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1: Project MUSE - The Paradox of Tar Heel Politics
The diversity in politics is growing wider as a large number of women set the trend for running for office, bringing a fresh
perspective and new dimensions to the world of politics. 9/20/ pm.

Armed men in red shirts disrupted political rallies. Regional newspapers reported that the wife of George
Henry White, the last Black congressman from the Reconstruction era, had received a shipment of rifles.
Citizens were pulled from their homes and whipped. The election was a landslide for the Democratic Party in
North Carolina, ushering in a seventy-year era of domination in state politics. But progressivism and populism
were not dead. Christensen, a thirty-four-year veteran writer and political columnist at the News and Observer
in Raleigh, investigates the deep ambivalence North Carolina voters have shown toward supporting purely
racist politics. Concentrating his focus on the upper level of state politics, the battles for the offices of
governor and senator, Christensen explains the see-saw of Tar Heel sentiments. After the election, the
Republican Party, which strongly identified with the Radical Reconstruction and the Civil War, was driven
from power. Two wings of the Democratic Party developed. The conservative wing concentrated its efforts on
disenfranchising black voters by passing literacy tests that changed at the discretion of the poll workers to
ensure a suppression of the black vote, stopping union organizing and government expansion, and opposing
federal intervention like integration. The progressive wing focused its efforts on attracting industry and raising
taxes to fund education, pave roads, and supply electricity to rural populations. Both wings supported racial
segregation right up until the Lyndon Johnson beat the Barry Goldwater in and went on to pass the Civil
Rights Act the next year. Frank Rouse, Republican Party chairperson in the s said: That is not a supposition.
That is a fact. Christensen thoroughly covers his topic and lets the North Carolina high-office seekers reflect
the mass organizing that occurred for civil rights, union rights, and education throughout the country.
Reviewed by Deirdre Sinnott April 14, Disclosure: This article is not an endorsement, but a review. The
author of this book provided free copies of the book to have their book reviewed by a professional reviewer.
No fee was paid by the author for this review. Foreword Reviews only recommends books that we love.
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The UNC Institute of Politics welcomes new fellows who aim to engage UNC community. By Jessica Snouwaert. The
UNC Institute of Politics welcomes two new fellows June Atkinson and Robert Orr to campus.

Additional Information In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Helms and Hunt, the two
men who dominated Tar Heel politics during the last three decades of the twentieth century, had learned to
accommodate and perhaps even appreciate one another since their bitter Senate race in Both men had aged
since they were first elected to statewide political office in Helms, nearing the end of his fifth term in the
Senate, hobbled along with the aid of a walker. But the machine broke apart in the mids. The days of the
Democratic machinesâ€”with their courthouse bossesâ€” had long gone. Democratic dynasty makers such as
Furnifold Simmons and O. Max Gardner could determine who would sit in the Executive Mansion, but Hunt,
a one-man dynasty, could not. Nor would he try to pick a successor. The Republicans and Democrats took
different paths as they moved forward without Helms and Hunt. The Democrats made the generational shift,
becoming the first party to choose members of the postâ€”World II, baby-boom generation to lead their party.
But both parties struggled to fill the shoes of their former luminaries. The health of Helms, the aging gray
eminence of the conservative movement , was becoming increasingly precarious. Following one of the closest
presidential races in American history in , President Bush had only a oneseat Republican majority in the
Senate. When Helms, who was in declining health, announced his retirement in August , the White House had
already lined up Elizabeth Dole as his replacement. Dole had held two cabinet postsâ€”secretary of
transportation under President Reagan and secretary of labor under the first President George Bush. She had
worked in the White House under four presidents. Both she and her husband had run for president. Beyond her
resume, Dole possessed the good looks and charm of the former Duke University beauty queen that she was.
Wherever Dole campaignedâ€”at the state fair, at small-town restaurants, or at country clubsâ€”she was
mobbed by well-wishers and autograph seekers. Not even Helms or Hunt drew You are not currently
authenticated. View freely available titles:
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Paul Luebke's Tar Heel Politics is the best book ever written about modern North Carolina politics. Whether Democrat,
Republican, or independent, anyone interested in understanding competitive, two-party politics in the South should read
this subtle and fascinating bookMerle Black, Emory University.

The paper was later renamed The Daily Tar Heel. In its early years as a colony, North Carolina settlements
became an important source of the naval stores of tar, pitch, and turpentine, especially for the British navy. Tar
and pitch were largely used to paint the bottom of wooden British ships both to seal the ship and to prevent
shipworms from damaging the hull. The vast production of tar from North Carolina led many, including Walt
Whitman , to give the derisive nickname of "Tarboilers" to the residents of North Carolina. During this time,
the nickname Tar Heel was a pejorative, but starting around , the term began to be used as a source of pride.
River fording by General Cornwallis[ edit ] According to this legend, the troops of British General Cornwallis
during the American Revolutionary War were fording what is now known as the Tar River between Rocky
Mount and Battleboro when they discovered that tar had been dumped into the stream to impede the crossing
of British soldiers. When they finally got across the river, they found their feet completely black with tar.
Thus, the soldiers observed that anyone who waded through North Carolina rivers would acquire "tar heels.
After the battle, supporting troops asked the victorious North Carolinians: What is he going to do with it? The
joke circulating around at the beginning of the war went something like: The 4th Texas Infantry lost its flag at
Sharpsburg. As they were passing by the 6th North Carolina a few days afterward, the Texans called out, "Tar
Heels! During the late unhappy war between the States it [North Carolina] was sometimes called the "Tar-heel
State," because tar was made in the State, and because in battle the soldiers of North Carolina stuck to their
bloody work as if they had tar on their heels, and when General Lee said, "God bless the Tar-heel boys," they
took the name. Lowrance, who wrote the following on February 6, while in Pender County , southeastern
North Carolina: Preston of Columbia, S. Before the 60th Regiment from North Carolina, Preston praised them
for advancing farther than he had anticipated, concluding with: Indeed, you Tar Heels have done well. In it, he
states: I cannot say fellow soldiers, because I am not a soldier, nor fellow citizens, because we do not live in
this state; so I have concluded to call you fellows Tar Heels. Sherman at the end of the Civil War. As a part of
his report on North Carolina, Powers described the pine woods of the state and the making of turpentine. He
had been a cavalry sergeant, wore his hat on the side of his head, and had an exceedingly confidential manner.
Vance, trying to persuade the government to pay one of his constituents, J. Clendenin, for building a road,
described Clendenin in glowing phrases, concluding with: The new justice was described as "a younger
brother of our respected townsman, David Turner, Esq. Hancock of Raleigh wrote Sen. Marion Butler on
January 20, , to commend him for his efforts to obtain pensions for Confederate veterans. This was an action,
Hancock wrote, "we Tar Heels, or a large majority of us, do most heartily commend.
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Additional Information In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Stepping off a special train
that took him from his home in Goldsboro to his new residence in Raleigh was Charles Brantley Aycock, a
forty-one-year-old attorney and the newly elected governor. A carriage pulled by four plumed white horses
carried Aycock and his family from the station to the Capitol. Crowds lined Martin and Fayetteville Streets to
catch a sight of the new governor, with cheering men doffing their hats and women waving their
handkerchiefs as he passed by. Atop a bunting-draped platform on the east side of the Capitol, Aycock took
the oath of office. An old man held up a white supremacy banner and a young boy held a white rooster, the
symbol of the Democratic Party. Small boys sat on the second-floor balcony, their legs dangling over the edge.
The populists were for all practical purposes dead. The Republicans were to be vanquished from power for
generations. Blacks were no longer a factor. And white Democrats were beginning seventy-two years of
uninterrupted rule in North Carolina. The political mold was cast for most of the twentieth century. Aycock
was the man of the hour. But the man behind the new governor was Furnifold McLendel Simmons, a
forty-sevenyear -old New Bern attorney who for the next thirty years would be a U. Max Gardner, who would
later found his own political dynasty, could not get elected governor until he made his peace with the old man.
Simmons controlled state politics with a potent organization that extended into every rural crossroads and mill
village. He had a keen sense of what motivated voters, often engaging in raw racial demagoguery. And
according to his contemporaries, he and his political operatives had few qualms about stealing an election if
necessary. The question of race, as far as the Democratic leadership was concerned, was a settled question:
African Americans were to be second-class citizens. The Simmons Machine was a ruthless, antireform
organization that loved to thump the Bible in public but had few reservations about stealing an election behind
closed doors. It reflected the social conservatism of the countryside: But at the same time, the Simmons
Machine oversaw an era of business progressivism, as North Carolina began moving away from agriculture
and toward textile, furniture, and cigarette factories that would make the state the most industrialized in the
South. While the Democratic Party may have reached a consensus on white You are not currently
authenticated. View freely available titles:
5: Tar Heel Politics: Myths and Realities - Paul Luebke - Google Books
Behind the candidates, campaigns, policies, and events of Tar Heel politics is North Carolina's political cultureâ€”a term
scholars use to describe the combination of ideas, attitudes, values, and beliefs that shape a people's orientation to
society in general and politics in.

6: Review of The Paradox of Tar Heel Politics () â€” Foreword Reviews
Offering an insightful analysis of North Carolina political trends and personalities, Paul Luebke moves beyond the usual
labels of Republican and Democrat, conservative and liberal.

7: Tar Heel Politics by Paul Luebke
The Paradox of Tar Heel Politics has 75 ratings and 18 reviews. Kam said: Pretty interesting read, especially for
someone who grew up in the state, study.
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