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The edition of "The Best American Sports Writing" has plenty of moments that will enthrall avid sports fans and even
those less avid who merely like a good story. The series is a national treasure, which collects the best sports related
writing every year and puts it into a single easy-to-read volume.

Sports fans--but why limit this sparkling, spirited, passionate prose to just sports fans? Their tribute to the
knights of the keyboards is Hall of Fame-level from cover to cover. By the time Best takes the checkered flag
nearly pages later, it has covered a remarkably rich and varied course that runs through the pens of such
remarkable talents as Grantland Rice, Red Smith, Frank Deford, W. From selection to selection, writes
Halberstam in his introduction, "we watch the country change. Liebling, Tom Wolfe, and Hunter S. I showed
my gratitude by burying my head in its covers and ignoring the outside world her included until I had finished.
Since that time I have been a keen follower of the series. Because I live in Australia I have little prior
background to many of the stories, but this perhaps gives me an objectivity which enhances my enjoyment.
The "Best American Sports Writing of the Century" is a seriously thick compilation of some fantastic pieces.
This is a book to savor. Thompson speak to everyone regardless of the subject. This is a book to read and
savor over a long period of time, to return to often, and share among friends. While the omission of A. Take
this book on vacation - or take a vacation by reading this book. Not What It Could Have Been By Brian Lewis
on Sep 06, If you enjoy reading about sports, there is little doubt you will enjoy many pieces in this book,
especially if your interests lean toward boxing and baseball, which completely dominate this book. I feel like
readers would have better served if the editors had broken things down differently, perhaps by decade, or by
sport, with 2 or 3 pieces from each. That would have given readers a much better feel for the breadth of sports
in the 20th century. But with this, the selections are clustered around mid to late century and as noted, are
mostly about baseball and boxing. A very high percentage of the articles are about retired athletes bemoaning
their lost "Glory Days. There is one article about hockey, a piece on the making of a goon and none about
basketball. Track and field is not represented at all. One of the best compilations of important sports history. A
Customer on Sep 28, Great writers. Very insightful and revealing. Super Sports Stories By Z. Blume on Nov
29, This is an excellent book for several reasons--it is convenient in that you can quickly read one story and
put the book aside without having to go back to get back into the story, it is full of excellent writing, and it
gives beautiful glimpses into a very diverse group of sports. The book advertises itself as containing the "best"
sports writing of the century and for the most past I would certainly agree, and disagreement has to be
expected when you declare something the best, so it is great reading. It is fine journalism, telling captivating
stories about people and games, but it is also does an excellent job of showing the importance of sports beyond
the fields of play. I would highly recommend the book to sports loves, aspiring journalists, and I would also
recommend many of the pieces for people who cannot understand why sports lovers really love sports. I was
reading a lot of Updike at that time, and found it strangely to be the most moving, the best thing he had
written. I will venture to say it is one of the best things in this book. Other sports - writing I loved a lot came
not from the daily papers or columns or magazines but from longer often fictional works. I would also say that
Hemingway in his writing about fishing and boxing and bullfighting- and Lardner who is included here but in
a small selection were at the highest level of the game. That said I believe this present collection a rich one.
The opening piece on Joe D. The last selection of Norman Mailer on Muhammed Ali is as big as the egos of
both of these two master- self- promoters. For some reason Baseball and Boxing are the sports most written
about. Baseball is a world in itself, with its own special character. Boxing has the drama of the man- againstman combat. When I was a child one of my heroes was Grantland Rice. And I am happy to see a selection
from his columns here. Again there is a great deal of wonderful stuff here but I am not sure it has most of the
great sports- writing of the century in it. I think of some of the sports-biographies which have been written and
are truly outstanding. What I am saying I guess is that this very good selection is still only a small part of what
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there is out there. The game is long , and the life too short to read. However, such arguments only occur when
somebody puts out their choices for public consumption. Having said that, I offer the following criticisms.
There was a fairly lengthy story about Bobby Fischer that was interesting but kept me wondering if chess was
a sport. There were a number of short articles and feature articles that were good but still made you wonder
why they were included. However, there was plenty of the better and some of the best. The book gave me a
good introduction to an excellent sports writer I had not previously known of; W C Heinz. There was the
fascinating "Outside" magazine article by Jon Krakauer, "Into Thin Air" that led to the later equally excellent
book of the same name. Unfortunately, the latter section includes an endless article about the Champ by
Norman Mailer ironicly titled "Ego". This is an enjoyable book. Some articles may not have merited inclusion
in a book of this title but they were still fairly interesting. Boxing, horse racing, and baseball were prominent
in the first half of the century, while the "x-games" of mountaineering and fishing came to light later. Five
stars without any reservations. Lucas on Jan 06, I purchased this book last year, and found it to be so
enjoyable that I gave my copy to a friend, and then ordered two more copies for Christmas gifts. If you, or
someone you know, likes to read short stories that cover all sports written by the best of our generation, buy
this. Solid but not spectacular A Customer on Aug 29, This is a thouroughly joyous book. The Ali selection is
nice, and the Bobby Fischer piece is fabulous. All in all a good buy. Time for Another Review By J. Campbell
on Dec 16, David Halberstam is often overlooked as a writer despite the success of his books during his
lifetime. As one of the editors of this anthology, his introduction should be read by anyone wishing to
understand why sports have become inseparable from American culture and how the skills of writers on the
subject have concurrently matured. Although Halberstam was better known for his work as a journalist and
historian, sports writing was his first love and the pieces in this collection must have been chosen accordingly.
From Lardner to Updike and Deford these pieces all shine like gems illuminating uniquely American
literature. Terrific Compilation of Writing By Matthew Sherdan on Feb 15, This book is a compilation of
game stories and articles written by the most accomplished names in the business. From human interest pieces
to game coverage and analysis, this book covers them all. This book is a must have for the avid sports reader.
Great reading for all sports enthusiasts. By Djf on Jun 20, Great reading for all sports enthusiasts. Comparable
in every way to Rice, Murray and those very few top shelf sports writers. It exceeds expectation is pretty much
a must read for all sports fans. Everything i hoped it would be The best collection of sports stories ever By
Priscilla on Jun 22, The best collection of sports stories ever!!! We have given it as a gift and recommended it
to many others. Great Collection By Amazon Customer on Feb 05, The book is full of great sports stories by
writers you know well. There are three long stories magazine continuing series type pieces , and many other
shorter ones. By John Francis on Mar 01, This is a book that I have purchased at least four times, and given to
friends and relatives to read. Anyone who has lived through some of these times, as depicted in this book, will
have a love for the stories that are told here. Add a Book Review Book Summary: This particular edition is in
a Paperback format. It was published by Mariner Books and has a total of pages in the book. To buy this book
at the lowest price, Click Here.
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Find helpful customer reviews and review ratings for The Best American Sports Writing (The Best American Series Â®)
at www.enganchecubano.com Read honest and unbiased product reviews from our users.
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Common Knowledge Series The Best American Sports Writing. The Best American Sports Writing by The Best
American Sports Writing (The Best.

5: Best American Sports Writing Series by David Halberstam
The Best American Series The Best American Short Stories: The Best American Essays. The Best American Sports
Writing. The Best American Essays ;.

6: The Best American Sports Writing - Wikipedia
Well established as the premier sports anthology, The Best American Sports Writing embraces the world of sports in all
its drama, humanity, and excitement. This year's illustrious contributors join the ranks of such celebrated writers as
George Plimpton, David Remnick, and David Halberstam.
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The Best American Sports Writing of the Century by Halberstam, David (Editor) and a great selection of similar Used,
New and Collectible Books available now at www.enganchecubano.com

8: The Best American Sports Writing by Richard Ford
GLENN STOUT is a freelance writer, author, and editorial consultant and has served as Series Editor of The Best
American Sports Writing since its inception. He is the author of Young Woman and the Sea and Fenway , and has
collaborated with Richard Johnson on Red Sox Century, Yankees Century, The Cubs and The Dodgers.

9: The Best American Series - Sports Writing
The Best Sports Writing is a yearly anthology of magazine articles on the subject of sports published in the United
States. It was started in as part of The Best American Series published by Houghton Mifflin.
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