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Comprehension The second level of academic performance in the study of economics is comprehension.
Where knowledge focuses on the acquisition of material, comprehension focuses on grasping the meaning of
material. In economics, the primary methods for demonstrating comprehension are 1 converting material from
one form into another e. Comprehension represents the lowest level of understanding within the scope of
economics. The following is an example of a comprehension type question that could appear on an economics
test. If Dell computers and HP computers are substitutes, then an increase in the price of Dell computers will
result in: An increase in demand for HP computers. Application The third level of academic performance in
the study of economics is application. An example of a application type question that could appear on an
economics test includes the following. The preceding Wall Street Journal article describes how a decrease in
automobile prices caused an increase in quantity sold. Analysis Analysis is the fourth and final level of
academic performance with respect to the study of economics. Analyis is the ability to break down material
including economic theory into its individual components in order to gain a better understanding of its overall
organizational structure. Analysis typically entails 1 identification of parts, 2 gaining an understanding of the
relationship s between parts, and 3 being able to identify the organizational principles and laws involved. An
example of an analysis type economics test question might include the following. A shortage of 20 units
would occur. Survival Strategies for Economics Even though economics is a social science, it can be as
difficult and demanding as any of the more challenging academic subjects, including math, chemistry, etc. To
do well in economics requires time, dedication, and good study habits. The following are study strategies,
techniques and habits for success in learning economics. Prepare assignments before attending class. Your
professor will most likely not cover all the assigned material presented in your text. As you read your
economics text, read for understanding. Start by spending minutes reading any outline or summary provided
for the assigned chapter. Try to identify and remember the main points of the chapter. Next, read the
introduction. The introduction usually provides a quick summary of the topics being covered and lists chapter
objectives. Read each topic one at a time. Make sure you understand the relationship between each topic in the
chapter. Most topics will be presented verbally, numerically tables , and visually graphs. After reading each
topic, you should be able to 1 remember the topic and important terms, 2 understand the material presented, 3
relate relevant terms to one another, and 4 relate each topic to the other topics covered in the chapter. Attend
all lectures and classes. Master material as you go. Economics is much like math in that it is a cumulatively
acquired subject. Gaining understanding in economics requires cumulative learning. Mastering what you
learned in class last week is necessary in order to understand what the professor and text are presenting today.
If you fall behind in your studies, it becomes increasingly difficult to understand the new principles and
concepts being introduced and covered. You must master each new concepts in terms of knowledge,
comprehension and application before you can master new material. Consequently, "cramming" simply does
not work for studying economics and preparing for exams. Your time in class should be dedicated to
comprehending and applying the economic concepts and principles being presented. The only way to make
this happen is to arrive at each lecture 1 having completed all readings and assignments and 2 with a basic
understanding of the topics being discussed. The notes you take in class should not include everything your
professor says. They should not include definitions and concepts that you already understand or that are
covered in detail in your text. Be very selective in what you include in your notes. Employ the "four"
classroom behaviors. Using class time to improve your ability to comprehend and apply economic concepts
requires the careful combination of four classroom behaviors â€” 1 listening, 2 asking questions, 3 responding
to questions, and 4 taking notes. In order to listen and ask questions, you must come to class prepared. Finally,
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take notes that clarify and supplement your knowledge of the concepts being discussed.
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Since you are probably not teaching study skills as a part of your class, students themselves will have to take
most of the responsibility for improving their overall skills. So how can you help a student determine where
help is needed? Guide students to resources available at your college and on the Internet. Provide students
with information resources for study skills development Include College resources in your syllabus. Your
class syllabus is an easy way to inform students of these resources. Provide links to online study skills
resources. For more immediate self-help, the Internet can be a valuable resource. Many sites have been
developed and maintained by colleges in support of their students. Try to avoid sites that are selling specific
products or services. You may download the checklist or use this printable version ; have students complete it
on the first day of class or encourage students to visit the website. Taking a few minutes in class to administer
or recommend non-threatening self surveys such as this one sends a clear message to students that 1. Study
skills are important to class success, and 2. Provide students with information resources for study skills
development. Encourage students to explore resources such as those identified below to improve their study
skills in the areas in which they need help. Some links contain categorized study skills resources available to
students online. To assist your students, you may duplicate and distribute to them a printable list of study skills
resources. Give students clear directions and frequent opportunities for progress assessment and feedback on
class work. Aside from helping students identify resources that improve overall study skills, you can help
them develop and use study strategies that support mastery of the content of your class. There are many
strategies you can use as a part of your class organization, presentation and interaction with your students that
will aid students in developing better study skills. Most of these Instructor Strategies take little or no
additional class time, but reinforce student behaviors necessary for good study skills. Create a well organized,
easy-to-read syllabus. If you need to give students a lot of information, do it in two stages. On the first day of
class, give students a one to two page sheet that summarizing the structure and requirements of the class. To
avoid overwhelming or confusing students, organize additional class information into manageable "chunks"
and distribute it at subsequent class meetings. Information on developing an effective syllabus is covered in
the section Building A Learner Centered Syllabus. Give students the learning objectives for every lesson.
Refer to these often in your class lectures and assignments. Make sure assignments and test items are
consistent with the specified learning objectives. Use a variety of teaching methods to address a wide range of
learning styles. As discussed in How People Learn , not all students learn best from lectures. Supplement
lectures with videos, audiotapes, group activities, community-based field trips, guest speakers, and
demonstrations. Generate weekly lesson content outlines from your lecture notes for distribution to students.
Leave ample white space on the outlines so students may take notes. If you use PowerPoint to organize your
lectures, you may print a convenient note taking aid for your students using this procedure. Encourage
students to ask questions; give them opportunities to process information through practice, discussion and
interaction. Early and often feedback gives you an opportunity to recommend resources and students an
opportunity to improve study habits before negative consequences. Assign peer study groups. Participation in
a peer study group is an effective and non-intimidating form of study. Study groups are based on the concept
that students learn more effectively in a cooperative peer environment with multidirectional information flow
and with little pressure. These are undoubtedly the most over used reasons students give for their study
failures. Here are some suggestions you can provide to students who state specific study problems.
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