumber. Some people are couch potatoes. It means
they sit on the couch and watch TV. I sit by the hose. How did you know? And that was the beginning of a
beautiful friendship.
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2: Short Stories | Easy Reading for ESL Beginners
This lesson includes a list of short stories that can be used with ESL learners regardless of their level. The
accompanying activities will reinforce reading comprehension and writing skills.

Some short stories have an ESL listening component. ESL Reading Babe the Blue Ox Well now, one winter it
was so cold that all the geese flew backward and all the fish moved south and even the snow turned blue. Late
at night, it got so frigid that all spoken words froze solid afore they could be heard. People had to wait until
sunup to find out what folks were talking about the night before It took five giant storks to deliver Paul to his
parents. His first bed was a lumber wagon pulled by a team of horses. His father had to drive the wagon up to
the top of Maine and back whenever he wanted to rock the baby to sleep Birth of the Jersey Devil A storm was
raging that night in , when Mother Leeds was brought to bed in childbirth. The room was full of woman folk
gathered to help her, more out of curiosity than good will. They had all heard the rumors that Mother Leeds
was involved in witchcraft, and had sworn she would give birth to a devil. Black Magic Mad Henry was a
hermit who lived alone in a decrepit mansion at the edge of town. Rumors were rife about the wild-eyed man.
Some folks said that he was a magician who called upon the powers of darkness to wreck havoc upon his
neighbors. Others called him a mad doctor who could restore life to foul corpses from the local cemetery. No
respectable citizen in town had anything to do with Mad Henry Bloody Mary She lived deep in the forest in a
tiny cottage and sold herbal remedies for a living. Folks living in the town nearby called her Bloody Mary, and
said she was a witch. None dared cross the old crone for fear that their cows would go dry, their food-stores
rot away before winter, their children take sick of fever, or any number of terrible things that an angry witch
could do to her neighbors. Boo Hag You know how they say some folks are lucky at cards and some are lucky
at love? Oh, he proposed to several girls, and even got accepted by a few. But they always got cold feet a day
or two before the wedding, and it was bye-bye Bobby. He set to with a will and before you know it, he had
raked and hoed out a beautiful patch of ground and he put in a fine planting of peas. So Brer Fox decided to
capture and kill Brer Rabbit if it was the last thing he ever did! He thought and he thought until he came up
with a plan. He would make a tar baby! Brer Fox went and got some tar and he mixed it with some turpentine
and he sculpted it into the figure of a cute little baby. Then he stuck a hat on the Tar Baby and sat her in the
middle of the road. Casey Jones Casey Jones, that heroic railroad engineer of the Cannonball, was known as
the man who always brought the train in on time. He would blow the whistle so it started off soft but would
increase to a wail louder than a banshee before dying off. Got so as people would recognize that whistle and
know when Casey was driving past. Dancing with the Devil The girl hurried through her schoolwork as fast as
she could. It was the night of the high school dance, along about 70 years ago in the town of Kingsville,
Texas. The girl was so excited about the dance. She had bought a brand new, sparkly red dress for the dance.
She knew she looked smashing in it. It was going to be the best evening of her life. Then her mother came in
the house, looking pale and determined. Davy Crockett and the Frozen Dawn One winter, it was so cold that
the dawn froze solid. The first rays of sunlight froze halfway over the mountain tops. They looked like yellow
icicles dripping towards the ground. The party was crowded, the guests cheerful, the food delicious. Then a
rumor began to circulate among the guests. The Devil was coming to the party. The Devil was on the way. Her
roommate, Jenna, liked to get to bed early, so she packed up everything she thought she would need and went
downstairs to study. They were driving home in a carriage, and were somewhere near Spiegletown when the
light failed and they knew they would have to seek shelter for the night It was a beautiful night with a full
moon. We were laughing and discussing the party when the engine started to cough and the emergency light
went on. We had just reached the railroad crossing where Villamain Road becomes Shane Road Ghost in the
Alley Rumors were rife about the alleyway behind the tavern. It was haunted, folks said. Haunted by the ghost
of a young girl who had been found murdered in that self-same passage. People avoided the small street after
dark, for the spirit was said to be a vengeful one. Of course, no one could name anyone whom the ghost had
actually killed, but the tales were enough to keep people away from the alley at night. Ghost on the Tracks The
train rumbled around him as he adjusted the throttle. He had rumbled through Timpas a few minutes ago and
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was on his way to Thatcher. Hairy Toe Once there was an old woman who went out in the woods to dig up
some roots to cook for dinner. She spotted something funny sticking out of the leaves and dug around until she
uncovered a great big hairy toe. There was some good meat on that toe which would make a real tasty dinner,
so the old woman put it in her basket and took it home. Heartbeat Something was going on. Jason felt it in his
bones. Polly was too happy, too cheerful. No woman could be that upbeat and still be faithful to her husband.
Jason sat down to a delicious, warm meal every night, and Polly sang to herself as she washed up. What kind
of woman could be cheerful doing dishes? Try as he might, Jason never heard anything that hinted of a secret
romance. It drove him crazy. Life was not this perfect. There was an abandoned house sitting in the middle of
a fancy neighborhood in Calgary that nobody would go near. And I mean nobody! Now , my pal Albert was
the agent in charge of selling that haunted house and he tried everything in his power to close a deal. But folks
were too plumb scared to make an offer, even at rock-bottom prices. Milk Bottles She was just another poor,
bedraggled woman, struggling to feed her family. He saw them all the time, their faces careworn, and blank.
The Depression had created hundreds of them. He was one of the lucky ones who still had his grocery and
money coming in to feed his family Everyone in town knew the old log cabin back in the woods was haunted,
but Sam Gibb just laughed whenever folks talked about it. Finally, the blacksmith dared Sam Gibb to spend
the night in the haunted log cabin No bronco could throw him, no sir! Yep, it was that time he was up Kansas
way and decided to ride him a tornado. Piece By Piece There once was a crazy ghost over Poughkeepsie way
that got folks so plumb scared that nobody would stay more than one night in its house. It was a nice old place,
or was, until the ghost began making its presence known. It got so no one would enter the house, not even kids
on a dare, and you know what they are like! Charlie winced when his wife hit the wrong note on the piano for
the thirty-second time that day. We were going hiking along our favorite trail in the back of beyond. It was a
sunny day, but not too hot; a perfect day for hiking. Larry and I walked along the rugged path leading into the
woods, chatting off and on as the mood struck us Seeing an old, neglected house nearby, they went to the door
and tugged on the bell-pull. When no one answered, they looked through a nearby window whose shutter was
banging in the bitter wind. The window was broken. Through the window, they could see a library. The dust
lay heavy over everything The Headless Horseman One cold winter night, early in the New Year, a certain
Dutchman left the tavern in Tarrytown and started walking to his home in the hollow nearby. His path led next
to the old Sleepy Hollow cemetery where a headless Hessian soldier was buried. At midnight, the Dutchman
came within site of the graveyard Vampire Hermit She was nervous when her husband said they were to stay
in the abandoned house, for it contained the corpse of the hermit who once lived there, enshrined in a coffin in
the loft. It was an old custom and one no longer popular among the Iroquois people, but the hermit had
insisted upon it before his death. Wait Until Emmet Comes A preacher was riding to one of the churches on
his circuit when darkness fell. It was about to storm, and the only house nearby was an old mansion which was
reputed to be haunted. The preacher clutched his Bible and said:
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3: Short Stories for ESL students | www.enganchecubano.com
For the ESL writing class, this is a good model because it shows students how to use dialogue to drive the plot. Post
navigation Freshman ESL Conversation Spring, Week 3.

Every story is part of the literary canon and is suitable for deep reading and studying the usual story elements:
His brother, Sonny, is a jazz musician with a heroin problem. The public responds enthusiastically at first, but
eventually loses interest. She processes the news over the next hour, experiencing a range of emotions. A great
overview of the short story for the serious reader Cathedral Raymond Carver A woman and a blind man have
kept in contact for ten years, mailing tapes to each other. His wife, Norma Jean, supports them both by
working at a drugstore. The confinement has an added negative effect on her mental health, which she
documents in her journal. She had been a recluse, so the townspeople are curious about her and her house. The
narrator recounts episodes from her life. She likes to observe and listen to people, but she overhears something
that upsets her. The Necklace Guy De Maupassant Mathilde borrows a necklace from a rich friend to wear to a
party, but she loses it. His father wants him to be a responsible wage-earning family man when he grows up,
but Paul is drawn to a life of wealth and glamour, so he decides to go to New York. She encounters many
obstacles along the way. A couple takes him and locks him up on their property. The grandmother wants to go
to Tennessee instead, so she talks about an escaped murderer â€” The Misfit â€” who is suspected to be on his
way to Florida. The mob is broken up when they are warned of an approaching company of American
soldiers. Lawrence A middle-class woman, successful but perpetually short of money, lives with her two
children. He has vital information to communicate to his government, so he comes up with a plan: Scott
Fitzgerald Charlie, a businessman living in Prague, returns to Paris to get custody of his daughter, now living
with his sister-in-law. Charlie wasted a lot of money and used to drink heavily. Joyce Carol Oates A rebellious
fifteen-year-old girl encounters an older man in a parking lot. There are many other excellent short stories for
college students. This page is just a sampling of appropriate stories, offered as a starting point. Find short
stories aboutâ€¦.
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4: Stories for Students, English Stories, Short Stories
Free short stories for intermediate English learners, with grammar, comprehension, and dictation exercises, created for
ESL learners who want to practice reading, and listening as well.

Here are two suggestions. Assign reading homework to students. Half the students read Story A and the other
half read Story B. Next class, pair up students with different stories. Each student summarizes his or her story.
The summary should include a description of character, plot and setting. Encourage students to offer their own
views about the story. Why did the woman want to kill her husband? They show students what is possible in
terms of creative ideas and story organisation. But first, students need to notice these things. Assign a short
story as reading homework. Ask students to complete two tasks. Because they provide students with a clear
answer to the question: Get the answer in this delightful short story. Three features make it a great piece to
study with students in the ESL writing class. Writing in the third person, the author generates a lot of
descriptive detail by telling us what the main character is thinking. This is instructive because ESL students
often write stories driven by action rather than character reflection or over-simplified internal motivation. This
delightful story also demonstrates how a small clever twist can create an impactful ending. That, in itself, is
not bad; it just adds a small amount of text confusion. Pre-teaching a few of those words would probably go a
long way to aiding student comprehension. After Twenty Years by O. Henry words, high beginner A
straightforward plot with a terrific end. Before setting out on their respective journeys, they agree to meet up
again in twenty years. Well, that time has arrived and one man has returned to the agreed upon spot at the
agreed upon time. For the ESL writing class, this is a good model because it shows students how to use
dialogue to drive the plot.
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5: Short Stories for Middle and High School Students to Read Online | Owlcation
Numbers below the stories indicate reading grade level based on Fleisch-Kincaid Reading Scores " Short Stories for
ESL Students " by Harold I. Ames is licensed.

Read "Walter Mitty" 2, words 2. She overhears some remarks that upset her routine. Read "Miss Brill" 2,
words 3. Read "Luck" 1, words This verdict was a great surprise to me. If its subject had been Napoleon, or
Socrates, or Solomon, my astonishment could not have been greater. Two things I was well aware of:
Therefore I knew, beyond doubt or question, that the world was mistaken about this hero: So I meant to find
out, at a convenient moment, how the Reverend, all solitary and alone, had discovered the secret. The
merchant sells another product at a much higher price to make up for it. Read "The Chaser" 1, words 5. Read
"Snow" words 6. His family waits for him on the front porch, eager to know if the house will be lost. Read
"Home" words This story has a bit of a twist ending. It packs a great deal of meaning into a few words and
would allow for a lot of discussions. Read "Yours" words This story deals with friendship, identity, and
Hispanic culture. He tries to figure out what to do. Read "Grace Period" scroll down to exercise 2J; words
After looking around, she takes a dreamlike walk. He is captured and has a physical transformation inflicted
upon him as a prerequisite to meeting the queen. This story can be read as an allegory for the experiences of
Chinese immigrants in America. It could also represent the treatment of Chinese women or women in general
at different times. Read "On Discovery" words When he speaks to Zebras in their own language, they are
stunned; the cat takes the opportunity to tie up the zebras and kill them. This short fable illustrates the function
of the storyteller. Read "The Zebra Storyteller" words There are many paintings with an accompanying book
that describes them. The narrator focuses on a painting of a young woman and looks up the story of when she
modeled for the portrait. Read "Oval Portrait" 1, words The Chateau into which my valet had ventured to
make forcible entrance, rather than permit me, in my desperately wounded condition, to pass a night in the
open air, was one of those piles of commingled gloom and grandeur which have so long frowned among the
Appennines, not less in fact than in the fancy of Mrs. To all appearance it had been temporarily and very lately
abandoned. We established ourselves in one of the smallest and least sumptuously furnished apartments. It
rains and hails too much, ruining the crop, prompting Lencho to write a letter. This story has a humorous
ending. Read "A Letter to God" 1, words She quickly enters the show window, removes the mannequin, and
strikes its pose. Read "The Pose" 1, words Peretz Early every Friday morning, rabbi Nemirov vanishes. His
followers wonder where he goes and what he does. One of them decides to find out for sure. Read "If Not
Higher" 1, words He likes to make small connections with his charges and ask about their families. His
daughter gets left behind, but is rescued at the last minute by a young sailor. Read "The Blue Jar" 1, words
The man is comfortable with books and writing, but there is distance between him and his wife. My father was
a workman, a house painter. He did not rise in the world as I have done. I worked my way through college and
became an historian. We own this house in which I sit. This is my room in which I work. Already I have
written three histories of peoples. I have told how states were formed and battles fought. You may see my
books standing straight up on the shelves of libraries. They stand up like sentries. She tries to choose gifts with
more care. Nilson feels a bit peculiar. He takes a walk in the nearby gardens. He sees his neighbor, which
makes him feel awkward because they have never spoken. Read "The Japanese Quince" 1, words The couple
seated by her start asking about her background. Bill finds her conversation simplistic; she refuses to argue
anything. Lots of people come by to get the details, asking him if it was an accident. He keeps saying his
daughter was hungry, and she had been a lot lately. Read "Daughter" 1, words His wife starts talking about
being out of milk, and of a theater tour in New York. He talks about frying up some cattails and other things
they can do where they are. Read "Blackberries" words She learns some English words, eventually becoming
aware of the communist threat. Read "Snow" words It is about how school was in the old days. He and
Margie talk about how different school used to be with human teachers. Read "The Fun They Had" 1, words
This means a lot to the engineer. Read "The Far and the Near" 1, words Read "The Trout" He expects the
thief to return, so he prepares a surprise. Read "Ruthless" 1, words Outside, the woods lay in clear October
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sunlight: Inside, a man smiled grimly as he turned from the bathroom cabinet, entered the primitive living
room of his mountain camp, and crossed to a closet set in the pine wall. Somerset Maugham A servant meets
Death in a Baghdad marketplace and flees from him. Read "The Appointment in Samarra" words Ross Ivan is
known in his village as a timid, fearful man. One night he is challenged to cross the cemetery. Read "Cemetery
Path" words Valgardson Moved by childhood memories, a man leaves his own affluent neighborhood and
goes exploring. He ends up in a seedy area. Read "Identities" 1, words As she starts to head home she makes a
shocking discovery. Read "The Flowers" words Read "The Key Game" words Read "My Name" words In
English my name means hope. In Spanish it means too many letters. It means sadness, it means waiting. It is
like the number nine. It is the Mexican records my father plays on Sunday mornings when he is shaving, song
like sobbing. These short stories contain plenty of discussion points as well, and they are a great way to
introduce different styles of writing.
6: English Short Stories â€“ Simple and Illustrated
Oh, and One More Thing If you liked these fun stories, you'll love using FluentU in your classroom. FluentU takes
real-world videosâ€”like music videos, cartoons, documentaries and moreâ€”and turns them into personalized language
learning lessons for you and your students.

7: EFLshorts | Short stories for EFL learners by Scott Lauder and Walter McGregor
ESL short stories are a great way to consolidate all learning methods, such as listening, speaking, writing, and ESL
reading practice.. Besides, ESL stories can spice up your lesson and keep your students constantly engaged.

8: American Stories in Easy English / American Stories in VOA Special English (ESL/EFL)
Listen and Read Along - Text with Audio - For ESL Students - For Learning English.

9: ESL Yes 1, Free ESL Short Stories, Exercises, Audio
This page is dedicated to Short Stories and to those interested in reading light prose. Fewer and fewer people these
days read stories. This is unfortunate. So only the lucky few will experience the joy that reading such fine work can give.
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