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Vincent Terrace has worked as a researcher for ABC television and is the television historian for BPOLIN Productions
(an independent film and television producing company for which he has created a projected television series called
"April's Dream").

So we decided to pool our brain power and choose the best crime shows of all time. All our contributors have
taken part in the process, which has gone through several rounds of voting as the long list was chopped back
to a top It went right down to the wire as our writers debated which programmes stand head and shoulders
above the rest. You may also like our Top 20 classic crime movies feature here. Uncompromising, gritty and a
grim portrayal of the real life behind the glitz of Los Angeles. The title refers to the code names of the
suspects in this espionage whodunit, which is all the better for its reliance on tense, talky scenes rather than
elaborate action sequences. The drama about a cancer-stricken chemistry teacher who turns to dealing crystal
meth is audacious, addictive TV. Partnering with a former pupil, Walter White Bryan Cranston uses his
scientific expertise to develop an almost pure product. He likes drug dealing and is good at it. Walt even
seems to be effective at motivating his dodgy lawyer, greedy drug kingpins and junkie associates. The
problem is that his brother-in-law is a senior officer in the Drug Enforcement Administration. Over five series,
this brilliant cat and mouse family crime drama will have you rooting for the bad guy all the way. Life on the
Street Fans of television crime today may not realise the debt the genre owes to a show called Homicide: Life
on the Street. As the edgy successor to Hill Street Blues, Homicide brought a new level of gritty, almost
documentary realism shot on location on the mean streets of Baltimore. The show, which is a love letter to
Baltimore, was developed by native son Barry Levinson. With its big team of detectives â€” all strong
characters dealing with the job at hand â€” Homicide helped the cop show evolve as a serious dramatic
medium. When the activist daughter of Yorkshire copper Ronald Craven Bob Peck is murdered, he sets out to
discover why. He uncovers a conspiracy involving the nuclear industry and high level figures in the
government. Written by Troy Kennedy-Martin, the six-episode drama, with its iconic theme music by Michael
Kamen and Eric Clapton, mesmerised viewers. It echoed growing public concern about multinational
corporate greed, the environment, and duplicitous politicians. Apparently Troy Kennedy Martin â€” creator of
s police show Z-Cars and the screenwriter of The Italian Job â€” actually wanted Craven to transform into a
tree at the end, but wiser heads prevailed. Edge of Darkness on DVD 15 â€” Columbo , Take an odd-looking
man, a half smoked cigarillo and a dirty raincoat and what have you got? Discard any thoughts of sexual
depravity â€” the man described is above reproach. Brilliantly played by Peter Falk, Columbo was a star of s
telly and well beyond. Behind the shambling, scruffy exterior was a mind as sharp as a razor. Viewers and
smug murderers alike cringe time and again at his catch-phrase: Peter Falk passed away in but reruns of his
cases are still being broadcast to this day. Created by Anthony Horowitz, it featured a taciturn English
detective working in a south coast town. Driver Samantha Stewart Honeysuckle Weeks is straight out of Enid
Blyton, and won the hearts of countless male viewers, while the dogged Sergeant Milner Anthony Howell
overcomes his disability he lost a leg in the Noway Campaign to provide solid support for his boss. With
near-faultless period detail the weekly crimes are nearly always related to wartime issues, such as desertion,
the black market, and spying. According to sources, the series is set to continue at least into The episodes
were based on plotlines created by Henning Mankell rather than his actual novels. We have that to look
forward to. Although the same Swedish production team worked on both this and the British version starring
Kenneth Branagh , there is far less moodiness and fewer telegenic close-ups of the tortured detective staring
across the flat landscape in the original version. Perhaps there was less need to pander to foreign expectations
of Scandinavian doom and gloom, so it is a much more straightforward police procedural, with the Swedish
Wallander able to inject a note of admittedly, fierce humour into the grim proceedings. It starred John Simm
as Sam Tyler, a modern day Manchester police officer who is badly injured in a car accident and wakes to find
himself back in How times have changed! Gone are the politically correct investigations of the early 21st
century, to be replaced by the near the knuckle crime fighting of Gene Hunt, brilliantly played by Philip
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Glenister. Their approach to police work is worlds apart, leading to some fine clashes of culture. And it was
followed by another in the second series, Ashes to Ashes. He commands an extensive cast of detectives,
usually working in teams and solving various crimes in parallel through each episode. These range from
murders and drugs and gang crime, to accidental deaths and crimes of passion. Sunday nights were never quite
the same again. Trading on the potent format of the mini-series â€” two or three long episodes on consecutive
evenings â€” the stories featured DCI Jane Tennison, played by Helen Mirren, who was supported by a stellar
cast of British character actors such as Tom Bell and Frank Finlay. Tennison has to battle not only her own
personality problems, but sexist colleagues in the Metropolitan Police and some of the nastiest criminals ever
to be beamed into our homes. Most of the series is set in London, but in the fifth season she heads to
Manchester to break down a Northern gangster. The Final Act was the seventh and final season, and was
broadcast in Lynda La Plante won an Edgar award for her work on Prime Suspect, and continues to be a
successful crime novelist. She also contributed to the less successful American spin-off shown in This was
not because of how accurately it portrayed the forensic detective work carried out by Gil Grissom and his team
of techs, but because of the drama surrounding the crimes they solved. Some very slick production techniques
helped too, giving the show strong recurring visual motifs. CSI Season 1 8 â€” Justified Since the earliest days
of silent movies, audiences have been intrigued by the battle between good and evil. Jump to the present day
and the fight continues in rural Kentucky, where US Marshall Raylan Givens â€” played by Timothy Olyphant
â€” is battling to keep the peace. His main antagonist is the brilliantly nasty Boyd Crowder Walton Goggins. It
is predominantly responsible for the current obsession with foreign language crime drama, and has also helped
reshape the look and feel of contemporary British crime drama. Three series have been shot, all set in
Copenhagen and its environs. The gradual and in-depth approach draws audiences in far more than the
one-and-done approach so typical of British and American shows. Woven through with the socio-political
machinations in Danish society, and with the brilliant but detached Lund at its centre, The Killing has proved
itself both influential and completely mesmerising. All three series have been novelised by David Hewson. An
American remake set in the Pacific Northwest lasted for three seasons as well. Viewers get to follow the entire
criminal justice process with the police, lawyers and prosecutors working together â€” and sometimes against
one another. The recurring characters are all very vividly portrayed, complex and each of them is flawed to a
certain extent. A fifth series is currently being filmed, while a sixth one has been commissioned. Spiral â€”
Series on DVD 5 â€” Sherlock Holmes Devotees of the great Baker Street detective will argue, so long as they
have breath, about who brought him to screen life with the most conviction. Pensive, idiosyncratic, alternately
moody and manic, he played the part on British television between and His acid-tinged voice, facial tics and
physical presence made his Holmes one which will never be bettered. There were 41 episodes, in which David
Burke played Watson for the first 13, while the remainder saw Edward Hardwicke as the faithful friend. The
stories were all canonical, and the series was notable not only for the superb period detail, but for the fact that
such acting luminaries as Jude Law, Charles Gray and Eric Porter were happy to take featured roles. More
than worthy of a top five position. Created by television writer extraordinaire Jimmy McGovern, Fitz is a
chain smoking alcoholic, who is also overweight, lazy, addicted to gambling and prone to expansive swearing.
Nevertheless, he became a huge and unforgettable favourite with the viewing public. Cracker on DVD 3 â€”
Inspector Morse Twelve years elapsed between the first Inspector Morse book and the beginning of what must
be regarded as one of the most memorable TV crime series. While his character gripped the British public,
author Colin Dexter continued working as an Oxford exams officer and crossword compiler. Some marriages
are made in heaven, and when the intellectual, opera-loving real ale buff Morse â€” played by John Thaw â€”
first hit the screen alongside his dependable but limited offsider Lewis Kevin Whately , a legend was born.
The Oxford settings, the brilliant musical score, carefully measured storylines and the legion of great
supporting actors have made this TV series virtually immortal. Her intelligence and focus on procedure makes
her an excellent detective. Meanwhile, her Copenhagen counterpart Martin Rohde is almost too sociable and
emotional. Together they make a formidable and often very funny team. As they tackle crimes which cross the
bridge between Denmark and Sweden, the stories take plenty of time to unfold and breathe â€” 10 episodes for
each of the two seasons broadcast so far. A third series is about to go into production, much to our relief.
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Excellent viewing, and bizarre theme music. Political corruption reaches from the police force itself, through
the drug gangs, and on to the labour unions. From its original inception by journalist David Simon, and
bolstered by the incomparable screenwriting of crime authors like George Pelecanos, Dennis Lehane and
Richard Price, The Wire presented an unwavering portrayal of a city in meltdown with a cast of characters
almost Dickensian in their representation of all sides of this divided society. It is widely held to be the greatest
cop show that goes beyond being just a cop show. Let us know in the comments below. And if you like our list
also see our top 12 private detectives in crime fiction feature. Our favourite shows of can be found here.
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2: The 30 Greatest Crime Fighters In Television
These are only a few of the more than 9, facts readers will find in this work, which presents detailed information on
syndicated and cable series broadcast from to , plus six experimental programs broadcast from to and unsold pilots
broadcast from to , that featured the work of television's law enforcers.

The country served as a buffer between the British and Russian Empires until it won independence from
notional British control in A brief experiment in democracy ended in a coup and a communist countercoup.
The Soviet Union invaded in to support the tottering Afghan communist regime, touching off a long and
destructive war. The USSR withdrew in under relentless pressure by internationally supported anti-communist
mujahidin rebels. A UN-sponsored Bonn Conference in established a process for political reconstruction that
included the adoption of a new constitution, a presidential election in , and National Assembly elections in
Throughout the summer of , their campaigns disputed the results and traded accusations of fraud, leading to a
US-led diplomatic intervention that included a full vote audit as well as political negotiations between the two
camps. Despite gains toward building a stable central government, the Taliban remains a serious challenge for
the Afghan Government in almost every province. The Taliban still considers itself the rightful government of
Afghanistan, and it remains a capable and confident insurgent force despite its last two spiritual leaders being
killed; it continues to declare that it will pursue a peace deal with Kabul only after foreign military forces
depart. Akrotiri By terms of the Treaty of Establishment that created the independent Republic of Cyprus, the
UK retained full sovereignty and jurisdiction over two areas of almost square kilometers - Akrotiri and
Dhekelia. Albania Albania declared its independence from the Ottoman Empire in , but was conquered by
Italy in and occupied by Germany in Communist partisans took over the country in In the early s, Albania
ended 46 years of xenophobic communist rule and established a multiparty democracy. The transition has
proven challenging as successive governments have tried to deal with high unemployment, widespread
corruption, dilapidated infrastructure, powerful organized crime networks, and combative political opponents.
Albania has made progress in its democratic development since first holding multiparty elections in , but
deficiencies remain. Albania in April received a European Commission recommendation to open EU
accession negotiations. A large informal economy and a weak energy and transportation infrastructure remain
obstacles. Algeria After more than a century of rule by France, Algerians fought through much of the s to
achieve independence in The Government of Algeria in instituted a multi-party system in response to public
unrest, but the surprising first round success of the Islamic Salvation Front FIS in the December legislative
elections led the Algerian army to intervene and postpone the second round of elections to prevent what the
secular elite feared would be an extremist-led government from assuming power. Fighting escalated into an
insurgency, which saw intense violence from , resulting in over , deaths - many attributed to indiscriminate
massacres of villagers by extremists. Abdelaziz BOUTEFLIKA, with the backing of the military, won the
presidency in in an election that was boycotted by several candidates protesting alleged fraud, and won
subsequent elections in , , and American Samoa Settled as early as B. International rivalries in the latter half
of the 19th century were settled by an treaty in which Germany and the US divided the Samoan archipelago.
The US formally occupied its portion - a smaller group of eastern islands with the excellent harbor of Pago
Pago - the following year. Andorra The landlocked Principality of Andorra is one of the smallest states in
Europe, nestled high in the Pyrenees between the French and Spanish borders. For years, from to , Andorrans
lived under a unique coprincipality, ruled by French and Spanish leaders from onward, the French chief of
state and the Bishop of Urgell. In , this feudal system was modified with the introduction of a modern,
constitution; the co-princes remained as titular heads of state, but the government transformed into a
parliamentary democracy. Andorra has become a popular tourist destination visited by approximately 8
million people each year drawn by the winter sports, summer climate, and duty-free shopping. Andorra has
also become a wealthy international commercial center because of its mature banking sector and low taxes. As
part of its effort to modernize its economy, Andorra has opened to foreign investment, and engaged in other
reforms, such as advancing tax initiatives aimed at supporting a broader infrastructure. Although not a member
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of the EU, Andorra enjoys a special relationship with the bloc that is governed by various customs and
cooperation agreements and uses the euro as its national currency. Angola Angola scores low on human
development indexes despite using its large oil reserves to rebuild since the end of a year civil war in Peace
seemed imminent in when Angola held national elections, but fighting picked up again in He pushed through
a new constitution in Anguilla Colonized by English settlers from Saint Kitts in , Anguilla was administered
by Great Britain until the early 19th century, when the island - against the wishes of the inhabitants - was
incorporated into a single British dependency along with Saint Kitts and Nevis. Several attempts at separation
failed. In , two years after a revolt, Anguilla was finally allowed to secede; this arrangement was formally
recognized in , with Anguilla becoming a separate British dependency. On 7 September , the island suffered
extensive damage from Hurricane Irma, particularly to communications and residential and business
infrastructure. Antarctica Speculation over the existence of a "southern land" was not confirmed until the early
s when British and American commercial operators and British and Russian national expeditions began
exploring the Antarctic Peninsula region and other areas south of the Antarctic Circle. Not until was it
established that Antarctica was indeed a continent and not merely a group of islands or an area of ocean.
Several exploration "firsts" were achieved in the early 20th century, but generally the area saw little human
activity. Following World War II, however, the continent experienced an upsurge in scientific research. A
number of countries have set up a range of year-round and seasonal stations, camps, and refuges to support
scientific research in Antarctica. Seven have made territorial claims, but not all countries recognize these
claims. In order to form a legal framework for the activities of nations on the continent, an Antarctic Treaty
was negotiated that neither denies nor gives recognition to existing territorial claims; signed in , it entered into
force in Early Spanish and French settlements were succeeded by an English colony in Slavery, established
to run the sugar plantations on Antigua, was abolished in The islands became an independent state within the
British Commonwealth of Nations in On 6 September , Hurricane Irma passed over the island of Barbuda
devastating the island and forcing the evacuation of the population to Antigua. Almost all the structures on
Barbuda were destroyed and the vegetation stripped, but Antigua was spared the worst. In recent years the
polar ice pack has receded in the summer allowing for increased navigation and raising the possibility of
future sovereignty and shipping disputes among the six countries bordering the Arctic Ocean Canada,
Denmark Greenland , Iceland, Norway, Russia, US. After Bolivia, Paraguay, and Uruguay went their separate
ways, the area that remained became Argentina. After World War II, an era of Peronist populism and direct
and indirect military interference in subsequent governments was followed by a military junta that took power
in Democracy returned in after a failed bid to seize the Falkland Islands Islas Malvinas by force, and has
persisted despite numerous challenges, the most formidable of which was a severe economic crisis in that led
to violent public protests and the successive resignations of several presidents. Armenia Armenia prides itself
on being the first nation to formally adopt Christianity early 4th century. Despite periods of autonomy, over
the centuries Armenia came under the sway of various empires including the Roman, Byzantine, Arab,
Persian, and Ottoman. During World War I in the western portion of Armenia, the Ottoman Empire instituted
a policy of forced resettlement coupled with other harsh practices that resulted in at least 1 million Armenian
deaths. The eastern area of Armenia was ceded by the Ottomans to Russia in ; this portion declared its
independence in , but was conquered by the Soviet Red Army in Armenian leaders remain preoccupied by the
long conflict with Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh, a primarily Armenian-populated region, assigned to
Soviet Azerbaijan in the s by Moscow. Armenia and Azerbaijan began fighting over the area in ; the struggle
escalated after both countries attained independence from the Soviet Union in The economies of both sides
have been hurt by their inability to make substantial progress toward a peaceful resolution. Turkey closed the
common border with Armenia in in support of Azerbaijan in its conflict with Armenia over control of
Nagorno-Karabakh and surrounding areas, further hampering Armenian economic growth. In , Armenia and
Turkey signed Protocols normalizing relations between the two countries, but neither country ratified the
Protocols, and Armenia officially withdrew from the Protocols in March Aruba Discovered and claimed for
Spain in , Aruba was acquired by the Dutch in A 19th century gold rush was followed by prosperity brought
on by the opening in of an oil refinery. The last decades of the 20th century saw a boom in the tourism
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industry. Aruba seceded from the Netherlands Antilles in and became a separate, autonomous member of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. Ashmore and Cartier Islands These uninhabited islands came under Australian
authority in ; formal administration began two years later. Ashmore Reef supports a rich and diverse avian and
marine habitat; in , it became a National Nature Reserve. Cartier Island, a former bombing range, became a
marine reserve in The decision by the International Hydrographic Organization in the spring of to delimit a
fifth world ocean, the Southern Ocean, removed the portion of the Atlantic Ocean south of 60 degrees south
latitude. Australia Prehistoric settlers arrived on the continent from Southeast Asia at least 40, years before the
first Europeans began exploration in the 17th century. No formal territorial claims were made until , when
Capt. James COOK took possession of the east coast in the name of Great Britain all of Australia was claimed
as British territory in with the creation of the colony of Western Australia. Six colonies were created in the late
18th and 19th centuries; they federated and became the Commonwealth of Australia in The new country took
advantage of its natural resources to rapidly develop agricultural and manufacturing industries and to make a
major contribution to the Allied effort in World Wars I and II. In recent decades, Australia has become an
internationally competitive, advanced market economy due in large part to economic reforms adopted in the s
and its location in one of the fastest growing regions of the world economy. Long-term concerns include an
aging population, pressure on infrastructure, and environmental issues such as floods, droughts, and bushfires.
Australia is the driest inhabited continent on earth, making it particularly vulnerable to the challenges of
climate change. Azerbaijan Azerbaijan - a nation with a majority-Turkic and majority-Shia Muslim population
- was briefly independent from to following the collapse of the Russian Empire; it was subsequently
incorporated into the Soviet Union for seven decades. Armenia and Azerbaijan reignited their dispute over the
area in ; the struggle escalated militarily after both countries attained independence from the Soviet Union in
By May , when a cease-fire took hold, ethnic Armenian forces held not only Nagorno-Karabakh but also seven
surrounding provinces in the territory of Azerbaijan. However, corruption in the country is widespread, and
the government has been accused of authoritarianism. Following two national referendums in the past several
years that eliminated presidential term limits and extended presidential terms from 5 to 7 years, President
ALIYEV secured a fourth term as president in April in elections that international observers noted had serious
shortcomings. British settlement of the islands began in ; the islands became a colony in Piracy thrived in the
17th and 18th centuries because of The Bahamas close proximity to shipping lanes. Since attaining
independence from the UK in , The Bahamas has prospered through tourism, international banking, and
investment management. Because of its location, the country is a major transshipment point for illegal drugs,
particularly shipments to the US and Europe, and its territory is used for smuggling illegal migrants into the
US. In order to secure these holdings, it entered into a series of treaties with the UK during the 19th century
that made Bahrain a British protectorate. The archipelago attained its independence in A steady decline in oil
production and reserves since prompted Bahrain to take steps to diversify its economy, in the process
developing petroleum processing and refining, aluminum production, and hospitality and retail sectors. It has
also endeavored to become a leading regional banking center, especially with respect to Islamic finance. The
Sunni royal family has long struggled to manage relations with its large Shia-majority population. In early ,
amid Arab uprisings elsewhere in the region, the Bahraini Government confronted similar pro-democracy and
reform protests at home with police and military action, including deploying Gulf Cooperation Council
security forces to Bahrain. Political talks throughout between the government and opposition and loyalist
political groups failed to reach an agreement, prompting opposition political societies to boycott legislative
and municipal council elections in late Ongoing dissatisfaction with the political status quo continues to factor
into sporadic clashes between demonstrators and security forces. Bangladesh The huge delta region formed at
the confluence of the Ganges and Brahmaputra River systems - now referred to as Bangladesh - was a loosely
incorporated outpost of various empires centered on the Gangetic plain for much of the first millennium A.
Muslim conversions and settlement in the region began in the 10th century, primarily from Arab and Persian
traders and preachers. Europeans established trading posts in the area in the 16th century. Eventually the area
known as Bengal, primarily Hindu in the western section and mostly Muslim in the eastern half, became part
of British India.
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However, today I will turn away from my reviews of one forgotten TV series after another and focus on the
most remembered. When Jack Webb brought his popular police radio show to TV it changed television. The
series also benefits from an unforgettable theme song. But it was the unforgettable narration of Walter
Winchell, Robert Stack as Eliot Ness and its high production values that should be remembered. Part of the
60s ITC British invasion of American television, the series was also noted for its surreal plots and modern
fashion style of clothes. The series would live on with two successful theatrical films and a failed TV remake.
People still can name you their favorite Angel. This series is remembered less as a PI show but as the perfect
example of 70s TV, pretty, cheesy, mindless fun. This is an example of how opinions of TV series can change
over time. A few years ago the answer here would have been Six Million Dollar Man ABC , but with the
increase interest in supernatural fiction there has been a revival of interest in Kolchak. It would not be
surprising if there are more people today aware of Kolchak: The Night Stalker than the number of people who
watched it in the 70s. Michael Mann took this TV buddy cop show with Don Johnson and Philip Michael
Thomas and made it the perfect visual representation of s pop culture. Bellisario and Glen Larson. As with
many on this list it has survived cancellation with TV Movies. Currently survives in syndication and as a
popular book series written by Donald Bain. This cop and lawyer series lasted twenty years, spawned several
spin-offs and countless imitations. This science fiction mystery featured David Duchovny and Gillian
Anderson as two FBI agents solving strange crimes and dealing with a possible alien conspiracy. The series is
remembered for its striking visual style, but its effect on society has gone deeper as its portrayal of forensic
role in crime fighting has changed how real juries view forensic evidence such as DNA. Any crime-fighting
series involving characters who are not cops or a PI now belong to this newly formulated category, as you see
it now. But the cases they tackle are not exactly your usual cop cases, are they.
4: Lady Blue (TV series) - Wikipedia
Vincent Terrace has worked as a researcher for ABC television and is the television historian for BPOLIN Productions
(an independent film and television producing company for which he has created a projected television series called
"April's Dream"). He has written more than 30 books, many about television and radio.
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Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.
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