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THE BODY BOX by Lynn Abercrombie is a hard hitting, realistic case of a mad man who keeps his victims in a box for
weeks until he decides to finally kill them. His thrill, apparently, is watching them slowly die from starvation.

It has been a very quite long time since the last time I submit any intresting and mysterious cases in here. So
while I was looking up about the Isdal Woman on the internet lately, I found out some very similar and also on
the same level of intrigue cases like the Isdal Woman in which the victim could not be identified for a very
long time. So here is the case of the Boy in The Box of Philadelphia. The "Boy in the Box" is the name given
to an unidentified murder victim, 4 to 6 years old, whose naked, battered body was found in a cardboard box
in the Fox Chase section of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on February 25,  The naked body was inside a
cardboard box which had once contained a bassinet of the kind sold by J. There were signs of severe
malnourishment, as well as surgical scars on the ankle and groin, and an L-shaped scar under the chin. The
body was first discovered by a young man who was checking his muskrat traps. Fearing that the police would
confiscate his traps, he did not report what he had found. A few days later, a college student spotted a rabbit
running into the underbrush. Knowing that there were animal traps in the area, he stopped his car to
investigate and discovered the body. He too was reluctant to have any contact with the police, but he did report
his find the following day. The police received the report and opened an investigation on February 26, 
However, no one ever came forward with any useful information. The case attracted massive media attention
in Philadelphia and the Delaware Valley. The police even went so far as to distribute a postmortem
photograph of the boy fully dressed and in a seated position, as he may have looked in life, in the hopes it may
lead to a clue. The case remains unsolved to this day. Many tips and theories have been advanced in the case.
Although most of these have been dismissed, two theories have excited considerable interest among the police
and media, and they have been extensively investigated. The foster home theory: This theory concerns a foster
home that was located approximately 1. When the psychic was brought to the Philadelphia discovery site, she
led Bristow directly to the foster home. Upon attending an estate sale at the foster home, Bristow discovered a
bassinet similar to the one sold at J. Bristow believed that the boy belonged to the stepdaughter of the man
who ran the foster home, and that they disposed of his body so the stepdaughter would not be exposed as an
unwed mother. Despite this circumstantial evidence, the police were not able to find any definite links
between the Boy in the Box and the foster family. In , Philadelphia police lieutenant Tom Augustine, who is in
charge of the investigation, and several members of the Vidocq Society a group of retired policemen and
profilers , interviewed the foster father and the stepdaughter whom he had married. The interview seemed to
confirm that the family was not involved in the murder. The foster home investigation was closed. The woman
known as "M" Another theory was brought forward in February by a woman identified only as "M.
Subsequently, the boy was subjected to extreme physical and sexual abuse for two and a half years. He was
then killed in a fit of rage by being slammed to the floor after vomiting in the bathtub. The man eventually
drove off. This story corroborated confidential testimony given by a male witness in , who said that the body
had been placed in a box previously discarded at the scene. Forensic artist Frank Bender developed a theory
that the victim may have been raised as a girl. Bender later released a sketch of the unidentified child with
long hair, reflecting the strands found on the body. The lead was originally discovered by a Philadelphia man
who introduced Romano and Hoffmann to each other and then developed and presented, with the help of
Hoffmann, to the Philadelphia Police Department and the Vidocq Society in early  In December , Romano
became aware of the lead and agreed to help the man from Philadelphia and Hoffmann to personally obtain the
DNA from this particular family member in January - which was sent quickly to the Philadelphia Police
Department. Local authorities confirmed that they would investigate the lead, yet they stated that they would
need to do more research on the circumstances surrounding the link to Memphis before comparing DNA. In ,
his body was exhumed for the purpose of extracting DNA, which was obtained from enamel on a tooth. The
coffin, headstone, and funeral service were donated by the son of the man who had buried the boy in  There
was significant public attendance and media coverage at the reburial. The following link on the Wikipedia also
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contains a picture of the victim:
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2: Boy in the Box (Philadelphia) - Wikipedia

The Body Box has ratings and 18 reviews. Haley said: Very, very, very good book! It keeps you on the edge of your
seat. It had a good bit of humor to.

Discovery of the body[ edit ] Crime scene where the body was found. The naked body was inside a cardboard
box which had once contained a bassinet of the kind sold by J. There were signs of severe malnourishment, as
well as surgical scars on the ankle and groin, and an L-shaped scar under the chin. Fearing that the police
would confiscate his traps, he did not report what he had found. A few days later, a college student spotted a
rabbit running into the underbrush. Knowing that there were animal traps in the area, he stopped his car to
investigate and discovered the body. He too was reluctant to have any contact with the police, but he did report
his find the following day. Investigation[ edit ] The police received the report and opened an investigation on
February 26,  However, no one ever came forward with any useful information. The case remains unsolved to
this day. Although most of these have been dismissed, two theories have generated considerable interest
among the police and media, and they have been extensively investigated. The foster home[ edit ] Forensic
facial reconstruction showing what the boy may have looked like when alive. This theory concerns a foster
home that was located approximately 1. When the psychic was brought to the Philadelphia discovery site, she
led Bristow directly to the foster home. Bristow believed that the boy belonged to the stepdaughter of the man
who ran the foster home, and that they disposed of his body so the stepdaughter would not be exposed as an
unwed mother. The interview seemed to confirm that the family was involved in the murder. The foster home
investigation was closed. One evening at dinner, the boy vomited up his meal of baked beans and was given a
severe beating, with his head slammed against the floor until he was semiconscious. He was then given a bath,
during which he died. The man eventually drove off. This story corroborated confidential testimony given by a
male witness in , who said that the body had been placed in a box previously discarded at the scene. Bender
later released a sketch of the unidentified child with long hair, reflecting the strands found on the body. The
lead was originally discovered by a Philadelphia man who introduced Romano and Hoffmann to each other
and then developed and presented, with the help of Hoffmann, to the Philadelphia Police Department and the
Vidocq Society in early  In December , Romano became aware of the lead and agreed to help the man from
Philadelphia and Hoffmann to personally obtain the DNA from this particular family member in January -
which was sent quickly to the Philadelphia Police Department. Local authorities confirmed that they would
investigate the lead, yet they stated that they would need to do more research on the circumstances
surrounding the link to Memphis before comparing DNA. In , his body was exhumed for the purpose of
extracting DNA , which was obtained from enamel on a tooth. The coffin, headstone, and funeral service were
donated by the son of the man who had buried the boy in  There was significant public attendance and media
coverage at the reburial. Special Victims Unit have all used fictionalized accounts of the Boy in the Box case.
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These are cases of vanished children, bodies found in mysterious circumstances, and serial killers who
disappear back into society. As time goes on, these cases get colder and colder and the shroud of mystery
thicker. The identity of the killer who terrified East London in remains a mystery to this day. Many have
speculated on who exactly the killer of five women in the Whitechapel area of London was, but no one has
solved it and probably never will. In the late s his letters stopped and the Zodiac Killer vanished without a
trace. The body of a young boy was found hidden in a cardboard box in a Philadelphia neighbourhood. The
boy, believed to be four to six years old, was never identifiedâ€”despite tireless searches and appeals to the
public. Tests found he was malnourished and abused, leading to theories that he was an abandoned orphan. No
one knows who the boy was or how he ended up in the box. Police looked into many suspects, one being
alleged Crips member Orlando Anderson, but Anderson was later killed in an unrelated shooting. The
investigation first centred on her parents but they were exonerated after DNA evidence collected from the
scene was from an unrelated male. In , John Mark Karr was arrested after he allegedly confessed to the
murderâ€”however, DNA tests failed to link him to the case. The murder still remains unsolved to this day.
Their daughter, Lizzie Borden, was charged but later acquitted of the gruesome murders. The Chicago teens,
15 and 13 years old, never made it home. Police had only an eyewitness account of a blue pickup truck driving
away from the scene. No one has ever been caught for the abduction and murder of Amber. It was this case
that launched the Amber Alert system which is now a North American-wide coordinated system that warns the
public when a child goes missing. Reportedly she was approached by a man who asked her to search for his
lost dog. Police were baffled as the pills came from different factories and were purchased in different drug
stores in the city. Hours later their parents reported them missing, sparking one of the largest police
investigations in the history of Australia. The year-old actress and her husband, Robert Wagner, were on their
yacht anchored off Catalina Island when Wood reportedly drowned. The actress, who was afraid of dark
water, was found floating face-down about a mile away from the yacht. Her death, and the mystery
surrounding it, sent shockwaves through Hollywood. The chain of events that led to her death that night
remains unsolved. Her parents, having left for dinner, returned at 10 p. There has been much speculation and
millions of dollars poured into the search for Madeleine but the trail remains cold to this day. Cooper has
never been found despite the FBI looking at over 1, suspects. Between and , 12 victims, only two of whom
were identified, were found dumped in a creek bed in an area of Cleveland, Ohio known as Kingsbury Run.
The bodies were often headless and limbless. All three of their cars were parked outside and their purses and
keys were still inside the home. Although her cabin had been ransacked, no belongings had been stolen. Many
people think Fossey was killed by the gorilla poachers she fought against, while others believe local gold
smugglers were responsible. Either way, her murder remains unsolved, but she is remembered for the major
impact of her work on the recovery of the mountain gorilla population. An ensuing man hunt, which included
a mystery letter possibly sent by the killer, turned up nothing. Despite public speculation and rumours, the
murderer was never caught.
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4: Cold Cases & Unsolved Crimes | News, Articles & Stories | True Crime Report

The Body Box (Cold Case Thriller, #1) by Lynn Abercrombie He calls it the Body Box. It's a space too small for his
victims to sit up or lie down. But it's the perfect place to keep them for his games--the perfect place to watch them while
they die.

The new investigation reveals that the rowdy boy lived at a Catholic-run orphanage and was adopted two days
before his suspicious demise. Synopsis Edit The episode opens on April 2,  A group of boys and girls are
playing in a field. There are two nuns taking care of them. Suddenly, a young boy appears, dressed as a
cowboy. The kids greet him happily. In another flashback later on the same field, a young man chases a rabbit.
As he walks, he finds a box. Curious, he decides to open it. What he sees inside is the body of a dead boy. In
the present, Lt. Stillman shows the detectives a suitcase that someone left in the stairs of St. She picks it up
and reads on the back: Stillman, Lilly and Scotty look for the records of the murder. The boy was dumped
inside a box in Fox Chase. No one ever claimed his body and the cause of death is undetermined. The man
who found the box comes into Homicide all the time to ask if there is any news. Scotty and Lilly go visit the
nuns who were responsible for Fernwood at that time â€” Sisters Vivian and Grace. They talk to Sister Vivian
and learn that Sister Grace died recently. Lilly asks Sister Vivian if she recognizes the boys in the picture or
remembers a boy named Arnold. They ask about records from Fernwood. They learn that in , there was a
6-year-old boy named Arnold Curville in Fernwood. Arnold was adopted by a couple named Ruben and Lila
Hanson two days before he was found in the box. In a flashback of , Gretchen and Arnold are in Fernwood. In
the present, Gretchen remembers that Arnold was adopted one morning and she never had the chance to say
goodbye. He never went to meet her at the Horse Fair. She remembers that before being adopted, two other
families had taken him and brought him back to Fernwood, because he acted up a lot. Jeffries and Vera go
visit Roger, one of the boys from Fernwood in the picture with Arnold. Roger remembers that Arnold drove
the sisters mad. In a flashback of , we see Arnold and another two boys, trying to leave Fernwood to go play in
the woods. Sister Vivian sees them. Arnold acts up to her and she takes him back upstairs. The present day
Roger remembers that Arnold was the terror of Fernwood, and that everyone loved him. Jeffries and Vera tell
Roger that they think Arnold might have been murdered. Roger looks at the picture of the boy in the box and
is shocked. Jeffries asks Roger if he has kids. He tells them he has two adopted boys. There are no prints on it.
Lilly wonders what may have happened to Arnold. Perhaps he was adopted, and acted up on his new parents
who got angry and beat him too hard? The man who found Arnold in the box, Walter Rafferty, comes in. Lilly
and Scotty talk to him. Walter tells again how everything happened. He says that the body was wrapped in a
blue blanket. Scotty asks Walter if he was involved with the death, and Walter says no. In a flashback, we see
Walter going back to the place where he found the box. Walter tries to talk to her, but she runs away. At the
office, Scotty asks Walter why this murder is so important in his life. At the office, they wonder if Arnold died
in the orphanage and someone covered it up. Scotty and Lilly break the news to Gretchen. They ask her to
think about who could have hurt Arnold in Fernwood. Gretchen says that once Arnold got beat up by another
boy, Freddy Baker; and also that Arnold got disciplined a lot by Sister Vivian. In a flashback of , we see the
children playing on the field. The boy who comes back dressed up as a cowboy is Arnold. Gretchen asks him
why he came back; he says he ran away because he had no one to play with. Sister Vivian gets angry with
Arnold and takes him to her office to discipline him. It was always Sister Vivian who punished the kids.
Scotty goes to talk to Freddy Baker. Freddy says that Arnold was the only kid who always wanted to go back
to Fernwood. Scotty asks about Sister Vivian, and Freddy says she was really cruel, but he doubts she could be
capable of murder. However, he admits he still has scars on his back from that time. Sister Vivian says that
Arnold had a serious behavior problem. Lilly insinuates that Sister Vivian did something to Arnold. She says
that Sister Grace was the one responsible for the paperwork, and that she only signed them. Lilly asks why
Sister Grace would do that, and Sister Vivian says that she was unreliable and unable to discipline the
children. In a flashback of , we see an adoption party at Fernwood. A couple tries to talk to Arnold. Arnold
shoves the woman and runs away. Sister Vivian sees it and tells Sister Grace to pay attention to him. Sister
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Grace says she told Arnold to behave properly. Sister Vivian says they have to control Arnold, otherwise he
will never have a home. Sister Vivian answers that some stories should not be told. They say that one thing
caught their attention. Lilly says they have to find out what the boys did at the Science Club. Gretchen is at the
office talking to Lilly and Scotty. She says the boys went to Science Club on Fridays, and it was outside
Fernwood. Sister Grace was the one who took them there. Gretchen also believes that the picture they have
was taken were the Science Club was held. Jeffries and Vera talk to Roger. He says the Science Club was a
weekly field trip, to a place that looked like a hospital. He says that every time they did something different,
and once they had breakfast in the middle of the afternoon. In a flashback of , we see the boys arriving at the
Science Club. The boys are surprised, since they just had lunch. The present day Roger says that the Science
Club was fun, never scary. Lilly says they have to find out what else happened at the science club. The place
they went to is the Hoover Institute. The next morning, Lilly and Scotty meet in front of the Hoover Institute.
In the s, governmental research took place there. Volunteers were used in test groups, and Fernwood was paid
a fee for every boy they brought in. They go inside to talk to Dr. Thayer, who still works there. Thayer says
the Fernwood boys did radiation tests at the Hoover Institute. Thayer explains that at that time, they lived on
the fear of the Cold War, and they thought those tests would be good for them. At the office, Vera says that he
found out that the Hoover Institute also conducted behavior research experiments â€” they tried to cure
psychotics with insulin, isolation tanks, and electroshock therapy. She says that the Fernwood boys were really
cute, but they never were a part of the behavior research. Sally also remembers that Sister Grace sometimes
went to Behavior, to visit Clayton, a young man who worked as an assistant in the lab. In a flashback of , we
see Sister Grace talking to Clayton. She asks Clayton to help Arnold and give him one of the treatments they
do there. In the present, Sally says that on that night she saw Sister Grace with the boy in town, and she
assumed that she was taking the boy to shock treatment.

5: "Cold Case" Thrill Kill (TV Episode ) - IMDb

The 's notorious cold case of the "boy in the box" is reopened and it's discovered that he resided in a Catholic
orphanage with his sister until his sudden adoption before his death.

6: Books similar to The Body Box (Cold Case Thriller, #1)

A new cold case unit at the New Castle County Police Department began and her decomposing body was found 10 " A
historic marker was mounted for "The Boy in the Box" in Philadelphia in 

7: The Body Box (Cold Case Thriller, #1) by Lynn Abercrombie

The case of The Lady of the Dunes is a sad, strange one. That name belongs to the body of a woman, whose corpse
was discovered among the sandy dunes of Provincetown, MA.

8: NY Daily News - We are currently unavailable in your region

The body of a young boy was found hidden in a cardboard box in a Philadelphia neighbourhood. The boy, believed to be
four to six years old, was never identifiedâ€”despite tireless searches and.

9: â€˜The Keeper of Lost Causesâ€™ Review: Mikkel Norgaardâ€™s Cold-Case Thriller â€“ Variety

The "Boy in the Box" case is the longest active homicide case in Philadelphia. Tips can be sent to: The Vidocq Society
at () or Sgt. Robert Kuhlmeier at the Philadelphia Police.
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