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Featured by Hans Dear Imaginary Reader: SO, I am a complete failure at self-advertising my idea of pushing
my stuff is close to: You have been warned. So is this Fanfiction? No book ever issued unsullied out of some
artsy abyss. And I want X to have sex with Y instead of with Z. Go ahead and give that mix a try! There is no
shame in fanfiction. Willy just contributed his iambic pentameter, his incredibly filthy jokes, andâ€¦you
knowâ€¦ his unrivaled poetic genius. This is not fanfiction. But you just saidâ€¦ A: Is it an abridgment, then?
You would think so, right? The main purpose of an abridgment is to make things shorter, and the main
purpose of this enterprise was to make thingsâ€¦ weirder, I guess? Also, I hate abridgments and find them
sacrilegious. What would you say to your Dear Imaginary Readers who wonder why they should read
something so familiar? I wish I could be you!!! If you started to read it at some point and somehow your eyes
glazed over when you saw the cast of characters was 10 pages longâ€¦ I getcha! The times have aâ€”changed!
If you started to read it and somehow your eyes glazed over and you were like: No wimpy 2â€”hour movie
can do justice to the tangled web the Count weaves. None of the versions even try: Except that anime where
the Count was a psychedelically inspired alien-elf. That one was exactly what Dumas envisioned, obviously.
His collaborators number the dozen, and of note are Gerard Nerval, the Countess Dash, and not one but three
Pauls: Think of it like a television show. The Mack kept Alex on schedule with tight outlines and historical
research, on top of which Dumas added his wit and flair. Also, you can bet Maquet was the one in charge of
keeping the coffee hot on the pot. How many volumes will there be? No one reads prologues anyway. Why is
this one so long? I may have bit off more than I can chew. What were you thinking, you fool?!? I was talking
about my Portobello and Pesto Panini! This Prologue is over!
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Up to an extent this is true, especially when we examine the events in the Weald, one of the first places where
the arrival and ambitions of Louis were quickly interpreted as a foreign invasion. In mistaking chivalric
propaganda, happily emulated by modern re-enactors, we sometimes forget that set-piece battles were
extremely rare, and thus warfare was seldom about shiny armour and gaudy banners with noble hand-to-hand
combat giving a man the chance to prove his bravery and be lauded with honours. Rather, it was about a band
of heavily armed and armoured well-trained rogues, outnumbering and outmatching a farmer and his sons as
the latter pick up farm tools in a doomed attempt to save their family from dishonour and death. For the
moment, suffice to say that these men, despicable criminals in modern eyes, will demonstrate another side to
their character, one of incredible bravery as they partake in a suicide mission. They will win our admiration at
last, and immediately trample upon it as we find out why the Second Battle of Lincoln is also called the Battle
of Lincoln Fair. At Lincoln we will see them in a whole new light, this time as shock-troops. Hubert de Burgh
An empty canvas: Similarly Nicola de le Haye is admirable, if only because she defends castle at an age most
women tend not to do so but she cannot be more than a symbolic role as Lincoln is too remote from the action
taking place in Kent, where much of the drama we seek is to be found. Even though their families are part of
the English social establishment, their names are too French and their backgrounds too posh to be readily
acceptable as English heroes. A leader who knows how to fight, and who knows how to reward his followers
with riches and plunder would appeal to a Medieval archer. To a modern audience though, he is a necessary
evil at best, much too nasty to fulfil the role of hero. Hubert de Burgh and William of Cassingham however,
are exactly what we need. They complement each other well. One an older experienced fighter, the other an
inexperienced but determined young hero. Both active in Kent, where their activities differ significantly, but
also form a curious symbiosis that just seems to makes sense. He performs many other tasks for John,
including that of warden, castellan, sheriff and justiciar. In the context of our story, we first encounter de
Burgh during the captivity of Prince Arthur in Rouen. One of the stories about the disappearance of this prince
was that de Burgh had received orders to blind and castrate the young boy, and was morally incapable of
carrying out those orders. When Louis invades some twelve years later, John appoints de Hubert de Burgh as
Castellan of Dover Castle, an absolutely crucial stronghold in the campaign that follows. De Burgh manages
to defend the castle during subsequent French sieges, even though the going gets very tough at times. De
Burgh purportedly manages to utter some very Churchillian speeches of defiance when pressed to surrender.
We are told he was a young squire, hinting at someone from a humble landowning family from Cassingham,
on the border between Kent and Sussex, in the Weald, the forested area between the North and South Downs.
We also know that he was firmly opposed to the notion of Frenchmen strolling around the countryside and
organised opposition. He led men from the Weald, armed with bows and other gear, in ambushes and surprise
attacks, making large parts of Kent and Sussex impassible for French troops. By the end of the war he leads a
thousand troops and takes them beyond the ambush stage into far more ambitious attacks which form a serious
hindrance to Prince Louis. Our young hero remains mysterious, presumably well at ease within the Weald, but
not really emerging into the spotlights beyond, quite happy to accept a royal pension and position as Warden
of the Weald after the war and remain there until his death many years later. This is, of course, brilliant for
storytelling purposes. Cassingham is a blank canvas, to be filled in as we desire, and perhaps not, letting the
audience fill in part of the enigma allows them ownership of this hero. Moreover, we know he got married at
some point because he has offspring, and that allows for the introduction of a love interest. Best of all,
Cassingham had the wits to assume a stage name, one that positively brims with potential. For he was also
known as Willikin of the Weald. However, most of what I have to say about them is better suited for the next
chapter where we will be forced to make some educated guesses regarding these commoners from Kent and
Sussex. For the moment, let me reassure you that there are many of them, no less than one thousand to be
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more precise. In achievement they do not lag far behind their descendants, the role they will play is a major
one. In character and ability they are very recognizable as the ancestors of the sturdy Yeomen who would
astonish all of Europe some hundred years later. The scene is set, the stage awaits. Your Opinion My favourite
goodie s on the list:
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The author of a series I truly wanted to like. All these wondrous, intricate ideas would pay off somewhere
around page of my saga, because by then the reader would be fully immersed in my land of wonders and
would accept me as the omniscient fictional-world-creating divinity that I was. And a good friend intervened:
There is just too much weird slang, and too much info to retain! Try rewriting it like that! Adults are smart,
they can figure it out! My friend was right. As authors, we have to avoid falling in love with our worlds so
much that we forget we have a story to tell. Story first, World second. Characters first, Story Secondâ€¦ they
dictate each otherâ€¦ World Third. Wikipedia entries are fine. Try to wade through a paragraph that sounds
like this: She was one of 17 Wimderbungers. The oldest of the Wimderbungers was in Venusian Meta-Years.
Each Meta-Year has seventeen assigned Warden Aynjols. Ellie thought about that as she ate a sandwich. The
sandwich was made of gluminoden, a substance trademarked by the Ruther company that allows for
distemporal drifting. The first one is owned by the Oligamaniacs and their Deep Dream Divers. Ellie finished
her sandwich. Ellie liked peanut butter sandwiches, even if they were made of glumonoden. She was a
relatable girl who was a little shy but very smart and brave. She was pretty enough, but in a non-threatening
way. There are 27 different kinds of Empowerment in Futurovia, and Ellie has 7 of them. Oh, yeah, I forgot,
each type of Empowerment has 5 levels. From Novice to God. Queen Futurovia the 1st died three thousand
years ago and is in no way relevant to this story, but you never know when a cash-in prequel novella can be
released! Anyway back to our story. He looked dangerous, every ripple of his biceps suggested a threat- but in
a sexy way. Ellie hated him at first sight. She knew a bad boy like that could break her heart, especially since
he was a Bundenwinger and therefore her polar opposite in the Magusian charts. Those can also be found at
the back of the book. The thing is, I have a LOT of sympathy for this writer, who is more ambitious than me.
Shannon is clearly a good writer with a powerful, vibrant imagination and I hope that many wonderful things
will come from her writing. Authors like Ursula K. Le Guin and Anthony Burgess can push the reader into a
completely alien universe and make us lose our bearings and force us to figure out the rules along the way.
Those people did that successfully because they had already developed their craft rigorously before their
ambitions could be fulfilled. Rowling wrote in her 30s as well. By contrast, Shannon was 22 with this debut,
and it shows. As little as five years might have a difference. Youth is valued in the music industry, in
modeling, in acting, for a variety of reasons. The willfully controversial movie critic Armond White once said
something that annoyed my youthful self:
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In selecting these novels, I have applied the criteria most commonly used by the Victorians themselves. Since
historical novels written in other countries contributed to mid-nineteenth century views of historical fiction, I
have included American ahd Continental European historical novels noticed in England from to In general, I
list these works according to the title and date of the first English edition that received a critical notice and
have added, in parentheses, the country and date of the original. Where there was no contemporary English
translation, I have listed the first foreign edition to be cited in England during this period. In the case of
Dumas, whose works generally attracted more notice in England as they appeared in France during the s than
in their English translations, I have listed both the first French edition mentioned by an English critic and the
first translation published in book form. I have, for the most part, included collections of novellae on historical
subjects but omitted short historical tales or story collections intended mainly for juvenile readers. However, I
have listed some tales for young people written by important novelists of the period. Bibliography Adams,
Henry Cadwallader. The Vale of Cedars; or, The Martyrs: A Story of Spain in the Fifteenth Century. The Days
of Bruce. Trans, by Lascelles Wraxall. Aurungzebe; or, A Tale of Alraschid. The Tower of London. Guy
Fawkes or The Gunpowder Treason: A Tale of the Plague and the Fire. James the Second; or, The Revolution
of A Tale of the South Downs. The Constable of the Tower: John Law the Projector. The Constable de
Bourbon. The South Sea Bubble: A Tale of the Year Boscobel; or The Royal Oak: Legends of Old London.
The Dark Year of Dundee: A Tale of the Scottish Reformation. The Days of Knox: A Tale of the Sixteenth
Century.. An Egyptian Tale of the Fourth Century. Allan McDougal; or, Scenes in the Peninsula. A Tale of
Lombardy in Apelles and His Contemporaries: The Battle of the Bosphorus. A Tale of the Sea. The
Sea-Kings in England: An Historical Romance of the Time of Alfred. The Handwriting on the Wall; A Story.
Tassi, the Greek Patriot: Barnadiston; a Tale of the Seventeenth Century. Benoni; or, The Triumph of
Christianity.. Wertheint a Mackintosh, German. The Maid of Honour; or. The Massacre of St. Bogue, French,
], The Beauty of Amalfi: Gallus; or, Roman Scenes of the Time of Augustus. Charicles; or, illustrations of the
Private Life of the Ancient Greeks. Behind the Scenes in Paris: A Tale of the Clubs and the Secret Police.
Benson Powlet; or, The French in Moscow in Les Catacombss de Paris. Modern Society in Rome: Alcazar;
or, The Dark Ages: A Japanese Story of the Olden Time. Billetts and Bivouacs; or, Military Adventure. The
Knight of the Conquest: A Romance of Mexico. Boniface, Joseph Xavier [X. Picciola; or, Captivity Captive.
La Belle Cordiere et ses trois aimants. A Tale of the Early British Christians. A Tale of The Last of the Czars;
or. The Doom of Nicholas: A Legend of Devon. Warleigh, or the Fatal Oak: Trelawny of Trelawne; or, The
Prophecy. The Trials of the Heart. Henry de Pomeroy; or, The Eve of St. A Romance of the West.. Louis and
His Times. A Legend of North Devon. A Romance of the Fourteenth Century. A Tale of the Eleventh Century.
A Tale of the Convenanters. The Provost of Paris: Williams and Norgate, German. Memoirs of Mary Stuart,
Queen of Scotland. The Last Days of Pompeii. Rienzi, The Last of the Tribunes. Leila; or, The Siege of
Granada. The Last of the Barons. Harold; or, The Last of the Saxon Kings. An Unfinished Historical
Romance. Edited by Edward R. The Prince Duke and the Page: Bianca Cappello, an Historical Romance. Sir
Guy de Esterge. Routledge, , Bungener, L[ouisJ F[elix. Bentley, French, Julian; or, The Close of an Era.. The
Gap of Barnesmere: A Tale of the Irish Highlands and the Revolution of A Tale of the Sixteenth Century.
James of the Hill: A Tale of the Troubles in Scotland, A. A Tale of the Irish Famine. Being a Tale of the Tithe
Rebellion. A Tale Founded on Fact.
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To speak briefly and truly, the count de Foix was perfect in person and in mind; and no contemporary prince
could be compared with him for sense, honour, or liberality. At the feasts of Christmas, which he kept with
great solemnity, crowds of knights and squires from Gascony waited on him, to all of whom he gave splendid
entertainments. I saw also knights from Arragon and England; which last were of the household of the duke of
Lancaster, who at that time resided at Bordeaux, whom the count received very graciously, and presented with
handsome gifts. I made acquaintance with these knights, and by them was informed of several things which
had happened in Castille, Navarre, and Portugal, which I shall clearly detail in proper time and place. He
arrived at the hotel of the Moon, where I lodged with Ernauton du Pin, in grand array, having led horses with
him like to a great baron, and he and his attendants were served on plate of gold and silver. When I heard his
name, and saw how much respect the count de Foix and all the others paid him, I asked sir Espaign du Lyon,.
One night, as we were sitting round the fire chatting and waiting for midnight, which was the hour the count
supped, his cousin began a conversation relative to his former life, and asked him to tell his adventures and
success in arms, without concealing loss or profit, as he knew he could well remember them. The following
year I was in Prussia with the count de Foix and his cousin the captal, under whose command I was. On our
return, we found the duchess of Normandy, the duchess of Orleans, and a great number of ladies and damsels,
shut up in Meaux in Brie. The peasants had confined them in the market-place of Meaux, and would have
violated them, if God had not sent us thither: Upwards of six thousand Jacks were killed on the spot, and they
never afterwards rebelled. The count de Foix returned to his own country, but my master and self remained
with the king of Navarre and in his pay. We made, with the help of others, a severe war on France; particularly
in Picardy, where we took many towns and castles in the bishoprics of Beauvois and Amiens: When the truce
expired between France and England, the king of Navarre discontinued his war, as peace had been made
between him and the regent. The king of England crossed the sea with a large army, and laid siege to Rheims,
whither he sent for the captal, who at that time was at Clermont in Beauvolsis, carrying on the war on his own
account. We joined the king of England and his children. Great numbers collected together, with many poor
companions who had learnt the art of war under different commanders, to hold councils as to what quarters
they should march, and they said among-themselves, that though the kings had made peace with each other, it
was necessary for them to live. They marched into Burgundy, where they had captains of all nations, Germans,
Scots, and people from every country. I was there also as a captain. They carried on their warfare until they
had gained the Pont du St. On his arrival at Avignon, the pope and cardinals had a conference with him: We
had possession of Ance, St. We ransomed the whole country, and they could only be freed from us by well
paying. The archpriest did great good to the Nivernois, by fortifying the city of Nevers, which otherwise
would have been ruined several times; for we had in the environs upwards of twenty-six strong places, as well
towns as castles, and no knight, squire, nor rich man, dared to quit his home unless he had compounded with
us; and this war we carried on under the name and pretext of the king of Navarre. At this time happened the
battle of Cocherel, where the captal de Buch commanded for the king of Navarre, and many knights and
squires went from us to assist him: I believe you must have all this in your history, as well as the event of the
battle. They were the strongest, and overpowered him: He was, however, so much vexed at being captured,
and with his loss that he swore he would never re-enter his fort until he had had his revenge. Thibaut, and
scale the town and castle of Sancerre. We may easily succeed in our attempt, for they pay no attention to us,
and our remaining longer here is not of any advantage. This Guichart had a brother a monk in the abbey of St.
They made instant preparations for their defence, and sent notice of the, intended attack to the knights and
squires of Berry and the Bourbonnois, and to the captains of the different garrisons in the neighbourhood, so
that they were four hundred good lances. They placed a strong ambuscade, of two hundred spears, in a wood
near to the town. We crossed the Loire, as we had intended, and were all over about midnight: When we had
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gone about a quarter of a league, they sallied forth upon those at the river side, whom they instantly
conquered; for all were slain or made prisoners; the horses were captured, and the passage of the river secured,
when, mounting our horses, they stuck spurs into them, and arrived at the town as soon as we did. We were
thus completely surrounded, and knew not which way to turn ourselves: They knew well the country, and had
posted a body of their men and servants in the vineyards, who cast stones and flints that bruised us much: On
saying this, Guichart left his prisoner and returned to the battle, where he showed himself a good man at arms.
We were conducted to the castle of Sancerre in great triumph: I accompanied sir Hugh Calverley with ten
lances into Spain, when we drove from thence don Pedro; but when treaties were afterwards made between
don Pedro and the prince of Wales, who wished to enter Castille, I was there, in the company of sir Hugh
Calverley, and returned to Aquitaine with him. Sir Robert Briquet was slain at a place called Olivet, in the
Orleannois, situated between the territories of the duke of Orleans and the country of Blois, where a squire
from Hainault, a gallant man at arms, and good captain, called Alars de Doustiennes, surnamed de Barbazan,
for he was of that family, met him, and conquered both him and his company. This Alars was at that time
governor of Blois and its dependencies, for the lords Lewis, John, and Guy de Blois; and it chanced that he
met sir Robert Briquet and sir Robert Cheney at Olivet, when both were slain on the spot, and all their men,
for none were ransomed. Afterwards, at time battle of Niort, Carsuelie was killed by sir Bertrand du Guesclin,
and seven hundred English perished that day. I know but few, except myself who have escaped death. When
the duke of Anjon came to attack them with his army, Raymonet turned to the French; but I remained steady
to the English, and shall do so as long as I live. In truth, when I lost the castle of Trigalet, and was escorted to
castle Cuillet, after the retreat of the duke of Anjon into France, I resolved to do something which should
either make me or ruin me. I therefore sent spies to reconnoitre the town and castle of Thurie in the Aibigeois,
which castle has since been worth to me, as well by compositions as by good luck, one hundred thousand
francs. I will tell you by what means I conquered it. Upon this, I formed my plan; and, taking with me fifty
men from the castle of Cuillet, we rode all day over heaths and through woods, and about midnight I placed an
ambuscade near Thurie. Myself, with only six others, disguised as women, with pails in our hands, entered the
meadow very near the town, and hid ourselves in a heap of hay; for it was about St. One of us sounded his
horn, as a notice for the ambuscade to advance. I know not whether he be the curate or chaplain of the town.
Thus did I gain the town and castle of Thurie, which has been to me of greater profit and more annual revenue
than this castle and all its dependencies are worth. At this moment, I know not how to act: Several have sold
their forts, and gone away; and I am doubtful whether or not to sell mine. Have I well told you my life? I have
had many more adventures, but of which I neither can nor will speak. The country at that time was so
desolated and harassed, and so full of free companies in every part, that none dared to venture out of their
houses. I must inform you, that between Brioude and Ance, the country is mountainous, and the distance from
one of those towns to the other twenty-six leagues. The king of France was young, and had too much to do in
various parts of his kingdom; for the free companies had quartered themselves everywhere, and he could not
get rid of them. Many of the great lords of France were hostages in England; during which time their property
and vassals were pillaged, and there was not any remedy for this mischief, as their men were too dispirited
even to defend themselves. Louis Raimbaut had at Brioude a very handsome woman for his mistress, of whom
he was passionately fond; and, when he made any excursions from Brioude to Ance, he intrusted her to the
care of Limousin. Limousin was his brother in arms, and in him did he put his whole confidence; but he took
such good care of the fair lady that he obtained every favour from her, and Louis Raimbaut had information of
it. This enraged Louis Raimbaut against his companion; and, in order to insult him as much as possible, he
ordered him to be seized by his servants and marched naked, all but his drawers, through the town, and then
flogged with rods: He therefore resolved to go to him, entreat his mercy, and beg he would make his peace
with France, for that he would henceforward be a loyal Frenchman. He went therefore to Voulte, being well
acquainted with the roads, and entered a house, for he was on foot: The lord de la Voulte, in the afternoon,
came into the court to amuse himself, and advanced to the gate: From that time he retained him in his castle,
and did not allow him to depart until he had made his peace everywhere. He was there examined as to the
strength and situation of Brioude, and also respecting Louis Raimbaut; at what times he made excursions, and
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whither he generally directed them. When Limousin was certain he had left Brioude, he told the lord de la
Voulte to assemble his men, for that Raimbaut was at Ance and would soon return, and that he would conduct
them to a defile through which he must pass. They had equally divided their men; and the viscount de
Polignac and his party were posted near St. I must tell you, that he was accustomed never to go and return by
the same road: On his return, he went over the hills above Lyons, and Vienne, and below the village of
Argental, and then straight towards le Monastier, three short leagues from Puy; and, after passing between the
castles of Menestrol and Montfaucon, he made a circuit towards a village called le Batterie, between Nonnay
and St. On the first shock, the greater part were unhorsed: Do you remember the insult and shame you made
me undergo at Brioude, on account of your mistress? I did not think that for a woman you would have made
me suffer what you did; for, if it had happened to me, I should not have been so angry. To two brothers in
arms, such as we were then, one woman might have occasionally served. Louis Raimbaut was carried to
Nonnay and imprisoned: Thus died Louis Raimbaut: The two squires then made themselves ready, and,
having lighted torches, we left the inn together, taking the road to the castle, as did all the knights and squires
who lodged in the town. Too much praise cannot be given to the state and magnificence of the count de Foix,
nor can it be too much recommended; for, during my stay there, I found him such, as far to exceed all that I
can say of him, and I saw many things which gave me great pleasure.
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