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1: The Companion to the Book of Common Worship by Peter C. Bower
book of common worship prepared by the theology and worship ministry unit for the presbyterian church (u.s.a.) and the
cumberland presbyterian church commended by the th general assembly ().

Prayers of Confession and Pardon O Holy One, we call to you and name you as eternal, ever-present, and
boundless in love. Yet there are times, O God, when we fail to recognize you in the dailyness of our lives.
Sometimes shame clenches tightly around our hearts, and we hide our true feelings. Sometimes fear makes us
small, and we miss the chance to speak from our strength. Sometimes doubt invades our hopefulness, and we
degrade our own wisdom. Holy God, in the daily round from sunrise to sunset, remind us again of your holy
presence hovering near us and in us. Free us from shame and self-doubt. Help us to see you in the
moment-by-moment possibilities to live honestly, to act courageously, and to speak from our wisdom. Dear
Heavenly Father, we lower our heads before you and we confess that we have too often forgotten that we are
yours. Sometimes we carry on our lives as if there was no God and we fall short of being a credible witness to
You. For these things we ask your forgiveness and we also ask for your strength. Give us clear minds and
open hearts so we may witness to You in our world. Remind us to be who You would have us to be regardless
of what we are doing or who we are with. Hold us to You and build our relationship with You and with those
You have given us on earth. Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from Your ways
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended
against Your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done
those things which we ought not to have done; and there is nothing good in us. O Lord, have mercy upon us,
miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent; according
to Your promises declared unto men in Christ Jesus our Lord. Grant that we may hereafter live a godly,
righteous, and sober life; to the glory of His name. Amen Almighty God, who does freely pardon all who
repent and turn to Him, now fulfill in every contrite heart the promise of redeeming grace; forgiving all our
sins, and cleansing us from an evil conscience; through the perfect sacrifice of Christ Jesus our Lord. The
Book of Common Worship, Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to
undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us
a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we
can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image, through Jesus Christ,
the light of the world. Westminster John Knox, ; p. He has not dealt wit us according to our sins, nor rewarded
us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness
toward those who fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from
us. Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Episcopal Book of Common Prayer Almighty God, since thou delayst with so much forbearance the
punishments which we have deserved and daily draw on ourselves, grant that we may not indulge ourselves
but carefully consider how often and in how many different ways we have provoked thy wrath against us. May
we learn humbly to present ourselves to thee for pardon, and with true repentance implore thy mercy. With all
our heart we desire to submit ourselves to thee, whether thou chastisest us, or according to thine infinite
goodness, forgivest us. Let our condition be ever blessed, not by flattering ourselves in our apathy, but by
finding thee to be our kind and bountiful Father, reconciled to us in thine only-begotten Son. By Calvin, taken
from.
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2: Book of Common Worship, Daily Prayer: Edition - Logos Bible Software
LOUISVILLE â€” Five years in the making, the Book of Common Worship(BCW) for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
will be in the hands of customers in the coming weeks. There are three new sections in the BCW â€” on creation and
ecology, justice and reconciliation, and interreligious events.

Services and Prayers for the Church of England. It was published in alongside Common Worship: These
volumes contain the material for Sunday services but, unlike the ASB, contain no readings. The third book to
be published also in , Common Worship: Pastoral Services, provides for the first time a range of healing
services as well as revised provision for weddings and funerals. The former has a completely rewritten preface
that no longer describes the threefold purposes of marriage and is much more secular in tone. It includes, for
the first time, a congregational response to the declarations by the couple and a long nuptial blessing. The
funeral provisions includes material for before and after the service, all completely rewritten. The funeral now
includes an optional penitential section, no longer has a required psalm and includes set intercessions. It also
allows for a eulogy by one of the mourners, a new departure, at the beginning of the service. In the fourth
book, Common Worship: Daily Prayer, was published. The form and style of daily morning and evening
prayer no longer shows the influence of the BCP but the work of the English Franciscan community and its
book Celebrating Common Prayer. The offices are not dissimilar to those of the Roman Catholic Church.
Penitence becomes optional, as does the Creed; the Te Deum disappears almost completely, and a Gospel
canticleâ€”the Benedictus in the morning and the Magnificat in the eveningâ€”follows the reading s ; there is a
wide range of intercessions; collects are provided for lesser festivals unlike in the main book ; and there is a
psalter. Both the book and the new daily lectionary were tried out in parishes before final publication. In ,
three more volumes, Common Worship: Christian Initiation, Common Worship: Ordination Services and
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, were published. In the first, there is provision for Baptism,
Confirmation and related rites including Reconciliation. In the second, there are rites for the ordination of
deacons, priests and bishops. Several other books, although not part of the principal series, are part of the
Common Worship series. Those that contain material not found in the rest of Common Worship series include
books of readings e. The Passion Narratives in Dramatized Form. Content and style[ edit ] This section
contains content that is written like an advertisement. Please help improve it by removing promotional content
and inappropriate external links , and by adding encyclopedic content written from a neutral point of view.
December Learn how and when to remove this template message Common Worship represents a radical
change in the distribution of liturgy and production of worship materials within the Church of England. It is
published in electronic as well as paper form, with the intent that congregations can assemble their own orders
of service using the forms they prefer for each section of the service, and if desired extend them with prayers
and readings. Many churches have produced separate books for each of a number of different types of service
Parish Communion, all age service, different church seasons, etc. A software package Visual Liturgy, for
Microsoft Windows only is designed to facilitate the production of complete material for each Sunday,
including hymns. Like the ASB, Common Worship is mostly in modern language though it retains versions of
the Eucharist and other material in the language and using the structure of the Book of Common Prayer. The
wording of the ordinary of the mass was therefore very similar to that of the first English version of the postVatican II Roman Missal used until Unlike the ASB it consists not of one book but of several. The main book
includes the Sunday services of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer , Baptism though not Confirmation , and
various forms of Holy Communion , including eight Eucharistic Prayers, not all of which adhere to the
Hippolytan form, and all of which are designed to be interpreted in a broadly Reformed sense, avoiding, for
example, explicitly epicletic language with regard to the elements themselves. The Daily Prayer book was
published in although a "Preliminary edition" circulated before that and the seasonal book, Times and Seasons
in This last is intended to make revised provision for the winter period including Advent, and Epiphany as far
as Candlemas - thus replacing the book, The Promise of his Glory - and to replace the book Lent, Holy Week
and Easter. The new lectionary authorised at the same time derives from the Roman Catholic Common
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Lectionary, which was revised in with ecumenical input as the Revised Common Lectionary and adopted by
many denominations worldwide. The Common Worship lectionary differs from the Revised Common
Lectionary at certain times of the year. This runs on a three-year cycle, A, B, and C, with, respectively,
Matthew , Mark , and Luke being given the Gospel readings in one of the three years. The attempt to provide
themes has been deliberately abandoned in favor of writers having their own voice in a sequence of readings,
either of the whole book or, where books are long, parts of it. One of the reasons for this was to encourage
consecutive expository preaching. There is, however, some provision for themes, in that the Old Testament
reading can be chosen either to run continuously or to be chosen because it relates to the Gospel. No such
provision is made for the New Testament reading. The books provide a huge number of alternatives, rather
than a single form, extending the process begun with the Alternative Services Book, but with the clear
intention that it be treated as a resource book rather than used for worship. The expectation contained in the
electronic version is that parishes will print or project onto screens texts for each week. The Service of the
Word, authorised earlier but now incorporated into Common Worship, somewhat resembles the Directory of
Public Worship produced during the Commonwealth , containing as it does directions as to structure rather
than a full liturgy. The "common" of Common Worship is in the framework and structure for each service but
then allowing for a variety of prayers and resources to be used within those common structures. Others,
however, have challenged this view. One other respect in which Common Worship differs from its
predecessor is in relation to the saints. While in the main volume only one eucharistic preface is provided for
the saints, other books in the series particularly Common Worship: Daily Prayer and Common Worship:
Festivals provide far more resources. The provision is distinctly Anglican, however, in that individuals are
included who have not undergone formal canonization. The text tends to avoid statements about the eternal
destiny of those who are celebrated. Drafting and approval[ edit ] The services and resources that comprise
Common Worship represent the latest stage of a process of liturgical revision that began in the s. They were
originally drafted by the Liturgical Commission. The Commission is made up of a variety of people with
different expertise, including lay people, parish clergy and bishops, liturgists, and theologians. The material
was passed on to the House of Bishops , which amended the material as it saw fit. It was then presented to the
General Synod. Forms of services that were alternative to equivalents in the Book of Common Prayer were
debated by Synod and revised by a synodical Revision Committee in the light of the comments made by
Synod members and the wider public. The House of Bishops then reconsidered them, put them into their final
form and submitted them to the General Synod for Final Approval as Authorized Services. To be authorized,
each service had to gain a two-thirds majority in each House of the Synod bishops , clergy , and laity.
Additional material, which had no equivalent in the Book of Common Prayer, was debated by the General
Synod and then put in its final form and Commended by the House of Bishops. The services were adjusted in
the light of feedback from this "field testing".
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3: New Editions of the Book of Common Worship Now Available! : PC USA Store
The Book of Common Worship ( edition) Book of Common Worship, Pastoral Edition Book of Common Worship, Daily
Prayer Prepared by the Office of Theology and Worship for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Westminster John Knox
Press Fyodor Dostoevsky said that beauty will save the world.

Thankfully, the editors of the new Book of Common Worship have embraced this in every detail. Each of the
three books is compelling to the eye, the mind and the heart. Can you judge a book by the cover? In this case,
yes. The cover features an embedded sketch of a large tree. On each page, the fonts and sizes have been
carefully chosen for accessible and pleasurable reading. In the largest book, used for Sunday worship, the font
is large enough for easy use by all worship leaders. Each section is divided by a lovely page illustration that
highlights a biblical or theological theme. The section contents are also laid out carefully for ease of use.
Accompanying the beautiful design is content that is edifying. This resource will no doubt shape the common
worship life of Presbyterians for generations. The commentary that precedes each section is a primer for
worship in the Reformed tradition that is deeply ecumenical. The Christian Year section is preceded by a
brilliant page illustration. It has services, prayers and blessings for each of the Sundays of each liturgical
season. New prayers have been added along with additional Great Prayers of Thanksgiving. What is also new
in this edition is the enfolding of the prayers for occasional services under the section Ministry of the Church.
This includes services for ordination and installation and a myriad of other occasions. Many will find helpful
the section on Mission in the World with new services and prayers related to creation care, justice and
reconciliation, and interreligious events. The new Marriage section is exceedingly helpful with new
ceremonies and prayers. In the services for Holy Baptism, I was delighted to discover questions for the
children similar to the questions traditionally asked of adults in the congregation. I have practiced this for
years as a way of affirming their presence in the church. Turning to the Daily Prayer edition of BCW, one
finds new prayers and benedictions along with helpful commentary and division of sections. For instance,
there is a section for Ancient and Classic Prayers preceded by commentary that will be especially helpful for
those unfamiliar with this rich tradition of prayer with the Christian history. The Psalms are all included, but
now are accompanied by references to the Glory to God hymnal. The lectionary section has been revised to be
much more accessible. All in all, this is a beautifully designed and carefully written resource for the church.
There is great division within the church and much confusion about the way forward. This new edition of the
Book of Common Worship holds the potential of unifying the church around Word and Sacrament. Such unity
is indeed the hope of our calling.
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4: The Book of Common Worship of - Wikipedia
Book of Common Worship: Presbyterian Book of Common Worship and Administration of the Sacraments and Other
Ordinances and Rites of the Church May 27,

Five years, people, a bajillion emails and a whole lot of prayer. Why do we need a new BCW? A changing
church needs a worship book that reflects contemporary concerns and offers new liturgies, fresh language and
a good deal of flexibility. The revised BCW will do just that, making room for new ways of being church
while staying grounded in the best of Reformed and ecumenical practices. Worship for a changing church
Everyone knows that the church is changing. Just how it is changing â€” and what we will become â€” is yet
to be seen. While the revised BCW has strong continuity with the edition, it also offers an approach to worship
that reflects how the church is continuing to grow and adapt to 21st century life. Language is more inclusive,
less formal, more poetic and less didactic. Prayers are leaner, guidance is clearer and opportunities for shared
worship leadership are made apparent. More and more of our worshiping communities include people who
speak multiple languages. The revised BCW offers several services that will allow pastors and other leaders to
conduct worship in both English and Spanish. Bilingual liturgies include those for baptisms, the reception of
new members, ordinations, weddings and funerals. In addition, the book provides a collection of commonly
used phrases in English, Spanish and Korean, accompanied by drawings of corresponding gestures to
encourage more embodied forms of worship. A revised marriage service features inclusive language and a
flexible format, making the service useful for all sorts of couples and family configurations. Those who want
to renew their vows will find a service that is adaptable for a variety of people and places. Also included is a
brief service of prayer for those who seek a way to ritually mark the end of a marriage. Churches are often
called to respond quickly to public events and crises. Pastors and other worship leaders will now have services
for use after a natural disaster or an act of violence in the community or the world, along with guidance on
gathering for interreligious events. Other new services include a Blessing of the Animals, a service of prayer
for the earth and prayers for justice and peace in the neighborhood, nation or world. One of the most-requested
changes was the addition of shorter, more poetic Communion prayers. The BCW will include many familiar
eucharistic prayers â€” some of them edited for brevity â€” as well as a number of prayers that follow different
formats and use language in new and evocative ways. A new prayer form, the Thanksgiving for Baptism, may
be used for the reaffirmation of baptism at the opening of worship or in response to the proclamation of the
Word. The following thanksgiving is for use at Christmas: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to
give our thanks and praise. O Lord our God, we give you thanks for the wonder and love you offer us through
the gift of our baptism â€” your Word made flesh among us, a child and Savior born to us, good news of great
joy for all. By the power of your Holy Spirit, poured out upon us in baptism, let us be born anew from above
so that we may give glory to you and live as your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. As an
occasional worship leader, I love the user-friendliness of the new edition. It explains absolutely everything
needed to plan and lead worship, including illustrations of gestures, descriptions of each part of worship and
plenty of alternatives without being overwhelming. Well-loved features remain Of course, not everything in
the BCW is new. Many well-loved features still have a place in the book. A complete psalter â€” now in an
updated, inclusive version arranged for responsive reading or communal singing â€” is shared with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Prayers for a wide range of occasions and circumstances are
included in various places throughout the volume. The funeral service is largely unchanged, but includes
expanded commentary and more detailed rubrics to help worship leaders with ritual and movement. Many of
the liturgical texts for use during the Christian year remain in the revised BCW, along with new options that
highlight themes and images of the season. This denominational worship book will include services used by a
wide range of communities. Easy to use Another request that emerged during consultations was for a better
organized, more user-friendly book. The pastoral edition will be an indispensable resource for practical
ministry in a variety of settings â€” presbytery meetings, protest marches, hospital rooms and gravesides. I
believe the daily prayer edition, redesigned for more convenient use, will become a cherished companion for
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personal, family, small group and congregational worship. Imaginative artwork by Martha Kelly
marthakellyart. Blessed are you in the darkness and the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. The words of institution are included here, if not
elsewhere. A Memorial Acclamation may be sung or spoken. With this bread and cup we remember your
Word full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming. May your Word take flesh in us. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. You may
freely reuse and distribute this article in its entirety for non-commercial purposes in any medium. Please
include author attribution, photography credits, and a link to the original article.
5: Book of Common Worship: edition - Logos Bible Software
The Book of Common Worship, Pastoral Edition is an indispensable resource for pastors, chaplains, and others who
lead worship. Church leaders will find services and prayers for use at baptisms, ordinations, weddings, house blessings,
hospital visits, wholeness services, funerals, and more.

6: Common Worship - Wikipedia
The Book of Common Worship, Daily Prayer is ideal for the practice of daily prayer in congregations, small groups, and
family or personal devotion. Featuring newly revised content from the Book of Common Worship, the primary worship
book for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), this engaging and accessible resource includes simple services for daily
prayer, a complete psalter as well as other.

7: Book of Common Worship Hardback : PC USA Store
The Book of Common Worship, edition, will be published in 3 editions in Spring Five years, people, a bajillion emails and
a whole lot of prayer. That's what it takes to make a new Book of Common Worship (BCW).

8: The Book of Common Worship
The Book of Common Worship is a must-have for Presbyterian pastors, church musicians, liturgical leaders, and anyone
who wants to know more about worship in the Reformed tradition. This useful volume includes everything church
leaders need for Sunday worship, the Christian year, the sacraments, and pastoral and occasional services, such as.

9: One Eternal Day: The Book of Common Worship ()
The Book of Common Worship of is the fifth liturgical book of the Presbyterian Church (USA).. With the reunion of the
United Presbyterian Church (USA) and the Presbyterian Church (US), which took place in , the need arose for a new
liturgical book of the Presbyterian Church (USA).
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