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No bronco could throw him, no sir! Yep, it was that time he was up Kansas way and decided to ride him a
tornado. He had dozens of wives during his time. But his one true love was Slue-foot Sue. She was his first
wife - and she could ride almost as good as Bill himself Pecos Bill finds a Hard Outfit Well now, Texas jest
became too tame for Pecos Bill once he killed off all the bad men, so he struck out for New Mexico, looking
for a hard outfit. He asked an old trapper he met on the way where he could find a hard outfit, and the trapper
directed Bill to a place where the fellers bit nails in half for fun. But his durned fool hoss got its neck broke on
the way, and Bill found himself afoot Phantom Drummer Now when Colonel Howell of the British Army
chanced to meet the daughter of the wealthy farmer Jarrett, who owned land near Valley Forge, he fell
head-over-heels in love. Howell had a bit of a reputation as a womanizer, but it faded away after he met Ruth.
His betrothed was beautiful, strong, and healthy, but she just faded away before his eyes. He held her in his
arms as she gasped out her last breathe, and was inconsolable long after her body lay buried beside the Dismal
Swamp Phantom Train Wreck The passengers were grumpy and heavy-eyed as they boarded the train in
Salisbury during the early morning of August 27, The train was headed to Asheville, and the riders settled
into their seats and tried to catch a few more minutes of sleep Piece By Piece There once was a crazy ghost
over Poughkeepsie way that got folks so plumb scared that nobody would stay more than one night in its
house. It was a nice old place, or was, until the ghost began making its presence known. It got so no one would
enter the house, not even kids on a dare, and you know what they are like! Presumed Drowned In , the
Newfoundland sailed up to the Ice with a crew of men. On March 30th, seventy-seven men went out on the Ice
to kill seals. A mighty storm came up while the men were out, that lasted two days, and the men could not
make it back to the ship Cadillac, founder of Detroit, encountered the Nain Rouge while sitting on the bank of
the Detroit River. Round River Drive Well now Paul Bunyan scouted around the north woods of Wisconsin
for quite a while afore he found the perfect spot for his winter lumber camp. She was tougher than a grumpy
she-bear and faster than a wildcat with his tail on fire and sweeter than honey, so that even hornets would let
her use their nest for a Sunday-go-to-Meeting hat. We were going hiking along our favorite trail in the back of
beyond. It was a sunny day, but not too hot; a perfect day for hiking. Larry and I walked along the rugged path
leading into the woods, chatting off and on as the mood struck us Sasquatch and the Bear Take a look over at
this gravel bar on our left. You see where the gravel bar meets the tree line up there and how it forms those
shadows? Well, standing back there in those shadows was a big old Sasquatch. But, we had some people on
board who had never seen one, so we idled down to watch. Shadow Train A miner was on his way to Dos
Cabezas, where here heard there was good prospecting, when he found himself lost and alone in the flats just
north of the Dragoon Mountains. In the blistering sun of midday, his burro dropped dead from heatstroke and
the prospector knew that he would shortly follow if he did not find shelter and something to drink.
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Daniel Boone escorting settlers through the Cumberland Gap In the colonial era, before , the west was of high
priority for settlers and politicians. The American frontier began when Jamestown , Virginia was settled by the
English in In the earliest days of European settlement of the Atlantic coast, until about , the frontier was
essentially any part of the interior of the continent beyond the fringe of existing settlements along the Atlantic
coast. Only a few thousand French migrated to Canada; these habitants settled in villages along the St.
Lawrence River , building communities that remained stable for long stretches; they did not simply jump west
the way the British did. Although French fur traders ranged widely through the Great Lakes and mid-west
region they seldom settled down. French settlement was limited to a few very small villages such as
Kaskaskia, Illinois [8] as well as a larger settlement around New Orleans. Likewise, the Dutch set up fur
trading posts in the Hudson River valley, followed by large grants of land to rich landowning patroons who
brought in tenant farmers who created compact, permanent villages. They created a dense rural settlement in
upstate New York, but they did not push westward. These areas remained primarily in subsistence agriculture,
and as a result by the s these societies were highly egalitarian, as explained by historian Jackson Turner Main:
The typical frontier society therefore was one in which class distinctions were minimized. The wealthy
speculator, if one was involved, usually remained at home, so that ordinarily no one of wealth was a resident.
The class of landless poor was small. The great majority were landowners, most of whom were also poor
because they were starting with little property and had not yet cleared much land nor had they acquired the
farm tools and animals which would one day make them prosperous. Few artisans settled on the frontier
except for those who practiced a trade to supplement their primary occupation of farming. There might be a
storekeeper, a minister, and perhaps a doctor; and there were a number of landless laborers. All the rest were
farmers. North Carolina was representative. However frontier areas of that had good river connections were
increasingly transformed into plantation agriculture. Rich men came in, bought up the good land, and worked
it with slaves. The area was no longer "frontier". It had a stratified society comprising a powerful upper-class
white landowning gentry, a small middle-class, a fairly large group of landless or tenant white farmers, and a
growing slave population at the bottom of the social pyramid. Unlike the North, where small towns and even
cities were common, the South was overwhelmingly rural. Land ownership brought a degree of independence
as well as a vote for local and provincial offices. The typical New England settlements were quite compact and
smallâ€”under a square mile. Conflict with the Native Americans arose out of political issues, namely who
would rule. In the peace treaty of , France lost practically everything, as the lands west of the Mississippi river,
in addition to Florida and New Orleans, went to Spain. Otherwise lands east of the Mississippi River and what
is now Canada went to Britain. Steady migration to frontier lands[ edit ] Regardless of wars Americans were
moving across the Appalachians into western Pennsylvania, what is now West Virginia, and areas of the Ohio
Country , Kentucky and Tennessee. West of the mountains, settlements were curtailed briefly by a decree by
the Royal Proclamation of However the Treaty of Fort Stanwix re-opened most of the western lands for
frontiersmen to settle. Pioneers housed themselves in a rough lean-to or at most a one-room log cabin. The
main food supply at first came from hunting deer, turkeys, and other abundant game. Clad in typical frontier
garb, leather breeches, moccasins, fur cap, and hunting shirt, and girded by a belt from which hung a hunting
knife and a shot pouchâ€”all homemadeâ€”the pioneer presented a unique appearance. In a short time he
opened in the woods a patch, or clearing, on which he grew corn, wheat, flax, tobacco, and other products,
even fruit. Homespun clothing replaced the animal skins. Land policy[ edit ] The land policy of the new nation
was conservative, paying special attention to the needs of the settled East. By the s, however, the West was
filling up with squatters who had no legal deed, although they may have paid money to previous settlers. The
Jacksonian Democrats favored the squatters by promising rapid access to cheap land. By contrast, Henry Clay

Page 2

TALES OF TRAVELS WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI pdf
was alarmed at the "lawless rabble" heading West who were undermining the utopian concept of a
law-abiding, stable middle-class republican community. Rich southerners, meanwhile, looked for
opportunities to buy high-quality land to set up slave plantations. The Free Soil movement of the s called for
low-cost land for free white farmers, a position enacted into law by the new Republican Party in , offering free
acre 65 ha homesteads to all adults, male and female, black and white, native-born or immigrant. Map of the
Wilderness Road by After winning the Revolutionary War , American settlers in large numbers poured into
the west. In , American pioneers to the Northwest Territory established Marietta, Ohio as the first permanent
American settlement in the Northwest Territory. It was later lengthened to reach the Falls of the Ohio at
Louisville. The Wilderness Road was steep and rough, and it could only be traversed on foot or horseback, but
it was the best route for thousands of settlers moving into Kentucky. In alone, Indians killed over travelers on
the Wilderness Road. No Indians lived permanently in Kentucky [24] but they sent raiding parties to stop the
newcomers. Johnson , who later became Vice president The War of marked the final confrontation between
major Indian forces trying to stop the advance, with British aid. The British war goal included the creation of
an independent Indian state under British auspices in the Midwest. The death in battle of the Indian leader
Tecumseh dissolved the coalition of hostile Indian tribes. In general the frontiersmen battled the Indians with
little help from the U. Army or the federal government. They rejected the British plan to set up an Indian state
in U. They explained the American policy toward acquisition of Indian lands: The United States, while
intending never to acquire lands from the Indians otherwise than peaceably, and with their free consent, are
fully determined, in that manner, progressively, and in proportion as their growing population may require, to
reclaim from the state of nature, and to bring into cultivation every portion of the territory contained within
their acknowledged boundaries. In thus providing for the support of millions of civilized beings, they will not
violate any dictate of justice or of humanity; for they will not only give to the few thousand savages scattered
over that territory an ample equivalent for any right they may surrender, but will always leave them the
possession of lands more than they can cultivate, and more than adequate to their subsistence, comfort, and
enjoyment, by cultivation. If this be a spirit of aggrandizement, the undersigned are prepared to admit, in that
sense, its existence; but they must deny that it affords the slightest proof of an intention not to respect the
boundaries between them and European nations, or of a desire to encroach upon the territories of Great
Britain. Then when population reached , the territory applied for statehood. Louis, Missouri was the largest
town on the frontier, the gateway for travel westward, and a principal trading center for Mississippi River
traffic and inland commerce but remained under Spanish control until The Louisiana Purchase of [ edit ]
Thomas Jefferson thought of himself as a man of the frontier and was keenly interested in expanding and
exploring the West. Between and the s, the federal government purchased the actual land from the Indian
tribes then in possession of it. Additional sums were paid to the Indians living east of the Mississippi for their
lands, as well as payments to Indians living in parts of the west outside the Louisiana Purchase. He charged
Lewis and Clark to "explore the Missouri River, and such principal stream of it, as, by its course and
communication with the waters of the Pacific Ocean; whether the Columbia, Oregon, Colorado or any other
river may offer the most direct and practicable communication across the continent for the purposes of
commerce". By , Astor had taken over independent traders to create a profitable monopoly; he left the
business as a multi-millionaire in
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His parents met when his father moved to Missouri , and they were married in Orion â€” , Henry â€” , and
Pamela â€” His sister Margaret â€” died when Twain was three, and his brother Benjamin â€” died three years
later. His brother Pleasant Hannibal died at three weeks of age. His father was an attorney and judge, who died
of pneumonia in , when Twain was Louis , and Cincinnati , joining the newly formed International
Typographical Union , the printers trade union. He educated himself in public libraries in the evenings, finding
wider information than at a conventional school. Pilot was the grandest position of all. The pilot, even in those
days of trivial wages, had a princely salary â€” from a hundred and fifty to two hundred and fifty dollars a
month, and no board to pay. The pilot had to: Bixby took Twain on as a cub pilot to teach him the river
between New Orleans and St. Twain studied the Mississippi, learning its landmarks, how to navigate its
currents effectively, and how to read the river and its constantly shifting channels, reefs, submerged snags, and
rocks that would "tear the life out of the strongest vessel that ever floated". Henry was killed on June 21, ,
when their steamboat Pennsylvania exploded. Twain claimed to have foreseen this death in a dream a month
earlier, [22]: He continued to work on the river and was a river pilot until the Civil War broke out in , when
traffic was curtailed along the Mississippi River. At the start of hostilities, he enlisted briefly in a local
Confederate unit. He later wrote the sketch " The Private History of a Campaign That Failed ", describing how
he and his friends had been Confederate volunteers for two weeks before disbanding. Twain describes the
episode in his book Roughing It. Nye in , and Twain joined him when he moved west. The brothers traveled
more than two weeks on a stagecoach across the Great Plains and the Rocky Mountains , visiting the Mormon
community in Salt Lake City. Joe Goodman; party at Gov. He may have been romantically involved with the
poet Ina Coolbrith. A year later, he traveled to the Sandwich Islands present-day Hawaii as a reporter for the
Sacramento Union. His letters to the Union were popular and became the basis for his first lectures. He wrote
a collection of travel letters which were later compiled as The Innocents Abroad It was on this trip that he met
fellow passenger Charles Langdon, who showed him a picture of his sister Olivia. Twain later claimed to have
fallen in love at first sight. The couple lived in Buffalo, New York , from to He owned a stake in the Buffalo
Express newspaper and worked as an editor and writer. They had three daughters: Susy â€” , Clara â€” , [36]
and Jean â€” Library of Twain House , with hand-stenciled paneling, fireplaces from India, embossed
wallpaper, and hand-carved mantel from Scotland Twain moved his family to Hartford, Connecticut, where he
arranged the building of a home starting in Also, he smoked cigars constantly, and Susan did not want him to
do so in her house. Twain wrote many of his classic novels during his 17 years in Hartford â€” and over 20
summers at Quarry Farm. Love of science and technology Twain in the lab of Nikola Tesla , early Twain was
fascinated with science and scientific inquiry. Twain patented three inventions, including an "Improvement in
Adjustable and Detachable Straps for Garments" to replace suspenders and a history trivia game. This type of
historical manipulation became a trope of speculative fiction as alternate histories. Part of the footage was
used in The Prince and the Pauper , a two-reel short film. It is the only known existing film footage of Twain.
He invested mostly in new inventions and technology, particularly in the Paige typesetting machine. It was a
beautifully engineered mechanical marvel that amazed viewers when it worked, but it was prone to
breakdowns. Webster and Company , which enjoyed initial success selling the memoirs of Ulysses S. Fewer
than copies were sold. Twain, Olivia, and their daughter Susy were all faced with health problems, and they
believed that it would be of benefit to visit European baths. During that period, Twain returned four times to
New York due to his enduring business troubles. Rogers first made him file for bankruptcy in April , then had
him transfer the copyrights on his written works to his wife to prevent creditors from gaining possession of
them. The first part of the itinerary took him across northern America to British Columbia , Canada, until the
second half of August. For the second part, he sailed across the Pacific Ocean. His scheduled lecture in
Honolulu , Hawaii had to be canceled due to a cholera epidemic. His three months in India became the
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centerpiece of his page book Following the Equator. In the second half of July , he sailed back to England,
completing his circumnavigation of the world begun 14 months before. Clara had wished to study the piano
under Theodor Leschetizky in Vienna. Jonas Henrik Kellgren, a Swedish osteopathic practitioner in Belgravia.
Coming back in fall, they continued the treatment in London, until Twain was convinced by lengthy inquiries
in America that similar osteopathic expertise was available there. In the late s, he spoke to the Savage Club in
London and was elected an honorary member. He was told that only three men had been so honored, including
the Prince of Wales , and he replied: The reason for the Ottawa visit had been to secure Canadian and British
copyrights for Life on the Mississippi. In , Twain began his autobiography in the North American Review. He
was resistant initially, but he eventually admitted that four of the resulting images were the finest ones ever
taken of him. The dozen or so members ranged in age from 10 to He exchanged letters with his "Angel Fish"
girls and invited them to concerts and the theatre and to play games. It is coming again next year, and I expect
to go out with it. The Almighty has said, no doubt: He has made an enduring part of American literature. The
Langdon family plot is marked by a foot monument two fathoms, or "mark twain" placed there by his
surviving daughter Clara. He expressed a preference for cremation for example, in Life on the Mississippi ,
but he acknowledged that his surviving family would have the last word. Please improve it by verifying the
claims made and adding inline citations. Statements consisting only of original research should be removed.
March Learn how and when to remove this template message Mark Twain in his gown scarlet with grey
sleeves and facings for his D. At mid-career, he combined rich humor, sturdy narrative, and social criticism in
Huckleberry Finn. He was a master of rendering colloquial speech and helped to create and popularize a
distinctive American literature built on American themes and language. Many of his works have been
suppressed at times for various reasons. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has been repeatedly restricted in
American high schools, not least for its frequent use of the word " nigger ",[ citation needed ] which was in
common usage in the pre-Civil War period in which the novel was set. Researchers rediscovered published
material as recently as and Clemens, your lecture was magnificent. It was eloquent, moving, sincere. Never in
my entire life have I listened to such a magnificent piece of descriptive narration. It is a sin you must never
commit again. You closed a most eloquent description, by which you had keyed your audience up to a pitch of
the intensest interest, with a piece of atrocious anti-climax which nullified all the really fine effect you had
produced. Click on historical marker and interior view. It was in these days that Twain became a writer of the
Sagebrush School ; he was known later as the most notable within the genre. After a burst of popularity, the
Sacramento Union commissioned him to write letters about his travel experiences. The first journey that he
took for this job was to ride the steamer Ajax on its maiden voyage to the Sandwich Islands Hawaii. All the
while, he was writing letters to the newspaper that were meant for publishing, chronicling his experiences with
humor. These letters proved to be the genesis to his work with the San Francisco Alta California newspaper,
which designated him a traveling correspondent for a trip from San Francisco to New York City via the
Panama isthmus. In , he published his second piece of travel literature, Roughing It, as an account of his
journey from Missouri to Nevada, his subsequent life in the American West , and his visit to Hawaii. The book
lampoons American and Western society in the same way that Innocents critiqued the various countries of
Europe and the Middle East. His next work was The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today , his first attempt at writing
a novel. The book is also notable because it is his only collaboration, written with his neighbor Charles Dudley
Warner. Old Times on the Mississippi was a series of sketches published in the Atlantic Monthly in featuring
his disillusionment with Romanticism. Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn This section needs additional
citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced
material may be challenged and removed. The Prince and the Pauper was not as well received, despite a
storyline that is common in film and literature today. The book tells the story of two boys born on the same
day who are physically identical, acting as a social commentary as the prince and pauper switch places. Twain
had started Adventures of Huckleberry Finn which he consistently had problems completing [78] and had
completed his travel book A Tramp Abroad , which describes his travels through central and southern Europe.
Some have called it the first Great American Novel, and the book has become required reading in many
schools throughout the United States. Huckleberry Finn was an offshoot from Tom Sawyer and had a more
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Gunslingers robbing banks and trains. Cowboys on long cattle drives. Gold and silver rushes. But every time
period has its strange stories, and the Wild West is no different. Elmer McCurdy is not exactly a household
name. Neither did his status as one of the last real Wild West outlaws, killed in a shootout with the law. As
one of the crew members moved a dummy, its arm fell offâ€”revealing that the dummy was actually a
mummy. McCurdy, specifically, as an autopsy later revealed. In fact, he was a carnival owner. Carnivals did a
brisk trade in outlaw corpses to attract crowds in the early days of the 20th century. It was later reported to be
a weather balloon and even later a nuclear spying apparatus , but by then the concept of flying saucers and
government conspiracy theories were well-entrenched in the American imagination. Not by a long shot. Long
before close encounters with off-planet visitors offered relief from the tensions of the Cold War, two men
from Lodi, California reported an attempted abduction by three alien strangers in Shaw and Camille Spooner
were traveling from the small town of Lodi to the Fresno Citrus Fair when, they said, they came across three
beings that were, well, not human. They were reportedly seven feet tall and very slender. According to Shaw,
the aliens tried to abduct the two men , but Shaw and Spooner were much too heavy to kidnap. Their attempt
was foiled, and the three beings leapt back into their spaceship and left. Lodi resident John Callahan, who is
writing a book about the encounter, has tracked down later incidents of UFO sightings in the area. He shares
some of his research, including the original news story by Col. A year later, Texas residents reported a strange
sight: Cigar-shaped airships oddly similar to Col. Then, one of these crafts crash-landed outside Aurora,
Texas. In , Mary Evans, who lived in Aurora at the time of the crash, shared her memories with a reporter.
That was years before we had any regular airplanes or other kind of airships. In the same story, one physics
professor shared that iron had been found near the purported crash siteâ€”iron that did not display the usual
magnetic properties of the metal. Did either story really involve aliens? UFO fans have been searching for the
alien gravesite in Aurora for decades now with no luckâ€”though they have not been permitted to exhume
what they believe is a likely grave , either. The tales may show nothing more than that cowboys believed in
alien encounters, too. Or that the thirst for adventure that took many to the Wild West was directed outward, to
the skies, as cities grew. Dig deep enough in the western United States, and you have a decent chance of
finding a fossil. From ichthyosaurs in Nevada to an apatosaurus in Colorado , relics from earlier epochs dot
the West. The creature two cowboys claimed to have bagged near Tombstone, Arizona in April was reportedly
very much alive before they met it. The head, as near as they could judge, was about eight feet long, the jaws
being thickly set with strong, sharp teeth. A photo of the supposed thunderbird, which resembled a prehistoric
pterodactyl, was also taken. The story was likely a hoax, and the photo was almost certainly fake. While there
are claims the photo was printed with the original article, it was not; the first mention of it appears in When
Edward Fitzgerald Beale, a Texan war veteran, saw how poorly horses fared in the deserts of the Southwest,
he suggested importing camels. It was in that the idea first took off, under then-Secretary of War Jefferson
Davis. Two years later, the U. But with the Civil War looming on the horizon, U. Congress was not inclined to
pay for still more camels. Mule breeders fought the idea, too. And when the fighting broke out, Confederate
forces captured the Texas herd and let most of the camels loose. The camels really were exceptionally suited
to the desert. And most cowboys had never seen the beasts, meaning that as they roamed Arizona and New
Mexico until the late s, they spawned a lot of strange tales. Take, for example, the Red Ghost. Settlers
described it as a terrifying beast with some terrifying rider strapped to its back. According to a Smithsonian
article, legend said the ghost took down a bear and could disappear into thin air. But when the Red Ghost was
finally caught, it was not by a hardy cowhand who tracked it through the desert, but by a rancher who shot the
beast in his tomato patch. All of the camels were eventually captured or killed, and the last feral camel, Topsy,
died in a Los Angeles zoo in There are whole lists of these spots located throughout the United States, but
especially in the Old West. The most famous of these is probably the Lost Dutchman Mine. But he died before
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he could tell any of them the precise location. Since then, the mine has become legendary. People spend their
vacations searching for the Lost Dutchman. Sales of maps purporting to lead to the mine were once bustling.
False discoveries have been made. But the Lost Dutchman and the other missing mines have never been
found. But if those that did are ever found, somebody is going to make a lot of money. Their Wrongs and
Claims: It was many hundred years ago. They used to waylay my people and kill and eat them. They pleaded
with the red-haired people to give up eating flesh, but got no answer, and burned the barbarians to death. The
Paiute story sounds like a folk tale, and most likely is. For example, in her account, Hopkins never calls the
cannibals giants. That aspect came later, added to the legend sometime between her book in and the discovery
of human remains by guano miners in a cave in Lovelock, Nevada in Many of the artifacts recovered by the
miners during that excavation disappeared, which may be how legends that the miners found the skeletons of
giants sprung up. Even respected newspapers like the Los Angeles Times have reprinted the story that the
miners found 7-foot mummies as fact. The mining town on the border of California and Nevada was founded
in and abandoned in the s, when mining in the region dried up. The state of California took it over and turned
it into a park in â€”and tourists have been stealing artifacts ever since. Many of the artifacts taken from the
town are later returned. Rangers at the park regularly receive letters from people who claim to have stolen an
item , only to have their luck turn sour. Tourists who have taken historical items report that their luck went
sharply downhill after the thefts. They attributed car accidents, unemployment, chronic illness, and more to
the Bodie Curse. In , rangers reported people driving from as far as San Francisco, a six-hour trip, to return
items to the exact place they were taken from. One visitor even stopped to return a nail that punctured her tire
as she drove through the town. Visitors to the town have reported seeing strange lights and hearing spectral
music. Is Bodie really haunted or cursed?
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