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Thanatos was loosely associated with the three Moirai for Hesiod, also daughters of Night , particularly
Atropos , who was a goddess of death in her own right. He is also occasionally specified as being exclusive to
peaceful death, while the bloodthirsty Keres embodied violent death. His duties as a Guide of the Dead were
sometimes superseded by Hermes Psychopompos. Conversely, Thanatos may have originated as a mere aspect
of Hermes before later becoming distinct from him. Hypnos left and Thanatos right carrying dead Sarpedon ,
while Hermes watches. Attic red-figured calyx - krater , BC. And there the children of dark Night have their
dwellings, Sleep and Death, awful gods. The glowing Sun never looks upon them with his beams, neither as
he goes up into heaven, nor as he comes down from heaven. But in myths which feature him, Thanatos could
occasionally be outwitted, a feat that the sly King Sisyphus of Korinth twice accomplished. Sisyphus cheated
death by tricking Thanatos into his own shackles, thereby prohibiting the demise of any mortal while Thanatos
was so enchained. Eventually Ares , the bloodthirsty god of war, grew frustrated with the battles he incited
since neither side suffered any casualties. He released Thanatos and handed his captor over to the god.
Sisyphus would evade Death a second time by convincing Persephone to allow him to return to his wife
stating that she never gave him a proper funeral. This time, Sisyphus was forcefully dragged back to the
Underworld by Hermes when Sisyphus refused to accept his death. Sisyphus was sentenced to an eternity of
frustration in Tartarus where he rolled a boulder up a hill and it would roll back down when he got close to the
top. Thanatos was consigned to take the soul of Alkestis , who had offered her life in exchange for the
continued life of her husband, King Admetos of Pherai. When Thanatos ascended from Hades to claim
Alkestis, Heracles sprung upon the god and overpowered him, winning the right to have Alkestis revived.
Thanatos fled, cheated of his quarry. Talking will win you nothing. On thee, the portion of our time depends,
whose absence lengthens life, whose presence ends. Thy sleep perpetual bursts the vivid folds by which the
soul, attracting body holds: Not youth itself thy clemency can gain, vigorous and strong, by thee untimely
slain. No suppliant arts thy dreadful rage control, no vows revoke the purpose of thy soul. O blessed power,
regard my ardent prayer, and human life to age abundant spare. He became associated more with a gentle
passing than a woeful demise. Many Roman sarcophagi depict him as a winged boy, very much akin to Cupid:
He is often shown carrying an inverted torch holding it upside down in his hands , representing a life
extinguished. He is usually described as winged and with a sword sheathed at his belt. Thanatos was rarely
portrayed in art without his twin brother Hypnos. Thanatos is also famously shown on the Euphronios Krator
where he and his brother Hypnos are shown carrying the body of Sarpedon to his home for burial. According
to Sigmund Freud , humans have a life instinctâ€”which he named " Eros "â€”and a death drive, which is
commonly called though not by Freud himself "Thanatos". This postulated death drive allegedly compels
humans to engage in risky and self-destructive acts that could lead to their own death. Behaviors such as thrill
seeking and aggression are viewed as actions which stem from this Thanatos instinct. However, some
scientists argue that there is little evidence that most people have a specific drive toward self-destruction.
According to them, the behaviors Freud studied can be explained by simpler, known processes, such as
salience biases e. Thanatophobia is the fear of things associated with or reminiscent of death and mortality,
such as corpses or graveyards. It is related to necrophobia , although the latter term typically refers to a
specific fear of dead bodies rather than a fear of death in general. Thanatology is the academic and scientific
study of death among human beings. It is primarily an interdisciplinary study, frequently undertaken by
professionals in nursing, psychology, sociology, psychiatry, social work and veterinary science. It also
describes bodily changes that accompany death and the after-death period. Thanatophoric dysplasia , so named
because of its lethality at birth, is the most common lethal congenital skeletal dysplasia with an estimated
prevalence of one in 6, to one in 16, births. Its name Thanatophoros, means "death-bearing" in Greek.
Euthanasia , "good death" in Greek, is the act or practice of ending the life of an individual who would
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otherwise experience severe, incurable suffering or disability. It typically involves lethal injection or the
suspension of extraordinary medical treatment. Doctor Jack Kevorkian named his euthanasia device the
Thanatron.
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Hohenthal, William D., Blackburn, Thomas, editor, (emeritus, Geography & Anthropology Dept.), with contributions by
Margaret Langdon, David Kronenfeld, and Lynn Thomas.
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â€”Susan Straight, author of Highwire Moon Southland brings us a fascinating story of race, love, murder and history,
against the backdrop of an ever-changing Los Angeles. A young Japanese-American woman, Jackie Ishida, is in her
last semester of law school when her grandfather, Frank Sakai, dies unexpectedly.
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