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1: Effective teaching: 10 tips on what works and what doesnâ€™t | Teacher Network | The Guardian
This is the final video in support of The Religion Teacher's Guide to Lesson Planning, the free ebook available here at
The Religion www.enganchecubano.com these two video tutorials I provide a framework for choosing teaching
strategies and activities.

In contrast, children are not yet conditioned to refrain from sharing what they think or asking what they want
to know. Earlier on than most people realize, children become aware of and intrigued by the difference in the
way people look and behave. In fact, Phyllis A. Katz, while a professor at the University of Colorado, found
babies as young as six-months of age stared significantly longer at photographs of adults who were of a
different color than their parents. The research evidence clearly indicates that children notice differences in
race, ability, family composition and a multitude of other factors. Their questions are attempts to make sense
of those observations so they can make sense of their own world. As a parent, I know that children tend to ask
the most challenging questions at the most inconvenient times. Rather than trying to quiet your child which
implies there is something wrong with the other person or with asking questions take these opportunities to
help your child understand and respect differences and similarities among those in your community. Provide
brief, objective responses to their questions. In so doing, you will provide your child with personally
meaningful information and also introduce concepts from anthropology, history, religion, geography, etc.
Teaching your children words in the native language s of your family is a personal way to introduce them to
different cultures, as well as family history. There are an abundance of apps that translate and speak words in
different languages that can support this effort. Visit your library for books such as: Exposure to other cultures
brings personal meaning. Here are more hands-on activities you can try: Expose your children to foods from
different cultures, like classic pork and cabbage dumplings or kimchi. Since museums can be overwhelming
for young children it helps to talk with your child about what you will see, what she wants to learn and then
focus on that part of the museum especially if the museum is large. The most powerful role model. This
perspective focuses on the positive characteristics of a person and her abilities, what that person is able to do
or does as compared to what he cannot and how differences make our world a better place. By helping your
child understand and respect similarities and differences, you will help him realize he is a wonderfully unique
person among many other wonderfully unique people on this earth. Proceeds from the sale of books purchased
at Amazon. The Diverse World of the Child. Follow her on Twitter TirrellCorbin. You Might Also Like.
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2: A Teacherâ€™s Guide to Discussing Religion in the Classroom | Matthew Yellin | First Things
7 tips for new religion teachers July 26, Â· Filed Under: Best of faith, religion, theology Â· So, you finished that theology
degree that everyone rolled their eyes at, and you've found the holy grail: gainful employment in your field.

Summers are always a great time here. I also get to meet and talk to first-year teachers enrolled in the ACE
Service through Teaching program. As they were leaving Notre Dame and heading to their first jobs as
teachers, it got me thinking, what would be the one piece of advice I would give to myself years ago before
my first year as a teacher or catechist? There is no question in my mind, the number-one piece of advice I have
to give first-year religious educators is. In fact, this is a good advice for any teacher whether you are just
starting out or moving on to your second, third, fourth, or even fifth year of teaching. The only way to really
learn and improve at anything is to fail. Christ died on the cross and rose again. The disciples constantly failed
to listen and understand the message of Jesus, which prepared them for their ministry after his death and
resurrection. They knew the struggle, they knew defeat, and they knew what it meant to be successful. Turning
Failure into Success Here are a few ways that you can turn failure into a productive learning experience as
quickly as possible: Study other teachers and test out their techniques. You have a specific personality and
approach to teaching that will always be unique to you. As you progress in your career, you will start to take
on a style that is uniquely your own. Like clothes in the outlet mall, you have to try things on to see if they fit.
Think outside the box. Veteran teachers tend to dismiss new ideas and approaches to education. It is easy for
us to get set in our ways. Most of us feel there is a certain way of doing things that is the only way to do them.
When you are just starting out, it is your chance to do unconventional things and learn from them. Not all of
them will work, in fact, most of them will fail, but you will be creating a repertoire of techniques that will
make your classes unique and engaging experiences years down the line. Use resources and approaches to
teaching that you can rely on to be effective. For example, if you use some of the activity pack resources at
The Religion Teacher i.
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3: Christian Teachers Training Tips & Resources for Church Education Ministry
Teachers, as I observed while reporting on Modesto for my book, spent part of the unit emphasizing respect when
talking about another religion. Don't say, "Gee, that sounds so weird," in.

In one example, the bullying was based on religion. After all, we have separation of Church and state in our
schools. As a teacher of Global History and U. Government to public high school students, religion is an
explicit part of my curriculum. Not only is discussing religion in public schools allowed, it is actually
mandated by my curriculum. This is not only a misreading of the law, it warps educational practice.
Instruction about religion becomes the moment where good teachers in good classrooms shut down real
inquiry for fear of addressing the whys and hows. Religions, in this closed discussion, become fact-bundles.
For students being prepared for the New York State Regents, for example, Judaism, is typically presented as
just three things: Students are told to memorize these, not to discuss their validity or question their effect on
societies. The impact of this is deeply felt. If religion is the one area of the curriculum that teachers are afraid
to teach using inquiry and discussion, it will be the one that students will feel is boring or unimportant.
Further, this can alienate students on a personal level. When a class is told to memorize three central Hindu
gods, what place is there for a Hindu student whose local temple actually worships many more or different
deities? There are practices my colleagues and have used that can attack this problem head-on. The most
obvious and simple is to teach religious topics in as open a format as one teaches other topics. Further,
teachers can remember that the Establishment Clause, though it places some limits on teacher practice, places
almost none on students. Thus, allowing students a space to discuss their own beliefs is not just legal but,
considering nearly all research on adolescent development, advisable. Finally, studying religion with as much
depth as issues such as race, class, and gender allows students to glimpse its complexity. Thus, students can
gain a deeper understanding of a religion by analyzing primary sources and personal stories in which religion
plays a role. Frequent open discussions of hard issues can help acclimate students to these talks before
controversial conversations on religion arise. And as always, teachers must use their discretion to determine
when it is worth some level of student discomfort to push forward an academic conversation and when that
conversation carries the risk of damaging classroom culture and student comfort beyond simple repair. I am
not arguing for advocating religion in public schools. In fact, I think some of the importance of fostering
discussion of religion in schools is to help students understand its flaws as well as its beauty. I am, however, a
believer in good teaching and in giving students the tools and opportunities to think deeply about important
questions. Public school teachers have the power to tear down these walls and to use religious topics to help us
better understand ourselves and each other.
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4: Teaching Methods
Jared Dees is the creator of The Religion Teacher and the author of 31 Days to Becoming a Better Religious Educator,
To Heal, Proclaim, and Teach, Praying the Angelus, and the new book, Christ in the Classroom.

Teaching Online - What Does it Take? This week I am hosting guest blog posts. This one is from Nik
Peachey. As the market for online tutoring and particularly for online English lessons continues to grow at
rapid pace, it seems inevitable that eventually all teachers will be expected to be able to deliver some elements
of their classes online. So what do you need to get started? Nowadays, the kind of headset you get with the
average smartphone will usually be good enough for the job. The next thing you need is a good broadband
internet connection. If your home connection struggles, then there are a few things you can do to help it along.
Once you have the equipment side of things sorted you also need to find a suitable place to do it. This needs to
be quiet, well lit and have a suitable looking background. When you set up your webcam try to make sure it is
on eye level with your face and you look directly towards it. Ideally they should be able to see from above
your head and down to your elbows. This will give you a reasonable space to work in and help them
understand some of the non verbal elements of communication. One of the hardest challenges most teachers
have when moving from the physical classroom to the online classroom, is the lack of visual space. In the
classroom we have lots of space to move around play with the proximity to our students, mime, make
exaggerated gestures and generally move around. Practice in front of the camera and see what the best
distance away is to give yourself a bit more space. See how you can use hand gestures within that space.
Examine the impact that moving in closer to the camera can have, or putting your hands closer to the camera.
In time you can develop a whole new repertoire body language and communication gestures. The other things
you need are a platform for the delivery of you courses and some content to deliver. I have been working with
the iTeach. The ability to sync video across the class so that you can watch video from YouTube during the
online classes, and it also provides an LMS with content creation tools so you can build in asynchronous
elements to your courses for independent study or flipping your online classroom. The last problem is content.
This is a great tool for creating all kinds of dynamic web-based content. This is an example of one of the
lessons I developed using it. Well, I hope this helps you to get started on your online teaching route and that
you enjoy picking up some new skills along the way. Nik Peachey is an award winning materials writer and
course developer. He has been involved in education since and delivers conference presentations and
workshops for teachers all over the world.
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5: 50 Tips, Tricks and Ideas for Teaching Gifted Students - WeAreTeachers
These three approaches to teaching about religion can help clarify some of these questions and guide you in
successfully including religion in your teaching: The Historical Approach. This approach is commonly used by social
studies teachers.

Alamy The question of what makes a great teacher has been around for a long time. The Sutton Trust has
published a report that reviews the research into effective teaching , finding that popular practices, such as
lavishing praise on students or allowing them to discover key things for themselves, actually have no
grounding in research. So, what does the report recommend? Here are 10 salient points to take away: Know
your subject The report, which looked at more than pieces of research, found that there were six main
elements to great teaching and one of the most important ones was subject knowledge. Targeted help for
teachers, giving them an understanding of particular areas where their knowledge is weak, could be effective.
Praise can do more harm than good The wrong kind of praise can be harmful for students, the report found. A
number of studies conducted by education experts, including Carol Dweck professor of psychology at
Stanford University and Auckland University professors John Hattie and Helen Timperley, have observed this.
The report adds the caveat that the findings are open to interpretation, however, as teachers can do things well
or badly, and some methods are not appropriate in all circumstances. This involves giving enough time for
children to practise new skills and introducing learning progressively. Teacher beliefs count The reasons why
teachers do certain things in the classroom and what they hope to achieve has an effect on student progress.
Evidence to support this is not conclusive, however. But classroom management â€” including how well a
teacher makes use of lesson time, coordinates classroom resources and manages the behaviour of students â€”
was noted as important. This can result in teachers not accomodating to the various different needs within one
group and in some instances going too fast with high-ability groups and too slow with low ones. But despite
the popularity of this approach psychological evidence shows that there is no evidence this actually works.
You can read more about the evidence on learning styles here. Learning should be hard at first One finding
that may surprise you is that approaches that appear to make learning harder in the short term can actually lead
to students retaining more information in the long term. Elizabeth Ligon Bjork, professor at the University of
Michigan and Robert Bjork, professor at the University of California, said that varying the type of tasks you
ask pupils to do improves retention even though it makes learning harder initially. The report said that there
may not be a direct link with these practices and student achievement, but to capture a broad definition of
good teaching they should be included. Follow us on Twitter via GuardianTeach. Join the Guardian Teacher
Network for lesson resources, comment and job opportunities , direct to your inbox.
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6: Free Technology for Teachers
The question of what makes a great teacher has been around for a long time. It's an enquiry that poses many problems
because there's simply no set recipe for success, and different approaches.

Learning to read is hard work! Encourage critical thinking by giving your students writing prompts. It helps
them get away from answering without thinking just to be first. Read them stories every day. Check out our
list of 50 of the Best Books for First Grade. I can easily differentiate because they provide the Lexile levels. I
found this resource to be very helpful, especially with non-fiction to integrate science and social studies
concepts into Daily 5. Have your students create personal word walls. First Grade Parade Instead of having
one massive class word wall, have students create and post their own personal word walls in your classroom.
Your first graders will love showcasing their skills! Check out the First Grade Parade for a free personal word
wall template. Travel your way through literature. Make things interesting with foldables. Foldables are a
greatâ€”and easy! The one above helps students group words with the same blend. Teach them how to retell a
story. Use paint swatches to teach parts of speech. Students can copy down their sentences and then illustrate
them We love paint swatches as a cool free tool for this. Spell sight words by using magnetic letters on cookie
tins. This tip for teaching 1st grade comes from Make, Take, and Teach. It doubles as an excuse upgrade your
kitchen pans! Use games to teach blends. Check out these six free, low-prep games for teaching blends. They
really took pride in their notebooks and were very proud to share their work with others. Unlike completing
worksheets or other printables, which go home right away, these books are always available to the children.
Keep your math manipulatives organized and easy to access. We take actual pictures of the materials. When
we need them, I just tell them to take out their math tools. It saves a lot of time passing them out every time
they are needed. I have a set of shelves in my back room where the kids can access them. Making a chart that
connects the numeral, word, and picture for each number will help reinforce number concepts with your little
ones. Check out this blog for more great examples of how to use math journals! Differentiate math work by
using online resources. There are tons of online resources for differentiating math work. Stamp a story
problem! Since students are creating the activity, they can individually differentiate its complexity. They learn
to explain clearly and logically. It also helps them to see their errors since you write down the problem exactly
the way they explain it. It also gives value to working problems in different ways. As children develop a
deeper number sense, they decompose and manipulate numbers in more complex ways. Get to know the
hundreds chart with number puzzles. These easy-to-make games will help students see what one more, ten
more, one less, and ten less look like. Get the full tutorial on Mrs.
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7: High School Teaching Advice Written By Classroom-Tested Teachers
Teacher Training Tips and Resources. Training Category: Bible Teaching Ministry Training Begins with Leadership. If
leaders are not convinced of the need to personally become better equipped in ministry, they will have a harder time
convincing teachers of its importance.

First-year teachers, here is their best advice for getting through it. Beginning the school year in a strange
environment filled with new faces, unfamiliar procedures, and unknown pitfalls can be a scary prospect. They
offered their best advice for getting through it. What advice did those teachers offer? From North Carolina to
Arizona, from Mississippi to Wisconsin, the "grizzled veterans" agreed on several essential points: Wisconsin
teacher Dawn Schurman recommended "having a clear discipline plan set up, with both rewards and
consequences. Explain it to the kids on day 1 and review throughout the first week. I asked parents to read it
with their child and for parents and children to sign and return a contract stating that they agreed to the rules.
This has come in handy a few times. First-year teacher Jean Federico said "I have one big piece of advice for
first-year teachers: Before the first day of school, have plenty of activities prepared for emergency use. I
learned the hard way that kids will misbehave if they have nothing to do. Retta Threet, a teacher in Sumter,
South Carolina, admitted "My biggest mistake was not insisting on a mentor, or at least a peer teacher. If I had
it to do again, I would make a good friend whom I could go to for advice. North Carolina teacher Jana Lippe
suggested "Use your parents as much as you can. Every time I needed supplies for a celebration, I just sent a
note home asking for donations. Every time, the parents came through. Arizona English teacher Alana
Morales advised "Find an organization system that you can live and work with and stick with it. Show them
how to organize their notebooks and folders. Show them exactly what you want on their papers and
homework. Teacher Mike Powell advised "Start keeping a professional journal. After the course of the year,
this journal will allow you to reflect on your professional practices and to witness what is probably going to be
enormous personal growth. Once I finally relaxed, I had a great time," said teacher Tracy Keirns. So, with
thanks to Dawn, Jean, Retta, Jana, Alana, Lisa, Tracy, Lew, Mike, and all the other teachers who responded to
our request, Education World compiled a list of the 26 top tips for surviving the first year. Be firm but
flexible. Develop a homework policy -- and stick to it. Find time to attend after-school events. Get to know all
the teachers in your school and make friends with the cooks, custodians, aides, and secretaries. Institute a clear
discipline policy -- and enforce it consistently. Model desired attitudes and behavior. Quit worrying and just
do your best. Remember that you teach students first, then you teach whatever academic discipline you
learned. Understand that the learning process involves everyone -- teachers, students, colleagues, and parents
-- and get everyone involved. Work within your limits. Xpect the unexpected -- and plan for it! Yell if you
need support. Zero in on your strengths, not your weaknesses. Finally, keep in mind the words of Philadelphia
teacher Lew Clark: You are about to begin a remarkable adventure.
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8: Advice for First-Year Teachers | Education World
Tips for Effectively Teaching High School Students. Teaching high school can be a rewarding, and challenging,
experience. If you are a new high school teacher, a substitute teacher, or are looking for some ideas to manage a
particularly difficult group of kids, you'll find advice and opinion you can count on at Bright Hub Education, where
experienced teachers and education professionals share.

I was in your position a few years ago, except without the theology degree. If I knew then what I know now, I
probably still would have made a million mistakes. Do not expect to be spontaneous. Are you imagining that
your best class will involve a deep, free-flowing conversation about Big Ideas with your students? Please put
that out of your mind. Your best classes will likely be the ones in which they move between two or three
different kinds of learning activities every twenty minutes or so, all linked by a similar theme and directed
toward a particular outcome. There may be a point in the academic year when your students want to talk about
a particular topic. As you progress, you will keep adding more options to your bag of tricks: Put them in a bag,
shake it up, pull out two or three, and write a lesson plan. This is not the place for mushy ministerial talk.
Students will be able to feel good about themselves and be nice. Students will be able to identify one positive
personality trait that they hold, and name and describe three ways that they can use that trait in the service of
other people. I should add this disclaimer: Think ahead about what sort of classroom vibe you want. Some
teachers allow students to get up, walk around, go to the bathroom or get drinks, and it works fine for them.
Will there be a bathroom pass? A limit on how many trips to the bubbler someone is allowed each term? Do
you want them to push in their chairs after each class? Do you expect raised hands, no exceptions? Think
about what you want, and tell them. When you tell people you teach religion some people will immediately
and vociferously hold you personally responsible for the Crusades and the Inquisition. Some will press you on
your teaching of sexual ethics, even if you are teaching a completely unrelated branch of theology. Some will
glare and clarify that you are not at a public school, immediately assuming you are part of a sinister plot to
undermine the separation of church and state. In short, you may not always be approached with a hermeneutic
of grace. At your school you will not run into these same problems if you do, your school is in trouble. It is
possible, sadly, that you might be viewed as teaching a second-tier subject, perhaps by colleagues, perhaps by
parents. You took the job because you agree with them. Prayer helps when you come across this challenge.
Keep checking in with your vocation. It is likely that anyone who ever went to CCD will think they know how
to do your job better than you do. If you work in liturgy, multiply that by anyone who ever went to church or
saw church on TV or drove by a church. You do not need to make sure they understand everything perfectly.
You do not need to make sure to say everything there is to say before the final bell. Let that be your guide. It is
impossible for you to cover everything. They come to you a certain way, and they go home every night to a
world that shapes them more than what happens in the classroom. To be blunt, you are not that important to
them. Hopefully every teacher has a few students that go on to list said teacher on the acknowledgment page
of their bestseller, or thank them in an acceptance speech. Do not let that distract you from the fact that you are
deeply influential for the 50 minutes a day that they are in your classroom. At the same time, believe that what
you are doing in those 50 minutes is extremely important. I am SURE you covered this in your ministerial
formation, but allow me to offer a quick refresher. If you were uncool in high school, this is not your chance to
be cool. If you just moved to a new city and are feeling lonely, the classroom is not the place to find friends.
But you knew that already. There will be days when you are proud of what you are doing and all goes well and
you feel really good. Just be careful that you are not going into work every day to have your own emotional
needs meant. There are very strict boundaries that you will maintain as a teacher, and they are constructive,
appropriate, and necessary. But the more that you open your heart to the people in front of you every day, you
may find a unique type of affection and care developing. If you allow this to grow, you will be a better
teacher. If you stick with this for a while â€” and I hope you will â€” you will have conflict which you will
manage well, no doubt , disappointment, and frustration. There will be times when you have to forgive your
students, their parents, and colleagues. That will be the easy part. The harder part might be to forgive yourself.
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There will be mistakes and days when you wish you took a job at Goldman Sachs. Let those days go, put the
blunders behind you and be kind to yourself. Maintain your habit of prayer so that peace is easier to come by.
Anything I left out? Like what you read? Subscribe , or catch me on Facebook or Twitter.
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9: The 10 commandments for new teachers | Teacher Network | The Guardian
Teaching Tips and Strategies. Learn how to ask effective questions, avoid teacher bias, and build classroom community
with these proven strategies for educators.

Ruth Lyons on April 13, Gifted kids can be a joy to teach when you know how to identify what engages them.
These 50 tips and tricks come from my own experience and from around the Web. Know Their Interests Every
year, I start by having my students complete an interest inventory. Try Book Talks Share what you are reading
with gifted students. Keep Them Active Gifted students often need to have the ability to move when learning
â€¦ pacing, flapping and bouncing are parts of their thinking process. Offer Flexible Seating A window seat is
my favorite place to read, so I keep that in mind when offering seating. Try to offer different seating options
for students: Model Social Situations Social situations can be challenging for some gifted students as their
ability to understand social cues can be underdeveloped. Share Current Events Current events are important to
incorporate into gifted programming. We want these students to be thinking about how they can use their
talents to solve real-world problems. Kids do not have the experience with the world to understand that despite
there being a war or attack, there are still good things happening in the world. Allow for Groupings Not all
gifted students are meant to be the project manager. Allow students the opportunity to work alone or in a
group. Even cross-grade groupings work well with gifted students. Gifted students can be some of the worst
students to assist others because their brains often work very differently. Having a gifted child help a student
who is struggling may do more harm than good. I once had a student who never wanted to practice spelling
words until I told him he could practice them in Minecraft. Minecraft Edu has lots of great ways teachers can
implement this engaging game in the classroom. Give Them End Dates Provide gifted students with clear
endpoints on projects and assignments. Gifted students can create unusually high expectations and never see
an end in sight; a book reflection can easily become a page paper, a PowerPoint can become an intensive
course on the topic. Letting students know where to stop can be helpful. Once students have written the letter,
you can set the date for it to be sent to their inbox. What a great way for students to set goals and create natural
check-in points. They understand that decisions have consequences, and sometimes they need to be given an
inordinate amount of details about their options. Allow for the gifted student to fully understand the pros and
cons of a decision. Be Patient Gifted students are processing a lot in their minds. Be patient and give them the
time to reflect on what they need to come to a consensus they can live with. Assign Expiration Dates My
gifted students walk into class with exploding folders and binders. They keep everything because there is a
fear of being unprepared. Just like expiration dates for food, think about adding a footer to your handouts:
Model Organization Strategies Or at least model how you organize life. I show students how I use notes to
organize things , how Google Calendar is my lifeline, and what I do for physical notes. I have used planners in
the past and show those examples as well. We also review different apps that could be helpful. I urge students
to find what works for them. No system is not an answer. We all need a system to help us be productive.
When I taught younger students, we would all try different systems together as our end-of-the-day procedure.
Teach them how to Zentangle , breathe, meditate, make friendship bracelets, knit, colorâ€”anything that
allows for them to focus carefully on details can help them quiet some of the extra noise. Provide exposure to
as much as possible. TED talks are one way to help students think about different topics. TED even has
created teaching enhancements. Read Lots of Everything It is true, so many gifted students have found a book
that becomes so much a part of them, they can discuss it at length. Bibliotherapy is a great way for students to
experience how to deal with issues and learn tactics and strategies. Pre-Assess Them For the love of anything
that is holy, this should probably be no. Research states that most gifted students do not learn new information
until January. Allow Them to Focus Let gifted students pursue their interests. If they want to let everything be
about dinosaurs, more power to them! As mentioned in Outliers , it takes over 10, hours to be an expert. To
get that many hours on a time card, students have to be allowed to focus. Find Mentors Gifted students need
mentors within their interest areas. Practice Like Professionals Allow students to practice like the
professionals. Use the same processes that professionals use. Looking to try fashion designing? Have students
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actually sew, measure, use patterns and do the alterations. Locate Authentic Audiences The work students
create should have a real audience and be appreciated by those who authentically would benefit from its
completion. Younger students are a great first authentic audience. These are a great way to curate the
knowledge you want your students to gain. Watch Webinars You can find webinars on just about any topic
that interests your students. If you sign up at Edtech , they will send weekly lists of upcoming professional
webinars. Submit Inventions Inventions are a great way for students to take risks and try different things. I feel
like students are more apt to take risks when they are creating something new. Check Out Local Happenings
Do you live in the middle of nowhere? If you are in the urban areas, you are rich in opportunities. Look to
local libraries, museums or universities. Send Them to Summer Camp Some of my closest childhood
friendships started at summer camp. These times allowed for encouragement and allowed kids to be nurtured
in an environment where trying something new was the goal. Summer camp allowed me to be myself and try
new things. We need to do good with the gifts and talents we have been given. Give gifted students the
opportunity to solve local problems and see the need for change in their own community. Allow a book to
inspire this mission: Develop Book Clubs What do friends all have in common? We are attracted to those who
think similarly and those who challenge our beliefs. Book clubs make for a great space for likeminded
students to come together to discuss a common theme â€¦ in this case a book, which serves as a great
discussion starter. Allow for Voice and Choice How many of you hated a certain book in high school only to
read it as an adult and see how wrong you were? The moment we lost choice of what to read in this case , we
also lost joy. Allowing gifted students to have choice in the classroom allows them to feel empowered and
engaged. Choices do not need to be huge either, small choices are just as important. Raise the Bar No one
wants to only be the big fish in a small pond. We want to be around people who will make us better and want
to achieve more. Allow your gifted student to be challenged by participating in academic competitions such as
National History Day. Your students will see what true competition is. Brainstorm This is one of the best ways
to develop critical thinking. Show a picture of clouds â€¦ what do you see? This type of activity develops
fluency, elaboration, originality and abstract thinking, which are all integral parts of being a creative thinker.
There are so many wonderful resources embedded withinâ€”contests, lyric labs, lyric notes, connections to
primary sources, teacher plans, corresponding handouts, questioning and so much more! This will quickly
become your favorite teaching resource. I say, if a student is enjoying a book, read it! Reading a book for a
different purpose can increase the difficulty of a book without changing the text. Pernille Ripp founded GRA
in with the simple idea to read a book aloud to her students and during that time try to make as many global
connections as possible. This mission has grown exponentially and has reached over two million students.
Collaborating with students in other states and countries will help a gifted student think empathetically. Allow
students to build a better understanding by incorporating mythology into different curricular units. Blog This
is an authentic way for gifted students to share their reading in a way that we would as adults. Creating readers
means treating them like readersâ€”when I finish a book I do not take a comprehension quiz. I talk about it,
share it with friends or write about it. Have your students react to reading like real readers. Kidblog is a great
tool for creating safe student blogs. Crowdsource Two heads are better than one!
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