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By the 13th century, Hindustan emerged as a popular alternative name of India , meaning the "land of
Hindus". These texts used it to distinguish Hindus from Muslims who are called Yavanas foreigners or
Mlecchas barbarians , with the 16th-century Chaitanya Charitamrita text and the 17th-century Bhakta Mala
text using the phrase "Hindu dharma". The term Hinduism, then spelled Hindooism, was introduced into the
English language in the 18th century to denote the religious, philosophical, and cultural traditions native to
India. In India the term dharma is preferred, which is broader than the Western term religion. The study of
India and its cultures and religions, and the definition of "Hinduism", has been shaped by the interests of
colonialism and by Western notions of religion. Hindu denominations AUM , a stylised letter of Devanagari
script, used as a religious symbol in Hinduism Hinduism as it is commonly known can be subdivided into a
number of major currents. Of the historical division into six darsanas philosophies , two schools, Vedanta and
Yoga , are currently the most prominent. McDaniel classifies Hinduism into six major kinds and numerous
minor kinds, in order to understand expression of emotions among the Hindus. He classifies most Hindus as
belonging by choice to one of the "founded religions" such as Vaishnavism and Shaivism that are
salvation-focussed and often de-emphasize Brahman priestly authority yet incorporate ritual grammar of
Brahmanic-Sanskritic Hinduism. This stereotype followed and fit, states Inden, with the imperial imperatives
of the era, providing the moral justification for the colonial project. The early reports set the tradition and
scholarly premises for typology of Hinduism, as well as the major assumptions and flawed presuppositions
that has been at the foundation of Indology. Hinduism, according to Inden, has been neither what imperial
religionists stereotyped it to be, nor is it appropriate to equate Hinduism to be merely monist pantheism and
philosophical idealism of Advaita Vedanta. All aspects of a Hindu life, namely acquiring wealth artha ,
fulfillment of desires kama , and attaining liberation moksha are part of dharma which encapsulates the "right
way of living" and eternal harmonious principles in their fulfillment. Sanatana dharma has become a synonym
for the "eternal" truth and teachings of Hinduism, that transcend history and are "unchanging, indivisible and
ultimately nonsectarian". Hinduism, to them, is a tradition that can be traced at least to the ancient Vedic era.
According to Klaus Klostermaier, the term Vaidika dharma is the earliest self-designation of Hinduism.
However, the late 1st-millennium CE Indic consensus had "indeed come to conceptualize a complex entity
corresponding to Hinduism as opposed to Buddhism and Jainism excluding only certain forms of antinomian
Shakta-Shaiva" from its fold. Some Kashmiri scholars rejected the esoteric tantric traditions to be a part of
Vaidika dharma. Many Hindus do not have a copy of the Vedas nor have they ever seen or personally read
parts of a Veda, like a Christian might relate to the Bible or a Muslim might to the Quran. Hindu reform
movements Beginning in the 19th century, Indian modernists re-asserted Hinduism as a major asset of Indian
civilisation, [83] meanwhile "purifying" Hinduism from its Tantric elements [84] and elevating the Vedic
elements. Western stereotypes were reversed, emphasizing the universal aspects, and introducing modern
approaches of social problems. Some forms of religious expression are central to Hinduism and others, while
not as central, still remain within the category.
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Deva means heavenly or divine. The name is used in Rig Veda RV 9 , Kama is also a name used for Agni
Atharva Veda 6. His bow is made of sugarcane with a string of honeybees, and his arrows are decorated with
five kinds of fragrant flowers. All these are symbols of spring season, when his festival is celebrated as Holi ,
Holika or Vasanta. In other sources such as the Skanda Purana , Kamadeva is a brother of Prasuti ; they are
both the children of Shatarupa created by Brahma. Later interpretations also consider him the son of Vishnu.
Kama and his consort Rati are referenced as Kamajaya and Kamarati in Kakawin poetry and later Wayang
narratives. Rati is a minor character in many traditional dramas involving Kamadeva, and in some ways
represents an attribute. Kamadeva is sometimes portrayed as being at the service of Indra: It occurs in its most
developed form in the Matsya Purana verses [19] but is also repeated with variants in the Shaiva Purana and
other Puranas. Brahma advises that Parvati should seduce Shiva, since their offspring would be able to defeat
Taraka. Kama with his two wives Rati and Priti. After he awakens Shiva with a flower arrow, Shiva, furious,
opens his third eye, which incinerates Madana instantaneously and he is turned into ash. However Shiva
observes Parvati and asks her how he can help her. The spirit of love embodied by Kama is now disseminated
across the cosmos: Their son Kartikeya goes on to defeat Taraka. Devotion to Kamadeva keeps desire within
the framework of the religious tradition. In one story[ where? Initially the spring festival Holi was being held
in reverence to celestial Vedic figure of Kamadeva, however it is presently dedicated to Krishna. The tree is
said to be a symbol of love and is dedicated to Kamadeva. Since he was begotten by Krishna himself, his
qualities were similar to those of Krishna, such as his colour, appearance and attributes. The Kamadeva that
was incinerated is believed to be a celestial demigod capable of inducing lusty desires. He is distinguished
from the spiritual Kamadeva. The symptoms of this smarodayam lit. Madan is the brother of Kamdeva. The
ruins of Madan Kamdev are scattered widely in a secluded place, covering meters. Some other temples
dedicated or related to this deva: Kameshvara Temple , in Kamyavan , one of the twelve forests of
Vrindavana.
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Hindu Sacraments[ edit ] Hindu sacraments are physical objects or markings that are considered sacred and
used as a sign of devotion by the followers of Sanathana dharma Hinduism. These are often objects associated
with a puja prayer or religious ceremony. Goddess Durga and a pantheon of other gods and goddesses being
worshipped during Durga Puja Festival in Kolkata. This image was taken in Block - G. Tilaka[ edit ] The
tilaka or tilak is a mark worn on the forehead or other parts of the body as a sign of spiritual devotion. Hindus
may wear a tilaka regularly or especially on religious occasions. The shape of the tilaka is often an indicator of
devotion to a certain deity. It may be made of saffron , vermilion , turmeric , clay or simply ash. This is
analogous to a wedding ring worn in western countries. In southern India, the mark is called pottu or bottu.
The exact shape, size and location of the bindi or pottu shows regional variation; for instance, in northern
India the bindi is often worn just below the hairline, while in southern India it is more common to wear it
between the eyebrows. In east India, especially in West Bengal , traditionally larger bindis are worn as mark of
devotion towards Goddess Durga. Vibhuti[ edit ] Vibhuti is the holy ash obtained from sacred puja rites
involving fire. Also a variant called Basma used as Vibhuti is prepared from the purified ashes of cow dung.
Ash as the product of fire is considered intrinsically pure[ citation needed ]. It is used on the forehead,
normally as three horizontal lines representing Shiva. The ash is a marker of impermanence. Everything in the
interim is but an illusion maya. Vibhuti, when applied to the forehead, also symbolizes the willingness to
destroy negative thoughts and qualities jealousy, envy, anger, greed, etc. Rudraksha[ edit ] Rudraksha are
seeds of the rudraksha tree that, in Hinduism , represent the tears of Lord Shiva also known as, Rudra. They
are often threaded into a necklace and used as a rosary to accompany prayer and meditation. Universal
symbols[ edit ] Among the most revered symbols in Hinduism, three are a quintessential part of its culture,
and are most representative of its general ethos: Om pronounced Aum [ edit ] Main article: It is prefixed and
sometimes suffixed to all Vedic mantras and prayers. As the Divine primordial vibration, it represents the one
ultimate reality, underlying and encompassing all of nature and all of existence. The pronunciation of Aum
moves through all possible human linguistic vowel sounds and is different from the pronunciation of Om.
Both are often symbolically equated, although they are sonically distinct. Swastika[ edit ] Swastika is a
symbol connoting general auspiciousness. It may represent purity of soul, truth, and stability or, alternatively,
Surya , the sun. Its use in Hinduism dates back to ancient times. Four of these triangles are oriented upright,
representing Shiva or the Masculine. Five of these triangles are inverted triangles representing Shakti , or the
Feminine. Together, the nine triangles form a web symbolic of the entire cosmos, a womb symbolic of
creation, and together express Advaita Vedanta or non-duality. All other yantras are derivatives of this
supreme yantra.
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It is also used for the goddess Saraswati and the sage Narada. It is a form of the tilak, a symbolic mark worn
by many Hindu men and women, but that has less religious meaning than other tilaks. Traditionally, the bindi
is worn on the forehead of married Hindu women. It symbolizes female energy and is believed to protect
women and their husbands from bad things. Bindis are traditionally a simple mark made with the paste of
colored sandalwood, sindoor or turmeric. The bindi is most commonly a red dot made with vermilion. This
unique conception has not been replicated by any other religion on earth to this day and is exclusive to
Hinduism. It is through the fire element, denoting divine consciousness, that the Hindu make offerings to the
Gods. Hindu sacraments are solemnized before the fire. Vata, the banyan tree, symbolizes Hinduism, which
branches out in all directions, draws from many roots, spreads shade far and wide, yet stems from one great
trunk. Siva as Silent Sage sits beneath it. Seated upon His throne, He guides our karmas by creating and
removing obstacles from our path. We seek His permission and blessings in every undertaking. Though this
three-pronged symbol is usually viewed as a weapon used by the Lord for the protection and restoration of
Dharma, it actually carries deeper meanings. It is representative of the Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu, and Mahesh
and stands for the balance between the forces of creation, preservation, and destruction. It is also considered
symbolic of the three Gunas â€” Rajas, Tamas and Sattva. Another symbolic representation of the Trishula is
that of the three facets of consciousness, namely, cognition, affection, and conation. Tripundra is typically a
tilak, with three horizontal lines made from Bhasma or sacred ash applied on the forehead. It may have a red
dot or Bindu superimposed in the center. Some Shiva followers also draw the three ash strips of Tripundra on
the sides of their arms. The dot is symbolic of the rise or quickening of spiritual insight.
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Rudraksha is a tree whose seeds are traditionally used by Hindus for medicinal as well as spiritual purpose.
Rudraksha is a dark-brown colored seed with some linings on it. Rudraksha is believed to be of 1 to faces.
One-faced Rudraksha is scarcely available. The flower of lotus is of great importance in Hinduism. It
represents culture and politeness. You will see lotus in the hands of some important Hindu deities such as
Lord Ganesha and some goddesses. A main Hindu deity Brahma is always shown sitting in the big lotus. The
flower of lotus is used in some Hindu rituals. Shankha is used both as a symbol and as a trumpet in Hindu
rituals. Shankha is a sea shell which is kept inside Hindu altars and worshiped. Shankha is an emblem of
Hindu God, Lord Vishnu. Shankha is a symbol of longevity and prosperity for Hindus. In ancient times,
Shankha was used as a trumpet before the start of the war. Dharmachakara, means the Wheel of Dharma,
represents Hindu Dharma or law. This wheel has eight spokes to it. Hindus believe that a lamp should always
be lit near the Hindu deities. Many cultural and social functions in India are opened with lighting the lamps by
chief guests. This lamp symbolizes the light and hence is sacred. Banyan tree is a Hindu symbol of longevity.
It is not only a Hindu symbol but also is national tree of India. Hindu married women worship this tree on Vat
Pournima and tie a white thread around it asking for the longevity for their husbands. Nandi is a bull which is
also the carrier of Lord Shiva. A nandi is always found in front of a Shivlinga. It is a symbol of Lord Shiva. It
represents strength and fertility. Shri or Sri is another most important symbols of Hindus. It also is one of the
names of Lord Ganesha. Shri is added before the names of Hindu males as Mr. It is used as short form of
Shriman in this regard. It is also a symbol of Devi Laxmi. Lord Ganesha is an important demi-God of Hindus
but he is also used as a symbol many times. This symbol represents auspiciousness as Ganesh is known as
remover of obstacles. Lord Ganesha is worshiped first of all demi-Gods. Hindus wear Ganesha symbol as a
pendant or print his pictures in the house. Some people use metal rings on which Ganesha is carved.
Kamandalu is an oblong vessel mainly used by ascetics who live in forests and do meditation. It is a symbol of
asceticism. It is mainly used to store water. It looks like a Kalash but it is different from it. Cow is the most
sacred animal for Hindus. It is considered as a very poor animal. Cow is a symbol of good nature, purity,
motherhood, and prosperity. Sudarshan Chakra is a weapon as well as a symbol of Lord Vishnu. It is
considered as the most lethal weapon. It is circular in shape like a flat disc and is toothed as a saw around the
circumference. Veena is a musical stringed instrument of Goddess Saraswati but it is also a Hindu symbol of
art and education. It is also associated with Dev Rishi Narad. In above picture, Goddess Saraswati is holding
veena in her hands. Paduka actually means footwear, the wooden slippers wore by saints and Hindu deities.
Laxmi Paduka is the symbol of wealth. The footprints of Hindu deities and saints are also called as Paduka
and are worshiped as a symbol of that deity. The peacock feather is the symbol of Lord Krishna as he used to
wear a feather in his crown. Sometimes, a flute with peacock feather is depicted as the symbol of Lord
Krishna. Symbols of a married Hindu woman: Hindu women wear some ornaments as a symbol of marriage
including but not limited to Mangalsutra the sacred thread , bangles, Jodawe a silver ring wore in the toe ,
ear-rings, nose-rings, etc. These symbols vary according to the region. Different things are used as symbol of
marriage in different parts and societies in India. Besides those, Hindu married women apply Kumkum
between the two eyebrows and on the center of the head. Sun is considered as a deity by Hindus and is also a
symbol of light and truthfulness. Sun worship is still prevalent in Hinduism. People offer water to the sun in
the morning. Snake is a symbol of rebirth as it casts its skin after a period of time. Lord Shiva always wears a
cobra around his neck and Lord Vishnu rests on a snake named Sheshnaga. An elephant is a symbol of
wisdom, strength, prosperity, and good luck. The head of Lord Ganesha is that of an elephant, so it is
considered a sacred animal by Hindus. An eagle is a symbole of power and freedom. It is also the carrier of
Lord Vishnu. In Sanskrit, eagle is called as Garuda and is worshipped by Hindus. Damaru hourglass drum is a
musical instrument, which is depicted as attached to the trident of Shiva. It symbolizes the sound of creation,
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Prashant Chavan Hindu god and its imagery Prashant chavan L. S The impact that Hindu imagery has on its
descendants is remarkable the manifestation of these gods kept on changing but still today a Hindu cam appeal
to a god who was revered by his ancestors three thousand years ago. Divine beings have also survived the
centuries, constantly changing face and content. In Hinduism, an image of god is a direct symbol of the god
himself. Rather such symbolism or imagery is in a way communication that civilizations have been trying to
do, among god and humans. And certainly does the form of god as human at first would have been conceived.
All the parts and characteristics of a particular image have a special meaning. And understanding such
imagery, is in a way trying to reach to god himself. Or rather his ideas. Surya- the Vedic god Surya, the solar
divinity is worshipped as the supreme soul, the creator of universe and the source of all life. Surya as the Sun
is worshipped at dawn by most Hindus and has many temples dedicated to him across India. In fact His
brilliant banners draw upward the god who knows all creatures, so that everyone may see the Sun. Surya, the
sun god, is also mentioned as the creator of the universe, and his children were supposedly the first human
beings. If we look at the other planets gods or celestial bodies, surya holds a very modest position. Surya
drives through the heaven in a triumphal chariot, harnessed with seven horses. Sometimes the symbolism also
goes to be as one horse with seven heads. Here the charioteer is Arjuna, who is considered to be the god of
sunrise. If one observes his attributes, Surya is depicted as a red man with three eyes and four arms, riding in a
chariot drawn by seven Horses. Surya holds water lilies with two of his hands. With his third hand he
encourages his worshipers whom he blesses with his fourth hand. This is used as a musical instrument; the
sound is a weapon to ward off the demons. The spiral conch shell is symbolic of infinite space, which expands
in a clockwise direction. Every part and stage of this water plant has its own significance. Stem reflects that all
life comes from water. Leaf reflects the fertile earth. Bud reflects the virginity. The whole flower reflects the
symbol of beauty, happiness and eternal beauty. The throne of the surya god holds this blossomed and
flowered lotus flower. Originally the sun wheel, this became the symbol of the cycle of life and death. It is
often depicted as a wheel with spokes, but also as a disc or sun. In this form it is also considered to be a
weapon. It is particularly found as an attribute of surya. The chariot of seven horses: These horses are
basically a representation of courage, grit and determination. Seven seems to be an important number in many
religions. Seven may be significant because there are seven visible celestial bodies that wander across the sky,
the Sun, Moon, and the five planets visible to the naked eye. Also these seven refers to the seven colors that
rainbow emits glorifying from the sky. Also the chariot and the horse is considered as major powerful
weapons for a war. Also there is a scene from Mahabharata where surya has an obligation to fulfil the mantra
that kunti recited on him. Before returning in front of kunti Surya miraculously causes Kunti to bear the child
immediately whilst retaining her virginity so that she, as an unmarried princess, need not face any
embarrassment or be subjected to questions from society. When Surya married Sanjna, his wife could not bear
the intense light and heat. Therefore, she fled into a forest where she transformed herself into a mare to
prevent Surya from recognizing her. He went to the same forest disguised as a horse. Sanjna gave birth to
several children, and eventually reunited with her husband. A well-known Hindu mode of worship of the
devotional movements of Surya is done at the rising of the Sun, known as Surya namaskara sun salutation.
Ten yogic postures are assumed in successive flowing movements to complete one namaskara. Today there
are a great number of temples in India devoted to Surya. Many of the temples are easily recognized because
they are often decorated with carved images of Surya, who is shown holding two daisy shaped objects, one in
each hand, and accompanied by images of horses. The surya temple at konarak in Orissa where wheels on the
plinth are intended to suggest the chariot in which the sun god surya rides through the heaven. Also Surya god
in glorious jewels wearing a conical crown with subtle expression is found. The book of Hindu imagery- gods,
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Trimurti - the three apparently contradictory aspects of existence: A concise history - By Francis Watson p. He
believed that it is "the greatest representation of the pantheistic god created by the hands of man. In the words
of Rene Grousset, " The three countenances of the one being are here harmonized without a trace of effort.
There are few material representations of the divine principle at once as powerful and as well balanced as this
in the art of the whole world. Nay, more, here we have undoubtedly the grandest representation of the
pantheistic God ever made by the hand of man Indeed, never have the exuberant vigor of life, the tumult of
universal joy expressing itself in ordered harmony, the pride of a power superior to any other, and the secret
exaltation of the divinity immanent in all things found such serenely expressed. The Hindu Trinity also called
Trimurti meaning three forms , is the representation of the three manifestations of the Supreme Reality, as
Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. Brahma symbolizes creation, Vishnu preservation and renewal, and Shiva
dissolution or destruction necessary for recreation. It must be understood that the members of the Hindu
Trinity are not three different and independent gods, but three aspects of one Supreme Reality called Bramh
by the seers of the Upanishads. Lord Brahma - the first member of the trinity though much less important than
the other two, namely Vishnu and Mahesha, is manifested as the active creator of this universe. The name
Brahma is not found in the Vedas and the Brahmanas, where the active creator is merely known as
Golden-embryo Hirayna-garbha or the Lord of Progeny Praja-pati. After the destruction of one universe
Vishnu falls asleep, floating on the causal waters. When another universe is to be created, Brahma appears on
a lotus, which springs from the navel of Vishnu. When Brahma creates the world it remains in existence for
one of his days, which means 2,,, years in terms of Hindu calendar. When Brahma goes to sleep after the end
of his day, the world and all that is therein is consumed by fire. When he awakes he again restores the whole
creation. When this period ends he himself loses his existence, and he all gods and sages, and the whole
universe are dissolved into their constituent elements. Brahma seems to have been thrown into shade probably
because in Hindu mind he has ceased to function actively after creation of the world, though he will exert
himself again while creating a new universe when this present one will meet its end. Understandably, the
legends about this god are not so numerous or rich as those centered round the other two of the trinity. Lord
Brahma known as Phra Phrom in Thailand. Thai-Buddhist tradition associates Lord Brahma with creation.
Loving Kindness, Compassion, Sympathy and Equanimity. He has four heads and is therefore called
Chaturanana or Chaturmukha. His vehicle is the swan or goose, the symbol of knowledge. He is therefore said
to be riding on the swan hansa-vahana. He is the source of all knowledge and his consort, Saraswati, is the
goddess of knowledge. Lord Vishnu is the central and major deity of the trinity. He is the preserver and for all
practical purposes he is deemed to be omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient. The name Vishnu comes from
the root vish, which means to spread in all directions, "to pervade. Lord Vishnu symbolizes the aspect of the
Supreme Reality Bramh of the Upanishads that preserves and sustains the things and beings in the world. He
is symbolized by a human body with four arms. He is portrayed as carrying a conch shankha , a mace gada ,
and discus chakra. He is blue body and wears yellow clothes. The worship of Lord Vishnu is very popular
among Hindus, especially among the followers of the Vaishanava tradition Vaishnavism. He is the second
member of the Hindu Trimurti trinity. It is said that Vishnu is the god of Time, Space and Life. It is also said
that he is the god of Joy and that his footsteps are impregnated with infinite sweetness and felicity. He is
bleu-skinned and in all images and relief he is seen in rich ornaments and regal garments. His wife is Lakshmi
or Sri, the goddess of wealth and fortune. His place of abode is Vaikuntha heaven and his vehicle is Garuda, a
giant-sized eagle. Lord Vishnu lies on the infinite ocean from which the world emerges - Lord is shown lying
down on a thousand-headed snake named Shesha or Ananta Nag - Timeless or Ageless snake. Indian Art - By
Vidya Dehejia p. The blue body of the Lord signifies that He has infinite as the universe attributes. The Lord
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is shown standing or lying down on a thousand-headed snake named Shesha or Ananta Nag - timeless or
ageless snake. The snake stands with its hoods open over the head of the Lord. The following ten incarnations
of Lord Vishnu are described in Hindu mythology and are popular. These incarnations reveal the help
rendered by God during various stages of human evolution. The first two incarnations are in the animal form,
the third one is half-human and half-animal, and the fourth and the subsequent ones are all in human form.
These incarnations relate to human evolution, from aquatic life to human life, and are consistent with modern
theory of evolution. Lord Vishnu, considered the preserver of the Cosmos in the Hindu Trinity,
characteristically stands upright and balanced. As the preserver, Vishnu embodies compassion, which is
considered the self-existent, pervasive power maintaining the universe and cosmic order Dharma. Vishnu
holds his attributes, the discus and conch. Refer to chapter on Survarnabhumi and Sacred Angkor image
source: Matsya fish - saves Sage Manu from floods and recovers the Vedas from demons. Kurma tortoise sustains the earth on his back. Narasimha man-lion - kills the demon King Hiranyakashipu, who was planning
to kill his own son, a devotee of Lord Vishnu. Vamana dwarf - the first human incarnation of the Lord, kills
the demon King Mahabhali, who had deprived the gods of their possessions. Parasurama the warrior with an
axe - saves Brahmins from the tyranny of the arrogant Khastriya. Rama - kills Ravana, the demon king of
Lanka. Buddha - Hindus consider Buddha as an incarnation of Lord Vishnu and accept his teachings, but do
not directly worship him. Kalki - a man on a white horse - this incarnation is yet to come and will mark the
end of all evil in the world. Lord Vishnu as Vaman, the dwarf 5th century sandstone from Maharashtra and
Kalki, the final incarnation, 19th century bronze statue from South India. The Eternal Cycle - Barnes and
Noble p. Refer to chapter on Hindu Scriptures. Lord Shiva - The Grace and the Terror of God Lord Shiva
represents the complete cyclic process of generation, destruction, and regeneration of the Universe. The all
embracing nature of Lord Shiva is reflected in his names. Lord Shiva represents the aspect of the Supreme
Reality Bramh of the Upanishads which continuously recreates, in the cyclic process of creation, preservation,
dissolution and recreation. He annihilates evil, grants boons, bestows grace, destroys ignorance, and awakens
wisdom in His devotees. He is also called Rudra. In Yajur-Veda, Rudra is also called "Mahadeva. One of the
three great gods of Hinduism, Siva is a living god. The most sacred and most ancient book of India, the Rg
Veda, evokes his presence in its hymns; Vedic myths, rituals, and even astronomy itself testify to his existence
from the dawn of time. From the dawn of creation, the Great Yogi, the sum of all opposites, has been the
guardian of the absolute. He is the totality of existence - male and female, light and dark, creation and
destruction. Shiva another well-known name is Yogiraja, i. Besides, these symbols another very important
physical characteristic of Shiva is his vertical third eye. In Mahabharata, the great Hindu epic, the legend of
how Shiva got the third eye is given this way. One day his beautiful consort Parvati daughter of the King of
Himalayas , stealthily went behind Shiva and playfully placed her hands over his eyes. Suddenly darkness
engulfed the whole world and all beings trembled in great fear as the lord of the universe had closed his eyes.
Suddenly a massive tongue of flame leapt from the forehead of Shiva; a third eye appeared there and this gave
light to the world. Another popular image of Shiva has no human form but is represented by Linga - The
Linga of Light The myth is one of the most popular of the entire Puranic corpus and is told many times in
various settings. It recounts the first appearance of Shiva linga which pierced the three worlds as a brilliant
shaft of light and was witnessed by Brahma and Vishnu long ago. The Vedas, however, testify one by one that
neither Brahma nor Vishnu, but Shiva is supreme. As the two stand in disbelief, a huge column of fire splits
the earth between them and blazes up through the sky to pierce the highest heavens. Astounded, Brahma and
Vishnu decide to determine the source and extent of this brilliant pillar of light. Vishnu becomes a boar and
burrows deep into the netherworlds. Brahma mounts his goose and flies as far up as the heavens reach. But
even after thousands of years they cannot find the bottom or the top of the shaft of light. The linga of light is
thus the image of the supremacy of Shiva. It is as what Mircea Eliade has called the axis mundi or the pillar at
the center of the world, originating deep in the netherworlds, cracking the surface of the earth, and splitting the
roof of the sky. In this linga Shiva is not one god among others, but the unfathomable One. This light is the
mysterium tremendum which finally cannot be described or comprehended by any or all faces and attributes.
Shiva-lingam is a sign by which Shiva is symbolized. Linga means a "mark" in Sanskrit. It is a symbol that
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points to an inference. Shiva is represented by the Lingam or Mark, which is manifestly the Creative power of
Divinity. The Hindu saint Ramakrishna Paramhansa has explained it: It is the worship of fatherhood and
motherhood.
8: The Hindu Temple: Deification of Eroticism - Alain DaniÃ©lou - Google Books
Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

9: Hindu Symbols | Hinduism Facts | Facts about Hindu Religion
Hindu god and its imagery Prashant chavan L.T.I.A.D.S The impact that Hindu imagery has on its descendants is
remarkable the manifestation of these gods kept on changing but still today a Hindu cam appeal to a god who was
revered by his ancestors three thousand years ago. Divine beings have also.
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