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1: How the â€˜Buffalo Soldiersâ€™ helped turn the tide in Italy during World War II | HistoryNet
Buffalo Soldiers summary:Originally part of the U.S. 10 th Cavalry Regiment, the Buffalo Soldiers became a separate
group on September 21, This occasion took place at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. This occasion took place at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas.

Indian Wars From to the early s, these regiments served at a variety of posts in the Southwestern United States
and the Great Plains regions. They participated in most of the military campaigns in these areas and earned a
distinguished record. Thirteen enlisted men and six officers from these four regiments earned the Medal of
Honor during the Indian Wars. In addition to the military campaigns, the Buffalo Soldiers served a variety of
roles along the frontier, from building roads to escorting the U. On April 17, , regimental headquarters for the
9th and 10th Cavalries were transferred to Fort Concho , Texas. Companies actually arrived at Fort Concho in
May The 6th Cavalry was ordered in by President Benjamin Harrison to quell the violence and capture the
band of hired killers. Soon afterward, however, the 9th Cavalry was specifically called on to replace the 6th.
The 6th Cavalry was swaying under the local political and social pressures and was unable to keep the peace
in the tense environment. The Buffalo Soldiers responded within about two weeks from Nebraska, and moved
the men to the rail town of Suggs, Wyoming , creating " Camp Bettens " despite a hostile local population.
One soldier was killed and two wounded in gun battles with locals. Nevertheless, the 9th Cavalry remained in
Wyoming for nearly a year to quell tensions in the area. Army regiments had been serving in these national
parks since , but until , the soldiers serving were white. Beginning in , and continuing in and , African
American regiments served during the summer in the second- and third-oldest national parks in the United
States Sequoia and Yosemite. Because these soldiers served before the National Park Service was created ,
they were "park rangers" before the term was coined. A lasting legacy of the soldiers as park rangers is the
Ranger hat popularly known as the Smokey Bear hat. Although not officially adopted by the Army until , the
distinctive hat crease, called a Montana peak, or pinch can be seen being worn by several of the Buffalo
Soldiers in park photographs dating back to Soldiers serving in the Spanishâ€”American War began to
recrease the Stetson hat with a Montana "pinch" to better shed water from the torrential tropical rains. Many
retained that distinctive crease upon their return to the U. The park photographs, in all likelihood, show
Buffalo Soldiers who were veterans from that war. One particular Buffalo Soldier stands out in history: At the
time of his death, he was the highest-ranking African American in the U. Charles Young was also the first
African American superintendent of a national park. The museum shares the histories of African Americans
living on the Kansas frontier during pioneer days to the present, especially those serving in the U. Army as
Buffalo Soldiers. In , 9th Cavalrymen in Sequoia built the first trail to the top of Mount Whitney , the highest
mountain in the contiguous United States. In , 9th Cavalrymen in Yosemite built an arboretum on the South
Fork of the Merced River in the southern section of the park. This arboretum had pathways and benches, and
some plants were identified in both English and Latin. As military stewards, the African American cavalry and
infantry regiments protected the national parks from illegal grazing, poaching , timber thieves, and forest fires.
Yosemite Park Ranger Shelton Johnson researched and interpreted the history in an attempt to recover and
celebrate the contributions of the Buffalo Soldiers of the Sierra Nevada. This had been a long time coming. It
had been proposed in at the "Cavalry and Light Artillery School" at Fort Riley, Kansas that West Point cadets
learn their riding skills from the black noncommissioned officers who were considered the best. The man
detachment from the 9th, [24] and 10th [25] Cavalry served to teach future officers at West Point riding
instruction, mounted drill, and tactics until Civilians in the areas where the soldiers were stationed
occasionally reacted to them with violence. Pershing[ edit ] Main article: Pershing General of the Armies John
J. Pershing is a controversial figure regarding the Buffalo Soldiers. He served with the 10th Cavalry Regiment
from October to May He served again with them for under six months in Cuba. Because he saw them as real
soldiers, he was looked down upon and called " Nigger Jack" by white cadets and officers at West Point.
Baker , and the southern Democratic Party with its "separate but equal" philosophy. For the first time in
American history, Pershing allowed American soldiers African-Americans to be under the command of a
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foreign power. Pershing started as a first lieutenant when he took command of a troop of the 10th Cavalry in
October Baker, cognizant of the endless problems of domestic and allied political involvement in military
decision-making in wartime, gave Pershing unmatched authority to run his command as he saw fit. In turn,
Pershing exercised his prerogative carefully, not engaging in issues that might distract or diminish his
command. The access to arms and customs duties from Mexican communities along the U. As the various
factions in Mexico vied for power, the U. Army, including the Buffalo Soldier units, was dispatched to the
border to maintain security. The Buffalo Soldiers played a key role in U. Francisco "Pancho" Villa , who had
previously courted U. Although the manhunt against Villa was unsuccessful, small-scale confrontations in the
communities of Parral and Carrizal nearly brought about a war between Mexico and the United States in the
summer of Tensions cooled through diplomacy as the captured Buffalo Soldiers from Carrizal were released.
The soldiers of the 92nd and the 93rd infantry divisions were the first Americans to fight in France. The four
regiments of the 93rd fought under French command for the duration of the war. Note the wide-open nature of
the international boundary. A Customs House is located near the center of the image. On August 27, , the 10th
Cavalry supported the 35th Infantry Regiment in a border skirmish in the border towns of Nogales, Arizona ,
and Nogales, Sonora , between U. This was the only incident in which German military advisers allegedly
fought along with Mexican soldiers against United States soldiers on North America soil during World War I.
After the initial shooting, reinforcements from both sides rushed to the border. On the Mexican side, the
majority of the belligerents were angry civilians upset with the killings of Mexican border crossers by the U.
Army along the vaguely defined border between the two cities during the previous year the U. Border Patrol
did not exist until For the Americans, the reinforcements were the 10th Cavalry, off-duty 35th Regimental
soldiers, and militia. Hostilities quickly escalated, and several soldiers were killed, and others wounded on
both sides, including the mayor of Nogales, Sonora, Felix B. A cease-fire was arranged later after the US
forces took the heights south of Nogales, Arizona. Riley, Kansas , May The 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments
were mostly disbanded, and the soldiers were moved into service-oriented units, along with the entire 2nd
Cavalry Division. All of these units to a degree carried out the traditions of the Buffalo Soldiers. Despite some
official resistance and administrative barriers, Black airmen were trained and played a part in the air war in
Europe, gaining a reputation for skill and bravery see Tuskegee Airmen. In early , after the Battle of the Bulge
, American forces in Europe experienced a shortage of combat troops, so the embargo on using black soldiers
in combat units was relaxed. The American Military History says: More than 4, responded, many taking
reductions in grade to meet specified requirements. The 6th Army Group formed these men into provisional
companies, while the 12th Army Group employed them as an additional platoon in existing rifle companies.
The excellent record established by these volunteers, particularly those serving as platoons, presaged major
postwar changes in the traditional approach to employing Black troops. Korean War and integration[ edit ]
Buffalo Soldier Monument on Fort Leavenworth , Kansas In , President Harry Truman signed Executive Order
, which desegregated the military and marked the first federal piece of legislation that went against the societal
norms implemented through Jim Crow Segregation. During the Korean War , black and white troops operated
in integrated units for the first time. The 24th Infantry Regiment saw combat during the Korean War and was
the last segregated regiment to engage in combat. The 24th was deactivated in , and its soldiers were
integrated into other units in Korea. Controversy[ edit ] In the last decade, the employment of the Buffalo
Soldiers by the United States Army in the Indian Wars has led some to call for the critical reappraisal of the
African American regiments. In this viewpoint [42] the Buffalo Soldiers were used as mere shock troops or
accessories to the forcefully expansionist goals of the U.
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2: The Buffalo Soldier Story | Texas State History Museum
Buffalo Soldiers originally were members of the 10th Cavalry Regiment of the United States Army, formed on September
21, , at Fort Leavenworth, www.enganchecubano.com nickname was given to the Black Cavalry by Native American
tribes who fought in the Indian Wars.

Visit Website Training the inexperienced and mostly uneducated soldiers of the 9th Calvary was a challenging
task. But the regiment was willing, able and mostly ready to face anything when they were ordered to the
unsettled landscape of West Texas. Mustering was slow, partly because the colonel wanted more educated
men in the regiment and partly because of a cholera outbreak in the summer of In August , the regiment was
ordered to Fort Riley, Kansas, with the task of protecting the Pacific Railroad, which was under construction
at the time. Before they left Fort Leavenworth, some troops fought hundreds of Cheyenne in two separate
battles near the Saline River. With the support of the 38th Infantry Regimentâ€”which was later consolidated
into the 24th Infantry Regimentâ€”the 10th Cavalry pushed back the hostile Indians. The cavalry lost just one
man and several horses despite having inferior equipment and being greatly outnumbered. It was just one of
many battles to come. Indian Wars Both the 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments participated in dozens upon
dozens of skirmishes and larger battles of the Indian Wars. For instance, the 9th Cavalry was critical to the
success of a three-month, unremitting campaign known as the Red River War against the Kiowas, the
Comanches, the Cheyenne and the Arapahoe. It was after this battle that the 10th Cavalry was sent to join
them in Texas. Troops H and I of the 10th Cavalry were part of a team that rescued wounded
Lieutenant-Colonel George Alexander Forsyth and what remained of his group of scouts trapped on a sand bar
and surrounded by Indians in the Arikaree River. A couple weeks later, the same troops engaged hundreds of
Indians at Beaver Creek and fought so gallantly they were thanked in a field order by General Philip Sheridan.
By , the 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments had minimized Indian resistance in Texas and the 9th Cavalry was
ordered to Indian Territory in modern-day Oklahoma , ironically to prevent white settlers from illegally
settling on Indian land. The 10th Cavalry continued to keep the Apache in check until the early s when they
relocated to Montana to round up the Cree. About 20 percent of U. Cavalry troops that participated in the
Indian Wars were buffalo soldiers, who participated in at least conflicts. According to the National Park
Service, buffalo soldiers billeted at the Presidio army post in San Francisco during the winter and served as
park rangers in the Sierra Nevada in the summer. Even facing blatant racism and enduring brutal weather
conditions, buffalo soldiers earned a reputation for serving courageously. The 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments
served in the Philippines in the early s. Despite proving their military worth time and again, they continued to
experience racial discrimination. During World War I , they were mostly relegated to defending the Mexican
border. Both regiments were integrated into the 2nd Cavalry Division in Neither saw action during World
War II , although they trained for overseas deployment and combat. The 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments were
deactivated in May The last all-black units were disbanded during the s. Buffalo soldiers had the lowest
military desertion and court-martial rates of their time. Many won the Congressional Medal of Honor , an
award presented in recognition of combat valor which goes above and beyond the call of duty. Buffalo
Soldiers and the Spanish-American War.
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3: Buffalo Soldiers | HistoryNet
From to , 14 buffalo soldiers were awarded medals of honour, the army's highest award for bravery. The 9th and 10th
cavalries later distinguished themselves by their fighting in the Spanish-American War and in the Mexican campaign.

His argument appears below. On and off for about forty years, I have been writing about the men and families
of the black regiments that served in the U. I found their history intriguing and important because they were
pioneers in post-slavery America, the first black soldiers allowed to serve in the regular Army, staking their
claims on citizenship by serving their country and doing so within a pervasively racist context that limited
their occupational mobility, caused humiliation, and sometimes put them at personal risk. Myths and
misconceptions also include the widely held belief that their combat record far surpassed that of white units it
did not , and the view that their equipment, uniforms, and mounts were worse than those issued to other units
they were not. And, most extraordinarily, in light of the ongoing flood of literature and memorabilia
concerning their lives and service, the notion persists that theirs is an untold story or hidden history, slighted
and kept from public knowledge. Elements of the buffalo-soldier myth started to appear coincident with wider
knowledge of the black regiments. In a footnote, Leckie hedged his suppositions: The buffalo was a sacred
animal to the Indian, and it is unlikely that he would so name an enemy if respect were lacking. It is a fair
guess that the Negro trooper understood this and thus his willingness to accept the title. The giant retailer
offered a Black History Month study guide in , which declared that "Their name--Buffalo Soldiers--was
bestowed on them by the Cheyenne people. It refers to their fierce fighting abilities along with the woolly
texture of their hair. The most serious objection has come from contemporary Native American leaders, who
were angered over the publicity attending the issue of a buffalo-soldier postage stamp in and resented the
suggestion that there was some special bond between the soldiers and their warrior ancestors. Writing in the
weekly Indian Country Today, a reliable forum for objections to glorification of Buffalo Soldiers, Bellecourt
denied that the name reflected any "endearment or respect. Reminiscent of the use among whites of
"blackface" to denigrate and stereotype African-Americans, a black private named Robinson went to a
masquerade ball at Fort Bayard, New Mexico, in , dressed as "an idiotic Indian squaw," according to a
published report by a fellow soldier. By the same token, it should not be too surprising to read of a black
soldier calling a Plains Indian in "a voodoo nigger," repeating the voice of a white soldier who called the
Plains Indians in "red niggers. As historian William Gwaltney, a descendent of buffalo soldiers, said, "Buffalo
Soldiers fought for recognition as citizens in a racist country and American Indian people fought to hold on to
their traditions, their land, and their lives. The idea that the buffalo-soldier combat record surpassed that of
other units helps support the notion that the Indians might have been especially respectful of the black
soldiers. However, it fails to withstand analysis. These soldiers did participate in significant battles. They
fought in major wars against Indians, including conflicts against the Cheyenne in Kansas after the Civil War,
the decade-long and brutal Apache war of the late s and early s, and the last major campaign on the Pine Ridge
in South Dakota during Depending on which of three overlapping listings of combat engagements you
choose, in the years between and they fought in between and of to 1, battles and skirmishes. A consolidated
count, incorporating all the engagements mentioned at least once in the three lists yields encounters in which
black soldiers participated, out of a total of 1,, or 13 percent of all engagements, just about proportional to
their numerical presence in the Army. This was enough to show their active participation in more than thirty
years of bloody and occasionally severe combat but does not support claims that they bore the brunt of frontier
warfare. The claim that the Army treated these regiments as a scrap heap for discarded and useless materiel
and horses was shown to be false by William Dobak and Thomas Phillips in their book The Black Regulars.
All Army units, white as well as black, received left-over Civil War equipment and mounts, from a
Department of War that focused on cutting costs and reducing manpower. That leaves the myth of the untold
story. By the turn of the 21st century, there were also statues of black frontier-era soldiers at five western
posts, most recently one dedicated at Francis E. Warren Air Force Base, in , with two more soon to come.
These are not manifestations of an untold story, but of one that is embedded in the popular culture. The
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explanation for the myth must be sought in the period of its emergence, rather than in the history. Why, in the
absence of data, or even despite the contrary evidence, has the myth taken hold? What needs does it meet?
How much of the myth is a multi-cultural fantasy, an attempt to see the past through a present-day prism? Is it
patronizing to give these soldiers more credit than they deserve? The myth raises many questions that still
await answers. For more about the buffalo soldiers, their service and their lives, see William H. Leckie, The
Buffalo Soldiers: University of Oklahoma Press, ; Frank N. Schubert, Voices of the Buffalo Soldier: Scholarly
Resources, ; and William A. Dobak and Thomas D. Phillips, The Black Regulars, Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, We welcome your suggestions. It has no affiliation with the University of Washington.
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4: Buffalo Soldiers History, U.S. Indian and Span-Am Wars
Following the U.S. Civil War, regiments of African-American men known as buffalo soldiers served on the western
frontier, battling Indians and protecting settlers.

Military Assignments 24th Infantry Regiment Organized in after consolidation of two other Black units, 38th
and 41st Infantry Regiments. For more than twenty years, the unit occupied military post in the southwest,
protecting and maintaining peace on the turbulent frontier. In addition to battle engagements, the members of
the regiment built roads, guarded stage stations, constructed and repaired telegraph lines, guarded waterholes,
and escorted supply trains, survey parties, freight wagons and mail coaches, as well as performing scouting
patrols. The enlisted men came mostly from northern Virginia and southern Louisiana, and all were seasoned
Union veterans. The regiment only spent a short time at Jackson Barracks before moving to the Texas frontier.
In May and June , the entire regiment went in bivouac for the last time as a unit for many years to come after
which they were scattered to numerous posts in West Texas. They established and operated a lumber camp
and sawmill, managed food and supply routes, built roads, buildings, telegraph lines, and carried out scouting
functions while engaging in conflicts with various warring factions. Presented here are a few of the most
accepted ideas regarding the name. Some attribute it to the Indians likening the short curly hair of the black
troopers to that of the buffalo. Another possibility for the nickname was the heavy buffalo robes the soldiers
wore on winter campaigns. Others say that when the American bison was wounded or cornered, it fought
ferociously, displaying uncommon stamina and courage, identical to the black man in battle. Whatever the
reason for the name, the Buffalo Soldier has come down in American military history as one of the proudest
individuals of all. Also, civil war kepi hat adorned with crossed sabers bearing regimental and troop
designation. He was armed with a Springfield carbine rifle , a Colt Army. The Buffalo Soldiers were not
issued a neckerchief but generally wore one of his own color of choice anyway. Sometimes yellow more often
red or white. These were real necessities, especially for the men riding further back in the column needing
protection from the thick clouds of dust kicked up by the front ranks. Moving west from Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, within a year after its activation in , the 10th began its march into immortality. The spring of marked
the beginning of more than two decades of continuous service. The challenge was a formidable one. Ten years
of near constant campaigning were required before conflicts with numerous Indian nations subsided. Five
years would pass before there was peace along the tormented Rio Grande frontier where bands of Indians,
outlaws, Mexican bandits and revolutionaries roamed, raided, stole and murdered under conditions nearing
total chaos. What most people do not know is that the brunt of the fighting was borne by the soldiers of the 9th
and 10th Cavalry Regiments. One eyewitness has written: The 10th Cavalry fought for 48 hours under fire
from Spaniards who were in brick forts on the hill. During the late s and early s, the Buffalo Soldiers were
assigned to the harshest and most desolate posts. Specific duties included subduing Mexican revolutionaries,
outlaws, comercheros, rustlers and hostile Native Americans. Additional administrative duties included
exploring and mapping the Southwest, and establishing frontier outposts for future towns. It was fought by
regulars and volunteers primarily from the rural South and Midwest. Thousands more served in service units
as laborers and the like. Some 2, blacks were killed in battle; another 65, died primarily from disease. The
regiment suffered over half 10men killed of the casualties sustained. Most were in support units. But the
all-black 92nd and 93rd Infantry Divisions lost killed in action 1. The all-black 92nd Infantry was in Italy, and
had killed in action and 2, wounded. There was also the black th Infantry Separates. During the Battle of the
Bulge, 2, blacks were formed into all black Infantry platoons and attached to larger units. The rd Field
Artillery bravely supported ground operations in France. Three all-black air units flew overseas: Sixty-six
Black pilots were killed in action. A total of , blacks served in the Army Air Forces. Nearly , Blacks served in
the Navy. Of the 12, Black Marines, 9 were killed in action. Korea saw the end of segregated units in all
armed forces. Hostile deaths were 5,
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5: Buffalo Soldiers (TV Movie ) - IMDb
Mark Matthews, the nation's oldest living buffalo soldier, died in at age in Washington, D.C. Buffalo soldiers had the
lowest military desertion and court-martial rates of their time.

Texas Buffalo Soldiers bring history to life with stories, costumes and tools. Visit the Calendar of Events to
find Buffalo Soldiers in action near you! Texas Buffalo Soldiers Program At one of our programs, you can
learn how to track an animal, fish with a cane pole or cook over a campfire. We play traditional games, use the
sun to find directions, learn Native American skills, and even saddle a horse. We make connections between
history and the outdoors. Our goal is to not only share history, but to share Our Story. Support the Soldiers We
need your volunteer help! If you can teach an outdoor skill, take great photographs, or just want to help, e-mail
Buffalo Soldiers , call , or visit our Volunteer page. Sign up for our E-newsletter to keep up to date with the
latest information about our program and upcoming events. Who are the Buffalo Soldiers? But they could not
serve as soldiers in times of peace. In , Congress formed two new cavalry and four new infantry regiments.
The Army later combined the four infantry units into two. African-American men would fill these units. At
last, African-American citizens could serve as soldiers in the peace-time Army. What did the Buffalo Soldiers
do? Their posts ranged from Texas to the Dakota territories. Their main job was to support the westward
expansion of the United States. Buffalo Soldiers built roads, telegraph lines and forts. One group worked as
some of the first park rangers in national parks. The Iron Riders pioneered off-road biking for the Army, riding
thousands of miles across the country. The Ninth Cavalry came to Texas in and set up camp in forts along the
frontier. They served their country with strength, courage and determination. Separating units by race came to
an end in , thanks to President Harry Truman. Today, men and women of all races serve in these historic
regiments. Why are they called Buffalo Soldiers? No one is quite sure where the name "Buffalo Soldiers"
came from. Another story says their name reflected their fierce courage in battle. Wherever it came from, it
became the name for all black servicemen. Servicemen and women today consider the name "Buffalo Soldier"
to be a badge of honor.
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6: Who Were the Buffalo Soldiers? â€“ Civil War Saga
Buffalo Soldiers, like their white counterparts in U.S. Army regiments, were among the first park rangers, in general, and
backcountry rangers, in particular, patrolling parts of the West. African-American army regiments, formed just after the
Civil War, had been dispatched westward where these.

Buffalo soldiers was the name given by the Plains Indians to the four regiments of African Americans , and
more particularly to the two cavalry regiments, that served on the frontier in the post-Civil War army. More
than , black soldiers had seen service in segregated regiments in the Union Army during the Civil War , and
many units had achieved outstanding combat records. When Congress reorganized the peacetime regular army
in the summer of , it recognized the military merits of black soldiers by authorizing two regiments of black
cavalry, the Ninth United States Cavalry and the Tenth United States Cavalry , and six regiments of black
infantry. In the black infantry regiments were consolidated into two units, the Twenty-fourth United States
Infantry and the Twenty-fifth United States Infantry. The two cavalry and two infantry regiments were
composed of black enlisted men commanded, with a very few exceptions such as Henry O. Flipper , by white
officers. From to the early s the buffalo soldiers served at a variety of posts in Texas, the Southwest and the
Great Plains. They overcame prejudice from within the army and from the frontier communities they were
stationed in, to compile an outstanding service record. Often divided into small company and troop-sized
detachments stationed at isolated posts, the buffalo soldiers performed routine garrison chores, patrolled the
frontier, built roads, escorted mail parties, and handled a variety of difficult civil and military tasks. They also
participated in most of the major frontier campaigns of the period and distinguished themselves in action
against the Cheyenne, Kiowa, Comanche, Apache, Sioux, and Arapaho Indians. With outstanding officers
such as Benjamin H. Mower and Edward Hatch, they were an important component of the frontier army.
Thirteen enlisted men from the four regiments earned the Medal of Honor during the Indian wars, as did six
officers, and a further five enlisted men won that decoration during the Spanish-American War. The 24th
Infantry Regiment at Yosemite Park Courtesy of Celia Crocker Thompson. After the Indian wars came to an
end in the s the four regiments continued in service, with elements participating in the Spanish-American War,
the Philippine Insurrection, and John J. The buffalo soldiers found themselves facing increasing racial
prejudice at the turn of the century. They were cut off from the segregated towns they were stationed near, and
were the victims of slurs, beatings, harassment by law officers, and, on several occasions, sniper attacks. As
armed veterans of active service, they occasionally responded with violence. The Ninth Cavalry was involved
in racial disturbances in Rio Grande City in , the Twenty-fifth regiment allegedly attacked civilians in the
Brownsville Raid of , and the Twenty-fourth regiment was involved in the Houston Riot of None of the
buffalo soldier regiments went to France during World War I , though they provided a cadre of experienced
noncommissioned officers to other black units that did go into combat. In the s and s, as black newspapers and
civil-rights groups anxiously monitored the process, soldiers from the four regiments were increasingly used
as laborers and service troops. The Ninth and Tenth cavalries were disbanded, and their personnel were
transferred into service units during World War II. The Twenty-fifth saw combat in the Pacific during the war,
and was deactivated in The Twenty-fourth, the last segregated black regiment to see combat, was deactivated
in , and its personnel were used to integrate other units serving in Korea at the time, an important step in the
efforts of the United States Army to desegregate its units. Popular interest in the Buffalo soldiers began to
grow in the s, stimulated by a John Ford film, Sergeant Rutledge, and the publication of several scholarly
histories. In a reenactment unit, the Tenth Cavalry Buffalo Soldiers, was formed. In the s a reenactment group
with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department offered a number of interpretive programs on the buffalo
soldiers and performed at state parks and other venues. Leckie, The Buffalo Soldiers: University of Oklahoma
Press, Nalty, Strength for the Fight:

Page 8

THE BUFFALO SOLDIERS pdf
7: Buffalo Soldiers - TPWD
The Buffalo Soldiers of Fort Huachuca: African-American soldiers in the West. After the Civil War, African-American
infantry and cavalry members headed West.

Yet with each new war in which the United States became embroiled, the white American establishment
tended to forget the contribution made by black servicemen in previous conflicts. Each time, black soldiers
were committed to combat in racially segregated units and had to prove themselves all over again. The vast
majority of African Americans in uniform were assigned to segregated construction or supply units or placed
in units that performed unpleasant duties such as graves registration. While the 92nd was referred to as a black
unit, and its enlisted men and most of its junior officers were black, its higher officers were white. The 92nd,
which had fought in France during World War I, was once again activated in Under the command of Maj.
Almond, the 92nd began combat training in October and went into action in Italy in the summer of The unit
continued a long and proud tradition by retaining the buffalo as its divisional symbol. The 92nd even kept a
live buffalo as a mascot. According to one story, the Indians thought that the black soldiers, with their dark
skin and curly hair, resembled buffaloes. Another story attributes the name to the buffalo hides that many
black soldiers wore during the harsh winters out West, as a supplement to their inadequate government
uniforms. In the spring of , after years of pressure from the black community, the government grudgingly
rescinded its policy excluding African-American soldiers from combat. On July 30, , the first wave of Buffalo
Soldiersâ€”the th Regimental Combat Teamâ€”disembarked at Naples, Italy, where they were greeted by a
jubilant crowd of black American soldiers from other service units. The rest of the division would arrive a few
months later. American troops were facing an uphill battle in Italy, and at that point the Allies were
desperately short of infantry troops. After months of hard fighting, the Allies had managed to push German
forces under Field Marshal Albert Kesselring almost bloody miles up the Italian peninsula. But even after the
fall of Rome on June 4, , the Germans had simply retreated in an orderly fashion from one line of defense to
another rather than acknowledge defeat. On D-Day, two days after the victory at Rome, Allied soldiers
swarmed across the beaches of Normandy. During the summer of , nearly , men of the Fifth Army, out of a
total strength of ,, were transferred to the fighting in France. Kesselring had built the line on the slopes of the
Apennine Mountains, the mile-deep range that, in northern Italy, runs diagonally from coast to coast and
affords natural protection for northern industrial and agricultural centers. In addition to the th, at that point the
92nd consisted of two other infantry regiments, the th and the st; four field artillery battalions, the th, th, th and
th; plus headquarters battery, the 92nd Reconnaissance Troop, the th Engineer Combat Battalion and th
Medical Battalion, as well as a medical battalion, signal company, quartermaster company, maintenance
personnel and military police. Fifth Army in two primary areas of operation, the Serchio Valley and the
coastal sector along the Ligurian Sea. They occupied the westernmost end of the Allied front, while the Eighth
Army attacked across the eastern portion of the Italian peninsula. The 92nd would face not only mountainous
terrain and tremendous resistanceâ€”including the German Fourteenth Army and its Italian Fascist soldiers,
the 90th Panzergrenadier Division and the 16th SS Panzergrenadier Divisionâ€”but also an array of man-made
defensive works. By fighting an impressive defensive campaign, Kesselring had gained time to build up his
Gothic Line. Using 15, Italian laborers and 2, Slovaks, the Germans constructed bunkers, tank emplacements,
tunnels and anti-tank ditches; reinforced existing Italian castles; and laid carefully designed minefields
intended to herd enemy troops into interlocking fields of fire. At this stage in the Italian campaign the Allies
did have one advantage. Italy was in a state of civil war, and the Italian partisan forces were proving more than
a nuisance to the German cause. Guerrillas had even managed to kill one Luftwaffe division commander.
When the Buffalo Soldiers deployed along the front, they began to work together with the tankers of the U. In
addition to this division, the IV Corps consisted of the 6th South African Armored Division, the Brazilian
Expeditionary Force and Task Force 45, composed of British and American anti-aircraft gunners who had
been retrained and re-equipped for combat infantry duty. After landing on the Italian mainland at Salerno on
September 9, , the Allies had unsuccessfully attempted to destroy Kesselring before January Now they once
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again hoped to make significant advances before the snows came in the winter of The thinly spread IV Corps
also had the task of guarding the Allied west flank against a German counterattack and protecting the crucial
Allied port of Leghorn, or Livorno, on the coast. On September 1, the three battalions of the th Regiment,
along with elements of the 1st Armored Division, crossed the Arno River and advanced north for two to three
miles. By the early morning hours of September 2, the th Engineers and 1st Armored Engineers had cleared
minefields, worked on fords and placed a treadway bridge across the Arno for the upcoming armored infantry
assault. Task Force 45 was bogged down by heavy minefields, but the th pushed on. The 3rd Battalion of the
th moved to the west of Mount Pisano, while the 1st Battalion advanced east of the mountain. Using mule
trails, the 2nd Battalion advanced straight over the mountain. A half hour later these troops successfully
crossed the river in the push toward the Gothic Line on Sep. Army The Germans retaliated with small-arms,
machine-gun and artillery fire while their forward elements began to pull back behind the Gothic Line. They
eliminated remaining enemy resistance around the road connecting Pisa to Lucca and spent the next several
days patrolling and waiting for the rest of the Fifth Army to move up. The main attack started on September
10, and three days later the Buffalo Soldiers and 1st Armored tankers stood at the base of the northern
Apennines. The IV Corps consolidated its units while holding its section of the line until late in the month,
when patrols of Buffalo Soldiers entered the Serchio Valley. The men of the th had also penetrated the Gothic
Line in their sector and now controlled Highway 12, which served as a crucial east-west communications
artery for the Germans. In early October, they were ordered to take the city of Massa, near the coast, which
was the first step in capturing the naval base at La Spezia. Although the Germans had been in continuous
retreat in Italy, they resisted fiercely at Massa. Beset by cold autumn rains, the Buffalo Soldiers found
themselves fighting a new enemyâ€”mudâ€”in addition to dug-in enemy troops. Meanwhile, though the II
Corps made some impressive headway, it failed to reach Bologna before the snows set in. After a six-day
battle for control of Massa, the Buffalo Soldiers pulled back and regrouped. As the rest of the 92nd Infantry
Division began to land in Italy, the Buffalo Soldiers of the th kept up the offensive on a smaller scale with
power patrols consisting of between 35 and 75 men and at times machine-gun and mortar crews. The Fifth
Army spent most of November conducting defensive actions in preparation for a renewed offensive in
December. By late November, the last elements of the remaining two 92nd Division regiments, the st and th,
had arrived. The th had originally trained for combat but had been initially assigned to guard duty on Allied air
bases throughout Italy. The men of the th had performed so well in their former assignment that their
commanding general did not want to give them up. As the th moved deeper into the Serchio Valleyâ€”later
with elements of the stâ€”resupply became a logistical nightmare. No vehicles could reach the Buffalo
Soldiers as they fought their way to the high ground of the mile-long valley. Despite a wealth of technology
and industrial might at their command, the Americans found themselves dependent upon pack animals, the
same mode of transport employed by Hannibal Barca when he had invaded Italy more than 2, years earlier.
One officer and 15 enlisted men formed the nucleus of the 92nd Division Mule Pack Battalion, which included
an Italian veterinarian, two blacksmiths and Italian volunteers who were given American uniforms and even
wore the Buffalo insignia. The Americans scoured the countryside for mules and horses, which the U. They
eventually procured a total of mules and horses. Army lacked the necessary equipment for pack animals, the
blacksmiths had to hammer out their own horseshoes from German barbed-wire pickets. The animals brought
up water, ammunition, anti-tank guns and other crucial materiel and transported the wounded to where they
could receive treatment. As it turned out, however, the mules were apparently spooked by the smell of dead
men and balked at carrying corpses. The attack was rescheduled for Christmas Day due to a predicted German
counterattack. When intelligence reports indicated a large German build-up in the northern region of the
Serchio Valley, the men of the st were transferred to the coastal sector, and elements of the th were sent to the
valley to support the th. Although the Fifth Army never launched its early December assault, it was not a quiet
month in the Serchio Valley. The Buffalo Soldiers continued to advance, town by town, against German
artillery, mortar and small-arms fire. American engineers at first repaired bridges and roads for the advance,
but soon shifted to defensive work, laying minefields, rigging bridges for demolition, and helping to evacuate
civilians in anticipation of the German counterattack. On Christmas Eve, the th sent its 2nd Battalion east of
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the river into the little village of Sommocolonia, the northernmost edge of the American line. Light artillery
and mortar rounds hit Sommocolonia but there seemed to be little enemy activity, so most of the 2nd Battalion
moved out for duty elsewhere, leaving behind only two platoons. On the extreme right, just east of
Sommocolonia, lay the villages of Bebbio and Scarpello, occupied by two platoons of the 92nd Division
Reconnaissance Troop. Before sunrise on the day after Christmas, the Germans attacked the villages just north
and east of Gallicano. Although the primary German assault seemed to come from west of the river, toward
Gallicano, partisans were also battling enemy soldiers north of Sommocolonia later in the morning. Within
two hours, Sommocolonia and the two American platoons there were surrounded. A third platoon moved up to
reinforce the embattled Sommocolonia troops. Lieutenant John Fox, an artillery forward observer for the th,
exemplified the impressive fighting spirit of the black soldiers. The two platoons of the th, along with a group
of partisans, engaged in house-to-house fighting with the enemy during that battle. Many of the Germans were
dressed as partisans, making the situation even more confusing and dangerous. Just before noon, the platoons
were ordered to evacuate the village, but they were trapped. They managed to hold out until nightfall, but of
the 70 Americans involved, only one officer and 17 men managed to fight their way out of the village that
night as ordered. Meanwhile, the two reconnaissance platoons at Bebbio and Scarpello were overrun by enemy
troops and ordered to fall back. Despite heavy fighting, they managed to withdraw to their command post at
Coreglia. German artillery fire began to cut deeper into American lines, and the th ordered its troops to quit
Gallicano and secure the high ground nearby. On December 27, American fighter-bombers roared into the
valley and hammered Sommocolonia, Gallicano and other front-line areas. By January 1, the Allies had more
or less re-established their original positions. With the Germans less of an imminent threat, the 8th Indian
Division pulled out, leaving the valley to the Buffalo Soldiers. The Fifth Army postponed its major offensive
until April, but General Almond decided that his division would launch its own attack in February. Troops in
the Serchio Valley were to seize the Lama di Sotto Ridge, overlooking the German supply center at
Castelnuovo di Garfagnana, and create a diversion while the main assault concentrated on the coastal sector.
Almond hoped to reach the Strettoia hill mass on the coast, just north of the Cinquale Canal, and then take
Massa. Once in Massa, American artillery would come within firing range of La Spezia. Units were moved
around again so that the th and st occupied the Coastal Sector while the th went to the Serchio Valley. The th
was divided between both areas. On February 4, the th held Gallicano, and the next day it pushed its lines into
the outlying villages. The th held out against numerous counterattacks until February 8, when a full battalion
of Germans pushed the Americans off the hill and out of Lama. At nightfall on the 10th, after encountering
grueling enemy artillery fire and grenadier counterattacks, the Buffalo Soldiers retook Lama. The Buffalo
Soldiers on the coast were hit just as hard as their comrades in the valley. The Germans had tanks, field
artillery and thousands of ground troops to protect La Spezia, and they could call on a weapon unavailable to
the Americansâ€”heavy coastal guns. Emplaced at Punta Bianca, just southeast of La Spezia, the German
coastal guns could not only lob shells into Massa but also reach all the way to Forte dei Marmi, which lay
south of the Cinquale Canal.
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8: Three Things to Know About the Buffalo Soldiers | Smart News | Smithsonian
"Buffalo Soldiers" is anti-complacency, anti-indoctrination and anti-corruption, which is probably why its release was
postponed after the September 11th terrorist outrage of In the light of recent despicable acts by a small group of US
soldiers in Iraq's Abu Graib prison, this film seems eerily prescient.

Army regiments, were among the first park rangers, in general, and backcountry rangers, in particular,
patrolling parts of the West. African-American army regiments, formed just after the Civil War, had been
dispatched westward where these black soldiers fought in the Indian Wars and were eventually given the name
Buffalo Soldiers by the Cheyenne and other Plains Indians who saw a resemblance between their dark, curly
hair and the matted cushion between the horns of the buffalo. Congress, in , created six segregated regiments
which were soon consolidated into four black regiments: Historians have recorded the service of these Buffalo
Soldiers on the Western frontier , but their service in some national parks has been nearly forgotten.
Approximately Buffalo Soldiers served in Yosemite National Park and nearby Sequoia National Park with
duties from evicting poachers and timber thieves to extinguishing forest fires. Their noteworthy
accomplishments were made despite the added burden of racism. Park ranger Shelton Johnson portrays one of
the U. Find a link below to a video clip of him. Click on this photo to listen to his podcast. As background, the
U. Army served as the official administrator of Yosemite and Sequoia national parks between and , and, in that
capacity, it helped create a model for park management as we know it today. These army troops were
garrisoned at the Presidio of San Francisco during the winter months and served in the Sierra only during the
summer months. Each troop would be made up of approximately 60 men. The troops essentially comprised a
roving economy-infusing money into park and local businesses-and thus their presence was generally
welcomed. The presence of these soldiers as official stewards of park lands brought a sense of law and order
to the mountain wilderness. The hidden chapter of this U. Army history revolves around the participation of
African-American troops of the 24th Infantry and 9th Cavalry, who protected both Yosemite and Sequoia
national parks in , , and The parks are located approximately miles apart. Even though the Buffalo Soldiers
wore the uniform of the U. Army, their ethnicity combined with the racial prejudice of the time made the
performance of their duties quite challenging. In the early s, African-Americans were routinely abused, or
even killed, for the slightest perceived offense. They occupied one of the lowest rungs of the social ladder; a
fact which served to undercut the authority of any black man who served in any position of power. He served
as the acting military superintendent of Sequoia National Park in Although his tenure was brief, it was
groundbreaking. Young is considered by some to be the first African-American superintendent of a national
park. They oversaw the construction of roads, trails, and other infrastructure. A page from the 9th Cavalry
muster roll details the names of Troop D soldiers stationed in Yosemite from Aug. Courtesy of the National
Archives Their accomplishments included, but by no means were limited to, the completion of the first usable
road into Giant Forest and the first trail to the top of Mt. Whitney the tallest peak in the contiguous United
States in Sequoia National Park in ; and the building of an arboretum in Yosemite National Park near the south
fork of the Merced River in One scholar considered the latter area to contain the first marked nature trail in
the national park system. Thus, an integral part of that history played by the Buffalo Soldiers, comprising eight
troops of cavalry and one company of infantry, will no longer be forgotten. Cavalry, who was dispatched to
Yosemite National Park in and served there through
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9: The Myth of the Buffalo Soldiers | The Black Past: Remembered and Reclaimed
When Congress reorganized the peacetime regular army in the summer of , it had taken the above situation into
account. It also recognized the military merits of black soldiers by authorizing.

Buffalo Soldier name[ edit ] head of the American buffalo From the late s on the Plain Indians called the black
troopers of the US Army "buffalo soldiers". The reasons for that are not entirely clear, however a few year
later in Francis Roe an army wife stated a reason in one of her letters. On a wreath of the colors Or and Sable
an American bison statant guardant Proper. On an heraldic wreath Or and Sable, a buffalo statant Proper.
Black and gold have long been used as the regimental colors. The buffalo has likewise been the emblem of the
regiment for many years having its origin in the term "Buffalo soldiers" applied by the Indians to colored
regiments. The distinctive unit insignia is worn in pairs. The distinctive unit insignia was originally approved
on 13 March It was amended 6 December to change the wording in the description and the method of wear.
On 19 March the insignia was re-designated for the th Tank Battalion. The distinctive unit insignia was
re-designated for the 10th Cavalry on 12 May The current version was re-affirmed on 22 August The
description of the Arms is different from that used today, and has no functional difference except for
symbolism. The following is gathered from many heraldic and military sources. On the arms it faces left,
which represents the western movement of the early unit across the United States. The black and gold on
which the buffalo stands are "the colour of the negro" and the "refined gold" which the regiment represents.
The blue represents the sky and open plains of the west. The ceremonial war bonnet and eagle feathers honors
the respect of the Native American tribes. The tomahawk and stone axe with the heads down indicate peace
achieved. The vertical red and white stripes are for 13 major campaigns. The Castilian Coat of Arms , without
the crown, represents the Spanishâ€”American War and indirectly the Philippine Insurrection where the 10th
helped liberate Cuba and fought in the Philippines â€” The black background is the African-American
ancestry. Within the yellow pyramid triangle is a symbol of the sun and 3 stars. Under the original description
[4] of the Arms this is described as "In base sable, the Katipunan device on its base, thereon the sun in its
splendour, between three mullets, one and two, all or. The sun symbol is different from the 22nd Regimental
sun symbol and here represents a renewal. The triangle comes from the Seventh Army pyramid patch which
the th Tank battalion Negro , then part of the 19th Armored Group and attached to the 4th Infantry Division
and in support to the 22nd Infantry Regiment. This is to remind the wearer that the unit totem , the "Buffalo" is
forever watching them. It honors the African-Americans Buffalo soldiers and those who led them. Pack up
your saddle and make it light. The painting describes when the then Captain Armes was wounded in the hip
and lifted up on a horse during the Battle of the Saline River in August Cavalry regiment was composed of
black enlisted men and white officers, which was typical for that era. By the end of July , eight companies of
enlisted men had been recruited from the Departments of Missouri, Arkansas, and the Platte. Life at
Leavenworth was not pleasant for the 10th Cavalry. Colonel Benjamin Grierson sought to have his regiment
transferred, and subsequently received orders moving the regiment to Fort Riley , Kansas. This began on the
morning of 6 August and was completed the next day in the afternoon of 7 August. After a railroad work party
was wiped out, patrols from the 38th Infantry Regiment in reorganized into the 24th Infantry Regiment with a
10th Cavalry troop were sent out to locate the "hostile" Cheyenne forces. Armes formed a defensive " hollow
square " with the cavalry mounts in the middle. Seeking better defensive ground, Armes walked his command
while maintaining the defensive square. Captain Armes, wounded in the hip early in the battle, commented
later, "It is the greatest wonder in the world that my command escaped being massacred. Units of the 10th
prevented the Cheyenne from fleeing to the northwest, thus allowing Custer and the 7th Cavalry to defeat
them at the decisive battle near Fort Cobb, Indian Territory. Forsyth" who was twice wounded by gunfire and
who had fractured his leg when his horse fell. Notice officer shoulder boards. The first was the rescue of
Lieutenant Colonel G. Forsyth whose small party of 48 white scouts, was attacked and "corralled" by a force
of about Native American Indians on a sand island up the North Fork of the Republican River ; this action
became the Battle of Beecher Island. Near there Carpenter combined command was attacked by a force of
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about Indians. After a running fight and defensible stand the "hostiles" retreated. Carpenter would later receive
the Medal of Honor for these two actions. They provided guards for workers of the Kansas and Pacific
Railroad, strung miles of new telegraph lines, and to a large extent built Fort Sill. Throughout this period, they
were constantly patrolling the reservations and engaging "hostiles" in an attempt to prevent Indian raids into
Texas. Companies actually arrived at Fort Concho in May The regiment proved highly successful in
completing their mission. These excursions allowed the preparation of excellent maps detailing scarce water
holes, mountain passes, and grazing areas that would later allow for settlement of the area. These feats were
accomplished while the troops had constantly to be on the alert for quick raids by the Apaches. The stay in
west Texas produced tough soldiers who became accustomed to surviving in an area that offered few comforts
and no luxuries for those who survived. The Buffalo Soldier tragedy of also known as the "Staked Plains
Horror" occurred when a combined force of Buffalo Soldier troops of the 10th and local buffalo hunters
wandered for days in the dry Llano Estacado region of north-west Texas and eastern New Mexico during July
of a drought year. Over the course of five days in the near-waterless Llano Estacado , they divided and four
soldiers and one buffalo hunter died. Due to the telegraph , news of the ongoing event and speculation reached
Eastern newspapers where it was erroneously reported that the expedition had been massacred. Later, after the
remainder of the group returned from the Llano, the same papers declared them "back from the dead. Victorio
and his followers escaped from their New Mexico reservation and wreaked havoc throughout the southwest on
their way to Mexico. Knowing the importance of water in the harsh region, Grierson decided the best way to
intercept Victorio was to take control of potential water holes along his route. Encounters with the Indians
usually resulted in skirmishes; however, the 10th engaged in major confrontations at Tinaja de las Palmas a
water hole south of Sierra Blanca and at Rattlesnake Springs north of Van Horn. These two engagements
halted Victorio and forced him to retreat to Mexico. Although Victorio and his band were not captured, the
campaign conducted by the 10th prevented them from reaching New Mexico. Soon after they crossed the
border, Victorio and many of his warriors were killed by Mexican troops on 14 October In , the regiment was
transferred to the Department of Arizona. Once again the 10th was involved in the arduous pursuit of Apaches
who left the reservations under the leadership of Geronimo , Nana, Nachez, Chihuahua and Magnus. A
detachment of 10th Cavalry would fight one of their last battles of the Apache Wars north of Globe at the Salt
River during an expedition on 7 March Mizner, was transferred to the Department of Dakota in [8] The
regiment served at various posts in Montana and Dakotas until Pershing later known as "Black Jack" for his
time with the unit commanded a troop from Fort Assinniboine in north central Montana. Pershing commanded
an expedition to the south and southwest that rounded up and deported a large number of Cree Indians to
Canada. They participated in most of the military campaigns in these areas and earned a distinguished record.
Thirteen enlisted men and six officers from the Buffalo Soldiers four regiments including the 10th earned the
Medal of Honor during the Indian Wars. He was later a first lieutenant in the U. Spanishâ€”American War[
edit ] The regiment served during the Spanishâ€”American War in , alongside the 24th and 25th "colored"
regiments 1st Division, 1st Brigade with the 9th Cavalry. In many ways this was the 10th most glorious time.
Remington later painted the "Scream of the Shrapnel" in that represented this event. Then came the Battle of
San Juan Hill in the late afternoon. One was on the so-called Kettle Hill by the Americans and other the main
height on what would be called San Juan Hill. Other units went into position on the left and the right. But still
no orders to advance came. The waiting for other units to come online began to take a toll in men and morale.
Theodore Roosevelt center and 10th US Cavalry. A similar picture is often shown cropping out all but the 1st
Vol Cav and TR. Ord , [21] arrived and initiated an unusual discussion with his commander, Brigadier
General Hamilton S. Hawkins , by asking, "General, if you will order a charge, I will lead it. Ord again asked
"If you do not wish to order a charge, General, I should like to volunteer. Hawkins again remained silent. Ord
finally asked "I only ask you not to refuse permission. Captain John Bigelow, Jr. Other units seeing the
"Buffalo Soldiers" advance moved forward without commands to do so. General Hawkins apparently was not
opposed to the attack since once the men began he joined in directing supporting regiments. Bigelow was hit
four times before falling. There he continued to encourage his men to not stop until the top. Ord, still in the
lead, was among the first to reach the crest of San Juan Hill. The Spanish fled, as Ord began directing
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supporting fire into the remaining Spanish when he was shot in the throat and mortally wounded. General
Hawkins was wounded shortly after. Soldiers are from the 10th US Cavalry Regiment. First Sergeant Givens
Bivins? First Lieutenant John J.
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