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1: Advent - Wikipedia
Advent is the season when Christians make spiritual preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ at Christmas.
Celebrating with an Advent wreath is a meaningful custom in many Christian traditions. The lighting of an Advent wreath
is a custom that began in 16th-century Germany among Lutherans and.

The Advent Wreath pastoralcentre T By the Middle Ages, however, the custom of using a circle of greens and
four candles in Advent was becoming common in Europe. An Advent wreath can be made of any kind of
material, as long as the material is shaped into a circle and four candles â€” normally placed like the points of
a compass â€” are used. Evergreen plants are often used to make the wreath. These may symbolize a variety of
things depending on the kind of greenery used. The circle is a symbol of the eternity of God. Every Sunday in
Advent, another candle is lit in the wreath: The closer we come to the advent of Christ â€” the Light of the
World â€” the more light is given by the Advent wreath. In English-speaking countries, the candles of the
wreath have customarily been three white â€” symbolizing the purity and innocence of the Christ-Child â€”
and one rose, which is the color of the vestments the priest wears on the third Sunday in Advent Gaudete
Sunday. The purple color signifies the penances, prayers, sacrifices and good works that we undertake in
Advent to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. If you do not have purple or pink candles, you may use
white and perhaps decorate your wreath with purple and pink ribbons. Blessing the Advent Wreath If you are
using your Advent wreath in a family setting, the father of the family traditionally blesses the Advent wreath
on the Saturday evening before the first Sunday in Advent the vigil of the first Sunday in Advent , or on the
Sunday itself. Usually, this is done before the evening meal, and the Advent candle is left burning during the
meal. In other situations, another person leads the prayers, as appropriate. Our help is in the name of the Lord.
Who has made heaven and earth. O God, by Whose word all things are sanctified, pour forth Thy blessing
upon this wreath, and grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ and may
receive from Thee abundant graces. Through Christ our Lord. The leader sprinkles the wreath with holy water.
The prayer for the first week is then read: O Lord, we beseech You, stir up Your power, and come; that by
Your protection we may deserve to be rescued from the threatening dangers of our sins, and to be saved by
Your deliverance. Who live and reign with God the Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, world without end.
One purple candle is now lit. This prayer is prayed every evening during the first week, and the candle is left
burning during the evening meal. The prayer for the second week is prayed before lighting two purple candles:
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the ways of Your Only-begotten Son, that we may attain to serve You
with purified minds, through His advent. Who with you lives and reigns in the unity of the Holy Spirit, world
without end. This prayer is prayed before every evening meal during the second week, and the two purple
candles are left burning throughout the meal. The prayer for the third week is prayed before lighting two
purple and one rose-coloured candle: Incline Your ear to our prayers, we beseech You, O Lord, and brighten
the darkness of our minds by the grace of Your visitation. This prayer and the lighting of the three candles is
repeated daily during the third week, before the evening meal, and the candles are left burning throughout the
meal. The prayer for the fourth week is prayed before all four candles on the Advent wreath are lit: Stir up
your power, we beseech You, O Lord, and come, and succor us with great might, that, by the help of Your
grace, what is hindered by our sins, may be hastened by the bounty of your mercy. As in previous weeks, all
four candles are lit every evening before the meal, and are left burning throughout the meal.
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2: Meaning of the Advent Wreath and Candles - It's History & Tradition
The Advent wreath, four candles on a wreath of evergreen, is shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity of God.
In some churches, four purple candles, one for each week in Advent, are used with one larger white candle in the middle
as the Christ candle.

I am very excited to finally announce the Advent Wreath Crochet Along. I created this pattern last year which
was sponsored by Lion Brand Yarns. Because everyone loved it so much, it was suggested to have it this time
as a Crochet Along which I am very honored to host. To make this crochet along even sweeter, Lion Brand
Yarns will help me host a giveaway at the end of the Crochet Along for one lucky winner to receive the entire
7 yarn skeins which are used to make this Advent Wreath. So be sure to have all your pictures posted by
October 9th. Below is a list to make this easier to understand and follow. In order to participate in the Advent
Wreath Crochet Along you have to follow these guidelines: History and more details on the parts of the
Advent Wreath But let me explain to you the history of the advent wreath and how it is used. The Advent
Wreath has 4 candles which are lit one by one each Sunday in the 4 weeks before Christmas Eve. However,
some people grow up with the traditional 3 purple and 1 pink candles, whereas others, like me, grew up with 4
red or white candles. I will let you decide how you want to crochet your candles. Sometimes the Advent
Wreath comes with a 5th candle in the middle that is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, although not
many families use the 5th candle, at least I do not know anyone used one while I grew up in Germany. So, if
you would check out a European calendar you would see that the 4 Advents are actually written on every
Sunday before Christmas Eve. Lighting the candles on an Advent Wreath made the kids very excited because
they know how many more weeks they have to wait till they can finally open their presents. Furthermore, I
create a video tutorial for every part of the crochet pattern. So, as you are making the Advent Wreath, you will
be given 6 video tutorials to help you along. This should make this pattern even easier and doable for
beginners or even the ones having trouble reading patterns. So, we will first crochet the wreath, then the
candles, followed by the stars and pinecones and finish it all up with the bows and hollies with leaves. To see
other stunning free crochet patterns, check out my collection HERE! Also be sure to add this pattern to your
Raverly Favorites by clicking the button below. If you add this pattern to you Ravelry Favorites and share it
on social media as a link, I will be able to share a lot more free crochet patterns for you all. Furthermore,
please join my Facebook Crochet Group so you can share your progress pictures with us and also get feedback
or answers to questions you may have about this project or other ones in the future. However, if you do not
want to wait for all the parts I already have the entire pattern listed HERE , but if you prefer an ad-free version
you can easily purchase the pdf for this pattern with all the parts included in one file below. In addition, I
created a downloadable pdf for you all, that has all the pictures as references added to the back of the pattern.
So you can choose whether you want to print them or not. That can save you a lot of ink in the long run.
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3: Prayers for Lighting the Advent Wreath Candles
The Advent wreath, or Advent crown, is a Christian tradition that symbolizes the passage of the four weeks of Advent in
the liturgical calendar of the Western www.enganchecubano.com is traditionally a Lutheran practice, although it has
spread to many other Christian denominations.

The wreath itself is also symbolic. The circle of evergreen in which the candles are placed represents
everlasting life. The seedpods, nuts and cones used to decorate the wreath are symbolic of resurrection, and
fruits represent the nourishing fruitfulness of the Christian life. Gathering materials for the wreath-perhaps on
an outing in the park or woods, or even in the backyard- and assembling it at home is an interesting family
project in which even the youngest children can participate. On the first Sunday of Advent, you may sprinkle
the wreath with holy water and bless it before the first purple candle is lit. The appropriate Advent collect can
be said as the candle[s] are lit each day of the week, followed by the blessing before meals, if you use the
wreath at mealtime. The second Sunday two purple candles are lit; the third Sunday, two purple and one rose;
and all candles are lit on the fourth Sunday. Children who are old enough can take turns lighting the candles.
The littlest ones can blow them out at the end of the meal. If you use the wreath at mealtime, it is helpful to
place it on a tray or platter so it can be moved, and to protect the table from candle wax. On Christmas Day, all
the greens and decorations are replaced with fresh ones, and four new white candles, symbolizing Christ,
replace the colored ones and are burned throughout the Christmas season. The Advent season is a good time to
pray the Angelus at family meals. Blessing for the Advent Wreath O God, by whose word all things are
sanctified, pour forth thy blessing upon this wreath and grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the
Coming of Christ, and may receive from thee abundant graces. Through Christ Our Lord. Blessing of Advent
Wreaths P. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You sent your Son to be the Light of the
world and to spread his light of love to all. May their ever increasing brightness be a sign to us of the
approaching nearness of your Son, that we might prepare in joy for his humble birth in a manger and be ready
to receive him at his coming again in glory; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen From Celebrating Advent and Christmas: A
Sourcebook for Families.
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4: Advent wreath - Wikipedia
The Advent wreath symbolizes the passage of the four weeks of Advent. It is typically a circular candle holder that holds
five candles. During the season of Advent, one candle on the wreath is lit each Sunday until all of the candles, including
the fifth candle, are lit on Christmas Day.

It is a time to ponder the great sacrifice that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, made for us by coming to earth
as an infant. He lived a perfect life, died a sacrificial death, and rose from the dead for us. An advent wreath
can be a teaching tool and a reminder for Christians of the true meaning of Christmas. The Advent wreath
symbolizes the passage of the four weeks of Advent. It is typically a circular candle holder that holds five
candles. During the season of Advent, one candle on the wreath is lit each Sunday until all of the candles,
including the fifth candle, are lit on Christmas Day. Each candle customarily represents an aspect of the
spiritual preparation for the celebration of the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Most Advent wreaths use three
colors of candles â€” purple, pink, and white. However, some may use blue in place of the purple. The Bible
readings below can be read as each candle is lit. Our hope comes from God! Help us to be ready to welcome
you, O God! Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall
become straight, the rough ways smooth. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because
there was no guest room available for them. And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. His birth was for his death, his death was for our birth!
Join us as we prepare our hearts with hope, joy, and love as we eagerly look forward to Christmas, the
celebration of the birth our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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5: FAQs: Advent and Christmas â€“ The United Methodist Church
About Advent Wreaths Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a circle of evergreen branches into which four
candles are inserted, representing the four weeks of Advent. Ideally, three candles are purple and one is rose, but white
candles can also be used.

That is, they originally stood for 4, 3, 2, and 1. However, people like for things in the church to have symbolic
meanings, so the candles have gradually acquired the meanings I gave you above. In some locations, the third
candle is pink, in others the fourth candle is pink; in still others, all four candles are purple. The purple candles
are lit during Advent, when the liturgical color is purple, and the white candle is lit on Christmas Eve that is,
after sundown , when the liturgical color is white. So that explains the colors of the purple and white
candlesâ€”they just match the liturgical decor. But what about the pink candle, if there is one? The pink candle
is becoming more and more popular, but it has a strange origin. Long ago, the pope had the custom of giving
someone a rose on the fifth Sunday in Lent. This led the Roman Catholic clergy to wear rose-colored
vestments on that Sunday. The effect was to give some relief the solemnity of Lent, so this was a very popular
custom. Originallyâ€”before shopping mallsâ€”Advent was a solemn fast in preparation for Christmas, so the
custom was extended to the third Sunday in Advent to liven it up a little bit, too. Somewhere in there the third
candle of the Advent wreath turned pink. Meanwhile, Advent is no longer solemn and the pope no longer has
the custom of giving out roses. Eve means evening, after all! How to Use Your Advent Wreath The idea is to
use the wreath in conjunction with worship services or personal or family devotions on the four Sundays in
Advent. You light candles at the beginning of each service and snuff them out at the end. On the first Sunday
in Advent, you light the first candle. Have your service, then snuff out the candle. On the second Sunday in
Advent, you light two candles, first the one from the previous Sunday, then the second one. Have your service,
then snuff out the candles. On the third Sunday in Advent, you light the two candles from the previous weeks,
in the order you lit them before, then you add the third one. On the fourth Sunday in Advent, you light the
three candles from the previous weeks, in the order you lit them before, then you light the fourth one. You
should get a stair-step effect, since each candle is a different length by now. If you have a fifth candle in the
center, then on Christmas Day you light the four candles in the order you lit them before, and then you light
the center candle. You notice how I emphasize snuffing out the candles at the end of each service? This has
absolutely no liturgical significance whatsoever, but it is vitally important and you must not leave it out. It
prevents the candles from burning your house down. I recommend that you snuff out the candles, rather than
blowing them out. The reason is that if you blow them out, you might spray hot wax over everything. Prayers
for Use With the Advent Wreath When you use an Advent Wreath in personal or family devotions, you can
use whatever scriptures and prayers you like. If you need a point of departure, here is something to get you
started. You can use different readings, you can modify the prayers, and you can add hymns, carols, or other
prayers as you like. Lord God, we light this candle to thank you for your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who is
the light of the world. We who have sat in darkness have seen a great light, the light of Jesus Christ, our
salvation. We who like sheep have gone astray have found the way to you through Jesus Christ. Lord God, we
light this candle to thank you for your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who brings us great joy. We who have
walked in the shadow of the valley of death have found life in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We who live in
discord and strife have found peace in the promise of eternal life, through Jesus Christ. On Christmas Eve after
sundown or on Christmas Day if you have a fifth white candle in the center Light all the purple candles and
the white candle Read Luke 1: We praise you, Lord God, because on this day, your Word became flesh in our
Savior Jesus Christ, was born of a woman, and walked among us as a man. Help us to imitate your
incarnation, by manifesting our faith in our conduct as well as in our speech. To you, O Lord, we give our
honor, praise, worship, and love, in the most holy and precious name of the One who is born today; because
He lives and reigns with you in your glory, and in the unity of the Holy Spirit, Amen. You can download a
printable version of this page to use as a hand-out or a bulletin insert. Collins and his licensors. You can get
permission to use this material.
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6: The Meaning of the Advent Wreath | Living Hope Church
The Advent wreath is the traditional Traditional Christmas Advent Wreath. Gift Boxed in a Nice Red Christmas Box
Beautifully Designed and Full of Christmas Sayings.

I think I gave her a pretty good answer. Perhaps you could provide a little more information. The Advent
wreath is part of our long-standing Catholic tradition. However, the actual origins are uncertain. There is
evidence of pre-Christian Germanic peoples using wreathes with lit candles during the cold and dark
December days as a sign of hope in the future warm and extended-sunlight days of Spring. By the Middle
Ages, the Christians adapted this tradition and used Advent wreathes as part of their spiritual preparation for
Christmas. By , both Catholics and Lutherans had more formal practices surrounding the Advent wreath. The
symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various evergreens, signifying continuous
life. Even these evergreens have a traditional meaning which can be adapted to our faith: The laurel signifies
victory over persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew, immortality; and cedar, strength and healing.
Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: The prickly leaves remind us of the crown of thorns, and one
English legend tells of how the cross was made of holly. The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or
end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. Any
pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the wreath also symbolize life and resurrection. All together, the
wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul and the new, everlasting life promised to us through
Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world becoming true man and who was victorious over
sin and death through His own passion, death, and resurrection. The four candles represent the four weeks of
Advent. A tradition is that each week represents one thousand years, to sum to the 4, years from Adam and
Eve until the Birth of the Savior. Three candles are purple and one is rose. The purple candles in particular
symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time. The rose
candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete
Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their
preparation is now half over and they are close to Christmas. The light again signifies Christ, the Light of the
world. Some modern day adaptions include a white candle placed in the middle of the wreath, which
represents Christ and is lit on Christmas Eve. Another tradition is to replace the three purple and one rose
candles with four white candles, which will be lit throughout Christmas season. In family practice, the Advent
wreath is most appropriately lit at dinner time after the blessing of the food. A traditional prayer service using
the Advent wreath proceeds as follows: On the First Sunday of Advent, the father of the family blesses the
wreath, praying: O God, by whose word all things are sanctified, pour forth Thy blessing upon this wreath,
and grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ and may receive from Thee
abundant graces. Who livest and reignest forever. During the second week of Advent, the father prays: O
Lord, stir up our hearts that we may prepare for Thy only begotten Son, that through His coming we may be
made worthy to serve Thee with pure minds. During the third week of Advent, the father prays: O Lord, we
beg Thee, incline Thy ear to our prayers and enlighten the darkness of our minds by the grace of Thy
visitation. Finally, the father prays during the fourth week of Advent, O Lord, stir up Thy power, we pray
Thee, and come; and with great might help us, that with the help of Thy grace, Thy merciful forgiveness may
hasten what our sins impede. Since Advent is a time to stir-up our faith in the Lord, the wreath and its prayers
provide us a way to augment this special preparation for Christmas. Moreover, this good tradition helps us to
remain vigilant in our homes and not lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas. Reprinted with permission
of the Arlington Catholic Herald.
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7: About Advent Wreaths
The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in A Lutheran minister working at a mission for children created a wreath
out of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red candles and four.

However, the actual origins are uncertain. There is evidence of pre-Christian Germanic peoples using wreathes
with lit candles during the cold and dark December days as a sign of hope in the future warm and
extended-sunlight days of Spring. By the Middle Ages, the Christians adapted this tradition and used Advent
wreathes as part of their spiritual preparation for Christmas. By , Catholics had more formal practices
surrounding the Advent wreath. The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of
various evergreens, signifying continuous life. Even these evergreens have a traditional meaning which can be
adapted to our faith: The laurel signifies victory over persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew,
immortality; and cedar, strength and healing. Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: The prickly leaves
remind us of the crown of thorns, and one English legend tells of how the cross was made of holly. The circle
of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and
the everlasting life found in Christ. Any pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the wreath also
symbolize life and resurrection. All together, the wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul and
the new, everlasting life promised to us through Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world
becoming true man and who was victorious over sin and death through His own passion, death, and
resurrection. The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. A customary tradition is that each week
represents one thousand years, to sum to the 4, years from Adam and Eve until the Birth of the Savior. Three
candles are purple and one is rose. The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, penance, and
preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday,
Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of
rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now half over
and they are close to Christmas. The light again signifies Christ, the Light of the world. Some modern day
adaptations include a white candle placed in the middle of the wreath, which represents Christ and is lit on
Christmas Eve. Another tradition is to replace the three purple and one rose candles with four white candles,
which will be lit throughout Christmas season. Blessing and Prayers the Advent Wreath In family practice, the
Advent wreath is most appropriately lit at dinner time after the blessing of the food. A traditional prayer
service using the Advent wreath proceeds as follows: On the First Sunday of Advent, the father of the family
blesses the wreath, praying: O God, by whose word all things are sanctified, pour forth Thy blessing upon this
wreath, and grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ and may receive from
Thee abundant graces. Who livest and reignest forever. He then continues for each of the days of the first
week of Advent, O Lord, stir up Thy might, we beg thee, and come, that by Thy protection we may deserve to
be rescued from the threatening dangers of our sins and saved by Thy deliverance. The youngest child then
lights one purple candle. During the second week of Advent, the father prays: O Lord, stir up our hearts that
we may prepare for Thy only begotten Son, that through His coming we may be made worthy to serve Thee
with pure minds. The oldest child then lights the purple candle from the first week plus one additional purple
candle. During the third week of Advent, the father prays: O Lord, we beg Thee, incline Thy ear to our prayers
and enlighten the darkness of our minds by the grace of Thy visitation. The mother then lights the two
previously lit purple candles plus the rose candle. Finally, the father prays during the fourth week of Advent:
O Lord, stir up Thy power, we pray Thee, and come; and with great might help us, that with the help of Thy
grace, Thy merciful forgiveness may hasten what our sins impede. The father then lights all of the candles of
the wreath. Since Advent is a time to stir-up our faith in the Lord, the wreath and its prayers provide us a way
to augment this special preparation for Christmas. Moreover, this good tradition helps us to remain vigilant in
our homes and not lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas.
8: Advent Wreath for sale | eBay
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The History of the Advent Wreath. The Advent wreath is part of our long-standing Catholic tradition. However, the actual
origins are uncertain. There is evidence of pre-Christian Germanic peoples using wreathes with lit candles during the
cold and dark December days as a sign of hope in the future warm and extended-sunlight days of Spring.

9: The Advent Wreath - St. Benilde Catholic Church - Metairie, LA
Elegant Advent pillar wreath and Christmas decor in white ceramic with metallic gold scripted Bible verses in stylistic
typography. Pillars nestle together and range in size from 2" to 5" tall; each is " square.
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