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The three-part medieval scheme of fighting men, praying men, and working men is worth pondering, but so are all those
whom it omits.

Thus, chivalry has hierarchical meanings from simply a heavily armed horseman to a code of conduct. Thou
shalt believe all that the Church teaches and thou shalt observe all its directions. Thou shalt defend the church.
Thou shalt respect all weaknesses, and shalt constitute thyself the defender of them. Thou shalt love the
country in which thou wast born. Thou shalt not recoil before thine enemy. Thou shalt make war against the
infidel without cessation and without mercy. Thou shalt perform scrupulously thy feudal duties, if they be not
contrary to the laws of God. Thou shalt never lie, and shalt remain faithful to thy pledged word. Thou shalt be
generous, and give largesse to everyone. Thou shalt be everywhere and always the champion of the Right and
the Good against Injustice and Evil. This code was created by Leon Gautier in , long after the knight had
ceased to exist in its traditional form. Chivalry in a historical sense was more of a subjective term; these laws
would likely be seen as a good code for a clergyman, however, others would hold different ideas on what
chivalry truly was. Literary chivalry and historical reality[ edit ] Fans of chivalry have assumed since the late
medieval period that there was a time in the past when chivalry was a living institution, when men acted
chivalrically, when chivalry was alive and not dead, the imitation of which period would much improve the
present. This is the mad mission of Don Quixote , protagonist of the most chivalric novel of all time and
inspirer of the chivalry of Sir Walter Scott and of the U. With the birth of modern historical and literary
research, scholars have found that however far back in time "The Age of Chivalry" is searched for, it is always
further in the past, even back to the Roman Empire. We must not confound chivalry with the feudal system.
The feudal system may be called the real life of the period of which we are treating, possessing its advantages
and inconveniences, its virtues and its vices. Chivalry, on the contrary, is the ideal world, such as it existed in
the imaginations of the romance writers. Its essential character is devotion to woman and to honour. The more
closely we look into history, the more clearly shall we perceive that the system of chivalry is an invention
almost entirely poetical. It is impossible to distinguish the countries in which it is said to have prevailed. It is
always represented as distant from us both in time and place, and whilst the contemporary historians give us a
clear, detailed, and complete account of the vices of the court and the great, of the ferocity or corruption of the
nobles, and of the servility of the people, we are astonished to find the poets, after a long lapse of time,
adorning the very same ages with the most splendid fictions of grace, virtue, and loyalty. The romance writers
of the twelfth century placed the age of chivalry in the time of Charlemagne. The period when these writers
existed, is the time pointed out by Francis I. At the present day [about ], we imagine we can still see chivalry
flourishing in the persons of Du Guesclin and Bayard , under Charles V and Francis I. But when we come to
examine either the one period or the other, although we find in each some heroic spirits, we are forced to
confess that it is necessary to antedate the age of chivalry, at least three or four centuries before any period of
authentic history. Knight and Orders of knighthood According to Crouch , many early writers on medieval
chivalry cannot be trusted as historians, because they sometimes have "polemical purpose which colours their
prose". It is a practical utility in a warrior nobility. Richard Kaeuper associates loyalty with prowess.
Numerous historians and social anthropologists have documented the very human fact that literal physical
resilience and aptitude in warfare in the earliest formative period of "proto-chivalry", was in the eyes of
contemporary warriors almost the essence of chivalry-defined knighthood saving the implicit
Christian-Davidic ethical framework and for a warrior of any origin, even the lowliest, to demonstrate
outstanding physicality-based prowess on the battlefield was viewed as almost certain proof of noble-knightly
status, or, alternatively, grounds for immediate, vigorous nobilitation. Formal chivalric authorities and
commentators were hardly in dispute: The quality of sheer hardihood aligns itself with forbearance and loyalty
in being one of the military virtues of the preudomme. According to Philip de Navarra, a mature nobleman
should have acquired hardiness as part of his moral virtues. Geoffrey de Charny also stressed on the masculine
respectability of hardiness in the light of religious feeling of the contemptus mundi. According to Alan of Lille
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, largesse was not just a simple matter of giving away what he had, but "Largitas in a man caused him to set no
store on greed or gifts, and to have nothing but contempt for bribes. It is the strongest qualities of preudomme
derived by clerics from Biblical tradition. The classical-Aristotelian concept of the "magnanimous personality"
in the conceptual formulation of the notion here is not without relevance, additionally, nor likewise the
early-Germanic and Norse tradition of the war-band leader as the heroic, anti-materialistic "enemy of gold".
Although a somewhat later authority in this specific context, John of Salisbury imbibed this lineage of
philosophico-clerical, chivalric justifications of power, and excellently describes the ideal enforcer of the
Davidic ethic here: Those who derive the greatest advantage from his performance of the duties of his office
are those who can do least for themselves, and his power is chiefly exercised against those who desire to do
harm. Therefore not without reason he bears a sword, wherewith he sheds blood blamelessly, without
becoming thereby a man of blood, and frequently puts men to death without incurring the name or guilt of
homicide. Bertran de Born said: New social status, new military techniques, and new literary topics adhered to
a new character known as the knight and his ethos called chivalry. The joust remained the primary example of
knightly display of martial skill throughout the Renaissance the last Elizabethan Accession Day tilt was held
in The martial skills of the knight carried over to the practice of the hunt , and hunting expertise became an
important aspect of courtly life in the later medieval period see terms of venery. Related to chivalry was the
practice of heraldry and its elaborate rules of displaying coats of arms as it emerged in the High Middle Ages.
Chivalry and Christianity[ edit ] Further information: Knightly Piety Christianity and church had a modifying
influence on the classical concept of heroism and virtue, nowadays identified with the virtues of chivalry. In
the story of the Grail romances and Chevalier au Cygne, it was the confidence of the Christian knighthood that
its way of life was to please God, and chivalry was an order of God. Gerald of Aurillac, which argued that the
sanctity of Christ and Christian doctrine can be demonstrated through the legitimate unsheathing of the "sword
against the enemy". The military orders of the crusades which developed in this period came to be seen as the
earliest flowering of chivalry, [47] although it remains unclear to what extent the notable knights of this
periodâ€”such as Saladin , Godfrey of Bouillon , William Marshal or Bertrand du Guesclin â€”actually did set
new standards of knightly behaviour, or to what extent they merely behaved according to existing models of
conduct which came in retrospect to be interpreted along the lines of the "chivalry" ideal of the Late Middle
Ages. While the crusading ideology had largely influenced the ethic of chivalry during its formative times,
chivalry itself was related to a whole range of martial activities and aristocratic values which had no necessary
linkage with crusading. The particulars of the code varied, but codes would emphasise the virtues of courage,
honour, and service. Chivalry also came to refer to an idealisation of the life and manners of the knight at
home in his castle and with his court. Medieval Europe , particularly Spanish poets, were greatly influenced by
Arabic literature. The literature of chivalry, bravery, figurative expression, and imagery made its way to
Western literature through Arabic literature in Andalusia in particular. The famous Spanish author Vicente
Blasco says: The Arabic language was the language of the country and the language of the high-class people.
In many Christian Spanish provinces, Christian and Muslim poets used to meet at the court of the governor.
One such an example is what used to take place at the court of Sanko which comprised 13 Arab poets, 12
Christian poets, and a Jewish poet. A manuscript dating back to the era of Alfonso X , the king of Castile, was
found and it contained a portrait that represented the meeting of two moving poets, one Arab and one
European, singing together on lute. Even more, the European poets at the time were good at composing Arabic
poetry. For this reason, Henry Maro says: History of Moslems in Spain", of the Spanish writer AlGharo, who
deeply regretted the neglect of Latin and Greek and the acceptance of the language of the Muslims, he said
"The intelligent and eloquent people are bewitched by the sound of Arabic and they look down on Latin. They
do not do that in order to refute them, but rather to learn the eloquent Arabic style. Where today â€” apart from
the clergy â€” and those who read the religious commentaries on the Old and New Testaments? Where are
those who read the Gospels and the words of the Prophets? Alas, the new generation of intelligent Christians
do not know any literature and language well apart from Arabic literature and the Arabic language. They
avidly read the books of the Arabs and amass huge libraries of these books at great expense; they look upon
these Arabic treasures with great pride, at the time when they refrain from reading Christian books on the basis
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that they are not worth paying attention to. How unfortunate it is that the Christians have forgotten their
language, and nowadays you cannot find among them one in a thousand who could write a letter to a friend in
his own language. But with regard to the language of the Arabs, how many there are who express themselves
fluently in it with the most eloquent style, and they write poetry of the Arabs themselves in its eloquence and
correct usage. In the later Middle Ages, wealthy merchants strove to adopt chivalric attitudes - the sons of the
bourgeoisie were educated at aristocratic courts where they were trained in the manners of the knightly class.
The development of medieval Mariology and the changing attitudes towards women paralleled each other and
can best be understood in a common context. Duties to countrymen and fellow Christians: This would contain
what is often called courtly love, the idea that the knight is to serve a lady, and after her all other ladies. Most
especially in this category is a general gentleness and graciousness to all women. These three areas obviously
overlap quite frequently in chivalry, and are often indistinguishable. In contrasting the literary standards of
chivalry with the actual warfare of the age, the historian finds the imitation of an ideal past illusory; in an
aristocratic culture such as Burgundy and France at the close of the Middle Ages, "to be representative of true
culture means to produce by conduct, by customs, by manners, by costume, by deportment, the illusion of a
heroic being, full of dignity and honour, of wisdom, and, at all events, of courtesy. The dream of past
perfection ennobles life and its forms, fills them with beauty and fashions them anew as forms of art". There
were many chivalric groups in England as imagined by Sir Thomas Malory when he wrote Le Morte Darthur
in the late 15th century, [52] perhaps each group created each chivalric ideology. There were fewer knights
engaged in active warfare because battlefields during this century were generally the area of professional
infantrymen, with less opportunity for knights to show chivalry. The rank of knight never faded, but it was
Queen Elizabeth I who ended the tradition that any knight could create another and made it exclusively the
preserve of the monarch. When the Middle Ages were over, the code of chivalry was gone. Patrick , and
numerous dynastic orders of knighthood remain active in countries that retain a tradition of monarchy. At the
same time, with the change of courtly ideas during the Baroque period , the ideals of chivalry began to be seen
as dated, or "medieval". Don Quixote , published in , burlesqued the medieval chivalric novel or romance by
ridiculing the stubborn adherence to the chivalric code in the face of the then-modern world as anachronistic,
giving rise to the term Quixotism. Conversely, Romanticism refers to the attempt to revive such "medieval"
ideals or aesthetics in the late 18th and early 19th century. The behavioural code of military officers down to
the Napoleonic era , the American Civil War especially as idealised in the " Lost Cause " movement and to
some extent even to World War I was still strongly modelled on the historical ideals, resulting in a pronounced
duelling culture, which in some parts of Europe also held sway over the civilian life of the upper classes. With
the decline of the Ottoman Empire , however, the military threat from the "infidel" disappeared; the European
wars of religion spanned much of the early modern period and consisted of infighting between factions of
various Christian denominations, this process of confessionalization ultimately giving rise to a new military
ethos based in nationalism rather than "defending the faith against the infidel". From the early modern period ,
the term gallantry from galant , the Baroque ideal of refined elegance rather than chivalry became used for the
proper behaviour and acting of upper class men towards upper class women. In the 19th century, there were
attempts to revive chivalry for the purposes of the gentleman of that time. The pronouncedly masculine virtues
of chivalry came under attack on the parts of the upper-class suffragettes campaigning for gender equality in
the early 20th century, [Note 4] and with the decline of the military ideals of duelling culture and of European
aristocracies in general following the catastrophe of World War I , the ideals of chivalry became widely seen
as outmoded by the midth century. The term chivalry retains a certain currency in sociology, in reference to
the general tendency of men, and of society in general, to lend more attention offering protection from harm to
women than to men, or in noting gender gaps in life expectancy , health , etc. Boy scouts from different social
backgrounds in the UK participated from 1 to 8 August in activities around camping , observation , woodcraft
, chivalry, lifesaving and patriotism. One prominent model of his chivalrous conduct was in World War II and
his treatment of the Japanese at the end of the war. He toyed with but was never able to write a chivalric
romance that was historically truthful.

Page 3

THE CHIVALROUS SOCIETY pdf
2: Holdings : The chivalrous society / | York University Libraries
The Chivalrous Society Georges Duby Read it in old blue woven hardcover at (small thick type) pages including index
and bibliography, maps, and charts.

The casual reader may wonder what value chivalry could possibly have today. The relevance has to do with
the positive contributions of medieval times to our present day culture. By studying these historic roots, we
better understand the world we live in. We can start to repair cultural deficits long neglected. The most
important factor centers on male issues. Medieval literature is responsible for fostering our concept of being a
gentleman. In our everyday interactions we see how the idea of gentlemanly behavior has deteriorated. A lot
of men cling to incomplete or even negative images of what it means to be a man. A number of social
problems stem from this, from deadbeat dads to spousal abuse to alcohol addiction. Chivalry once provided
the foundation for our male code of ethics. As an ethical standard in medieval times, it certainly had its
failings. Nevertheless, its influence shaped the basic tenets for European gentlemanly behavior. In the s, it was
embraced by our visionary forefathers on this side of the Atlantic, who envisioned proper social interaction as
an integral part of what America was all about. The freedom they fought for was not an empty concept. It took
for granted personal ethics and responsibility. They knew that, without a moral base, freedom easily
degenerates into a social liability, instead of serving as a prodigious source of personal inspiration. That the
freedom they cherished should be used to protect pornographers and scandal mongers was not their original
intent. As disciples of the Enlightenment, they anticipated that humanity would progress into something better.
Chivalry spells out certain ethical standards that foster the development of manhood. Men are called to be:
They are also expected to avoid scandal. They attract us with a sense of nostalgia that feels almost religious.
Unfortunately, they contend with powerful, often destructive influences, like commercial television, that
bombard us with outrageously bullish images of men that are, at best, inappropriate. The virtues of chivalry
offer more than pleasantries and politeness. They give purpose and meaning to male strength, and therefore
support the overall workings of society. They remind us that Camelot is an ideal worth striving for, the
reflection of who we are when we are at our best. Here is a short summary: Truth provides the foundation of
chivalry. A man who lies cannot be trusted. His strength and ambitions cannot be esteemed. Truth should
always remain our greatest concern. Loyalty denotes a relationship that is based on truth and commitment.
Remember, loyalty is a virtue to cultivate, even when it is not reciprocated. Courtesy provides the means for
cordial and meaningful relationships. A society cannot be healthy without courteous interaction. Chivalry calls
men to honor women, and to serve as their helpmates. This precept merely states the natural order of things.
Men should honor women first as indiviudals, but also as the conduits and nurturers of life. That certain men
commit violence against women, or treat them with disrespect, is an outrage against nature, and a slight
against manhood. Justice involves little more than treating people fairly. It also calls for mercy. We all make
mistakes. We admire men who are strong, but if their strength is not directed to uphold what is good, what
value does it have? We are called to use our strength to defend those who cannot defend themselves, and
commit ourselves to just causes. Nothing is more unmanly and corruptive to society than delighting in scandal
and gossip. Not only do you harm those who are victims of gossip, you harm yourself as well. By becoming a
creature who is unloving. It is wrong to delight in the guilt or suffering of others, or to feed the flames of
scandal, a major occupation of nightly television. No one is perfect. That fact in itself unites us all. Chivalry
also speaks about romantic love. People today often find romantic love disappointing. It promises more than it
delivers, especially in regards to permanence. Because we perceive romantic love as something spontaneous,
something that does not demand work and a strong moral base. Medieval literature tells us quite the opposite.
The very essence of romantic love is commitment. This is where chivalry provides a vital ingredient. Love
relationships provide the laboratory where the virtues of chivalry are tested to their fullest, and manliness is
proved. An added bonus shows that proper love encourages us to do our best in all things. The truth is that we
are creatures constantly in the making. We either move forward in our development, or backwards. Staying
still is the same as going backwards. Because the movement of time never holds still. We either progress with
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it, or are left behind.
3: Summary/Reviews: The chivalrous society /
Georges Duby (October 7, - December 3, ) was a French historian specializing in the social and economic history of the
Middle Ages. He ranks among the most influential medieval historians of the twentieth century and was one of France's
most prominent public intellectuals from the s until his death in

4: The Chivalrous Society - Georges Duby - Google Books
The Chivalrous Society is not a single work but a collection of articles by Georges Duby (translated by Cynthia Postan),
one of the most prominent 20th century authorities on medieval history and culture.

5: The Chivalrous Society by Georges Duby
"Georges Duby in productivity and originality stands at the forefront of active medievalists in France and in the world.
The present collection contains 15 of his short articles, most but not all of which appear in English for the first time.

6: The Chivalrous Society by Georges Duby - Paperback - University of California Press
The Chivalrous Society [Georges; Postan, Cynthia [Translator] Duby] on www.enganchecubano.com *FREE* shipping
on qualifying offers.

7: Chivalrous | Definition of Chivalrous by Merriam-Webster
Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

8: Modern Chivalry?
Monastic Matrix: A scholarly resource for the study of women's religious communities from to CE; Monastic Matrix is an
ongoing collaborative effort by an international group of scholars of medieval history, religion, history of art, archaeology,
religion, and other disciplines, as well as librarians and experts in computer technology.

9: The Chivalrous Society - Georges Duby - ÙƒØªØ¨ Google
SUMMARY "Georges Duby in productivity and originality stands at the forefront of active medievalists in France and in
the world. The present collection contains 15 of his short articles, most but not all of which appear in English for the first
time.
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