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History[ edit ] According to an ancient myth, when the gods created the first man, they took him from the
waters of Lake Texcoco and placed him alone in Acolman. The arm of this man, ringed by drops of water
from the lake is the Aztec glyph for the site. The glyph can also be seen on the monastery which dominates the
landscape here. It may mean "man with hand or arm" or "where man is made. The Tepexpan Man is a human
fossilized skeleton between 12, and 14, years old, which was found in the midth century. The settlement
started out independent but was first conquered by the Huexotzincas and remained subject to one dominion or
another since. By the time of King Nezahualcoyotl , Acolman was an important town in the Texcoco
dominion , after it was conquered by the Aztecs in The town was important because it was the only place in
Mesoamerica that specialized in the breeding and raising of dogs today known as the breed called
xoloitzcuintli. The Franciscans arrived first, but the Augustinians were in charge of evangelization efforts after
, with twenty four friars in residence by This order built one of the most important early colonial era
monasteries in New Spain here. These floods eventually caused the disappearance of towns near Acolman
such as Tlacuilocan, Tzapotla and Tescazonco. During one of the floods, the monastery was submerged in
over six feet of water, covering the church floor with silt and nearly destroyed the cloisters. In , due to political
instability, the seat was temporarily moved to a town called Xometla. In , it returned to Acolman and the
appendage "de Nezahualcoyotl" as added. The monastery was declared a national monument in However,
there are some other attractions as well. At the municipal market , foods such as mixiote , barbacoa , consume
and turkey in mole can be found as well as pulque. These are celebrated with traditional dances such as
Concheros , Arrieros, Contradance, Pastores, Inditos and Teomates as well as fireworks, amusement rides and
music. There are also horse races, bullfighting, nativity scenes, "pastorelas" a type of play based on the
Christmas season, regional dance, and popular music shows. The walls are of rubble-stone construction and
covered in plaster, topped by battlements , and the overall appearance is that of fortress. The fortress
appearance of complexes of this time were not literally for protection but rather served to dominate the
landscape much as mediaeval castles in Europe did. In areas where there are carefully fitted stones, these
stones have been carved. This has exposed the flood damage from the colonial period. Most of the murals and
frescos had been buried under years of plaster and paints before being restored. The cross was mostly likely
erected between the time that the Franciscans occupied the site and before the architectural sculptures of the
current complex. This follows the Aztec tradition of placing jades or other precious stones in their statues to
symbolize the soul. The facade has Classical composite columns with Plateresque sections below the ribbon
garniture, Saint Paul under a deep, Gothic -like canopy with a Renaissance angel below. The portal has double
Renaissance doors under archivaults decorated with fruit. Above the doors are seahorses on the main frieze
and Moorish paneling on the doors themselves. The main altarpiece dates from and was put here in the 20th
century to replace the original. The side altarpieces date from the 18th century. This chapel contains two
murals from the 16th century by unknown authors depicting the Last Judgement and Catherine of Alexandria.
The Claustro Grande or large cloister also called the Naranjo or Orange Tree cloister has a more elaborate
Plateresque design with "Isabelino" type columns. Flatted arches on piers with a barrel-vaulted corridor on the
ground level and a wood-roofed second level suggest the simple construction of the very early colonial period.
Primitive frescos decorate the walls. The stone cross here is very similar to the Franciscan cross at one of the
earliest monasteries in Cuernavaca. The crucifixion fresco on the second level is inspired by various European
sources of the 15th and 16th centuries such as German prints, Italian and German ornamental panels. Starkly
done in black and white, it reflects the continuing importance of the graphic arts. It also has sun and moon
designs, common during the early colonial period, which reflect both old European astrological symbols as
well as the importance of these in native art. The lower floor has a series of stone etchings with scenes related
to the Passion of Christ. It has three main halls which give a detailed explanation of the construction of the
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site, the lives of the monks and the collection of paintings and religious objects that are on display. The
museum contains more than pieces. Many of the religious artwork and objects are in the third hall and include
furniture, cloaks, and other religious garb some embroidered in gold thread , sculptures in stone, wood and
corn stalk paste, and oils from the 16th to the 19th centuries. The tour is a series of degree panoramic views of
each of the rooms and the pre-Hispanic base over which the monastery was built. Some of the restored rooms
that are visible this way include the kitchen and the dispensary. The church is also accessible in this manner.
This is the largest relative difference between any municipal seat and its largest locality of any municipality in
Mexico. The largest localities cities, towns, and villages are:
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The serious literature, in English, on viceregal or colonial Mexican religious architecture and art is not large. Since
Sylvester Baxter pioneer study of (Spanish-Colonial Architecture in Mexico), there have been only a few works which
have attempted and achieved accuracy of fact, integrity of.

In , George Scriba received a patent for the town of Mexico, a large tract of land in central New York. One
town after another was formed from the territory, and by , Mexico reached its present size. It was a
self-contained town where people raised their own food and bought necessities they were unable to make from
local merchants. From the late s to the mids, Lake Ontario was a great influence on the local community and
prompted the building of two large inns at Mexico Point. Juan Francisco Martinez Language: Mexican
Protestantism was born in the encounter between Mexican Catholics and Anglo American Protestants, after
the United States ventured into the Southwest and wrested territory from Mexico in the early nineteenth
century. Sea la Luz tells the story of Mexican converts and the churches they developed through the records of
Protestant missionaries. Juan Francisco Martinez traces Protestant mission work among the Spanish-speaking
of the South west throughout the nineteenth century. By , about Spanish-speaking Protestant churches with
more than five thousand adult members existed in the region. They were rejected by their own people because
they were Protestants, but Anglo American Protestants did not readily accept them either because they were
Mexican. In spite of the pressures from both their own community and the larger society, they forged a new
religious identity in the midst of conquest. Cambridge University Press Format Available: The Cristero
movement is an essential part of the Mexican Revolution. When in relations between Church and state, old
enemies and old partners, eventually broke down, when the churches closed and the liturgy was suspended,
Rome, Washington and Mexico, without ever losing their heads, embarked upon a long game of chess. These
years were crucial, because they saw the setting up of the contemporary political system. The state established
its omnipotence, supported by a bureaucratic apparatus and a strong privileged class. Just at the moment when
the state thought that it was finally supreme, at the moment at which it decided to take control of the Church,
the Cristero movement arose, a spontaneous mass movement, particularly of peasants, unique in its spread, its
duration, and its popular character. For obvious reasons, the existing literature has both denied its reality and
slandered it. Joseph Armstrong Baird Language: Univ of California Press Format Available:
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James Bartholomay Kiracofe This site provides in-depth academic articles analyzing the architecture of the
Spanish colonies in the Americas. There is an excellent article on Mudejar Architecture of Spain as well as
articles on various topics concerning architecture of Mexico and South America, with a special emphasis on
the indigenous influences on European models. The site provides photographic images to accompany the texts.
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